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ST. JOSEPH — Two 
fi sherman had to swim and 
wade through a frosty Lake 
Michigan after their boat 
became swamped  Wednes-
day  off St. Joseph, Coast 
Guard Station St. Joseph 
reported.

The men in their 70s ap-
peared to have survived the 
plunge into  48-degree wa-
ter.

The Coast Guard with 
its 25-foot rescue boat re-
sponded to a 2:29 p.m. 
call to the rocky revetment 
about a quarter-mile south 
of the city water plant. The 
two chilled men were al-
ready sitting on the rocks, 
and one was unable to 
make the climb up the bluff  

to safety, Petty Offi cer Sam 
Van Lent said.

Getting that man into 
the Coast Guard boat was 
no simple matter because 
the vessel couldn’t get close 
enough to shore, Van Lent 
said. So crewmen and St. 
Joseph public safety offi -
cers recovered and bailed 

out the swamped 16-foot, 
aluminum fi shing boat and 
used it as a shuttle.

The Coast Guard 
brought that man back to 
the station for transfer to 
Medic 1.

Van Lent said the man 
was on his feet and talking 
at the station. The Coast 

Guard did not have names 
or home towns for the res-
cued men.

Van Lent said waves were 
about 1-2 feet and the wind 
was about 5-7 knots when 
the boat was swamped.

“That’s not too bad, but 
just choppy enough that if  
the boat is low enough, the 

water will  come over the 
top,” he said.

He said the crew returned 
to the scene to pull the fi sh-
ing boat out far enough so 
that it could be towed into 
port by Towboat U.S.A., a 
private service.

Contact: jdalgleish@TheHP.com, 
932-0356, Twitter @HPDalgleish

By JIM DALGLEISH
Assistant Local News Editor
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BENTON TOWNSHIP 
—  Lake Michigan College 
President Jennifer Spielvo-
gel is disappointed with the 

s u s p e n s i o n 
handed down 
by the col-
lege’s Board 
of Trustees 
last week, her 
lawyer says.

B r a d l e y 
Glazier, a 

Grand Rapids attorney 
who deals with labor and 
employment disputes, said 
no documents were pro-
vided to Spielvogel at the 

April 8 special meeting to 
support the suspension.

“She is looking forward 
to fi nding out more details 
and explaining to the board 
what she did and why she 
did it,” Glazier said in a 
phone interview Wednes-
day. “At most, she believes 
there was a misunderstand-
ing on what the board’s in-
terpretation of her ability 
to make expenditures on 
behalf of the college were 

and what she thought her 
discretion was.”

According to minutes 
from the meeting, the board 
alleged Spielvogel made un-
approved and unauthorized 
expenses, including renova-
tions to the president’s of-
fi ce. Among the expenses, 
the board alleged she was 
planning an inauguration 
and bought a chain of of-
fi ce medallion.

The medallions are often 

worn by high-ranking uni-
versity and college offi cials.

The board further alleged 
she showed improper man-
agement behavior, made 
improper comments and 
demonstrated a lack of 
professionalism. She alleg-
edly violated policies and 
offered inadequate goals 
and objectives.

Reasons for the suspen-
sion focused on expendi-
tures incurred by Spielvogel 

during her fi rst 90 days in 
offi ce, Glazier said. Spielvo-
gel became president Jan. 1.

He said the board was 
especially critical that 
Spielvogel incurred travel 
expenses for attending a 
national higher education 
conference, where she was 
an invited presenter.

“The board was 
also critical of typical 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Spielvogel’s just 
cause hearing 
set for May 6

Attorney: Board ‘poised to terminate’

SPIELVOGEL

Mark Parren / HP correspondent

Rescue workers Wednesday prepare to move a chilled and wet fisherman to a Coast Guard resuce boat in Lake Michigan in St. 
Joseph. The man, seated, was one of two who survived a plunge into the 48-degree water.

LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE

SOUTH HAVEN — 
Two years ago, the historic 
Wilhelm Baum tugboat 
almost became a memory 
after it became encrusted 
in ice and sank at its dock 
at the Michigan Maritime 
Museum.

But that will soon change 
when the restored tug re-
turns to the museum as 
part of its permanent boat 
collection.

The tug’s return is being 
made possible by SHOUT 
for South Haven, an orga-
nization  dedicated to im-
proving the city’s cultural 
and recreation attractions. 
The nonprofi t plans to 
give the museum a $35,000 
grant so that it can buy the 

boat from its owner, Mike 
Miles of Saugatuck, 
said  SHOUT President 
Robert Copping.

“We’re delighted to have 
the opportunity to provide 
the Michigan Maritime 
Museum, long considered 
a gem in South Haven’s 
crown, with an important 
exhibit from Michigan’s 
maritime history,” Copping 
said.

Patti Montgomery-Rein-
ert, the museum’s executive 
director, said she was glad 
to add the Wilhelm Baum 
to the museum’s list of ex-
hibits.

“I promised them 
(SHOUT) that she would 
never stay in the water 
through another winter, 
and our hopes are that 
eventually we will be able 
to showcase her within a 
boat gallery protected from 
the elements,” Montgom-
ery-Reinert said.

Rescuing a rescue boat
The Wilhelm Baum’s 

return to its docking site 

at the museum has been a 
diffi cult one.

The tug, which was 
owned for 40 years by Jim 
Bradley of  South Haven, 
had become a common 
sight on the Black River 
and Lake Michigan.

Shortly after buying 
the tug in the early 1970s, 
Bradley and his wife, Sher-
al, spent the next three de-
cades using the tugboat 
for search-and-rescue 
operations for the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary in South 
Haven.

“I’d say 1,200 to 1,500 
people were assisted in 
the 30 years the tug was 
used by the auxiliary,” 
Bradley said in a previous 
interview. Bradley then 
used the boat for his div-
ing expeditions before re-
tiring it several years ago 
to the Maritime Museum 
docks.

But tragedy struck in 
February 2014 when the 
tug sank in icy waters at 
the museum. Because of 
the extreme cold and ice 

conditions on the Black 
River, attempts to res-
cue the craft had to wait 
until the end of  March 
when Barney Pero, owner 
of  J&B Landing in South 
Haven, undertook the task 
of  getting the submerged 
tug out of  the water.

It took three days to do 
so, but employees of  J&B 
Landing fi nally lifted the 
tug and took it to their 

marina.
A year later, Miles, a 

maritime history buff, 
bought  the boat from 
Bradley and faced the ar-
duous task of  restoring it 
to seaworthiness.

“He (Miles) was so in-
terested in the boat,” Cop-
ping said. “He put 3,000 
hours of  work into it.”

By REBECCA KARK
For The Herald-Palladium

Maritime 
Museum benefits 
from working 
vessel’s revival

Tugging at SH’s nautical heart

Contributed photo

The Wilhelm Baum tugboat is shown in the summer of 2015 
after Mike Miles of Saugatuck and his family spent about 3,000 
hours restoring it. The boat sank in February 2014 while docked 
at the Michigan Maritime Museum.

See TUGBOAT, page A6

See LMC, page A6

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The woman had left an 
abusive marriage, but after 
the divorce  she found her-
self  without the safety net 
of health insurance.

She didn’t have any cur-
rent medical complaints, 
but knew she needed health 
coverage. Like many, she 
faced a bewildering num-
ber of choices offered 
through  the Affordable 
Care Act and Medicaid ex-
pansion.

That’s when she turned 
to Kim Keppeler, the Ber-
rien County Health De-
partment’s health coverage 
enrollment specialist, who 
helped the woman in  ob-
taining coverage through 
the Healthy Michigan plan.

Two weeks later, the 
woman experienced a bout 
of vertigo and was able to 
get the care she needed.

“She called and said ‘I 
have to thank you. Because 
of you, I was able to get to a 
doctor,’’’ Keppeler recalled. 
“That’s when it’s all worth 
it.”

From April 2015 to 
March 31 of this year, Kep-
peler helped 512 clients 
with the health coverage 
enrollment process.

“They tell me they can 
sleep better at night be-
cause they know they have 
coverage,” said Keppeler, a 
medical social worker who 
has been with the health de-
partment for 26 years.

Burdened by choices
Gillian Conrad, the 

health department’s com-
munications manager, said 
people can become un-
insured for a number of 
reasons, from the loss of 
a job to a change in mari-
tal status. Some people are 
self-employed, while others 
don’t work enough hours to 
qualify for employee health 
care, she said.

“And there is nothing 
easy about insurance,” 
Conrad said. The Healthy 
Michigan exchange offers 
some 30 different plans, 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Health Department 
offers assistance 
with enrollment

Navigating 
the health 
care maze

See HEALTH CARE, page A6
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Lacking employee engagement?
ATTEND FILLING THE SUPERVISORY GAP, A CLASS THAT 
WILL ENHANCE YOUR SUPERVISORY SKILLS.

Tuesday, April 26, 2016, from 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
Grab your seat at no cost by visiting mmtc.org/mmtc-event
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .51º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .55º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .36º
Record High . . . . . . 77º in 1960
Record Low . . . . . . 18º in 1950
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 2.19"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.58"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 8.64"
Normal year to date . . . . . 8.01"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:04 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:27 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1:26 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3:07 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see sunny skies 
with a high temperature of 62º, 
humidity of 50%. East wind 5 
to 10 mph. Expect clear skies 
tonight with an overnight low of 
39º. Southeast wind 10 mph. 
Friday, skies will be sunny with a 
high temperature of 67º.

Today, southeast winds 10 to 20 kt becoming east. Waves 1 to 
3 ft. Water temperature 40 degrees. Tonight, southeast winds 
10 to 20 kt. Waves 1 to 3 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be mostly sunny with highs in the 50s. South 
wind 10 to 20 mph. Friday, skies will be sunny with highs in the 
50s. South wind 10 to 15 mph. 

Skies will be sunny today with highs in the 50s and 60s. East 
southeast wind 10 mph. Friday, skies will remain sunny with 
highs in the 50s and 60s. East southeast wind 9 to 14 mph. 

How can snow keep you 
warm? ?

Answer: If you are trapped in a 
blizzard, a snow cave can insulate 
you from the cold.

First
4/14

Full
4/22

Last
4/29

New
5/6

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 30
Main Offender ................Ozone

Forecast map for April 14, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

Whirlpool Corp.’s “world 
washer,” which was the subject of 
a cover story in the November is-
sue of Appliance Manufacturer 
magazine, is growing in popular-
ity.

The washer, tested in Brazil, In-
dia and Mexico, gives Whirlpool 
valuable experience in conform-
ing to different markets and needs 
on a country-by-country basis.

35 years ago – 1981
Radio station WHFB won first 

place in the Class II radio divi-
sion for stations outside Wayne 
County with a six-part WHFB 
documentary series, written and 
produced by WHFB’s Eric Wil-
liams, on the severe storm that 
struck southwestern Michigan 
last July.

WHFB Sports Director Dan 
Rowe also won a first place 
award for “Best LIve Broadcast 
of a Sports Event” for his cover-
age of St. Joseph High School’s 
double overtime football vic-
tory over Niles last Oct. 10. He 
also won an honorable men-
tion in the regularly scheduled 
sports program category for his 
“Sports Spectrum” show.

50 years ago – 1966
Management of the First Na-

tional Bank of Southwestern 
Michigan announced this morn-
ing it will start construction of 
a branch office at Sodus imme-
diately. The Niles-based bank, 
largest in the area, applied for 
the site three months ago. Sam-
uel G. Creden, president, said 
plans call for an early fall open-
ing of the new office.

Today is Thursday, April 14, 
the 105th day of 2016. There are 
261 days left in the year.

Highlight in History:
On April 14, 1865, President 

Abraham Lincoln was shot 
and mortally wounded by John 
Wilkes Booth during a per-
formance of  “Our American 
Cousin” at Ford’s Theater in 
Washington.

On this date:
In 1775, the first American so-

ciety for the abolition of slavery 
was formed in Philadelphia.

In 1912, the British liner 
RMS Titanic collided with an 
iceberg in the North Atlantic 
at 11:40 p.m. ship’s time and 
began sinking. (The ship went 

under two hours and 40 min-
utes later with the loss of  1,514 
lives.)

In 1939, the John Steinbeck 
novel “The Grapes of Wrath” 
was first published by Viking 
Press.

In 1956, Ampex Corp. dem-
onstrated the first practical vid-
eotape recorder at the National 
Association of Radio and Tele-
vision Broadcasters Convention 
in Chicago.

In 1975, Academy Award-
winning actor Fredric March, 
77, died in Los Angeles.

In 1981, the first test flight 
of America’s first operational 
space shuttle, the Columbia, 
ended successfully with a land-
ing at Edwards Air Force Base 
in California.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

with different levels of  
coverage within each op-
tion, she said.

Many low-income resi-
dents do not realize Michi-
gan is among the states that 
has expanded its eligibil-
ity for Medicaid coverage, 
she said. Along with the 
Healthy Michigan plan 
for low-income residents 
ages 19-64, the state offers 
the MiChild/Healthy Kids 
program for uninsured chil-
dren and pregnant women; 
MOMS, offering prenatal 
and postpartum care; and 
PlanFirst family planning 
services.

Keppeler can help clients 
in all of those areas, Con-
rad said.

In a recent presenta-
tion to the Berrien County 
Board of Health, Conrad 
said among  the goals of 

the enrollment program is 
to “educate, educate, edu-
cate!”

“I really enjoy the educa-
tion part,” Keppeler said. 
“Knowledge, to me, is pow-
er. We give our clients that 
knowledge so that they will 
be able to make a decision.”

Keppeler has seen how 
important that can be in 
her own family. Growing 
up, her father was self-em-
ployed and the family had 
no health insurance. When 
her mother went to work as 
a teacher, it was her daugh-
ter  who taught her about 
the benefits she would have, 
such as prescription drug 
coverage.

Navigation aid
Along with walk-in cli-

ents, Keppeler reaches out 
to uninsured clients who 
visit the health depart-
ment’s programs, such as 
the family planning clinic 
or the child vision and 

hearing screenings.
When dealing with Med-

icaid coverage, Keppeler 
helps clients gather the 
many identification docu-
ments they need that con-
firm their income, family 
size, Social Security num-
bers and proof of citizen-
ship.

Enrollment can take up 
to two hours and some-
times requires more than 
one visit. But having an 
expert on your side pays 
off.

Waiting for a decision on 
Medicaid enrollment on 
your own can take weeks, 
Keppeler said. But as a spe-
cial navigation partner with 
the MiBridges program, 
Keppeler can obtain an in-
stant decision once the ap-
plication is completed and 
submitted.

Once a person is enrolled, 
Keppeler is available to an-
swers questions on such is-
sues as insurance co-pays 

and cost-sharing.
Conrad said Keppeler is 

phenomenal in  explaining 
complicated insurance  jar-
gon in an understandable 
way.

Keppeler uses her ex-
perience with the Berrien 
Health Plan to help her 
clients, and has had special-
ized training on the nuances 
of the Affordable Care Act.

The Berrien Health Plan 
provided access to health 
care for low-income and 
uninsured residents from 
2004 to 2014, but was 
phased out as Medicaid 
eligibility was expanded. Its 
remaining funds were dis-
persed to agencies with the 
same goals, including the 
Berrien County Health De-
partment, which received 
about $240,000 to fund its 
enrollment project from 
2015 through 2018.

“This is in the spirit of the 
Berrien Health Plan,” Con-
rad said of the enrollment 

assistance. “It’s a good fit.”
The health department’s 

goal is for the enrollment 
specialist to see 500 clients 
a year, or about 12 people a 
week, Conrad said.

Keppeler, who works part 
time, is available to see cli-
ents at the health depart-
ment’s main campus on 
Napier Avenue in Benton 
Township and the offices in 
Niles and Three Oaks.

She has even educated 
herself on Indiana’s health 
plans, and while she can’t 
enroll Indiana residents 
who come to the south 
county offices, she can di-
rect them to the right place 
to find coverage.

Uninsured rate drops
Conrad said the Afford-

able Care Act, Medicaid 
expansion and other cover-
age provisions have reduced 
the percentage of uninsured 
people in Berrien County 
and Michigan to all-time 

lows.
Conrad said the health 

department has strong re-
lationships with enrollment 
offices at the Cass Fam-
ily Clinic and InterCare in 
Benton Harbor, and plans 
to bolster those partner-
ships even further.

Getting the word out on 
enrollment assistance and 
other services available 
through the health depart-
ment is important, Conrad 
emphasized.

“We don’t want any of 
our programs to be a se-
cret,” Conrad said.

To schedule an appoint-
ment, contact Kim Kep-
peler at 927-5693 or email 
kkeppeler@bchdmi.org. 
For information, visit the 
website www.bchdmi.org 
and click on the clinical 
and community health link 
to find “health care assis-
tance.”

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

HEALTH CARE
From page A1

expenditures related to establish-
ing the office of the president,” 
Glazier said. “Instead of denying 
the expense items or reviewing the 
college’s travel expense policy, the 
board appears poised to terminate 
Spielvogel’s employment.”

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Glazier said he and Spielvogel 
were told the board would hear a 
report in closed session from the 
college’s attorney and might speak 
to other members of the presi-
dent’s cabinet about Spielvogel.

According to the meeting’s 
minutes, the closed session lasted 
about two hours. Discussions are 
not documented during closed 
sessions.

Glazier said his client was not 
offered a chance to respond to the 
board’s concerns before or during 
the special meeting.

“(Termination) normally occurs 
after some sort of serious miscon-
duct takes place, which requires 
an employee be given some notice 
they have violated a policy or an 
opportunity to improve it, if  it is 
a performance-related issue,” Gla-
zier said.

Spielvogel received an email 
copy of the notice for the special 
meeting regarding her employ-
ment April 6 – two days before the 
meeting. Glazier said she was then 
given a hand-delivered copy a day 
later.

Glazier said Spielvogel was re-
ferred to him the day she found 
out about the hearing.

Spielvogel’s options
Spielvogel’s contract dictates she 

is entitled to be paid through the 
end of the contract unless LMC 
can prove that it had “just cause” 
for termination, Glazier said.

LMC highlighted this in its 

press release, stating if  the college 
should terminate Spielvogel for 
just cause, then the institution is 
under no obligation to award sev-
erance compensation or continue 
any fringe benefits provided by her 
contract, which would expire June 
30, 2018.

That would be in contrast to 
the 2009 dismissal  of President 
Randall Miller. LMC had to pay 
Miller for the two years remaining 
on his contract. Furthermore, the 
board offered no reason for his fir-
ing.

Glazier said there’s one para-
graph in her contract in reference 
to a just cause hearing.

“I interpret the contract to al-
low her to be at the meeting,” he 
said. “She is allowed to have coun-
sel, but neither she or I will be able 
to cross examine other witnesses 
who testify.”

The hearing will be May 6 be-
fore the board on the just cause 
issue.

If the board votes to terminate 
her employment and fails to pay 
Spielvogel, Glazier said Spielvogel 
could sue for  breach of contract 
and seek damages for her wrong-
ful discharge.

The college has not appointed 
an interim president to serve dur-
ing Spielvogel’s suspension. She 
remains suspended with pay as 
LMC board and cabinet members 
are directing normal operations.

The board voted in December 
2015 to hire Spielvogel among 
five other candidates to replace 
longtime president Bob Harrison, 
who had led LMC since 2009 and 
retired after a 16-year career with 
the institution.

Before becoming LMC’s presi-
dent, Spielvogel was vice presi-
dent of evidence and inquiry at 
Cuyahoga Community College in 
Cleveland.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 932-0358, 
Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

LMC
From page A1

Bring it home
But Miles realized the boat had 

become a fixture over the years at 
its dock at the museum.

“He realized the historical sig-
nificance of the boat,” Copping 
said.

He agreed to sell the boat when 
the museum staff and SHOUT 
approached him about an offer.

“Mike has put a lot of time and 
money into its preservation, and 
we are delighted to bring this tug 

back home,” Montgomery-Rein-
ert said. “He has done a wonder-
ful job. It really is thanks to him 
and to Barnie Pero and his crew 
that it is even possible to share 
this piece of history with our 
thousands of visitors and have 
her presence back in our harbor. 
They literally saved the Wilhelm 
Baum.”

The Wilhelm Baum was built 
in 1923 for the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, which used it on 
the St. Mary’s River. At that time 
it was called the Captain Can-
field. When Bradley bought it he 
changed the tug’s name to Wil-

helm Baum, in honor of a South 
Haven resident who had served 
as lieutenant commander of the 
U.S.S. Swordfish submarine dur-
ing World War II.

The tugboat will take its place 
at the museum, along with the 
museum’s other vessels, including 
the Friends Good Will tall ship, 
the Lindy Lou river launch, the 
historic Bernida racing yacht, and 
the 1950s-era Flashback racing 
sailboat. Later this summer, the 
museum will acquire a restored 
United States Coast Guard mo-
tor lifeboat used in the 2016 Dis-
ney movie “The Finest Hours.”

TUGBOAT
From page A1

LOS ANGELES — Long 
before Southern California was 
paved over with freeways and 
covered with cars and millions 
of people, it was teeming with 
snakes, slugs, spiders, snails and 
uncounted other slimy, creepy, 
crawly creatures.

And it still is, say scientists at 
the Los Angeles County Natural 
History Museum who are intent 
on building a better world by 
enlisting thousands of people to 
find and catalog those creatures.

Today, the scientists will unveil 
the museum’s Urban Nature Re-
search Center, a facility that di-
rector Lori Bettison-Varga says 
will serve as headquarters for the 
nation’s first urban biodiversity 
study that uses a sprawling city 
and its environs as a research lab.

“Everybody thinks that Los 
Angeles is just this big, paved-
over place, but it’s not. It’s a hot-
bed of biodiversity,” says Lila 
Higgins, head of the center’s cit-
izen-science program.

The scientists recently trained 
about 400 volunteers and armed 
some with backyard traps. Now, 
they will beat the bushes and oth-
er spots in their neighborhoods 
in search of unusual flora and 
fauna. Some bugs will be taken 
to the center and examined while 
many more will have their photos 
taken and emailed to the facility’s 
12 staffers for a closer look.

The volunteers are helping with 
such playfully named projects as 
RASCAL (reptiles and amphib-
ians in Southern California) and 
SLIME (snails and slugs living in 
metropolitan environments).

Meanwhile, the museum is en-
couraging anyone with a smart-

phone to snap a photo of inter-
esting bugs, reptiles or plants and 
send it along.

The environmental group Con-
servation International has placed 
Southern California on its list of 
35 biodiversity hotspots — places 
with a hugely diverse ecosystem 
that includes numerous plants, 
insects, lizards and the like along 
with large numbers of threatened 
flora and fauna.

In Southern California, for 
example, museum scientists 
have discovered 43 species of 
phorid flies in recent years that 
they never knew existed in the 
region.

“There’s nothing super-special 
about phorid flies, except to us 
of course, because we’re experts 
on them,” Brian Brown, the mu-
seum’s entomology curator, said 
Wednesday.
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Museum enlists volunteers 
in search for bugs, plants


