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SPORTS
Herman chips his way into 
first PGA Masters with win 

at Houston Open Page B2

ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

Kelsee Kinder: 
From ballett to basketball

Lake Michigan Col-
lege featured 10 freshmen 
on this  year’s women’s 
basketball team and that 
youth carried the Red 
Hawks all the way to the 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association’s Di-
vision II national tourna-
ment in Kansas City last 
month.

One of those freshmen 
carrying the load was 
point guard Kelsee Kind-
er. She  averaged 16.4 
points per game, which 
was good enough to fi n-
ish in the top 10 in the 
Michigan Community 
College Athletic Associa-
tion and in the top 50 in 
NJCAA Division II.

Kinder took an un-
usual path to LMC. 
Originally from Dear-
born, Mich., Kinder had 
committed to Davenport 
University but she kept 
receiving calls from LMC 
coach Jason Cooper.

“My dad thought we 
should check it out,” 
Kinder said. “I said 
‘Dad, no I’m already 
committed, I don’t want 
to go to junior college,’ 
but he talked me into it.”

The trip paid off. Kind-
er fell  in love with the 
school and changed  her 
plans.

That’s not the only 
time her parents have 
talked her into a decision 
that would prove monu-
mental, either. Kinder 
only tried out for basket-
ball at Divine Child High 
School as a freshman be-
cause her mother made 
her.

Before that, Kinder had 
only practiced basketball 
in seventh and eighth 
grade and was a cheer-
leader in high school. She 
had also taken dance les-
sons for 14 years.

She  now aims to play 
basketball for a Division 
I or II program, some-
thing she didn’t think she 
could do before playing 
at LMC. In school she 
is studying to become a 
nurse’s anesthetist. Kind-
er is the daughter of Paul 
and Lynda Kinder. She 
has an older brother, 
Paul, who plays hockey 
at Marian University and 
a sister, Kodi, who is in 
high school.

What was it like play-
ing in the NJCAA tour-
nament? It was actually 
very exciting. I’ve never 
experienced anything like 
that, getting to travel all 

the way to Kansas City to 
play. When we got there, 
I was nervous because 
seeing all the other teams 
kind of freaked me out. 
Our team is pretty close, 
though, so we knew that 
since we got that far that 
we could do this. There 
was nothing to lose.

The fi rst game was a 
little rough, I think we 
were just getting used to 
the gym and stuff. After 
the fi rst game we started 
playing together more. It 
was pretty bad at fi rst, 
but we ended up pulling 
it out. The third game 
we should have won, but 
things like that happen.

What made you pick 
LMC over Davenport? 
When Dad and I visited, 
we met Coach Cooper 
and his wife and we both 
loved them. And once I 
saw the girls play here, 
I saw how awesome it is 
here. I would never think 
to come here, but after 
visiting, I loved it. Coach 
Cooper does a good job 
of getting us together as 
a family and getting us to 
play together.

What has been the big-
gest difference between 
playing in college and 
playing in high school? 
I’d have to say just how 
much of a faster pace the 
game is and how much 
more you have to play as 
a team. If you don’t play 
as a team, you won’t win. 
In high school you can 
be selfi sh and win, but in 
college it’s way different. 
The other people have to 
know how you’re going 
to play to win. There’s a 
bigger emphasis on team.

What kind of dancing 
lessons did you take? I did 
a bunch of dances, bal-
let, jazz, tap, Hawaiian, 
modern, contemporary, 
basically ever different 
dance you could think 
of. When I was 2  years 
old, my mom and my 
godmother put me in it. I 
loved it. I quit going into 
my sophomore year for 
basketball. I miss com-
peting, but I’m so in love 
with basketball I don’t re-
ally miss it that much. I 
think it’s really helped my 
strength. I don’t look it, 
but I’m very strong. It’s 
also helped with my bal-
ance and speed.

If you could play for any 
college at the next level, 
who would it be? UConn, 
obviously. They’re just so 
good and amazing. I wish 
I could play at that level. 
I’ll be there someday, 
don’t worry.

By ADAM KARNIK
HP Sports Writer

Photo provided

Lake Michigan College’s Kelsee Kinder shoots a free throw 
during a game this season. 
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Cubs start off season of high expectations

ANAHEIM, Calif.  — 
The Chicago Cubs are load-
ed with pitching, power and 
playoff experience. A fran-
chise that hasn’t won the 
World Series in 108 years 
opens the season Monday 
night as a strong contender 
to reign in October.

Chicago’s most antici-
pated season in generations 
begins just down the street 
from Disneyland, but these 
Cubs are no Cinderellas.

“I think the expecta-
tions are wonderful,” Cubs 
manager Joe Maddon said 
Sunday. “Pressure is a won-
derful word. And if  you 
channel it properly, it’s go-

ing to make you better.”
Cy Young winner Jake 

Arrieta takes the mound 
against Garrett Richards 
and the Los Angeles Angels 
to open a year of enormous 
expectations and thrilling 
possibilities. Thousands of 
the longest-suffering fans 
in baseball will be at Angel 
Stadium to herald the start.

The Cubs haven’t shied 
away from the spotlight 
trained on their talent — or 
the accompanying magnifi -
cation from the franchise’s 
1908 World Series drought.

“If you ask the guys in 
here, it makes the game 
even more fun,” Maddon 
said. “I mean, why would 
you want to go to a ball-
park with 10,000 people, 

and you’re predicted to fi n-
ish last? Why would you 
ever want to be there? I’ve 
been there, actually. And 
it’s no fun. I’d much rather 
have a raucous and crazy 
ballpark with a great fan 
base and high expectations, 
and try to live up to those.”

The Cubs won 97 games 
last season, only good for 
third in the brutally competi-
tive NL Central, but reached 
the Championship Series 
with a series of gritty playoff 
performances. They got even 
better in the offseason, add-
ing slugger Jason Heyward, 
Ben Zobrist and John Lack-
ey to a team already bursting 
with young talent.

“When you have a team 
that’s already won 97 games, 

and then you have the tal-
ent level that we’ve added, 
there’s high expectations,” 
catcher David Ross said. 
“We embrace that. We’re 
excited about that. We’re 
excited about having those 
guys on board, because 
they’re going to make us 
better in so many different 
ways.”

The Cubs begin the two-
game interleague series 
against Mike Trout, Albert 
Pujols and the Angels, who 
missed the playoffs on the fi -
nal day of their 85-win sea-
son last fall. Aside from the 
wondrous Trout, the Angels 
have only a fraction of the 
Cubs’ young talent despite 
missing the playoffs in fi ve 
of the last six seasons.

By GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer

Kyle Busch sweeps Martinsville

MARTINSVILLE, Va.  
— Kyle Busch pulled away 
on a restart with 11 laps 
to go and outran AJ All-
mendinger to the fi nish for 
his fi rst NASCAR Sprint 
Cup Series victory at Mar-
tinsville Speedway, and a 
sweep of the two-race week-
end.

Busch, who won for the 
fi rst time in 31 starts at 
Martinsville in a truck race 
on the 0.526-mile oval on 
Saturday, dominated in the 
premier division in bright 
sunshine but cool tempera-
tures that never let the track 
get quite as sticky as it nor-
mally does.

He led 352 laps, the most 
since Bobby Hamilton led 
378 on April 20, 1998.

Allmendinger was sec-
ond, followed by Kyle 
Larson, Austin Dillon and 
Brad Keselowski.

The fi nish looked noth-
ing like the leaderboard 
for most of the race, but 
Busch and teammate Matt 
Kenseth stayed out when a 
caution fl ew with 15 laps to 
go while the rest of the con-
tenders pitted for fresher 
tires.

When the green fl ag 
fl ew, Busch sailed off, All-
mendinger beat Kenseth 
to the inside position and 
Busch’s Joe Gibbs Racing 
teammate got hung up on 
the outside and faded to a 
15th-place fi nish.

It was a reversal of the 
events of the previous re-
start, with 34 laps to go, 

By HANK KURZ JR. 
AP Sports Writer

Clicking into place

CHICAGO (AP) — Pat-
rick Kane not only did a 
number on the Boston Bru-
ins, he reached some mile-
stone numbers himself.

So did Blackhawks coach 
Joel Quenneville.

Kane had three goals and 
an assist as Chicago raced 
to a six-goal lead in the sec-
ond period before hanging 
on for a 6-4 victory over 
Boston on Sunday.

Kane’s scoring spree gave 
him 100 points for the fi rst 
time in his nine-year career. 
The win was career No. 800 
for Quenneville.

“A special day,” Kane 
said. “My 100th point on a 
hat-trick goal as well. Pret-
ty cool the way it happened. 
Just one of those nights 
where things are going in.

“Our line was creating a 
lot and had a lot of chanc-

es. Just a fun 
night over-
all.”

Kane was 
c l i c k i n g 
with line-

mates Artemi Panarin and 
Artem Anisimov early and 
often in the club’s fourth 
win it its last fi ve games. 
Panarin had a goal and 
three assists, while Anisi-
mov added a goal and two 
assists.

“They were great,” 
Quenneville said. “Indi-
vidually, collectively, fun 
to watch, nice plays on the 
goals.”

Quenneville said his 800th 
win was nerve-wracking as 
the Bruins fell short with a 
late comeback. But he was 
quick to point out the sea-
son-long accomplishments 
of Kane, a top candidate 
for the NHL’s Hart Trophy 
as league MVP.

“Getting 40 goals is a big 

achievement,” Quenneville 
said. “Getting 100 points 
in today’s game, not too 
many players in the last few 
years have accomplished 
that feat. He’s had a special 
year.”

Jonathan Toews also 
scored for the Blackhawks, 
who won’t fi nish lower than 
third in the Central Divi-
sion and will avoid a wild-

card playoff seeding.
Kane’s second career 

regular-season hat trick — 
both this season — lifted 
him to 43 goals, the most 
for a Chicago player since 
Tony Amonte hit that mark 
in 1999-2000. He’s the 
fi rst Blackhawk to reach 
100 points since Jeremy 

By MATT CARLSON 
Associated Press

Kane hat trick and assist 
lead Blackhawks past Bruins

Chicago

6
Boston

4

Jeff Haynes / AP

Chicago Blackhawks right wing Patrick Kane (88) scores a goal past Boston Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask (40) during the first period 
of an NHL hockey game Sunday, April 3, 2016, in Chicago.
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Jeff Haynes / AP

Chicago Blackhawks right wing Patrick Kane (88) celebrates his 
goal against the Boston Bruins during the first period of an NHL 
hockey game Sunday, April 3, 2016, in Chicago.


