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The Watervliet Downtown Development Authority is seeking public’s comment into ways to 
make the downtown more pedestrian friendly. The photo taken Thursday along Main Street.

Watervliet’s vision thing 

WATERVLIET — Elim-
inating the center turn 
lane, widening sidewalks 
to encourage outdoor din-
ing and creating a public 
events area are part of  a 
nearly $4 million vision to 
enhance downtown Wa-
tervliet.

And the Downtown De-
velopment Authority  will 
unveil it at an open house 
Saturday.

“We want to make down-
town Watervliet a mag-
net for investment,” said 
Jorden Parker of  Wight-
man  Wightman & As-
sociates Inc.  The  Benton 
Township firm helped the 
DDA develop the plan.

The DDA will host an 
open house 9-11 a.m. Sat-
urday at the fire station to 
get more public comment 
on the plan. There will be 
formal presentations at 
9:30 and 10:30 a.m.

Eliminating the center 
turn lane on Main Street 
(Michigan 140) downtown 
would accomplish two 
things, Parker said.

It would allow for side-
walk widening on both 
sides of  the street, which 
would allow restaurants 
and bars to offer outdoor 
seating. It  would have a 

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

City to unveil       
ambitious downtown 
plan Saturday

County elected 
officials to get 2% 
pay hike in 2017

ST. JOSEPH — Those 
candidates voted into 
elected office in  Novem-
ber in Berrien County 
– including members of 
the Board of  Commis-
sioners – will see 2 percent 
increases in the salaries 
starting Jan. 1.

County commission-
ers approved a resolution 
Thursday that provides 
a 2 percent pay hike for 
2017 and 2018, and covers 
the prosecuting attorney, 
sheriff, clerk, register of 
deeds, treasurer and drain 
commissioner, along with 
county commissioners 
and the appointed mem-
bers of  the Berrien Coun-
ty Road Commission. The 
resolution allows the sala-
ries to be reviewed again 
in two years.

The pay increase for the 
Board of  Commissioners 
came at the recommenda-
tion of  Administrator Bill 
Wolf  who, after studying 
the compensation of  of-
ficials in similar counties, 
determined that com-
missioners’  salaries were 
comparable – though they 

worked more for their 
money.

Of  the 18 other boards 
Wolf looked at, they all ei-
ther meet once or twice a 
month, while the Berrien 
County board meets four 
times a month.

“It must be clearly stat-
ed that no other county 
in our sample expects the 
same time commitment 
from their commission-
ers,” Wolf  wrote in his 
report. “With four formal 
meetings a month plus the 
weekly workshops and 
...  committee meetings 
(versus the customary one 
or two meetings for other 
counties) Berrien County 
commissioners have sig-
nificantly more meetings, 
and arguably work harder 
and longer.”

While Berrien was 
eighth in population 
among those counties, its 
adjusted compensation 
–  including health insur-
ance and per diem pay for 
meetings  –  ranked 13th, 
Wolf  discovered.

The 2 percent raise will 
take the annual salary 
for commissioners from 
$9,822 for 2016 to $10,018 
in 2017 and $10,218 in 
2018.

The salary for board 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

They work hard for 
the money, Wolf says

Listen to 
educators, 
for a 
change

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
—  State schools Super-
intendent Brian Whiston 
says he has a novel idea for 
colleagues and state legisla-
tors – let educators take the 
lead on the issues that mat-
ter to them.

“Our voice needs to 
be heard in education – 
school board members, 
superintendents, admin-
istrators, teachers,” Whis-
ton told Berrien and Cass 
county educators gath-
ered Wednesday at Berrien 
RESA. “When they (state 
legislators) want to solve 
problems in education, 
they seem to ask everyone 
but us, the experts. And we 
need to change that.”

That perspective comes 
from someone who’s served 
as a school board member 
for 17 years and was su-
perintendent of Dearborn 
Public Schools, which is the 
state’s third largest public 
school system, he said.

“You are the experts. You 
are the ones that are mak-
ing a difference in the lives 
of kids, and we need to 
work together in a partner-
ship way to move Michigan 
forward,” Whiston said.

Whiston was keynote 
speaker for the Berrien/
Cass School Boards’ spring 
dinner. Sixty-four people 
attended, according to Ber-
rien RESA Superintendent 
Kevin Ivers.

Whiston’s speech focused 
on how Michigan can be-
come a top 10 education 
state.

As part of that drive, 
Whiston said he wants to 
reduce the amount of re-
porting and paperwork 
that school districts have 
to do – which prompted 
a brief  burst of applause 
from his audience.

“In Dearborn, where I 

had 32 schools, we were fil-
ing these reports that were 
between 60 and 100 pages. I 
kept saying, ‘You’re wasting 
our time, and quite frankly, 
it isn’t making a difference 
in the classroom,’” he said.

On documents like 
school improvement plans, 
districts that are meet-
ing state objectives could 
file them every five years 
– rather than every year, 
Whiston said.

“If you want to drive 
change, people have to 
know and own the plan,” 
he said.

Since he started in July 
2015, Whiston has pushed 
for a more collaborative 
model in working with local 
districts – which is why he’s 
established committees to 
deal with issues like teacher 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

Ralph Heibutzki / HP correspondent

Michigan state schools Superintendent Brian Whiston responds 
to a question raised during his speech Wednesday to the Ber-
rien/Cass School Boards’ annual spring dinner. The event was 
in Berrien Springs.

No date set on Spielvogel hearing

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan College’s 
Board of Trustees and sus-
pended President Jennifer 
Spielvogel are trying to 
agree to a hearing date to 
consider her dismissal, the 
college reported Thursday.

The statement comes 
after Spielvogel’s lawyer, 
Bradley Glazier, told The 
Herald-Palladium the meet-
ing would be May 6.

“Should Dr. Spielvogel 
want the public to have ac-
cess to additional informa-
tion, it is her right to request 
an open just cause hearing,” 
LMC stated. “Both parties 
are currently working to fi-
nalize the date, which will 
be communicated publicly.”

Glazier said LMC’s board 
is ready to fire his client, who 
started the job Jan. 1.

LMC stated the college 
must balance the public’s 
right to know what drove 
the suspension and the legal 
landscape in which it must 
make personnel decisions.  

“As a public institution of 
higher learning, Lake Mich-
igan College sincerely val-
ues, respects and upholds 
the rights held by media 
organizations and members 
of the general public to ac-
cess public information.

“... As stewards of the col-
lege, we have a responsibil-
ity to preserve and protect 
its resources. The college is 
in the midst of a sensitive 
legal issue and is following 
due process to determine a 
resolution through a hear-
ing that will take place in 
less than thirty days.

“Releasing details in ex-
cess of the facts and state-
ments already published 

regarding this unfortunate 
situation in the meantime, 
not only places the college 
at unnecessary legal risk, 
but also compromises our 
obligation to protect the 
rights of an individual who 
is still employed by LMC 
and deserving of respect.”

The board voted April 
8 to suspend Spielvogel. 
Meeting minutes indicate 
trustees were upset about al-
leged unauthorized spend-
ing for, among other things, 
an inauguration and office 
renovations.

It said she showed poor 
leadership, was unprofes-
sional and violated policies.

Spielvogel has offered no 
public response, but Glazier 
told The Herald-Palladium 
that at most his client mis-
understood the board’s in-
terpretation of her ability to 
spend money. 

By HP STAFF

Shooting victim says she’s trying to forgive

DETROIT — The first 
person hurt in a mass 
shooting in southwestern 
Michigan says she can’t 
hate the man charged in 
the rampage and seeks to 
forgive him, even as she’s 
trying to walk and use her 
“completely reconstruct-

ed” arm.
Tiana Carruthers spoke 

publicly for the first time 
Thursday at the Kalama-
zoo hospital where she was 
treated after being hit four 
times in the Feb. 20 shoot-
ings that killed six people. 
Authorities say a man shot 
at people in three different 
locations in between driv-
ing passengers for Uber 

and that Carruthers shield-
ed children from danger.

“As far as the man who 
did this to me, for some 
reason I do not hate him, I 
don’t hate him at all. Some-
times I get angry with my-
self because I don’t,” said 
Carruthers, 25, who sat in 
a wheelchair with her arm 

By JEFF KAROUB 
Associated Press

BERRIEN COUNTY

State schools     
superintendent says 
those on front left out

College says it’s balancing right to know with due process
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