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Pscholka supports review of EM law

LANSING — Michi-
gan’s emergency manager 
law came under fire last 
week  for taking decision-
making away from local 
officials  when Gov. Rick 
Snyder’s task force on the 
Flint water crisis issued its 
final report.

State Rep. Al Pscholka, 
who sponsored a bill that 
was rejected by voters in 

2012  for giv-
ing too much 
power to 
e m e r g e n c y 
m a n a g e r s , 
said he would 
welcome a 
review of the 
current legis-
lation, but would not sup-
port a repeal.

“I would welcome a 
calm, rational discussion 
on ideas to make the law 
better,” the Republican 

from Stevensville said by 
email. “I do not support 
repealing the law and hurt-
ing taxpayers across the 
state. Saying I would wel-
come a rational discussion 
on this topic is an under-
statement – I would actu-
ally cheer for it.”

Pscholka said local gov-
ernments are subdivisions 
of  the state government, 
and taxpayers are on the 
hook for debts and liabili-
ties.

The task force report 
faulted the entire state-
wide chain of  command 
that allowed lead to leak 

into Flint’s drinking water 
for 18 months, including 
Snyder, the Departments 
of  Environmental Quality 
and Health and Human 
Services, Flint leaders and 
the emergency managers 
appointed by the governor 
to oversee the financially 
troubled community.

“The Flint water crisis 
occurred when state-ap-
pointed emergency man-
agers replaced local repre-
sentative decision-making 
in Flint, removing the 
checks and balances and 
public accountability that 
come with public decision-

making,” the task force 
said in a prepared state-
ment. “Emergency manag-
ers made key decisions that 
contributed to the crisis, 
from the use of  the Flint 
River to delays in recon-
necting to Detroit water 
once water quality prob-
lems were encountered.”

From the period when 
Flint decided to switch 
its water supply from De-
troit to the Flint River 
as a cost-saving measure, 
through the months when 
complaints piled up, to 
when Flint  switched back 
because of  the tainted wa-

ter, the city was under three 
different managers.

“It was these EMs who 
made these decisions, 
not locally elected officials,” 
the report concluded.

Michigan has had a law 
on the books since 1990 
that allows the governor’s 
office to appoint an emer-
gency manager to oversee 
the finances of  cities that 
are deep in debt. Flint had 
been under such manage-
ment since 2011.

In 2011, Pscholka spon-
sored Public Act 4, which 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Flint report says emergency manager  
legislation cut out local control
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Emergency responders were on the scene Thursday afternoon after a crash on eastbound I-94 at the Pipestone Road over-
pass. Benton Township Fire Chief Dan Durham said the car apparently hydroplaned during heavy rain and the vehicle was 
crushed between the guardrail and a semi. The car driver walked away without serious injury, Durham said.

A CRASH TO WALK FROM

Moore bound 
over on assault 
with intent to 
murder charge

ST. JOSEPH — A dis-
pute between two longtime 
friends over $20 escalated 
into an attack that left 
one woman with six stab 
wounds and the alleged 
attacker  facing a serious 
charge.

Ollie Mae Moore, 38, of 
Benton Harbor was bound 
over for trial Thursday on 
a charge of assault with in-
tent to murder. She could 
face up to life in prison if  
convicted.

Berrien County Trial 
Court Judge Donna How-
ard ruled, following a 
preliminary hearing, that 
there is probable cause to 
believe Moore assaulted 
Tamala Davis, 34, with 
scissors the night of March 
14. Moore’s daughter, La-
tonya Williams, faces a 
lesser assault charge for 
her alleged involvement.

Berrien Assistant Pros-
ecutor Mark Sanford told 
the judge Thursday that 
there are no talks yet of a 
plea deal in Moore’s case. 

Under questioning by 
Sanford, Davis told the 
court she and Moore 
were once close friends, al-
most like family. But, Da-

vis said, the relationship 
went sour in late January 
or early February  after 
she had  loaned Moore 
$20. She said the two had 
exchanged  argumentative 
text messages.

The night of March 14, 
Davis said, she was work-
ing the drive-through win-
dow at Wendy’s on M-139 
in Benton Township, when 
a customer became rude 
while ordering take-out 
food. She said she could 
not see the car from her 
spot inside the restaurant.

When the car pulled 
up to the window where 
Davis was working, she 
said, she saw that it was  
Latonya Williams driv-
ing, with Moore, another 
woman and two children 
in the car as passengers.

“When I saw them I 
said, ‘Really? At my job?’” 
Davis told the court. She 
said Williams began calling 
her names and spat at her.

“I wiped my chin and 
walked away from the 
window and called for my 
manager,” she said. She 
said that to her knowledge, 
the car pulled away and 
the people never paid any 
money or got any food.

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT

Tuition and fees on rise for LMC

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
—  Like any institution, 
Lake Michigan College has 
to walk a fine line between 
affordability and keeping 
up with costs – which is why 
officials say they’re  raising 
tuition and fees by about 3 
percent.

Board members consid-
ered several factors before 
approving the new rates, 
LMC President Jennifer 
Spielvogel said.

“We have to look at op-
erations costs. Everything 
goes up. Health care costs 
go up, insurance, those kind 
of things,” Spielvogel said. 
“We have, as our focus, the 
quality of our programs, 
quality of our instructors, 
and quality of our staff.”

The college looks at cost 
and enrollment projections 

for next year, and what it 
takes to keep programs at 
quality levels, she said.

The new rates and fees 
will take effect with the fall 
semester, for which registra-
tion begins this month.

In-district students will 
pay $97 per credit hour; 
out-of-district students, 
$150 per credit hour; in-
ternational students, $219 
per credit hour; and bacca-
laureate students, $290 per 
credit hour, according to a 
rate schedule released by 
the college.

The new fees will net $3 
more per credit hour.

The board also raised 
general academic, facilities 
and technology fees to $14, 
or $1 more than before.

By doing so, the college 
hopes to accomplish one 
key goal this year – hiring 
five replacement faculty 
members, Spielvogel said.

“We’ve had some re-
tirements, people who’ve 
moved into other positions, 
and buyouts,” Spiegelvogel 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Letting things slide in New Buffalo

NEW BUFFALO —   
U.S. Rep. Fred Upton of-
fered little hope to New 
Buffalo officials and resi-
dents seeking federal as-
sistance in their battle with 
beach erosion.

Saying he was being 
frank, Upton told a group 
gathered at City Hall on 
Wednesday that beach 
nourishment was low on 
the Army Corps of Engi-
neers’ budget list.

Community members 

have long contended the 
federal channel and break-
water built by the Army 
Corps of Engineers in 
1975 are responsible for the 
erosion southwest of the 
breakwater, not lake levels 
or storms.

Upton cited the national 
budget deficit and caps on 
spending, Michigan’s lack 
of representation on the 
Appropriations Committee 
and the elimination of ear-
mark items from the budget 
process as factors restrict-
ing his power to offer much 
hope for federal assistance, 

particularly for a non-com-
mercial, recreational har-
bor like New Buffalo.

Upton’s comments came 
during an informal discus-
sion before the City Coun-
cil that included a presen-
tation by homeowner Ed 
Oldis showing the progress 
of beach erosion to the 
southwest of the harbor 
and substantial sand build-
up to the north.

“Get the beaches back 
the way they were. We 
know beach nourishment 

By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent

Ted Grzywacz of New Buffalo used a drone to get this photo of a house at the edge of the city’s 
eroded shoreline. The building at the left edge is the city’s pumphouse.

Lakefront erosion control not in federal budgets, Upton says

Inside
 Lake Michigan College to 

launch engineering program
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .50º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .32º
Record High . . . . . . 84º in 1986
Record Low . . . . . . 18º in 1954
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.13"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 2.94"
Normal month to date. . . . 2.43"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 5.83"
Normal year to date . . . . . 6.43"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:25 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:12 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3:36 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1:48 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a 30% chance of 
showers, high temperature of 46º, 
humidity of 81%. Northwest wind 
5 to 10 mph. Expect cloudy skies 
tonight with a 30% chance of rain 
and snow, overnight low of 32º. 
West wind 10 to 15 mph.

Today, north winds 10 to 15 kt becoming west. Waves 2 to 4 ft 
subsiding to 1 to 3 ft. Water temperature 38 degrees. Tonight, west 
winds to 30 kt. Chance of snow showers.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Mostly Sunny
42º / 32º

Today

Few Showers
46º

Tonight

Rain/Snow
32º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today we will see partly cloudy to cloudy skies with scattered rain and 
snow, highs in the 30s. Southwest wind 5 to 15 mph. Expect cloudy 
skies Saturday with scattered snow, highs in the 30s.

Expect partly cloudy to cloudy skies today with scattered showers, 
highs in the 40s. West wind 7 to 10 mph. Partly cloudy to cloudy skies 
will continue Saturday with scattered rain and snow.

How many cloud droplets 
does it take to make a 
raindrop? ?

Answer: It takes about one million 
droplets to provide enough water for 
one raindrop.

New
4/7

First
4/14

Full
4/22

Last
4/29

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................ n/a
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for April 1, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

The second part of a two-
phase increase in the nation’s 
minimum wage – to $4.25 an 
hour – takes effect today, to 
the dismay of some members 
of Michigan’s business commu-
nity. Today’s 45 cent-an-hour 
increase is the second part of 
a two-phase increase approved 
by Congress in 1989. That year, 
the first increase in the federal 
minimum wage since 1981, the 
wage went from $3.35 to $3.80 
an hour.

35 years ago – 1981
The promotions at Whirlpool 

Corp. of June Dahlstrom to di-
rector of marketing personnel 
and Charles T. Williamson to 
director of corporate adminis-
tration personnel have been an-
nounced by Charles D. Putnam, 

vice president of personnel. 
Mrs. Dahlstrom had been man-
ager of personnel for the Whirl-
pool sales division. Williamson 
was manager of personnel for 
the corporate group.

50 years ago – 1966
Movement of some 340 tons 

of apples out of Michigan stor-
ages through the month marked 
the first time in history that siz-
able quantities of state apples 
have been shipped to California 
for processing. Shipping is the 
result of a Michigan oversup-
ply and a short 1965 California 
crop, particularly in popular 
Gravenstein processing variety. 
The California demand was 
a “blessing” since it came at a 
time when Michigan was long 
on storage fruit and short on 
processor and fresh market de-
mand.

Today is Friday, April 1, the 
92nd day of 2016. There are 274 
days left in the year. This is April 
Fool’s Day.

Highlights in history:
On April 1, 1976, Apple Com-

puter was founded by Steve 
Jobs, Steve Wozniak and Ron-
ald Wayne. The federally created 
Consolidated Rail Corporation 
(Conrail for short) began opera-
tions in the northeastern U.S. (it 
was taken over in 1999 by CSX 
and Norfolk Southern).

On this date:
In 1789, the U.S. House of 

Representatives held its first full 
meeting in New York; Freder-
ick Muhlenberg of Pennsylva-

nia was elected the first House 
speaker.

In 1891, the Wrigley Co. was 
founded in Chicago by William 
Wrigley Jr. (Although the busi-
ness initially sold soap and baking 
powder, it became known for its 
chewing gum.)

In 1924, Adolf Hitler was sen-
tenced to five years in prison for 
his role in the Beer Hall Putsch in 
Munich. (Hitler was released in 
December 1924; during his time 
behind bars, he wrote his autobio-
graphical screed, “Mein Kampf.”)

In 1945, American forces 
launched the amphibious invasion 
of Okinawa during World War II. 
(U.S. forces succeeded in captur-
ing the Japanese island on June 
22.)

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

greatly increased the au-
thority of emergency 
managers. The measure 
was criticized across the 
state and the country, as 
well as by Benton Harbor 
officials then under the su-
pervision of an emergency 
manager.

The law sparked an 
unsuccessful attempt to 
recall Pscholka. It also 
led to a ballot initiative 
that  repealed the law in 
November 2014. A Her-
ald-Palladium editorial 
urged voters to keep Pub-
lic Act 4 in place.

The next month leg-
islators passed another 
bill that provided some 
power-sharing between 
emergency managers and 
elected officials and of-
fered alternatives before 
a manager could be put in 
place. 

That bill included a fi-
nancial appropriation to 
pay the emergency man-
agers, which shielded it 
from a voter referendum.

Pscholka, who leaves 
office this year because 
of  term limits, said he did 
not sponsor the second 
bill, but he did vote for it.

He also said that emer-
gency managers have 
helped cities out of  their 
financial crises.

“Governors of  both 
parties have used the law 
to bring about some fiscal 
discipline. And in many 
instances it has been very 
successful – balanced 
budgets and fund bal-
ances in Benton Harbor, 
Three Oaks, Allen Park, 
Pontiac, Lincoln Park, 
Hamtramck and others,” 
Pscholka, chairman of 
the House Appropriations 
Committee, said. “The 
EM law was credited for 
smoothing the bankrupt-
cy transition for Detroit.”

The task force report 
stated that, whatever else 
the emergency manager 

law has accomplished, in 
this case it failed to pro-
tect the health of  Flint’s 
residents.

“(T)his failure must 
force us to review the 
EM law and the general 
approach to financial 
problems,” the report 
said. “Government ap-
proaches to cities in fiscal 
distress must balance fis-
cal responsibility with the 
equally important need 
to address quality of  life, 
economic development 
and infrastructure main-
tenance and provision.”

Emergency manag-
ers  “charged with finan-
cial reform  often do not 
have, nor are they sup-
ported by, the necessary 
expertise to manage non-
financial aspects of  mu-
nicipal government,” the 
task force stated.

The report recommend-
ed that the emergency 
manager law be reviewed 
and alternatives be con-
sidered to give local offi-
cials more decision-mak-
ing responsibility.

Pscholka characterized 
the report as a “snapshot” 
that did not take into ac-
count disputes over water 
between Flint and De-
troit, the failure to repair 
infrastructure over several 
decades “and the bureau-
cratic bungling at all lev-
els of  government. From 
not treating the water, not 
monitoring he water, and 
not disclosing the prob-
lem, this was a failure at 
every level.”

He decried the “shout-
ing matches, finger point-
ing and angry press con-
ferences” with state and 
federal lawmakers and 
said a recent congressio-
nal hearing “looked more 
like an episode of  Jerry 
Springer without the secu-
rity guards.”

Pscholka said  he looks 
forward to listening to 
good ideas to assist com-
munities.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

PSCHOLKA
From page A1

said. “When you’re look-
ing for people, you want 
to be able to offer competi-
tive salaries that attract the 
right people to our pro-
grams.”

Even with the latest in-
creases, LMC students will 
pay a third less for tuition 
than they would at a four-
year college or university, 
Spielvogel said.

“It’s important to us, ob-

viously, to be here and be 
affordable to the region. It’s 
a difficult decision at any 
time to raise tuition, but 
hopefully, we are keeping 
it low, as one of the lowest 
cost institutions in the re-
gion,” she said.

In other business, LMC 
Board Chairwoman Mary 
Jo Tomasini announced 
this year’s Bernard C. 
Radde Distinguished Ser-
vice Award winner,  which 
is Joan Smith, who’s serv-
ing her second term on the 
LMC Foundation Board.

Smith joined the board in 
July 2010. She’s a partner 
with Smith-Dahmer Asso-
ciates of St. Joseph.

Smith is chairwoman of 
“Campaign For Tomor-
row,” the college’s $7.5 
million capital fundraising 
campaign – for which $7.4 
million has been raised 
from 230 donors, Spielvo-
gel said.

“It’s very far-reaching in 
the region, and Joan led that 
whole process. She stepped 
up when we talking about 
the capital campaign, and 

has led us to success,” Spiel-
vogel. “It’s really important 
to identify an individual 
that we can acknowledge in 
the community.”

Smith will get the award 
at the college’s graduation 
ceremony in May.

The award is named for 
the late Radde, who served 
25 years as an LMC board 
member and officer, and is 
given to a person – or per-
sons – who have done the 
most to advance LMC’s 
cause, and that of higher 
education overall.

works. It was done for 
years,” Oldis said, refer-
ring to the program of re-
plenishing the beaches with 
sand dredged from the har-
bor until funding ended in 
the 1990s.

Oldis was joined by other 
residents, including Jim 
Carson, whose Warwick 
Shores Homeowners As-
sociation spent $1.5 million 
last summer on a stone re-
vetment, and Ron Watson, 

president of the lakefront 
Sunset Shores Homeown-
ers Association.

“What are we to do? Lose 
five houses this summer? 
Maybe the harbor should 
go,” Watson said.

Upton ended his visit 
by touring the lakefront, 
where he viewed up-close 
the high water and failing 
shoreline enforcements at 
houses on either side of 
the city’s pump house. The 
pumphouse remains pro-
tected, in part because Up-
ton helped secure funds for 
its revetment after a 1998 

storm left some of the in-
take valves hanging high-
and-dry.

“It’s disappointing we 
don’t yet have a solution for 
the problem the breakwater 
has caused. We have to do 
something. We just can’t let 
a whole block fall into the 
lake,” Oldis said Thursday, 
adding he plans to meet 
with other homeowners to 
formulate a Plan B.

“We know it will take a 
bunch of money to solve 
this problem. If  our gov-
ernments don’t have the 
funds, we have to look to 

others for solutions,” Oldis 
said.

“We are pleased that Rep. 
Upton came so he could 
understand our challenges, 
but what we are asking, he 
doesn’t have available. His 
tools are limited and the 
need is around the whole 
state,” City Manager Rob 
Anderson said Thursday. 
During the meeting, An-
derson had proposed find-
ing a new, long-term solu-
tion such as a system to 
flow the sand under the 
channel to the south of the 
breakwater.

Upton’s visit was not 
without dissent, with sever-
al signs erected across from 
City Hall by residents Kim 
Krametbauer and Diana 
Nichols urging Upton to 
look into the city’s finances 
and council actions.

Also, during the pub-
lic comment section at the 
start of the meeting, Plan-
ning Commissioner Ray 
Kirkus said he was sorry 
Upton was not there to hear 
his comments, particularly 
because  the congressman’s 
visit caused the city to delay 
hearings to dismiss him and 

Chairman Pat Fisher from 
the Planning Commission.

“I’d like to ask the fed-
eral government to step in 
and see what is going on 
in our little town,” Kirkus 
said, charging that the writ-
ing and adoption of the 
master plan was the sole 
responsibility of the Plan-
ning Commission and that 
Mayor Pete Weber’s moves 
to become a “strong may-
or” were illegal.

After Kirkus, the meet-
ing was recessed until Up-
ton’s arrival more than an 
hour later.

Davis  said that a short-
time later, she took a small 
battery-powered vacuum 
cleaner outside to pick up 
loose change that was on 
the ground near the drive-
through window. She said 
she saw the car with Moore 
and Williams parked outside 
the door, and approached 
the car to try to talk to them.

But, Davis testified, “La-
tonya got out of the car and 
swings at me and hits me, 
so I fought back using the 
vacuum.”

At the same time, she said, 
Moore had gotten out of the 
car and “she was coming at 
me with something silver. I 
got short of breath. I asked 
her, ‘You stabbing me?’ and 
she said, “Hell yeah, I’m 
going to kill you about my 
baby.”

Davis said Moore con-
tinued to stab her until an-
other Wendy’s worker came 
outside and intervened. Da-
vis  said she was treated at 
Lakeland Medical Center, 
St. Joseph, and released later 
that night. She said she had 
a stab wound to her chest, 
head, shoulder and ankle, 
and two stab wounds to her 
back.

Moore’s lawyer, Ernest 
White, asked Davis if she 
had actually gone outside 
and approached the car to 
confront Moore.

“No. To talk with her like 
a woman,” Davis replied. 

Benton Township Patrol-
man Tyler Tiefenbach said 
he responded to the March 
14 call to Wendy’s and, by 
the time he arrived, the 
suspects were gone. Police 
looked for them but could 
not find them or their ve-
hicle. He said Moore and 
Williams called and asked to 
speak with him the next day.

Tiefenbach testified that 
Moore admitted to being 
at Wendy’s, said she could 
see Davis when the women 
in the car were ordering 
food, and that she heard her 
daughter and Davis arguing.

She told the officer that 
she advised her daughter to 
drive off, and Davis came 
outside and stepped in front 
of the vehicle, preventing 

them from leaving.
Then, Moore told the of-

ficer, Williams got out of the 
car and she and Davis start-
ed fighting.

“She said she was telling 
them to stop,” Tiefenbach 
testified. “Later she admit-
ted to stabbing Tamala 
about three times with hair-
cutting shears she had in her 
purse.”

Sanford, in asking for 
Moore to be bound over for 
trial as charged, said, “We 
have her own admission, 
and clearly she intended to 
kill her. We have the place-
ment of a chest wound near 
the heart. Anyone who stabs 
someone in the head and in 
the chest is clearly attempt-
ing to kill them, and she even 
used those words.”

White called the charge of 

assault with intent to murder 
“overcharge.”

“Only one of the stab 
wounds required treatment. 
(Moore) thought her daugh-
ter was in danger. I object 
to any bind-over at all, but 
if anything, it should be a 
lesser charge,” White told 
the judge.

Moore, seated at the de-
fense table, shook her head 
throughout most of the 
hearing and as Judge How-
ard reviewed the testimony. 
Howard  said that for the 
purposes of preliminary 
hearing, Sanford had pre-
sented sufficient evidence for 
probable cause. 

Howard set trial for 
Moore for June 7-10. Moore 
remains in the Berrien 
County jail with bond set at 
$30,000.
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Tony Wittkowski / HP staff

Ollie Moore cries into a tissue Thursday while her lawyer, Ernest White, listens to testimony at 
Moore’s preliminary hearing in Berrien County Trial Court. Moore is charged with assault with 
intent to murder. Judge Donna Howard bound her over for trial.


