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Harrowing morning along I-94

STEVENSVILLE — 
State police took drastic 
measures Thursday to stop 
a runaway semi that had hit 
several vehicles in two states 
while swerving along I-94.

“It’s extremely rare. We 
use (the stop method) very, 
very infrequently,” said Lt. 

Michael Dawson, com-
mander of the Niles post. 

Concerned for the safety 
of police officers and other 
motorists, a state police 
commercial vehicle enforce-
ment officer shot out a left 
side drive wheel tire of the 
tractor trailer, which  had 
been driven erratically on 
eastbound I-94, running 
other motorists and police 
off the road, for at least 22 
miles.

Dawson said several ve-
hicles were hit but no one 
was injured.

The semi driver, a man 
from California whose 

name was not released 
Thursday, appeared to have 
a medical problem and was 
being treated at Lakeland 
Medical Center, St. Joseph. 
Upon his release, he will 
face multiple felony charges 
in Michigan, Dawson said. 
He said the trailer was haul-
ing aluminum products, but 
he did not know where the 
truck was headed.

According to a news re-
lease from state police Lt. 
Mindi Logan, the Berrien 
County Dispatch center got 
a call at 9:43 a.m. Thurs-
day from Indiana State Po-
lice regarding the pursuit 

of a tractor trailer heading 
toward Michigan on east-
bound I-94.

The truck had already re-
portedly hit several vehicles 
in Indiana. Michigan State 
Police Commercial Vehicle 
Enforcement officers, along 
with other area police of-
ficers from several depart-
ments, took over at the state 
line.

The truck hit a stop stick 
police had placed just north 
of the state line, but contin-
ued traveling with a shred-
ded right front tire, forcing 
patrol cars off the highway. 
A police officer who was 

trying to deploy additional 
stop sticks was almost hit, 
Logan said.

In the construction zone 
between Bridgman and Ste-
vensville, the tractor trailer 
hit several vehicles, drove 
through the closed third 
lane, hitting construction 
barrels, and continued to 
swerve at police vehicles.

Fearing for the safety of 
motorists and construction 
workers in the area, a police 
officer shot a drive wheel of 
the tractor trailer, causing 
the truck to slow down. 

The driver then left the 
freeway at the exit ramp at 

John Beers Road, and the 
truck jackknifed and came 
to a stop at the top of the 
ramp. 

The driver was taken to 
the hospital by Medic 1. 

Michigan State Police 
were assisted throughout 
the ordeal by Pokagon Trib-
al Police, Chikaming Town-
ship, Bridgman, Baroda/
Lake Township and Lincoln 
Township police, the Ber-
rien County Sheriff’s De-
partment, the Michigan De-
partment of Transportation 
and Indiana State Police.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

State police take 
extra measures to 
stop rogue semi

Jim Dalgleish / HP staff

A massive, 19th century oak tree fell Thursday afternoon at the Ralf Santaniello residence along Glenlord Road in Lincoln 
Township, a stone’s throw from the family’s restaurant. Santaniello said an air conditioning repairman alerted him to the 
cracking tree, and Santaniello recorded the fall with his smart phone and posted the video on the restaurant’s Facebook 
page. Looking on are James Harris, left, Niko Santaniello and Kerri Santaniello, Ralf’s wife. Ralf said that, luckily, no one was 
playing in the well-used yard at the time.

 BROKEN OLD OAK

Dems ask for 
independent 
investigation of 
jail complaints

ST. JOSEPH — The Ber-
rien County Democratic 
Party is asking the Board 
of Commissioners for an 
independent investigation 
of sexual harassment alle-
gations at the county jail, 
among other charges.

“An outside investiga-
tor with no ties to current 
members of the jail staff, 
the Berrien County Sher-
iff’s Office, the Berrien 
County Administration, 
and the Berrien County 
Prosecutor’s Office, is need-
ed to restore public confi-
dence in the staff and ad-
ministration of the Berrien 
County Jail,” Democratic 
Party Chairman Eric Les-
ter said Thursday, reading 
from a resolution he said 
was passed unanimously by 
the party’s executive com-
mittee May 19.

The resolution referred 
to a news article about a 
federal lawsuit filed by 10 
women alleging sexual ha-
rassment  while they were 
inmates  by four jail depu-
ties. The resolution cited 
articles about theft at the 
jail, and the death of a male 
inmate later ruled a suicide.

“We feel this is an impor-
tant issue facing Berrien 
County,” Lester said.

The theft issue was an 
embezzlement charge 
filed against jail employee 
JoAnn Roberts, who was 
later sentenced to 270 days 
in jail for stealing $79,000 
in tether monitoring funds. 
Those allegations were in-
vestigated by the Van Buren 
County Sheriff’s Office  at 
Berrien County Sheriff  
Paul Bailey’s request.

Jail inmate Martell Had-
ley hanged himself in his 
cell in February, according 
to a coroner’s report. Prose-
cutor Michael Sepic report-
ed in May that there was no 
foul play, and no criminal 
charges would be issued in 

connection with the death.
After the commissioners’ 

meeting, Lester and Demo-
cratic Party Vice Chair Me-
lissa Clapper said the main 
concerns are about the sex-
ual harassment claims.

An investigation into the 
harassment complaints was 
launched last September by 
the sheriff’s department. 
Two deputies resigned and 
one was fired as a result, 
and all three are named 
in the law suit filed in U.S. 
District Court. One deputy 
who still works at the jail is 
included in the suit, though 
there are no specific alle-
gations against him in the 
court documents.

The allegations are being 
investigated by the prosecu-
tor’s office, but no report 
has been issued yet.

Clapper said there is no 
reason to believe Bailey 
and Sepic aren’t doing a 
good job in their positions, 
but an independent probe is 
needed to avoid the public 
perception of favoritism.

When county employees 
have been working together 
for a long time “it’s actually 
hard to ask the nastiest and 
most difficult questions,” 
said Lester, who likened the 
prosecutor’s office investi-
gating the sheriff’s depart-
ment to “the foxes guarding 
the hen house.”

Clapper said that, 
though this resolution was 
presented by the county 
Democratic Party, it is not 
a political issue. Bailey and 
Sepic are both Republicans 
and are seeking re-election 
this year.

“This does not hurt, it 
enhances,” Clapper said of 
the requested independent 
investigation.

Berrien County Admin-
istrator Bill Wolf had no 
comment on the resolution, 
and said he would take ac-
tion if it is requested by the 
Board of Commissioners.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

BERRIEN COUNTY

Mendel Center announces 2016-17 lineup

BENTON HARBOR 
— Folk-rock icon Gor-
don Lightfoot and actor-
singer-dancer Ben Vereen 
are among the performers 
for  Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s 2016-17 Mendel Cen-
ter Mainstage Theatre sea-
son, which opens Sept. 23.

The venue, which is cele-
brating its 25th anniversary 
season, announced Thurs-
day it has booked 14 shows 
in all for the1,573-seat the-
ater. Offerings range from 
Broadway theatrics to You-
Tube sensations.

“Since this is the 25th an-
niversary we really wanted 
to do some special things, 
and getting big-name acts 
like Gordon Lightfoot 
and Ben Vereen are pretty 
special,” Mendel Center 
Executive Director Mike 
Nadolski said. “Gordon 

Lighfoot has had such clas-
sic songs, and Ben Vereen 
sings, and dances and is a 
master showman. He’s also 
a real motivational person-
ality with everything he has 
gone through in his life. I 
had a chance to talk with 
him in New York, and he’s 
pretty inspirational.”

Lightfoot, the Canadian 
singer-songwriter who has 
been credited for helping 
define the folk-pop sound 
of the 1960s, performs Oct. 
9. His rich song catalog in-
cludes hits such as “Early 
Morning Rain,” “If  You 
Could Read My Mind,” 
“Carefree Highway,” “Sun-
down,” “(That’s What You 
Get) For Lovin Me,” “The 
Wreck Of The Edmund 
Fitzgerald,” and “Rainy 
Day People,” to name a few.

“Gordon Lightfoot In 
Concert: The Legend Lives 
On” tour, however, will 
not only feature his well-
known hits, but some deep 
album cuts for die-hard 
fans. All of which will be 
woven together with some 
of Lightfoot’s own behind-
the-scenes stories from his 
50-year musical career.

Tony Award-winner Ver-
een, meanwhile, brings his 
“Steppin’ Out with Ben 
Vereen” show to LMC on 
Feb. 25. He has performed 
in some of the most notable 
Broadway productions in 
history from “Jesus Christ 
Superstar” to “Pippin” to 
“Wicked,” but is perhaps 
still best known for the 

role of “Chicken” George 
Moore in Alex Haley’s 
landmark TV miniseries 
“Roots.”

The  production is filled 
with tributes to the icons of 
Broadway, including Frank 
Sinatra, and Vereen’s own 
mentor, Sammy Davis Jr., 
as well as the songs Vereen 
himself made famous.

The Mendel season 
opens Sept. 23 when Inter-
net sensation, The Piano 
Guys, perform the pieces 
that have garnered more 
than 500 million YouTube 
views, including an innova-
tive multi-handed version 
of One Direction’s “What 
Makes You Beautiful” and 
their reinvention of the hit 
“Let It Go” from Disney’s 
“Frozen.”

There’s also plenty of 
family-oriented shows on 
tap with Enchantment 
Theatre Company’s pro-
duction of “Peter Rab-
bit Tales” on Oct. 15; The 
Russian National Ballet 
Theatre’s “ Cinderella” on 
Jan. 20; “Odd Squad Live!” 
on March 18; and Erth’s  

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

Gordon Lightfoot, 
Ben Vereen among 
highlights of 25th 
anniversary season 

Photo provided

Folk-rock icon Gordon Light-
foot will perform Oct. 9 at the 
Lake Michigan College Men-
del Center Mainstage The-
atre. The 2016-17 season was 
announced on Thursday.

See LINEUP, page A8
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .84º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .71º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .50º
Record High . . . . . . 89º in 1985
Record Low . . . . . . 26º in 1988
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.89"
Normal month to date. . . . 2.78"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 12.18"
Normal year to date . . . . 12.98"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:14 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:12 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1:00 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:32 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a 30% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms, 
high temperature of 84º, 
humidity of 61%. South wind 10 
mph. Expect mostly cloudy skies 
tonight with a 50% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Today, south winds 10 to 20 kt. Areas of fog. Chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Waves 1 to 3 ft. Water temperature 56 
degrees. Tonight, south winds 10 to 20 kt. Areas of fog.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Saturday

Scat'd T-storms
80º / 63º

Sunday

Scat'd T-storms
78º / 60º

Monday

Mostly Sunny
76º / 57º

Tuesday

Mostly Sunny
75º / 59º

Today

Few T-storms
84º

Tonight

Scat'd T-storms
67º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with scattered 
showers and thunderstorms, highs in the 60s and 70s. East 
wind 5 mph.

Expect partly cloudy to cloudy skies today with scattered 
showers and thunderstorms, highs in the 80s. South 
southwest wind 5 to 9 mph.

At what time of day do most 
tornadoes hit? ?

Answer: Between 5 and 6 p.m.

Last
5/29

New
6/4

First
6/12

Full
6/20

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 44
Main Offender ................Ozone

Forecast map for May 27, 2016

Marquette
66/57

Green Bay
78/62

Oshkosh
78/63

Milwaukee
79/62

Chicago
85/69

Gary
85/66

Benton 
Harbor
84/67

Grand 
Rapids
84/67

Midland
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Traverse
City
80/64

Cheboygan
71/57

Sault Ste.
Marie
76/60

Port
Huron
81/65

Flint
84/68

Detroit
84/68

Lansing
84/67

Toledo
86/65

Upper Peninsula

Lower Peninsula

DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

The 4th annual “Mini Indy” 
go-cart race took place in down-
town South Haven. Larry King, 
director of the South Haven 
Area Chamber of Commerce, es-
timated that up to 10,000 people 
attended the 20-lap race. The 19 
competing cars weren’t your gar-
den variety go-carts. The Indy 
car replicas, with racing stripes 
and mean, lean sporty looks, 
were on loan from the Fideland 
Fun Park near South Haven.

35 years ago – 1981
Bridgman’s Ralf Mojsiejenko 

hurled his second no-hitter of 
the season while leading the 
Bees to a 7-0 Red Arrow Confer-
ence baseball triumph over New 
Buffalo Tuesday.

Mojsiejenko fanned 12 and 
walked four while lifting his sea-
son record 7-2. The senior lefty 
now has a 1.31 earned run aver-
age while holding opposing bat-
ters to a combined 112 batting 
average.

50 years ago – 1966
Benton Harbor Elks Lodge 

544, 209 Pipestone St., scene of 
hundreds of social events in its 
55-year history, is scheduled for 
a final fling Saturday, May 28. 
It’s “The Last? Dance?” with 
the question mark appropriately 
inserted because the Elks don’t 
know for sure when the present 
building will be purchased by 
Benton Harbor renewal project 
and when the lodge will relo-
cate to a tract of land in Hagar 
Township.

Today is Friday, May 27, the 
148th day of 2016. There are 
218 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlights in History:
On May 27, 1941, the British 

Royal Navy sank the German 
battleship Bismarck off France 
with a loss of some 2,000 lives, 
three days after the Bismarck 
sank the HMS Hood with the 
loss of more than 1,400 lives. 
Amid rising world tensions, 
President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt proclaimed an “unlimited 
national emergency” during a 
radio address from the White 
House.

On this date:
In 1896, 255 people were 

killed when a tornado struck St. 
Louis, Missouri, and East St. 

Louis, Illinois.
In 1935, the U.S. Supreme 

Court, in Schechter Poultry 
Corp. v. United States, unani-
mously struck down the Na-
tional Industrial Recovery Act, 
a key component of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “New 
Deal” legislative program.

In 1937, the newly completed 
Golden Gate Bridge connect-
ing San Francisco and Marin 
County, California, was opened 
to pedestrian traffic (vehicles be-
gan crossing the next day).

In 1998, Michael Fortier, the 
government’s star witness in 
the Oklahoma City bombing 
case, was sentenced to 12 years 
in prison after apologizing for 
not warning anyone about the 
deadly plot. (Fortier was freed 
in Jan. 2006.)

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

“Dinosaur Zoo Live!” 
April 22.

“We know that this is a 
family-oriented community 
and we wanted to make 
sure we were giving fami-
lies and kids an opportu-
nity to see some really great 
shows,” Nadolski said. “I 
think we’ve accomplished 
that.”

The high-flying Broad-
way production of “Pip-
pin,” which will be per-
formed March 15, is 
another highlight. Winner 
of four 2013 Tony Awards, 
including Best Musical 
Revival, this updated pro-
duction features acrobatics 
– think “Cirque du Soleil” 
– additional songs from the 
composer of “Wicked,” as 
well as well-known Broad-
way standards “Corner of 
the Sky,” “Magic To Do,” 

“Glory,” “No Time at All,” 
“Morning Glow,” and 
“Love Song.”

The rest of the season 
lineup includes the Michael 
Jackson concert experience, 
“King Michael – A Glori-
ous Tribute to the King of 
Pop,” Oct. 7; Aquila The-
atre’s production of Agatha 
Christie’s “Murder on the 
Nile,” Oct. 21; “The Second 
City Hits Home,” a new 
show featuring sketches, 
songs, and improvisation 

about Southwest Michi-
gan, Nov. 5; “The Motor-
town All-Stars’ Christmas 
Spectacular,” featuring 
members of The Capitols, 
The Miracles, and former 
members of The Tempta-
tions, Dec. 14; guitarist 
Bryan Lubeck’s “Rejoice 
–  A Holiday Musical Tap-
estry,” Dec. 22; and “Let-
ters Home,” which brings 
to life actual letters written 
by soldiers serving in the 
Middle East, May 21, 2017.

Series ticket packages, 
which start with three or 
more shows, are now on 
sale at www.themendel 
center.com or by calling 
the box office at 927-1221. 

Individual tickets, which 
range from $14-$100 de-
pending on the show, go on 
sale at 10 a.m. June 14.

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio
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Grandpa’s fishing poles aren’t  
going to sell themselves.

To place a classified ad in The Herald-Palladium,  
please call 429-4484. Phones are open 8 a.m.  

  to 4 p.m., Mondays through Fridays.

GERANIUMS!
From 4 1/2” Pots 

thru 16” Tubs
&

Large 12” 
HANGING BASKETS

Large 
selection of 

Combination 

Baskets

Combination Planters ❤ Gerbera Daisies ❤ Unusual Plants 
Bedding Plants ❤ Hanging Baskets ❤ Geraniums

Vegetables ❤ Bag Planters ❤  Vegetable Flats ❤  Herbs

Memorial Day...
Remembering All Who Served.

Want Amazing Flowers?
Shop here fi rst and compare!

We’re just a drive away for SUPERIOR QUALITY 
PLANTS grown in our own greenhouses. 

9 Miles North of Sawyer • 8 Miles South of St. Joseph

8627 Cleveland Ave., Baroda
Just North of Lemon Creek Rd. or South of Stevensville-Baroda Rd.

Now Open Mon - Sun 9-6:00

Look for the sign with the big red ❤.
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          Now accepting

Everyday In-House Specials!
Premium Perennials
Quart Containers


