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LOCAL & STATE
Cass judge opening draws two candidates

CASSOPOLIS —  For-
mer Cass County Prosecu-
tor Scott Teter and Dowa-
giac lawyer Mark Herman 
want to be Cass Coun-
ty’s next circuit court 
judge with Judge Michael 
Dodge slated to retire.

Teter announced  his 
candidacy at a press con-
ference Wednesday.  Her-
man announced his candi-
dacy in a press release late 
last week.

The filing deadline is 
April 19. If  no one else 
runs, Teter and Herman 
will face each other on the 

November ballot. If  more 
people file, there will be 
an August primary elec-
tion to bring the number 
of  candidates down to 
two.

Teter, 53, of  Edwards-
burg served as the pros-
ecutor from 1996 to 2003 
before taking a position 
with the Michigan Attor-
ney General’s office pros-

ecuting major fraud cases. 
He and his wife, Susan, 
have three children.

He is making his second 
run for a Cass judgeship, 
having lost a three-way 
race for district judge 
eight years ago.

Teter said he’s running 
to continue Dodge’s leg-
acy.

“His courtroom has 
been run with unsur-
passed wisdom, and he is 
one of  the most respect-
ed judges in the state of 
Michigan,” he told report-
ers.  “It would be a privi-
lege and honor to contin-
ue the legacy he started.”

Teter said he has expe-

rience in making the right 
calls, whether prosecuting 
the 2001 Rainbow Farms 
standoff or handling child 
support and fraud cases 
with the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office.

He called the race differ-
ent than the one he lost in 
2008, noting  the circuit 
court handles the most se-
rious of  criminal and civil 
cases. He  said  he’s not 
running against Herman 
but for the judge position.

Wednesday’s press con-
ference was at the Cass 
County Law & Courts 
Building

Herman, 58, is a Niles 
native who  received his 

law degree from Detroit 
College of  Law in 1982 
and began his career as 
Dodge’s law clerk. He is is 
a partner with John May-
gar in Dowagiac. He and 
his wife, Margie, live in 
Howard Township.

His career includes 
work as an assistant 
prosecutor in Cass, as 
the Cass County Probate 
Court administrator and 
referee and seven years as 
as prosecutor for the Po-
kagon Band of  Potawa-
tomi Indians.

He has been the Cassop-
olis village prosecutor 
for the last 10 years and 
serves as legal counsel for 

the band’s Ethics Board.
He served 14 years as 

president of  the Cass 
County Youth Commit-
tee, vice chairman of  the 
Dowagiac Area Chamber 
of  Commerce and vice 
president of  the Dogwood 
Fine Arts Festival board. 
He is a member of  the 
Dowagiac Rotary Club.

He said the circuit court 
judgeship opening affords 
him the opportunity “to 
bring his abilities to a po-
sition which requires fair-
ness, service to communi-
ty, and a knowledge of  the 
law to continue to afford 
justice to the citizens of 
the Cass County.”

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

HERMANTETER

Berrien County 
treasurer has office 
hours in Niles

NILES  — Berrien 
County Treasurer Bret 
Witkowski is offering  of-
fi ce hours in Niles at the 
Berrien County Court-
house to help  south 
county residents who are 
behind on paying their 
property taxes.

Witkowski will be at 
the Niles location, 1205 
N. Front St., from 9 a.m.-
noon Tuesdays.

He said  that after the 
Great Recession hit the 
country, the number of 
Berrien County proper-
ties that faced foreclosure 
for non-payment of  taxes 
jumped by 400 percent, 
with many of  those in the 
Niles and Buchanan ar-
eas.

To assist property own-
ers in avoiding foreclo-
sure, Witkowski will be 
available to talk about 
tax payment plans. This 
is an extension of  efforts 
earlier in the year, during 
which Witkowski visited 
libraries on Saturdays  to 
meet with residents who 
are behind on their taxes.

Hundreds of  residents 
responded. Since last fall, 
the treasurer has been 
able to get 550 proper-
ties on monthly tax pay-

ment plans, up from 282 
in October. That’s more 
than half  of  properties 
that were at risk of  fore-
closure, Witkowski said.

The goal is to get prop-
erty owners on a payment 
plan that will get them 
caught up within seven to 
eight months per tax year, 
Witkowski said.

There are different op-
tions available.  Berrien is 
one of  the few Michigan 
counties participating 
in the Tax Foreclosure 
Avoidance Agreement 
program. This allows 
owners of  a homestead 
property to lower the in-
terest rate on their debt 
by paying off  their 2015 
back taxes and agreeing 
to a payment plan of  no 
more than fi ve years.

A property that three 
years behind on taxes is 
foreclosed by the county 
and made available dur-
ing the annual land auc-
tions in June and Sep-
tember. Last year saw a 
record number of  prop-
erties go on the auction 
block, and Witkowski 
expects that number to 
increase this year.

Witkowski reminded 
residents that today is the 
last day to pay taxes owed 
for 2013 and before.

For information on tax 
payment plans or other 
tax issues, contact the 
treasurer’s offi ce at 983-
7111, Ext. 8569.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Bret Witkowski 
available for those 
behind on taxes

Fire consumes 
house in Dowagiac

DOWAGIAC — One 
fi refi ghter suffered a mi-
nor burn Tuesday as 
several fi re departments 
battled a blaze that de-
stroyed a house in the 300 
block of  Pokagon Street 
in Dowagiac.

Public Safety Direc-
tor Steven Grinnewald 
did not release the name 
of  the injured fi refi ghter, 
but said he was taken care 
of  at the scene by Pride 
Care ambulance workers. 
Grinnewald did not re-
lease the exact address of 
the home or the owner’s 
name. He said no one was 
in the house at the time of 
the fi re.

The Dowagiac Fire De-
partment was called at 
7:39 p.m. and arrived at 
7:43 p.m. to fi nd  heavy 
smoke pouring from the 
attic. Firefi ghters deter-
mined no one was inside 
and tried to go in to fi ght 
the fi re, but the smoke and 
fl ames were too strong. 

The department called 

for help from Indian Lake 
Fire Department and 
Wayne Township Fire 
Department. 

Grinnewald said the 
fi re was hard to extin-
guish due to the layout of 
the attic, extreme fl ames 
and continual weakening 
of  the structure. Pokagon 
Township and Sister 
Lakes fi re departments 
were also called to help.

The fi re was under con-
trol just after 9:30 p.m. 
but crews were at the 
scene until midnight.

The cause of  the fi re 
remains under investiga-
tion, but it appears to be 
accidental, Grinnewald 
said.

Assisting fi refi ghters 
at the scene were offi cers 
from the Dowagiac Police 
Department and Pokagon 
Band Tribal Police De-
partment, as well as med-
ics from Pride Care am-
bulance and crews  from 
SEMCO Energy and the 
Dowagiac Department of 
Public Services.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 
932-0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer
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State Street runs through the state-recognized Old St. Joseph Neighborhood. WRKR and Scenic Michigan recently voted State 
Street as No. 2 of Michigan’s five most beautiful streets.

SJ’s State Street receives plaudits
ST. JOSEPH —   St. Jo-

seph’s State Street, with its 
towering trees and historic 
homes, along with down-
town’s unique shops, has 
been tapped by a Kalama-
zoo radio station as  No. 
2  of Michigan’s fi ve most 
beautiful streets.

When the travel website 
PureWow posted its list 
of the fi ve most beauti-
ful streets in America, the 
folks at WRKR and Scenic 
Michigan noted that the 
Wolverine State had been 
slighted.

To correct this oversight, 
Eric Meier, managing editor 
for the websites of Town-
square Media in Southwest 
Michigan,  made his own 
ranking of the state’s most 
stately thoroughfares.

“From our historic and 
quaint villages and Great 
Lakes scenes, it’s not diffi -
cult to select beautiful street 
scenes across Michigan,” 
Meier wrote. “It’s more dif-
fi cult to narrow them down 
to just fi ve.”

State Street made the 
grade by being the quintes-
sential lakeside community.

“With so many picture 
perfect downtowns along 

Lake Michigan from New 
Buffalo north to Petoskey, 
it’s exceptionally diffi cult 
to fi nd one street that could 
possibly encapsulate what 
it means to be a Michigan 
beach town,” the article 
posted Tuesday said. “But 
we think we’ve found one 
in State Street, St. Joseph. 
The southern portion of 
the street features stately 
Queen Anne homes, part 
of the state-recognized Old 
St Joseph Neighborhood 
Historic District, while the 
upper three blocks of the 
brick-lined street are home 
to St. Joe’s shopping dis-
trict.”

When informed about 

the distinction, Whitney 
Behnke, executive director 
off St. Joseph Today, wasn’t 
surprised.

“Whether you are tak-
ing a leisurely stroll on a 
nice spring day, stopping 
in a quaint shop to browse 
unique selections or are 
immersed in an action 
packed, fun-fi lled event, 
State Street has it all and 
caters to audiences of all 
ages and interests,” Behnke 
commented.

“State Street is like Main 
Street USA,” said  Susan 
Mason, owner of Friend by 
Design.

The Old St. Joseph 
Neighborhood’s plaque 

points out that more than 
100 historic homes built in 
the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries remain.

“They exemplify popular 
architectural styles rang-
ing from Spanish Colonial 
Revival to American Four-
square. Of particular inter-
est are the elegant Queen 
Anne style homes,” the 
plaque reads.

Lake Shore Drive on 
Mackinac Island, which 
welcomes the feet of thou-
sands of visitors but no 
cars, was listed as No. 1. 
Other streets on the list are 
the Tunnel of Trees along 
M-119 between Harbor 
Springs and Cross Village; 
Portage Avenue in Sault St. 
Marie; and St. Clair River 
Drive in Algonac.

Two weeks ago, on the 
WRKR website, Meier 
posted an article with a St. 
Joseph Today promotional 
video from several years 
ago with two puppets sing-
ing about the attractions 
there.

Scenic Michigan’s Face-
book page has a link to 
PureWow’s original article, 
as well as a place to nomi-
nate your own favorite 
Michigan street.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Annual recycling day April 13 at LMC campus

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The seventh annual Re-
duce, Reuse, Recycle Day 
will be 3-7 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 13, in the Lake Michi-
gan College Napier Avenue 
campus parking lot.

The event is sponsored by 
the  Berrien County Parks 
Department and LMC.

This event is open to Ber-
rien County residents only, 
and no business waste will 
be accepted.

Accepted items  include 
electronics, appliances, 
household chemicals, home 
medical waste,  magazines, 

books, hard foam or poly-
styrene, shoes, eye glasses, 
bicycles,  clean/empty plas-
tic grocery bags, and per-
sonal documents for on-
site shredding. 

“Many volunteers from 
the college and the com-
munity will be on hand 
to  welcome participants 
and unload materials from 
vehicles,” said Pam McVay, 
director of Student Life at 
LMC’s Napier Avenue cam-
pus.

In six years at this event, 
more than 3,000 community 
members have dropped  off  
92,000 pounds of house-
hold chemical waste, 102 
tons of electronics,  160 

bikes, 500 eye glasses, and 
countless books, magazines, 
and shoes for  reuse, recy-
cling, and proper disposal.

There is a recycling fee 
of $10 per computer moni-
tor and $20 per television 
(all  types). Payment must 
be made by cash or check, 
made out to County of Ber-
rien, at the event. Other 
items are accepted at no 
cost. However,  donations 
will be accepted to offset 
event costs.

Participants must en-
ter campus from Napier 
Avenue and follow the 
event  signs. The event will 
be set up in the parking lot 
in front of the Mendel Cen-

ter. Call Jill Adams, event 
co-coordinator at 983-7111 
ext.  8234 with questions, 
or visit www.berriencounty.
org/recycle.

The electronics accepted 
include computers, televi-
sions, appliances,  printers, 
or anything with a cord 
or battery operated. The 
household  chemical waste 
accepted includes home, 
garden, workshop and ga-
rage chemicals, home medi-
cal waste, batteries, and fl u-
orescent light bulbs. Latex 
paint is not accepted. For a 
complete list, go to the web-
site.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Traffic crosses State Street in downtown St. Joseph on Wednes-
day afternoon.


