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Mark Parren / HP correspondent

State police are trying to identify the driver who died in a fiery Friday afternoon crash on westbound Briar Road in Bertrand 
Township, the Niles post reported. Troopers responding to the 2:40 p.m. call found the car engulfed in flames. Bertrand and 
Niles township firefighters put out the blaze.

DRIVER DIES IN BERTRAND CRASH

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — Only three months 
after she started, Lake 
Michigan College Presi-
dent Jennifer Spielvogel has 

been taken off the job for 
reasons that haven’t been 
stated publicly.

The LMC Board sus-
pended Spielvogel immedi-
ately after a special meet-
ing Friday, according to an 
LMC statement released 
that afternoon.

“LMC has a strong and 
dedicated team, and phe-
nomenal community sup-
port. We are confident 
in our ability to continue 
growing, innovating and 

serving our students with-
out compromise,” LMC 
Board Chairwoman Mary 
Jo Tomasini said.

The college’s statement 
didn’t specify what factors 
led to Spielvogel’s suspen-
sion, or whether she has 
been – or will be – fired 
from the job she started on 
Jan. 1.

“As an ongoing person-
nel matter pending a final 
resolution, specific contrib-
uting factors leading up to 

the decision are confiden-
tial,” the college’s statement 
said. “The Board of Trust-
ees is working closely with 
college and community 
stakeholders to determine 
the best steps moving for-
ward.”

The announcement of 
Spielvogel’s suspension fol-
lowed a meeting notice that 
Friday’s session  had been 
called “to discuss a written 
legal opinion from the col-
lege’s attorney related to an 

employment matter,” but 
gave no other details.

The board sounded a 
similar note in a letter from 
Tomasini that went out 
Friday to faculty, staff and 
students, which WSJM’s 
Pat Moody – a former 
LMC trustee – posted in his 
“Moody on the Market” 
column.

The letter emphasized 
that specific reasons for 
the board’s decision had to 
stay confidential, but that 

“please know that board – 
after long and careful delib-
eration – acted with the ut-
most consideration for the 
best interest of the college, 
or employees, students and 
the communities we serve,” 
it stated.

Employees with any 
work-related concerns 
arising from Spielvo-
gel’s suspension are being 
asked to check with their  

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Spielvogel just  
started her 4th 
month in post

LMC suspends president

ST. JOSEPH — Pedro 
Perez does not believe his 
brother murdered two peo-
ple in Hagar Township in 
January, but 
police and 
prosecutors 
do.

Alex Per-
ez, 24, was 
a r r a i g n e d 
by  Berrien 
County Trial 
Court Judge 
Charles La-
Sata Friday on two counts 
of first-degree premeditated 
murder in the Jan. 14 deaths 
of Renee Mitchell, 27, and 
her father John Mitchell, 
67. They were found dead 
in their home near Coloma 
the night of Jan. 14 by a 
relative. 

If convicted, Perez faces 
two mandatory life sen-
tences with no chance for 
parole. LaSata set his bond 
at $5 million. Perez was ar-
raigned by video from the 
Berrien County jail. He was 
booked into the jail Thurs-
day after having been extra-
dited from Colorado, where 
he was captured. 

Renee Mitchell was the 
mother of Perez’ two chil-
dren, Nova Perez, 4 and 
Luna Perez, 3. They were 
in the car with him when 
he was caught in George-
town, Colo., shortly after 
1 a.m. Jan. 15. An Amber 
alert had been issued for 
the girls.

Speaking to report-
ers after Alex Perez was 
arraigned, Pedro Perez 
said his brother is not a 
killer.

“He was always con-
cerned about the children. 

This is horrific for both 
families, but he thought his 
children were in danger,” he 
said. 

Perez said his brother had 
called Child Protective Ser-
vices many times with con-
cerns about the way the lit-
tle girls were living. He said 
he does not know where the 
girls are now. 

Employees at DiMag-
gio’s Pizza & Burgers 
across M-63 from where 
the Mitchells lived said 
the girls and their moth-
er had lived there since 
the girls were babies. The 
workers said they had 
never seen the girls’ father. 
They said Renee Mitchell 
sometimes came into the 
restaurant with the girls, 
and had done so a day or 
two before she was found 
dead.

Police said the Mitchells 
both died of blunt force 
trauma. They were found 
by a relative who had been 
unable to reach them by 
telephone.

Alex Perez grew up in 
Sawyer but was living in 
California before coming 
to Hagar Township in Janu-
ary and allegedly killing the 
mother and grandfather of 
his children.

He was arrested in Colo-
rado by a deputy from the 
Clear Creek County Sher-
iff’s Office who had noticed 
a parked vehicle with its 
lights on and engine run-
ning, with a man and two 
young children in the car. 
A dispatcher in Colorado 
announced a felony war-
rant from Michigan State 
Police for a man in a double 
homicide, parental kidnap-
ping and Amber Alert, and 

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Perez arraigned 
on murder charge, 
bond set at $5M

PEREZ

BENTON HARBOR 
— A federal judge Mon-
day ordered Benton Har-
bor Area Schools to pay 
Sodexo Management al-
most $2.8 million plus in-
terest.

“We’ll have to borrow 
the money,” said Consent 
Agreement Consultant 
Gregory Weatherspoon 
when contacted by phone 
Friday.

He said that because of 
spring break, he hasn’t had 
a chance to talk to school 
board members about 
the judgement, which 
was ordered  by U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Gordon 
Quist. Weatherspoon said 
he expects board mem-

bers to discuss the case at 
their work session at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday at Benton Harbor 
High School.

In addition, Weather-
spoon said school board 
members will have to dis-
cuss the school district’s 
options with the Michigan 
Department of Treasury 
because the district is un-
der a consent agreement 
with the state.

The school district 
signed the  agreement with 
the state on Sept. 23, 2014, 
after Gov. Rick Snyder 
declared the district to be 
in a financial emergency 
under Public Act 436 of 
2012, commonly called the 
emergency manager law. 
Most decisions made by 
the school board must be 
approved by the state-man-

dated consent agreement 
consultant and the state 
Department of Treasury. 
At the time, the school dis-
trict was about $15 million 
in debt. 

Attorneys for So-
dexo, based in  Maryland, 
sued  on Aug. 28, 2015, in 
federal court against the 
school district, stating it 
owes the company money 
for services provided but 
were never paid for.

Sodexo states in court 
documents it provided a 
variety of services to the 
school district from July 
2011 through Nov. 10, 
2014, including custodial, 
grounds maintenance and 
repair. In addition, the 
company provided the dis-
trict with security officers 
from August 2012 through 

August 2013.
The judge threw out 

eight of the 10 defenses the 
school district’s attorneys 
filed. On March 23, the at-
torneys withdrew the final 
two defenses, stating they 
couldn’t be substantiated.

Sodexo spokesman 
Gregory Yost said in an 
email the company is 
pleased with the judgement 
and had no  further com-
ment.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BH schools ordered to pay Sodexo almost $2.8M

SOUTH HAVEN — The 
South Haven City Council 
on Monday night will in-
troduce the city’s proposed 
ordinance regulating short-
term vacation rentals.

The ordinance calls for 
mandatory registration of 
all property used for short-

term rentals, defined by the 
city as between two nights 
and a month.

For all three single-family 
residential zoning districts, 
there is a proposed maxi-
mum adult occupancy cap 
of 16, but kids six and un-
der would not be included 
in the cap.

The occupancy cap could 
be raised to 24 adults in the 

RM-1, R-2 and B-3 zones 
under certain circumstances, 
and would require Planning 
Commission review. One of 
the stipulations of the higher 
occupancy cap would be fire 
suppression in the house.

The proposal further sets 
forth penalties for viola-
tions of the ordinance.

Approval was recom-
mended by the city Plan-

ning Commission.
The council Monday 

night will have the first of 
two required readings of 
the ordinance and will set a 
public hearing for its April 
18 meeting. The council 
could then consider its ap-
proval following the public 
hearing.

Zoning Administrator 
Linda Anderson stressed 

that the city council can ap-
prove or deny the ordinance 
as proposed, or make any 
changes it wants prior to 
approval.

The city briefly had a 
rental registration ordi-
nance in place from late 
2009 until 2010.

The new ordinance was 
drafted in response to citi-
zen complaints about the 

proliferation of large, new 
houses being built with the 
sole purpose of short-term 
rentals in the residential 
neighborhoods.

A six-month moratorium 
on such homes requires city 
Planning Commission site 
plan review and approval. 
It expires in mid-May. 

Contact: alersten@HP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

South Haven City Council to introduce proposed rental ordinance on Monday 

We’ll have to borrow the 
money.

GREGORY WEATHERSPOON
Consent agreement consultant

See PEREZ, page A8

See SPIELVOGEL, page A8
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .53º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .34º
Record High . . . . . . 77º in 1991
Record Low . . . . . . 15º in 1972
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.06"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.62"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.93"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 8.07"
Normal year to date . . . . . 7.36"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:12 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:21 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:57 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:15 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see partly cloudy 
skies with a 60% chance of snow, 
high temperature of 34º, humidity 
of 51%. North wind 10 to 15 mph. 
New snow accumulation of less 
than a half inch possible. Expect 
mostly cloudy skies tonight with a 
30% chance of snow.

Today, north winds to 30 kt diminishing to 15 to 25 kt late in the 
morning, then diminishing to 10 to 15 kt early in the afternoon 
becoming southeast late. Chance of snow showers. 

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Rain/Snow
49º / 39º
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Partly Cloudy
47º / 31º

Tuesday

Mostly Sunny
43º / 29º

Wednesday

Sunny
50º / 32º

Today

Snow Likely
34º

Tonight

Snow Possible
25º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Expect partly cloudy to cloudy skies today with scattered snow, highs 
in the 20s. North wind 5 to 15 mph. Sunday we will see cloudy skies 
with scattered snow, highs in the 30s.

Today, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with scattered snow, highs 
in the 30s. North northwest wind 14 mph. Skies will be cloudy Sunday 
with scattered rain and snow, highs in the 30s and 40s. 

?

Answer:
warnings were issued in 1953.

First
4/14

Full
4/22

Last
4/29

New
5/6

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 33
Main Offender ................Ozone

Forecast map for April 9, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

 25 years ago – 1991

A year-round community roll-
er skating program proposed by 
the Community Pathfinders of 
Covert is under consideration 
by the school board. The group 
is asking the district to buy 249 
pairs of indoor roller skates for 
an estimated $7,140.  The orga-
nization would repay the district 
the money in one year’s time with 
proceeds from a skate rental fee.

35 years ago – 1981
Three South Haven High 

School ensembles received Di-
vision One ratings in the State 
Solo and Ensemble Festival at 
Calvin College on April 4. The 
Chorale, women’s ensemble and 
men’s ensemble received the rat-
ings in both performance and 
sight-reading.

In addition, the Chorale was 
selected as one of 12 ensembles 
to perform in a special event on 
April 28 to determine the best 
ensemble in the state.

50 years ago – 1966
The bottles that people strew 

along Berrien County highways 
are helping a rural Sawyer boy 
save money for a college educa-
tion. Harold “Happy” Hecka-
thorn, 9-year-old son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Louis Heckathorn, 
of Sawyer, has been picking 
up bottles he finds alongside 
highways for three years. He’s 
already made $50 toward a col-
lege education by turning in 
the empties and collecting the 
deposits. Mrs. Heckathorn said 
that on a recent two-hour hunt-
ing expedition, her son came up 
with 108 bottles.

Today is Saturday, April 9, the 
100th day of 2016. There are 
266 days left in the year.

Highlight in History:
On April 9, 1865, Confederate 

Gen. Robert E. Lee surrendered 
his army to Union Lt. Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox 
Court House in Virginia.

On this date:
In 1413, the coronation of 

England’s King Henry V took 
place in Westminster Abbey.

In 1913, the first game was 
played at Ebbets Field, the new-
ly built home of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers, who lost to the Phila-
delphia Phillies, 1-0.

In 1939, singer Marian An-
derson performed a concert at 

the Lincoln Memorial in Wash-
ington D.C. after being denied 
the use of Constitution Hall by 
the Daughters of the American 
Revolution.

In 1942, American and Phil-
ippine defenders on Bataan ca-
pitulated to Japanese forces; the 
surrender was followed by the 
notorious Bataan Death March.

In 1965, the newly built As-
trodome in Houston featured its 
first baseball game, an exhibi-
tion between the Astros and the 
New York Yankees, with Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson in at-
tendance. (The Astros won, 2-1, 
in 12 innings.)

In 1983, the space shuttle Chal-
lenger ended its first mission with 
a safe landing at Edwards Air 
Force Base in California.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

department’s vice president.
Beyond that issue, the 

board will “continue to 
communicate updates as 
soon as information is 
available,” Tomasini said, in 
the letter.

The board voted in De-

cember 2015 to hire Spiel-
vogel to replace longtime 
president Bob Harrison, 
who’d led LMC since 2009, 
and retired after a 16-year 
career with the institution.

Before coming to LMC, 
Spielvogel served as vice 
president of evidence 
and inquiry since 2007 at 
Cuyahoga Community 
College in Ohio.

SPIELVOGEL
From page A1

the vehicle description 
matched the one the dep-
uty was looking at.

At the arraignment 
Friday, Berrien County 
Prosecutor Michael Sepic 
asked Judge LaSata to set 
bond for Perez at no less 

than $1 million.
LaSata said a worker 

who screens jail inmates 
had recommended $5 
million, and the judge 
agreed.

A pre-exam conference 
was set for April 15 and a 
preliminary hearing is set 
for April 21.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 
932-0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

PEREZ
From page A1

SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
(AP) — A man who origi-
nally pleaded not guilty to 
starting a massive fire two 
years ago has now admit-
ted he ignited the blaze 
that burned 80 structures in 

Northern California.
Thirty-nine-year-old 

Wayne Allen Huntsman 
pleaded guilty Friday to 
three counts of felony ar-
son in the September 2014 
King Fire.

Man sentenced in destructive 
2014 Northern California fire
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