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Spielvogel grievances detailed

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
—  Lake Michigan College 
cleared the air Tuesday as 

to why its president was sus-
pended last week.

During a special meeting 
Friday, LMC’s Board of 
Trustees found there was suf-
ficient information to sup-
port the termination of Jen-
nifer Spielvogel as president 
– pending the final determi-
nation at a just cause hearing 
before the board. The vote 
was unanimous and Spiel-
vogel’s hearing will be within 

30 days of 
Friday’s vote.

A c c o r d -
ing to a press 
release and 
minutes from 
the special 
meeting, the 
board alleged 
she made un-
approved and unauthorized 
expenses, including renova-
tions to the president’s office. 

Among the expenses, the 
board alleged she was plan-
ning an inauguration and 
bought a chain of office me-
dallion.

The board further al-
leged she showed improper 
management behavior, 
made improper comments 
and demonstrated a lack of 
professionalism. She alleg-
edly violated policies and 
offered inadequate goals 

and objectives.
If the college should ter-

minate Spielvogel for just 
cause, the release stated that 
LMC is under no contrac-
tual obligation to award 
severance compensation or 
continue any other fringe 
benefits provided by Spielvo-
gel’s contract.

Spielvogel was entering 
her fourth month as LMC’s 
president. The Herald-Pal-

ladium reached out to Spiel-
vogel, but was unable to get 
comment.

The board became con-
cerned when reviewing ex-
pense requests and spoke 
with Spielvogel about the 
matters before the decision 
was made at the special 
meeting.

According to the meeting’s 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Just cause hearing 
planned as board 
angles to fire newly 
hired LMC president

DNR takes down 
wandering bear

ST. JOSEPH — The 
saga of the first black bear 
seen  in Berrien County 
since just after the Civil 
War  came to an end Sat-
urday when officials with 
the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources cap-
tured and euthanized the 
animal, which had been de-
termined to be a danger to 
people.

“Unfortunately, situa-
tions like these do some-
times occur,” the DNR stat-
ed in a news release issued 
Tuesday. “We appreciate 
the outstanding coopera-
tion that was provided to 
the DNR from the commu-
nity. Human safety is our 
number one concern.”

Mark Sargent, Southwest 
Region Field Operations 
manager with  the DNR in 
Stevensville, said the male 
bear, that  first emerged in 
Southwest Michigan last 
spring and showed up again 
this spring, had twice tried 
to push its way into houses 
through sliding glass doors.

“He had become habitu-
ated to people,” Sargent 
said. “He was not afraid of 
noise, or people, or dogs or 
lights.”

The bear became some-
thing of a media celebrity 
and even had a Facebook 
page tracking his move-
ments.

Sargent said relocating 
the bear was not an option 

because there is no place 
to put it where it would 
not come into contact with 
people. And once bears 
get into the habit of being 
around humans, they never 
go back, he said.

The bear was captured 
near Stevensville and 
Grand Mere State Park, 
where there had been sev-
eral recent encounters with 
the animal that bent bird 
feeders and tipped over 
trash cans in search of food.

In March the bear tore 
up the bird feeders at the 
Stevensville home of Mike 
Kinney, who took a picture 
of the bear with its nose 
pressed against the glass of 
his patio door.

“I would have preferred 
to have seen him moved. 
But we can feed the birds 
again,” Kinney said.

Scott Rose’s bird feed-
ers also were visited by the 
bear.

“Seeing him outside at 
night was an awesome feel-
ing. But again he was not 
afraid,” Rose said. “I’m 
going to miss trying to get 
pictures and all of the fun 
stories that went along with 
his visits.”

When a bear loses its 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Bear’s coziness with 
humans made him 
dangerous, game    
officers say

Submitted photo

The male black bear that roamed through Southwest Michigan and 
northern Indiana since early last summer was captured and eutha-
nized by Department of Natural Resources officials Saturday. The 
bear, shown here on a porch at a Grand Mere-area home in March, 
had become dangerous because it was no longer afraid of people 
and had twice tried to get into houses, DNR officials said.

I would have preferred 
to have seen him moved. 
But we can feed the 
birds again. 

MIKE KINNEY
Stevensville resident whose 
home was visited by the bear

LAKESHORE SCHOOLS

‘This is the best’

S T E V E N S V I L L E 
— Lakeshore’s softball 
program  has won seven 
state championships, and 
played on a lot of  fields 
during its long tourna-
ment runs.

But Lancers coach Den-
ny Dock hasn’t seen a nic-
er one than his new home 
stadium.

Lakeshore played its 
first games at Betty Kohn 
Field on Tuesday, split-
ting a doubleheader with 
Edwardsburg.  The facil-
ity, which cost more than 
$1 million and was funded 
by  Bob and Betty Kohn, 
features a turf  field, press 
box and an indoor hitting 
practice area with four 
batting cages.

“We’ve been fortunate 
enough to travel the state 
and play in a lot of  sta-
diums, a lot of  places,” 
Dock said during Tues-
day’s dedication ceremony. 
“We are No. 1, without a 
doubt, right here. This is 

the best.”
Edwardsburg coach 

Randy Brooks agreed with 
Dock’s assessment.

“The facilities are awe-
some, best that I’ve seen,” 
Brooks said. “This is 
my 30th year of  coach-
ing, best I’ve seen in high 
school softball.

“It was a lot of  fun com-
ing out here for their first 

game on the field. We’re 
thankful they gave us the 
opportunity to play.”

A dedication ceremo-
ny  took place  for the new 
field prior to the game, 
and Dock recalled when 
Bob Kohn first informed 
him of his plan.

“About a year ago, I 

By BEN SANDERS
HP Sports Writer

Complex gets rave 
reviews as Lancer  
softball team plays 
first games at     
Betty Kohn Field

City plans 
$10M 
sewer fix

ST. JOSEPH — St. Jo-
seph’s sewer pipes runneth 
over, but officials have a 
plan to fix that.

When there is a heavy 
rain, storm water can rush 
into the combined sewer 
lines, eventually sending 
waste and other pollutants 
into the St. Joseph River 
and Lake Michigan. This 
creates a health hazard and 
can close beaches.

St. Joseph  has made 
progress in reducing the 
overflow, and is ready to 
finish the job through a 
$10 million project, city 
Engineer Tim Zebell re-
ported to city commission-
ers Monday.

Commissioners gave the 
green light for planners 
to seek low-interest loans 
from Michigan’s state re-
volving fund to finance 
part of the work, and to go 
ahead with design work on 
storm water storage lines 
that will reduce and even-
tually eliminate discharge 
into the river.

As the source of drink-
ing water for much of the 
region, and as an impor-
tant part of the tourism 
industry, it is vital to keep 
contaminants out of Lake 
Michigan, a report to be 
submitted to the Michigan 
Department of Environ-
mental Quality explained.

“It is economically criti-
cal that water quality be 
maintained,” stated the 
report presented to com-
missioners by Chris Cook 
with Abonmarche engi-
neers.

St. Joseph used to have 
11 permitted sewer over-
flow sites, but now has only 
three. The work will focus 
on overflow sites at State 
and Water streets, near the 
Upton Arboretum, and 
along  Langley Avenue, 
near the Department of 
Public Works buildings.

Plans call for installing 
seven 42-inch-diameter, 
300-foot-long pipes under-
ground near the arbore-
tum, with the capacity for 
holding up to 150,000 gal-
lons of storm water over-
flow. Pipes that can hold 
up to 250,000 gallons at a 
time will be installed under 
Langley. 

Cook said that this alter-
native, referred to as in-line 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH

See BEAR, page A8

See CITY, page A8See FIELD, page A8

Don Campbell / HP staff See more photos:heraldpalladium.mycapture.com

Lakeshore head softball coach Denny Dock stands Tuesday during the National Anthem before 
the inaugural game at the school’s brand new softball complex.

Benefactors Bob and Betty Kohn wave to the crowd during the 
dedication of the new Lakeshore High School softball complex 
Tuesday before the doubleheader against Edwardsburg.

See SPIELVOGEL, page A8

SPIELVOGEL
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Apply for free at lakemichigancollege.edu 
or call (269) 927-8626

SUMMER CLASSES 
Start May 9
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .55º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .36º
Record High . . . . . . 82º in 1971
Record Low . . . . . . 21º in 1982
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 2.19"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.45"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 8.64"
Normal year to date . . . . . 7.88"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:05 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:26 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 12:27 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:19 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly sunny 
skies with a high temperature of 
56º, humidity of 53%. Southeast 
wind 5 to 10 mph. Expect mostly 
clear skies tonight with an overnight 
low of 33º. East wind 5 mph. 
Thursday, skies will be sunny with 
a high temperature of 61º.

Today, southeast winds 10 to 20 kt. Waves 1 to 3 ft. Water 
temperature 39 degrees. Tonight, southeast winds 10 to 20 kt. 
Waves 1 to 3 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Sunny
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Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Expect cloudy skies today with isolated rain and snow, highs in the 
40s. South wind 10 to 15 mph. Thursday we will see mostly sunny 
to partly cloudy skies with highs in the 40s and 50s. 

Today we will see mostly sunny to partly cloudy skies with highs 
in the 40s and 50s. South southeast wind 7 to 10 mph. Thursday, 
skies will be sunny with highs in the 50s and 60s.

the weather? ?

Answer: Yes, the giant shadow cast on 
the Earth causes temperatures to fall.

First
4/14

Full
4/22

Last
4/29

New
5/6

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 32
Main Offender ................Ozone

Forecast map for April 13, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

Project Together, run by Lake 
Michigan College and the Berrien 
County Department of Social 
Services, received national recog-
nition for helping young mothers 
get beyond the barriers that keep 
them on the welfare rolls.

The American Public Welfare 
Association’s award, presented by 
John Kost, state DSS deputy di-
rector, is one of only seven given 
out nationwide for social service 
programs.

Project Together, now in its 
third year, assesses the needs of 
welfare families and helps young 
mothers with job training and ca-
reer planning so they can get jobs 
and become self-sufficient.

35 years ago – 1981
Andrews University officials 

met with Kenyan government 

officials in Berrien Springs over 
the weekend to discuss a possible 
charter for a college supported by 
AU in Kenya.

The college in Kenya, the Uni-
versity College of Eastern Africa 
(UCEA), has been established to 
provide senior college education 
for a growing number of young 
people in the East African area.

50 years ago – 1966
The annexation of the Ryno 

Road site of a supermarket now 
being built and a request for the 
rezoning of land for an eight-
apartment building were accept-
ed last night by the Coloma City 
Commission. The annexation of 
a parcel of land on Ryno Road 
near I-94 was accepted last night 
by the commissioners. The site 
contains a supermarket now be-
ing built by Hardings Food Mar-
ket, a Michigan chain.

Today is Wednesday, April 13, 
the 104th day of 2016. There are 
262 days left in the year.

Highlight in History:
On April 13, 1970, Apollo 

13, four-fifths of the way to the 
moon, was crippled when a tank 
containing liquid oxygen burst. 
(The astronauts managed to re-
turn safely.)

On this date:
In 1613, Pocahontas, daughter 

of Chief Powhatan, was captured 
by English Capt. Samuel Argall 
in the Virginia Colony. 

In 1743, the third president of 
the United States, Thomas Jeffer-
son, was born in Shadwell in the 

Virginia Colony.
In 1861, at the start of the Civil 

War, Fort Sumter in South Caro-
lina fell to Confederate forces.

In 1958, Van Cliburn of the 
United States won the first In-
ternational Tchaikovsky Com-
petition for piano in Moscow; 
Russian Valery Klimov won the 
violin competition.

In 1964, Sidney Poitier became 
the first black performer in a 
leading role to win an Academy 
Award for his performance in 
“Lilies of the Field.”

In 1965, 16-year-old Lawrence 
Wallace Bradford, Jr. was ap-
pointed by New York Republican 
Jacob Javits to be the first black 
page of the U.S. Senate.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

fear of people, it is consid-
ered a Category II threat 
and guidelines call for eu-
thanization, according to 
the DNR news release.

Wildlife officials be-
lieved  that the bear, 
thought to be about 3 years 
old, wandered from north-
ern Michigan last summer 
in search of its  own terri-
tory. Sargent said the bear 
was first seen around Mus-
kegon. For several months 

the bear  made its  way 
around southern Michigan 
and into northern Indiana.

It was the first confirmed 
black bear sighting in Ber-
rien County since just 
before Christmas 1868, 
a  hunt that was reported 
by the Niles Republican 
newspaper.

Through last summer 
and into the fall, reports 
came in to the DNR about 
bent bird feeder poles, top-
pled trash cans and bear 
tracks. At that time, wild-
life experts did not con-
sider the bear a threat, and 

waited for the animal to 
wander back north. Resi-
dents were warned to steer 
clear of the bruin, and to 
make a lot of noise to scare 
it off if  they came in con-
tact.

Officials believe the bear 
wintered somewhere in 
Warren Dunes or Grand 
Mere state parks, or pos-
sibly on land owned by 
Indiana Michigan Power 
Co.  The bear  awoke from 
hibernation this spring and 
picked up where he left off, 
apparently more accus-
tomed to people than he 

had been before winter.
Bear sightings have be-

come more common in 
southern Michigan in the 
last 10 years, Sargent said, 
but the bears usually head 
back north.

As a wildlife biologist, 
Sargent said it was a “very 
unique” opportunity for 
him to come in contact 
with the first Berrien bear 
in 140 years. “I was defi-
nitely hoping to hear that 
he had not caused any 
more problems or issues.”

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

storage, is less expensive than 
building  an off-line storage 
tank, where water has to be 
pumped to the waste water 
treatment plant. With inline 
storage, once the system re-
turns to normal, the excess 
water will flow back into the 
waste water treatment  sys-
tem without ending up in the 
river.

The estimated cost of the 
construction  at State and 
Water streets is $918,000, 
with the Langley work cal-
culated at $3.3 million. The 
Langley storage pipes will 
replace lines that run under 
the Public Works Depart-
ment buildings, and will be 
easier to maintain, Cook 
said.

The $10 million cost pro-
jection includes $4 million in 
case more storage is needed 
at Langley, and another $1.7 
million for contingencies, 
such as removing contami-
nants that might be found 
during construction.

Cook showed alternatives 
with construction costs as 

high as $7.2 million, not in-
cluding contingency costs.

The city can request a 
maximum loan from the 
state of $7.8 million, at 2.5 
percent interest over 20 
years. St. Joseph should 
know by October whether 
the city is on the list of loan 
recipients. The remainder of 
the cost would come from 
local funds and bond sales.

Zebell said that sewer rate 
increases of 7 percent an-
nually, which began in 2013 
and will continue until 2022, 
will provide the city with 
enough money to repay the 
loan. The rate increase over 
the seven years costs the av-
erage homeowner an addi-
tional $18.23 per month.

The city will need another 
$2.2 million for street and 
sewer line work. Once that 
work is completed, the city 
will monitor the overflow to 
determine the final amount 
of storage needed.  With 
the final plans approved by 
the DEQ, construction is 
expected to take place be-
tween September 2019 and 
November 2020, and will 
require extensive excavation 
along Pearl and Langley.

CITY
From page A1

BEAR
From page A1

was over there flying my 
models (airplanes), and 
this guy drives up in a 
pickup truck and he says 
‘Coach, I think I’m going 
to build you a new stadi-
um. What do you think of 
that?’” Dock said, point-
ing toward the existing 
softball complex. “Took 
me about two seconds, I 
said ‘I heard that rumor. I 
think that would be pretty 
cool.’  Well, here we are. 
Amazing.

“We have not cleaned 
mud off  of  one pair of 
shoes. We haven’t missed 
a practice because it’s too 
wet. It’s been a little cold, 
we’ve been inside, but we 
go right over there to that 
hitting building and prac-
tice in there.”

Bob Kohn bought  the 
land for the new field, 
south of  the high school’s 
football and baseball fields 

and north of  the existing 
softball complex. He  said 
he took ideas from a va-
riety of  college and high 
school facilities.

“They wanted to up-
grade the old field, and it 
just didn’t seem practical,” 
Bob Kohn said. “I was 
able to buy this property 
and start over.  We copied 
Michigan State’s dugouts, 
Davenport’s bleachers, 
went down to La Porte 
and copied their press box 
and concession stand. We 
tried to put everything 
that we liked together.

“That’s an exact copy 
of  Notre Dame’s batting 
cage. We call it a batting 
cage, but it’s not a cage 
anymore since we put all 
the doors on it.”

Lakeshore won the 
opening game 13-3, then 
lost the second game of 
the doubleheader 17-4. 
Regardless of  the results, 
Lakeshore players were 
happy with the new field.

“It’s beautiful,” Lake-

shore senior third baseman 
Jacki Nate said. “It’s really 
nice, everything’s smooth. 
It’s a lot different. We’re 
definitely thankful.

“It’s pretty quick. The 
hops are not as bad, but 
everything else is normal. 
It’s definitely exciting. I’m 
happy I could play my last 
year on it.”

During the dedication, 
the Kohns were presented 
with Lakeshore jerseys 

with their names and the 
No. 1 on them. Bob Kohn 
threw out the ceremonial 
first pitch to his grand-
daughter, Elise Bancroft, 
a senior on the Lakeshore 
team.

“That was pretty weak,” 
Bob Kohn said. “I never 
pitched. The last time I did 
pitch, I was in fifth grade, 
60 years ago.”

Contact: bsanders@TheHP.com, 
932-0366, @HPBenSanders

Don Campbell / HP staff See more photos:heraldpalladium.mycapture.com

The new softball complex at Lakeshore High School features an indoor batting facility.

FIELD
From page A1

The Lakeshore softball team prepares to take on Edwardsburg.

minutes, Board Chairwoman 
Mary Jo Tomasini moved for 
the trustees to go into closed 
session at 9:12 a.m. Trustees 
remained in the Administra-
tive Conference Room, while 
Spielvogel and her attorney, 
Bradley Glazier, were direct-
ed to another room.

The closed session ended 
at 11:12 a.m. and was moved 
back to an open meeting for 
the board to present its deci-
sion. The open meeting end-
ed about 25 minutes later.

Trustee Stephen Small 
said during the special meet-
ing “that it is with a heavy 
heart that just three months 
ago we were really happy and 
thought for sure we made 
the right choice, and now it’s 
ashes. (It) hurts a lot.”

Tomasini said in Tuesday’s 
released statement that the 
decision was a tough one to 
make.

“Although we are very 
disappointed, we know the 
college will continue to flour-
ish thanks to the steadfast 
dedication of our employees 
and profound support from 
our communities,” Tomasini 
said. “I can speak on behalf  
of all LMC trustees that we 
hold our responsibility to 
the college in the highest re-
gard and will always work to 
make the best decisions, even 
if they’re not always the easi-
est.”

The college has not ap-

pointed an interim president 
to serve during Spielvogel’s 
suspension. She is suspended 
with pay and board mem-
bers and cabinet are direct-
ing normal operations. The 
decision for the two entities 
to operate in her stead was 
approved unanimously at 
the special meeting.

News of the suspension 
came Friday after a public 
hearing notice was posted 
online for the special meet-
ing. The meeting’s intent was 
said to be to “discuss a writ-
ten legal opinion from the 
college’s attorney related to 
an employment matter.”

At the time, LMC officials 
said Spielvogel was suspend-
ed pending a final resolution 
to an ongoing personnel 
matter. All factors of the 
matter were withheld citing 
confidentially.

The board voted in De-
cember 2015 to hire Spiel-
vogel among five other can-
didates to replace longtime 
president Bob Harrison, who 
had led LMC since 2009 and 
retired after a 16-year career 
with the institution. Spielvo-
gel became president Jan. 1.

Before becoming LMC’s 
president, Spielvogel was 
vice president of evidence 
and inquiry at Cuyahoga 
Community College in 
Cleveland. At Cuyahoga, 
Spielvogel worked in an 
environment that included 
3,000 employees and 30,000 
students spread across four 
campuses in the Cleveland 
area.

SPIELVOGEL
From page A1


