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In this April 5 
photo, Pedro 
Alejandro 
Lopez, 83, 
stands in 
his home 
on Calle 
Habana in 
Old Havana, 
Cuba. Lopez, 
his wife and 
blind son live 
on his $12 
monthly pen-
sion, barely 
enough to 
cover his 
daily expens-
es and a 
burden to 
maintain the 
large, slowly 
decaying 
home.
Desmond Boylan 

/ AP

Stories from Calle Habana

HAVANA — In the Old Ha-
vana neighborhood Cubans call 
Angel Hill, a dramatic transfor-
mation is underway. Crumbling 
old buildings are being replaced 
with expensive, shiny new restau-
rants and restored buildings for 
wealthier Cubans and tourists. 
Here are the stories of fi ve resi-
dents of Calle Habana on how 
the changes are impacting them.

Pedro Alejandro Lopez, 83
Lopez and his wife moved into 

their four-bedroom colonial on 
Calle Habana 40 years ago. A 
truck driver with the national 
electric company, he was even-
tually allowed to purchase the 
house, which was built in 1918, in 
exchange for monthly payments 
of 50 pesos over the course of 20 
years – the equivalent of about $2 
a month, not adjusted for infl a-
tion.

The elderly couple and their 
blind son now live on his $12 
monthly pension. It’s barely 
enough to cover daily expenses 
and a burden to maintain the 
large, decaying home. The family 
still uses a 1960 General Electric 
refrigerator, which on a recent af-
ternoon had just a few bottles of 
water inside.

Lopez is eager to sell the house 
and buy a smaller one in better 
condition. The property is cur-
rently listed on a realty website 
for $55,000.

“We still don’t know exactly 
how much money we can ask for 
this,” he said. “We’ll have to see.”

A real estate agent helping to 
sell the property said Lopez’s 
home hasn’t been snatched up as 
quickly as others because the gov-
ernment still owns an apartment 
on the building’s second fl oor, 
which needs signifi cant repairs 
and cannot be sold.

Lopez has never spoken to the 
tourists who now stroll through his 
street, nor has he ever dined at the 
new Habana 61 restaurant, where 
a meal of grilled lobster with tropi-
cal fruit sauce would cost his entire 
monthly pension. Nonetheless, he’s 
enjoying watching the transforma-
tion of his street.

“Before we had a monotonous 
life,” he said. “Now there’s more 
activity.”

Reinaldo Bordon, 44
For nearly 20 years, Bordon 

and two friends worked in Ha-
vana restaurants, slowly pulling 
together their life savings and pur-
chasing the property where they 
started Habana 61 in late 2013.

The restaurant has been an 
overwhelming success: It’s cur-
rently listed as the second-high-
est-ranked restaurant in Havana 
on TripAdvisor, with more than 
500 reviews.

Inside, there are sleek leather 
chairs and neon painted walls dec-
orated with abstract artwork of 
cityscapes. The chefs cook up tra-
ditional Cuban food, like the beef 
stew known as ropa vieja, but with 
a modern take. On a recent after-
noon, a bartender made a tray full 
of mojitos for a group of tourists.

“Our clients are basically tour-
ists,” he said. “Though Cubans do 
come as well.”

When Bordon and his friends 
arrived on Calle Habana, the 
street was considerably worse 
for wear. Slowly they went about 
transforming the ground-fl oor 
apartment they had bought into 
a restaurant. It wasn’t an easy 
process. When they wanted to 
decorate the bathroom with black 
and white tiles, for example, they 
could only fi nd white ones.

So, they bought the white ones 
and had to wait until black tiles 
became available.

Calle Habana’s transformation 
has been dramatic to watch, Bor-
don said.

“The entire look of the block 
has changed,” he said.

Jose Angel Valls Cabarrocas, 70
Returning to Cuba after de-

cades living in Miami has been 
an emotional journey for Cabar-
rocas.

After fl eeing to the U.S. with 
his family at age 13, Cabarrocas 
learned recently he could buy 
property as long as he reclaimed 
his Cuban citizenship. A year 
ago, shortly after Presidents 
Raul Castro and Barack Obama 
announced the U.S. and Cuba 
would renew diplomatic relations, 
he decided to make a move.

Calle Habana was the street 
that called out to him.

“You can live here and while 
you’re here see the transition right 
in front of your eyes,” he said.

Cabarrocas is planning on mak-
ing the stately colonial home into 
a getaway for family and friends. 
He’s trying to keep the original 
vestiges of the 1930s building, 
though after 57 years with almost 
no maintenance, the property 
needs a lot of work – starting with 
new plumbing and electricity.

“It’s probably going to take a 
year,” he said.

Cabarrocas isn’t sure what lies 
ahead for Calle Habana but he’s 
optimistic.

“We can just hope and pray this 
genie has come out of the bottle 
and will never be back,” he said. 
“In fact, it’s impossible to get it 
back in.”

Magaly Gonzalez Martinez, 66
The collapsing tenement build-

ing where Martinez’s family and 
16 others live was once a tower-
ing mansion that belonged to a 
wealthy count.

Martinez is quick to point out 
the remnants of a prosperous past 
amid the rubble: Blue fl oral tiles 
that still peek through the crum-
bling walls. A marble stairway 
goes halfway up then drops off.

When she moved in 46 years 
ago, the building was still in rela-
tively good condition. But slowly 
it deteriorated until the roof col-
lapsed fi ve years ago, destroy-
ing the front of the building and 
sending fi refi ghters searching 
for residents through the debris. 
Luckily, no one was killed.

Since then, the residents have 
been wondering when the build-
ing will be repaired.

Martinez sees new restaurants 
and hostels for tourists popping 
up all around Angel Hill.

“Everything is very beautiful,” 
she said. “But we’re here in the 
middle with this ugly facade. And 
I don’t think it should be like that.”

She’s not optimistic the chang-
es underway will benefi t people 
like her anytime soon.

“We’re waiting for a miracle,” 
she said.

By CHRISTINE ARMARIO 
Associated Press

BUSINESS PEOPLE
Wightman & Associates
welcomes new members

BENTON HARBOR 
—  Wightman & Associates Inc. 
hired  four professionals to its 
team of service providers.

Elisabeth Borre 
of St. Joseph joined 
the WAI leadership 
team as director of 
human resources. 
Borre brings 10 
years of human re-
source expertise to 
the company, most 
recently working 
for FITCH/WPP, a global archi-
tecture and design fi rm, as hu-
man resource leader in its North 
American division. She holds an 
MBA from Loyola University, a 
bachelor of arts degree in human 
resources and society from Michi-
gan State University, and SHRM-
SCP and HRCI-CA certifi cations.

Jeffrey Clay of  
Portage, Mich. was 
hired as survey crew 
chief, working out 
of the WAI Portage 
offi ce. Clay recently 
relocated to the 
area from Fresno, 
Calif. Clay is a 
graduate of Cali-
fornia State Uni-
versity, Fresno with a bachelor of 
science degree in geomatics engi-
neering. He is an experienced sur-
vey technician with background in 
boundary surveys, ALTA/ACSM 
surveys, topographic surveys and 
construction staking.

Mike Moser of St. Joseph joined 
the WAI Benton 
Harbor offi ce as an 
Engineering CAD 
technician drafter. 
He earned an asso-
ciate of industrial 
design degree from 
Lake Michigan 
College and brings 
nearly 20 years of 
design and construction experi-
ence to his role with the company.

Andrew Rudd of Kalamazoo 
joined the WAI 
Portage offi ce as an 
engineer in train-
ing. He holds a 
bachelor of science 
degree in engineer-
ing from Western 
Michigan Univer-
sity with a major 
in civil engineering. 
His background includes design, 
GIS, and surveying experience 
with the Michigan Department of 
Transportation, and engineering 
design in the utility industry.

To learn more or to reach one 
of these professionals, call Wight-
man & Associates, Inc. at 927-
0100 or fi nd them online at www.
wightman-assoc.com.

Items for Business People can be emailed to 
business@TheHP.com, faxed to 429-4398, or 
mailed to The Herald-Palladium, attention: Busi-
ness, P.O. Box 128, St. Joseph, MI 49085.
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BUSINESS MEETINGS
Kinexus to offer 
supervisory event

BENTON HARBOR — 
Kinexus is hosting a supervisory 
skills overview event April 26  to 
equip supervisors and leaders 
with the skills to thrive in today’s 
manufacturing management envi-
ronment.

Empowering next-level supervi-
sors will re-open the door to effec-

tive leadership and bridge the gap 
between newer and seasoned work 
forces, senior and junior staff, as 
well as front offi ce or plant fl oor 
associates, Kinexus reported.

The event, called “Filling the Su-
pervisory Gap,” will be at Kinexus 
at 499 W. Main St. in Benton Har-
bor from 8:30-10:30 a.m.

The event is free, but registration 
is required. To register, visit mmtc.
org, click “MMTC Events,” and 

search the special events section or 
go directly to goo.gl/IQQq0v.

Business workshop 
on managing finances

BENTON HARBOR — Small 
business owners can  sign up for 
the three-session workshop series 
called “Introduction to Quick-
Books for Small Business,” begin-
ning May 9 from 6-9 p.m. with 

subsequent sessions May 16 and 
May 23 at Lake Michigan College 
– South Haven Campus at 125 
Veterans Blvd. in South Haven.

These workshops led by lo-
cal small business owner, David 
Ravitch of Ravitron, will offer best 
practices in the overall use and un-
derstanding of the software. Dur-
ing the three sessions, small busi-
ness participants will learn how to:
• Prepare and interpret fi nan-

cial reports.
• Enter fi nancial data,
• Use relevant functions to 

manage fi nancial aspects of their 
business.

The cost for this three-session 
workshop series is $145 and the 
registration deadline is May 2. A 
limited number of partial schol-
arships are available for qualifi ed 

Solving dilemmas

ST. JOSEPH — The “cable guy” 
will be at your house between 8 a.m. 
and noon, but you have to be at work.

Your dog is expecting you home 
at the usual 5:15 to feed and let her 
outside, but your boss just told you 
you’ll have to work until at least 7.

It’s for people facing such dilem-
mas that Sheila Jenkins started 
Lakeside Professional Services 
LLC.

Since starting March 1, she said 
she’s done a lot of pet checks (feed-

ing, walking, “doing 
their duty”), not 
only for people on 
vacation, but also 
for people stuck at 
work.

Some clients al-
ready have given 
Jenkins  their house 
keys, so if they call 
on a moment’s notice she can go 
right over.

Jenkins has helped people move 
by sorting through items,  fi ling 
changes of address, helping un-
pack and meeting the movers at 
the house.

The St. Joseph resident has driv-
en people to O’Hare and Midway 
airports in the Chicago area and 
picked up dry cleaning, prescrip-
tions and done light housekeeping 

in their absence.
“I hear so many people say 

they’re so busy, they don’t have 
time to do things any more, so 
since I like to help people, (it was) 
a perfect niche,” Jenkins said in ex-
plaining why she started her busi-
ness. “...There is no greater joy 
than helping people.”

Jenkins, 53, worked nine years at 
Great Lakes Eye Care as a doctor’s 
assistant, then was off work for 
about a year while she helped her 
parents, who were having health 
problems. (Her mother died last 
October.)

When she got the idea for Lake-
side Professional Services, she went 
to the Women’s Business Center at 
Cornerstone Alliance in Benton 
Harbor, where she learned what 
needed to be done to start a busi-

ness. WBC Manager Margaret 
Adams helped Jenkins get her 
business bonded, connect with 
resources to create a website and 
accounting services and provided 
“lots of encouragement.”

In addition to tasks already 
mentioned, others Jenkins can do 
include grocery shopping, driving 
clients to medical appointments, 
taking motor vehicles in for ser-
vice, proofreading and American 
Sign Language services. A longer 
list of these services can be found 
at www.LakesideSJ.com.

She earned a four-year degree 
from Bethel College in Mishawa-
ka, Ind., in American Sign Lan-
guage interpreting. She mostly 
teaches ASL, but can interpret if a 
certifi ed interpreter isn’t required.

“I’ve done weddings and funer-

als,” said Jenkins, who signs at the 
11 a.m. service every Sunday at the 
First Church of God in St. Joseph.

Jenkins’ usual business hours are 
weekdays from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
but she will work evenings and 
weekends by appointment.

She can be contacted at 470-
6820 (call or text, but she suggests 
calling if it’s an emergency) or 
LakesideSJ@gmail.com. Jenkins 
usually charges based on the time 
a job takes, but in some instances, 
charges a fl at fee.

And what happens when she 
can’t be in two places at once?

“I do contract with some other 
people,” she said.

As her one-person business ex-
pands, she hopes to have more 
people available to work under 
contract to do jobs for clients.

By MICHAEL ELIASOHN
HP Correspondent JENKINS

Lakeside Professional 
Services open and 
helping ‘the busy people’

Residents about the transforming city
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