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BENTON TOWNSHIP 
—  The just cause hearing 
for Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s suspended president 

is set for 
Thursday.

At 8 a.m. 
in the Han-
son Theater 
at the Mendel 
Center, Jen-
nifer Spielvo-
gel and her 
lawyer will 

meet with LMC’s Board of 
Trustees to discuss her three 
months at the helm of the 
community college.

Trustees called for the 
special meeting in order to 
hold the just cause hearing. 
Since it is a meeting – and 
not just a hearing – action 
can be taken by the board.

LMC spokeswoman 
Candice Elders said the 
hearing’s venue was moved 
to the Hanson Theater be-
cause Spielvogel requested 
an open hearing. In the 
event of a large turnout, 
the theater would accom-

modate such numbers.
The board first voted 

to suspend Spielvogel on 
April 8. Minutes from the 
meeting indicated trustees 
were upset about alleged 
unauthorized spending for 
an inauguration and of-
fice renovations. Minutes 
showed the trustees said she 
also showed poor leader-
ship, was unprofessional 
and violated policies.

Spielvogel has offered 

no public response since 
then, except through her 
attorney, who told The 
Herald-Palladium that at 
most his client misunder-
stood the board’s inter-
pretation of  her ability to 
spend money.

Spielvogel’s contract dic-
tates she is entitled to be 
paid through the end of 
the contract unless LMC 
can prove that it had “just 
cause” for termination.

LMC highlighted this in 
a press release it sent out 
in early April, stating if  the 
college should terminate 
Spielvogel for just cause, 
then the institution is un-
der no obligation to award 
severance compensation or 
continue any fringe benefits 
provided by her contract, 
which would expire June 
30, 2018.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

LMC to hold just 
cause hearing in 
Hanson Theater to 
accommodate crowd

Spielvogel hearing is Thursday
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In celebration of Arbor Day, state Sen. John Proos, center, joins members of the Indian Hills Garden Club and staff from St. 
Joseph’s park department during Friday’s planting of three catalpa tree seedlings at Riverview Park. The seedlings were 
grown by the Michigan State University Research Center from a parent tree on the East Lawn of the Michigan State Capital 
in Lansing, considered to be the oldest and largest catalpa in the United States.
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ST. JOSEPH — Kevin 
Riggs submitted his letter 
of resignation Friday to 
end his tenure as principal 
of St. Joseph High School.

Superintendent Ann 
Cardon said the Board of 
Education accepted Riggs’ 
resignation Friday morning 
during a special meeting.

The resignation becomes 
effective June 30. However, 
Riggs will remain out of 
school through the remain-
der of the school year by 
using the balance of his 
sick, vacation and personal 
days.

In a news release sent Fri-
day, Cardon said the deci-
sion was made in the inter-
est of both parties.

“We are moving forward, 
looking onward to a fresh 
start – and at the same time 
we have not missed a beat 
at the high school,” Car-
don stated  in the release. 
“Greg Blomgren and Kevin 
Guzzo have stepped up to 
do the work of three people 
and have done a fabulous 
job.”

Cardon said the district 
has posted the position in-
ternally and will conduct 
interviews in mid-May. The 
board’s next regular meet-
ing is May 9.

Riggs was first placed on 
paid administrative leave in 
February.

During that time, Cardon 
said Riggs was tending “to 
personal issues.” No dis-
ciplinary action was taken 
during Riggs’ two-month 
absence, as Cardon said no 
student was involved.

Riggs could not be 
reached for comment Fri-
day.

According to Herald-
Palladium archives, Riggs 
became principal at St. 
Joseph in the fall of 2014. 
Before coming to St. Jo-
seph, Riggs  was principal 
at Hastings High School in 
Barry County for two years, 
and principal at Galesburg-
Augusta High School for 
one year.

Riggs, a native of Mish-
awaka, Ind., graduated 
from Penn High School in 
Mishawaka and earned his 
teaching certificate from In-
diana University at South 
Bend. He taught English at 
Northridge High School in 

Middlebury, Ind., for two 
years before returning to 
Penn High to teach Eng-
lish, where he became dean 
of students.

Riggs  was an assistant 
principal at Portage North-
ern High School for five 
years, before his time  as 
principal for Galesburg-
Augusta and Hastings.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Resignation becomes 
official June 30

Riggs resigns as 
SJHS principal

ST. JOSEPH —  A  se-
ries bond that would raise 
more than $8 million over 
12 years 
for St. Jo-
seph Public 
Schools will 
be on the 
ballot for 
Tuesday ’s 
election.

S c h o o l 
o f f i c i a l s 
said money 
raised  from  the sale of 
bonds  would be used to 
support upgrades in tech-
nology, security, trans-
portation and building 
improvements across the 
district.

Superintendent Ann 
Cardon said the series 
bond is affordable and 
will keep the district in 
good shape to remain 
among the top schools in 
Southwest Michigan.

The ballot language 
for the series bond was 
adopted by the board 
during a Feb. 8 board 
meeting. The estimated 
millage that would be lev-
ied for the proposed bond 
in 2016 is 0.35 mills, or 35 
cents, for  each $1,000 of 
taxable property value.

A home assessed 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Funding would go 
toward technology, 
transportation

Series 
bond on 
Tuesday 
ballot for 
SJ schools

See BOND, page A2
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PAW PAW — A convict-
ed killer who last fall won 
a new trial in a Michigan 
Supreme Court ruling has 
been found guilty for a sec-
ond time.

A Van Buren County 
jury deliberated more than 
a day before finding Anto-
nio Lewis, 37, guilty of sec-
ond-degree murder in the 
death of his half-brother, 
Ivory Shaver III, in No-
vember 2011.

Lewis was convicted in 
2013 and last fall won a 

new trial based on his ap-
peals claim that he was 
not allowed to represent 
himself in his first trial. 
The Michigan Court of 
Appeals had denied his ap-
peal, which he then took to 
the state Supreme Court. 
The higher court ruled in 
his favor

Despite the nature of 
his appeal, he did not rep-
resent himself this time 
either, but was represented 
by court-appointed lawyer 
Gary Stewart of Paw Paw.

The case was heard by 
Van Buren County Cir-
cuit Court Judge Kathleen 
Brickley. The trial started 
April 20 and lasted about 
a week before going to 
the jury at about 4 p.m. 
Wednesday. The jury delib-
erated an hour on Wednes-
day, all day Thursday and 

for about 30 minutes Fri-
day morning before return-
ing with the guilty verdict. 

Second-degree murder 
carries a maximum penalty 
of life in prison. Brickley, 
who in 2013 sentenced 
Lewis to 39 to 80 years for 
his first conviction, will 
sentence him again June 
13.

Shaver, Lewis and their 
girlfriends had lived to-
gether at a house in Geneva 
Township, and Shaver went 
missing in November 2011. 
His body was found in a 
farm ditch in Covert Town-
ship in 2012. 

In his opening statement 
to the jury, Stewart said the 
autopsy on Shaver was in-
conclusive as to the cause 
and manner of death, and 
the death had not been 
ruled a homicide. He said 

there were no witnesses or 
direct evidence leading to 
Lewis.

But Assistant County 
Prosecutor Keith Robinson 
told the jury Lewis had im-
plicated himself by chang-
ing his stories when talking 
to police early in the case. 

He said Lewis at first 
told police he’d seen Shaver 
leaving the house in a green 
car owned by Shaver’s girl-
friend. Later he said he saw 
Shaver walk away from the 
house. 

He said there were other 
inconsistencies in Lewis’ 
statements to police, as well 
as a recorded phone con-
versation between Lewis 
and another man in which 
Lewis said he was angry at 
Shaver.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Lewis convicted 
again of murdering 
half-brother Ivory 
Shaver III

2nd time no charm in murder trial

DETROIT — A $21 
million project linking 20 
miles of walking, running 
and biking paths in Detroit 
has wrapped up as part of 
an effort to boost recre-
ation activities, better con-

nect redeveloping neigh-
borhoods and spur growth.

A ribbon-cutting took 
place Friday to celebrate 
completion of the Link 
Detroit project at the new 
Wilkins Street Plaza, lo-
cated along a half-mile ex-
tension of the Dequindre 
Cut Greenway in Eastern 

Market. A community cel-
ebration is Saturday.

In 2012, the effort se-
cured $10 million in federal 
transportation funding. 
Additional money came 
from the city, state and do-
nations from organizations 
including the Community 
Foundation for Southeast 

Michigan, the McGregor 
Fund and the Kresge 
Foundation.

“These kinds of invest-
ments are transformative,” 
Tom Woiwode, director 
of the GreenWays Initia-
tive for the Community  

By DAVID RUNK 
Associated Press

$21M project links 20 miles of Detroit pathways

See PATHWAYS, page A2
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