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Lake Michigan College’s Kelsee Kinder shoots a free throw
during a game this season.

Kelsee Kinder:

From ballett to basketball

By ADAM KARNIK
HP Sports Writer

Lake Michigan Col-
lege featured 10 freshmen
on this year’s women’s
basketball team and that
youth carried the Red
Hawks all the way to the
National Junior College
Athletic Association’s Di-
vision II national tourna-
ment in Kansas City last
month.

One of those freshmen
carrying the load was
point guard Kelsee Kind-
er. She averaged 16.4
points per game, which
was good enough to fin-
ish in the top 10 in the
Michigan ~ Community
College Athletic Associa-
tion and in the top 50 in
NJCAA Division II.

Kinder took an un-
usual path to LMC.
Originally from Dear-
born, Mich., Kinder had
committed to Davenport
University but she kept
receiving calls from LMC
coach Jason Cooper.

“My dad thought we
should check it out,”
Kinder said. “I said
‘Dad, no I'm already
committed, T don’t want
to go to junior college,’
but he talked me into it.

The trip paid off. Kind-
er fell in love with the
school and changed her
plans.

That’s not the only
time her parents have
talked her into a decision
that would prove monu-
mental, either. Kinder
only tried out for basket-
ball at Divine Child High
School as a freshman be-
cause her mother made
her.

Before that, Kinder had
only practiced basketball
in seventh and eighth
grade and was a cheer-
leader in high school. She
had also taken dance les-
sons for 14 years.

She now aims to play
basketball for a Division
I or II program, some-
thing she didn’t think she
could do before playing
at LMC. In school she
is studying to become a
nurse’s anesthetist. Kind-
er is the daughter of Paul
and Lynda Kinder. She
has an older brother,
Paul, who plays hockey
University and
Kodi, who is in
chool.

‘What was it like play-
ing in the NJCAA tour-
nament? It was actually
very exciting. I've never
experienced anything like
that, getting to travel all

the way to Kansas City to
play. When we got there,
I was nervous because
seeing all the other teams
kind of freaked me out.
Our team is pretty close,
though, so we knew that
since we got that far that
we could do this. There
was nothing to lose.

The first game was a
little rough, I think we
were just getting used to
the gym and stuff. After
the first game we started
playing together more. It
was pretty bad at first,
but we ended up pulling
it out. The third game
we should have won, but
things like that happen.

What made you pick
LMC over Davenport?
When Dad and I visited,
we met Coach Cooper
and his wife and we both
loved them. And once I
saw the girls play here,
I saw how awesome it is
here. I would never think
to come here, but after
visiting, I loved it. Coach
Cooper does a good job
of getting us together as
a family and getting us to
play together.

What has been the big-
gest difference between
playing in college and
playing in high school?
I'd have to say just how
much of a faster pace the
game is and how much
more you have to play as
a team. If you don’t play
as a team, you won't win.
In high school you can
be selfish and win, but in
college it’s way different.
The other people have to
know how you're going
to play to win. There’s a
bigger emphasis on team.

What kind of dancing
lessons did you take? I did
a bunch of dances, bal-
let, jazz, tap, Hawaiian,
modern, contemporary,
basically ever different
dance you could think
of. When I was 2 years
old, my mom and my
godmother put me in it. I
loved it. I quit going into
my sophomore year for
basketball. I miss com-
peting, but I'm so in love
with basketball T don’t re-
ally miss it that much. T
think it’s really helped my
strength. T don’t look it,
but I'm very strong. It’s
also helped with my bal-
ance and speed.

If you could play for any
college at the next level,
who would it be? UConn,
obviously. They're just so
good and amazing. I wish
I could play at that level.
I'll be there someday,
don’t worry.
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