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Into the overheated, under-in-
formed bathroom wars comes 

a well-timed intrusion of sanity 
in the form of a decision by the 
4th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals.

The court’s ruling in the case 
of Virginia high-school junior 
Gavin Grimm, a transgender 
boy, was correct – and ground-
breaking, with implications 
beyond the school setting. Yet 
the decision also 
creates the legal 
framework for 
situations more 
challenging – and 
perhaps more 
unsettling – than 
what should be 
the routine matter 
of letting people 
use their restroom 
of choice.

Grimm was born a girl but has 
changed his name, has under-
gone hormone therapy, and iden-
tifi es as a boy. When Grimm and 
his mother told school offi cials 
of this fact, they took it in stride. 
He used the boys’ restroom. No 
big deal.

Then the school board got in-
volved, with community meet-
ings that sunk to predictable lev-
els, with warnings of impending 
sexual assaults and straight boys 
donning dresses to infi ltrate the 
girls’ bathroom.

So Grimm was barred from 
the boys’ bathroom and told to 

choose between the girls’ facili-
ties or a new unisex restroom. 
For some students, the unisex 
alternative might have suffi ced. 
To Grimm, it served as a daily re-
minder of stigma and exclusion. 
If you scoff, remember what it 
felt like to be an adolescent, crav-
ing acceptance from your peers.

Grimm sued, claiming that the 
policy violated Title IX, the fed-
eral law barring educational in-
stitutions from discriminating on 
the basis of sex. But what does 
sex mean in this context? Is it de-
termined exclusively by reference 
to genitalia (as the lower court 
concluded) or, more broadly, by 
what the student understands 
himself or herself to be?

The Education Department 
has said schools “generally must 
treat transgender students consis-
tent with their gender identity.” 
The appeals court, splitting 2-to-
1, said that interpretation was 
entitled to deference, and sent 
Grimm’s case back to the lower 
court, which also has before it 
Grimm’s claim that his constitu-
tional rights were violated.

That seems like the right out-
come – which puts me, at least on 
this issue, with Donald Trump. 
Commenting on North Caro-
lina’s offensive – and, under the 
4th Circuit decision, legally vul-
nerable – bathroom law, Trump 
said Thursday that people should 
“use the bathroom they feel is ap-
propriate.”

Indeed. Just do your business. 
No peeking over urinal dividers 
or under stalls to check on your 
neighbor’s biological equipment. 
What invasion of privacy? What 
harm?

Here’s the more complicated 
part. Although Grimm dis-
avowed interest in using the boy’s 
locker room, the Education De-
partment’s reasoning applies in 
that setting too. Last year, the 
department intervened on behalf  
of a transgender Illinois girl who 
said she wanted equal access to 
the girls’ locker room, and not to 
be relegated to a separate facility. 
She wanted – as a mom, my heart 
goes out to her – “to be a girl like 
every other girl.”

The school district said it wor-
ried that allowing her into the 
locker rooms “would expose fe-
male students to being observed 
in a state of undress by a bio-
logically male individual.” The 
case ended up being settled with 
agreement involving privacy cur-
tains and accommodations for 
any girls who wanted additional 
privacy protections.

Transgender rights lawyers say 
the reality of such encounters 
turns out to be less problematic 
than the imagined intrusions. 
“We’re talking about people who 
also have their sense of privacy 
and modesty, and who are not 
going to want to have everyone 
see an anatomical part of them-
selves that they feel should never 

have been there in the fi rst place,” 
said ACLU lawyer Joshua Block, 
who represented Grimm.

Still, the implications of re-
quiring equal treatment lead to 
some challenging situations. If  
I had a transgender daughter 
about to start college, I’d want 
her to have the same opportunity 
as every freshman to bond with 
her roommate.

But if I were the mother of 
that roommate – if my daughter 
called and said her roommate 
turned out to be a transgender 
girl – I have to admit I’d be un-
nerved. Even for people of good-
will, the emergence of transgen-
der rights is going to take some 
adjusting.

And then there is Ted Cruz, 
who sunk, typically, to lowest-
common-denominator ugliness. 
“Grown adult men – strangers 
– should not be alone in a bath-
room with little girls,” he said, 
seizing on Trump’s comments. 
As if being transgender is equiv-
alent to a propensity to prey on 
children. Of the same gender.

The country needs a mature 
discussion of this complex issue, 
and how to accommodate com-
peting needs. Instead, the cam-
paign drives candidates like Cruz 
to pander to the worst instincts 
of the ignorant, and the basest 
of the base.

Ruth Marcus  is a columnist for The 
Washington Post. Her email address is:                
ruthmarcus@washpost.com.

By MICHAEL A. LINDENBERGER
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

It’s a time of  trial for Bernie 
Sanders, and so far he’s fail-

ing the test.
Tuesday’s night shellacking 

in New York was among the 
most signifi cant setbacks his 
campaign has faced. He spent 
big, played up his Brooklyn 
roots, and campaigned relent-
lessly in New York. He got 
clobbered. Races in Pennsylva-
nia and Maryland, to cite two 
fast-approaching examples, 
suggest it won’t get much eas-
ier in the near-term.

But that’s not his real prob-
lem.

As the results were coming 
in Tuesday, Sanders’ campaign 
manager Jeff  Weaver was asked 
on MSNBC whether Sanders 
would keep fi ghting for the 
nomination even if, after all 
the primary and caucus voting 
was over, he was still behind in 
both pledged delegates and the 
popular vote.

“Absolutely,” he said. “At 
this point, absolutely.”

This is a double-standard 
that undercuts Sanders’ au-
thenticity and threatens to 
undo much of  the good his 

hope-fi lled campaign has ac-
complished. And that’s not 
even the worst of  it.

Weaver said Sanders will try 
to win the nomination even if  
it takes appealing to the super-
delegates because Sanders is 
more electable in the fall, the 
same fl imsy rationale Sanders 
himself  used in March when 
he told Rachel Maddow of  his 
plans to rely on superdelegates 
to overcome any defi cit he 
may have among pledged del-
egates. (See: Sanders, Clinton, 
superdelegates and the double 
standard in the Democratic 
primary.)

But as The Washington Post 
noted, Weaver’s comments 
came after Clinton beat him 
by 16 points Tuesday. And he 
expanded on the point to say 
he’d fi ght to win through the 
superdelegates even if  he was 
losing both the delegate count 
and the popular vote.

Ezra Klein makes the spot-
on observation that this is pre-
cisely the campaign tactic that 
legions of  Sanders supporters 
raged about when his early 
surges made them think he had 
a good chance of  beating her 
in the pledged-delegate race. 
They worried she’d rely on 

his establishment connections 
among the superdelegates and 
essentially steal the election 
from the voters.

It was probably always a 
misplaced fear. Superdelegates 
favored Clinton overwhelm-
ingly in 2008, but when it be-
came clear that Clinton would 
not overtake Barack Obama’s 
lead in pledged delegates, they 
abandoned Clinton in droves.

Eight years later, Clinton’s 
lead over Sanders is much 
larger than Obama’s had been. 
(Clinton trailed Obama by 148 
pledged delegates on April 23 
in that year, a lead she would 
continue to reduce all the way 
through the fi nal voting in ear-
ly June.)

Clinton’s early lead in su-
perdelegates would have eas-
ily overcome that defi cit and 
made her the nominee – except 
that as it became clear that 
Obama was going to fi nish out 
with nearly 130 more pledged 
delegates than Clinton, they 
abandoned her in droves.

But they won’t this time, not 
if  Clinton keeps her lead in del-
egates. And why would they?

Believing that they will leave 
Clinton based on the fact that 
Sanders polls marginally high-

er against Trump is absurd. 
(She leads Trump in every poll 
used in the RCP average.) In 
fact, it’s delusional.

Where does this leave us? 
It’s too soon for Sanders to 
drop out. His chances of  win-
ning the pledged delegates are 
increasingly small. Some say 
vanishingly so. But they aren’t 
zero, and he has every right to 
keep asking voters to choose 
him. California, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey – they all hold large 
chests of  delegates to be won.

But if  – and I’d be willing 
to say when – it becomes clear 
that he simply can’t catch her, 
he should suspend his cam-
paign against Clinton and 
target instead the Republican 
front-runners. Only then can 
he begin the diffi cult but vital 
task of  unifying the party be-
hind its presumptive leader.

That would give him weeks, 
or perhaps longer, to conclude 
his campaign where most 
people thought it began and 
where it undoubtedly has al-
ready succeeded – in the ser-
vice of  ideas.

Michael A. Lindenberger is a member of the 
editorial board of the Dallas Morning News. 
Readers may email him at mlindenberger@
dallasnews.com

Have you noticed something differ-
ent about the Trump campaign? 

It’s been more than two weeks since 
the last really outrageous thing the 
Republican front-runner has said or 
done. In the old days – say, a month 
ago – Trump would have set off mul-
tiple hair-burning controversies in the 
same period. But now – nothing.

It’s not an accident. When it comes 
to outrageousness, 
Donald Trump has 
dialed it back, on pur-
pose. And indications 
from Trump world are 
that the new pattern 
will continue. (An ob-
vious warning: It might 
not; by the time this ar-
ticle appears, it’s always 
possible Trump could 
do or say something so shocking that 
the campaign is rocked for days.)

Why the change? Ask people 
knowledgeable about the campaign, 
and they’ll say the addition of new 
staff has had a quick effect. Pushed by 
his children, Trump has expanded his 
super-tight circle of advisers with the 
addition of Paul Manafort, and now 
others, too. The sense is that Trump 
actually can listen, both to advice on 
what to say and not to say. The mes-
sage has evolved; he is a better can-
didate than the man who messed up 
right and left just a few weeks ago.

With his latest crusade against 
“voterless victory,” Trump is scoring 
points again, not so much against Ted 
Cruz directly, but against the Repub-
lican establishment – always Trump’s 
most comfortable target. For Trump, 
Cruz’s vulnerability is not that he is 
part of the establishment, but that he 
has gotten in bed with the establish-
ment as the only way to win. 

To see the changes in the Trump 
campaign, look at the four-week pe-
riod between March 22, when Trump 
began to blow up his own campaign, 
and now. On the night of March 22, 
Trump saw a low-budget, anti-Trump 
Super PAC ad featuring a photo of 
his wife. He went straight to Twitter. 
“Lyin’ Ted Cruz just used a picture 
of Melania from a G.Q. shoot in his 
ad,” Trump tweeted. “Be careful, 
Lyin’ Ted, or I will spill the beans on 
your wife!” Not content to stop there, 
Trump made things infi nitely worse 
the next night, March 23, when he 
retweeted a meme from one of his fol-
lowers that featured a glamour shot 
of Mrs. Trump next to an unfl attering 
photo of Mrs. Cruz. It’s a simple rule 
of politics that you don’t attack your 
opponent’s wife – or husband, for that 
matter, unless his name is Bill Clinton. 
Trump had trampled all over the rule, 
and the blowback was intense. In the 
days before the April 5 Wisconsin pri-
mary, Trump’s rivals used it over and 
over against Trump.

But Trump was about to make 
things even worse. On March 30 
Trump said that, were abortion to be 
banned, there should be “some form 
of punishment” for women who have 
abortions. Angering both pro-lifers 
and pro-choicers, Trump then issued 
multiple clarifi cations of his position. 

Add to that Trump’s attack on Gov. 
Scott Walker, and the Trump cam-
paign was done in Wisconsin; Cruz 
beat Trump 48 percent to 35 percent. 
The newly energized #NeverTrump 
forces saw the state as a turning point 
which gave them a real shot at keeping 
Trump short of the 1,237 delegates he 
needs to win the GOP nomination.

And then something changed. On 
March 29, as things were falling apart 
in Wisconsin, Trump announced the 
hiring of Manafort, the veteran Re-
publican operative. Manafort osten-
sibly joined to serve as Trump’s con-
vention manager, but his role quickly 
expanded, in part at the expense of 
campaign manager Corey Lewan-
dowski, who at the time was facing 
possible criminal prosecution for a 
March 8 incident in which he grabbed 
a female reporter’s arm after a press 
conference in Florida. (Authorities in 
Florida announced on Thursday that 
the matter would be dropped.)

It took Manafort a few days to 
get up to speed. But since his arrival, 
Trump has been remarkably outrage-
free. He’s still giving the same basic 
performance in his rallies, but he has 
been a little more discriminating in 
his press appearances – two straight 
weeks without appearing on a Sunday 
chat show – and has stayed away from 
doing obviously dumb things, like at-
tacking his opponent’s wife. The cam-
paign hopes the bad period is over.

Now the question is whether Trump 
has the discipline to stay on a relative-
ly error-free course. He had some very 
good luck when the GOP primary 
schedule took him from his disastrous 
performance in Wisconsin to his best 
state of all, New York, and then to 
other friendly northeastern states. But 
Trump will need more than luck to 
suppress the impulses that have gotten 
him into trouble in the past. He’ll need 
to be a better candidate.

Byron York is chief political correspondent for The 
Washington Examiner.

Trump has 
upped his game

What happened to plan for 
Spielvogel to be assisted?

Editor,
Recent articles in The Herald-

Palladium reported the pending 
dismissal of recently hired Jen-
nifer Spielvogel as president of 
Lake Michigan College.

The reasons listed, but not ex-
clusive to, were expenditures for 
offi ce renovations and question-
able management style. I came 
across an article dated Jan, 27, 
2016, stating that exiting Presi-
dent Bob Harrison was to return 
to the college on a four-month 
consulting contract to help his 
successor ease the transition 
between administrators.

The article went on to say the 
role as a consultant would be 
to be an advocate and help Ms. 
Spielvogel become familiar with 
our community. Four months 
later, the board of directors of 
the college is considering ter-
minating Ms. Spielvogel. What 
happened with the consulting 
component? Were these issues 
not discussed and direction given 
to prevent such drastic action?

Mary Brown
St. Joseph

DNR should have tagged 
bear and tracked him

Editor,
The people of Southwest 

Michigan and Northwest 
Indiana sure became attached 
to their celebrity black bear. 
We haven’t had one around this 
area for almost 150 years. This 
bear was considered an icon by 

our area people.
I don’t claim to be the expert, 

but I am very knowledgeable 
about our Michigan black 
bears.

People assumed their bear 
would be eventually live 
trapped, ear-tagged, GPS-col-
lared and then they’d transport 
this precious little guy back to 
the Manistee National Forest 
area (Baldwin Bear Manage-
ment Unit) where I am sure he 
wandered from.

Well folks we were all wrong 
– authority has out-trumped 
common sense again. Our 
buddy was lured to a baited 
ambush site and BANG!

There is without doubt that 
our DNR will invent all kinds 

of nonsense excuses to justify 
this disgusting action.

This bear was not proven 
vicious, did not attempt aggres-
sion – he just surprised a few 
lucky people and the reaction 
was exciting. He did what bears 
do: exploring for food, try-
ing to survive and keeping to 
himself.

He could have been a famous 
“research bear” with his new 
GPS collar, and tracked by his 
people friends.

What a novel project for 
school children to track him 
(similar to “Santa Tracker” at 
Christmas time).

Well, that won’t happen.
Dale W. Gardell

St. Joseph
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Write us

Here’s how to submit a letter to 
the editor: 

E-mail: letters@TheHP.com

Regular mail: Editorial Page, 
The Herald-Palladium, P.O. Box 
128, St. Joseph, MI 49085

Fax: 269-429-4398

 All letters should include a 
daytime telephone number and 
street address for verification. 
The Herald-Palladium reserves 
the right to edit letters for length, 
style, grammar, inappropriate 
content and libel. Anonymous 
letters will not be published. 

Ruth
Marcus

Byron
York


