
Herald Palladium - 05/01/2016 Page : B01

Copyright (c)2016 The Herald-Palladium 05/01/2016
May 2, 2016 9:55 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

SUNDAY, May 1, 2016 The Herald-Palladium B1

LOCAL & STATE
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John Rappaport, University of Chicago assistant professor of law, talks about the U.S. Supreme Court makeup and workings during 
a forum sponsored by the League of Women Voters on Friday at Upton Middle School.

ST. JOSEPH —  For-
get whatever you’ve heard 
about the U.S. Supreme 
Court lately because the re-
ality of its business is much 
more interesting than all 
the speculation swirling 
around it.

For example, 31 percent 
of the rulings from Amer-
ica’s highest court are de-
cided unanimously, which 
may surprise critics who see 
its nine members as “politi-
cians in robes,” said Univer-
sity of Chicago law profes-
sor John Rappaport.

“This is a really interest-
ing thing about the court 
that’s overlooked. The 
court is more and less polit-
ical than people often give 
it credit for,” he said.

About 40 people turned 
out Friday night for Rap-
paport’s hour-long talk at 
Upton Middle School on 
the Supreme Court’s in-
ner workings, history and 
function – and answering 
questions about them, as 
well.

The overall number of 
9-0 rulings is remarkable, 
but it’s the 5-4 “hot button” 
rulings – such as the legal-
ization of same-sex mar-
riage last summer – that 
grab public interest, Rappa-
port said.

Such rulings account for 
23 percent of cases heard 
under Chief Justice John 
Roberts, appointed in 2005, 
said Rappaport, who was a 
clerk for Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg.

However, a 5-4 decision 

doesn’t always refl ect a lib-
eral-conservative split  be-
cause  justices must often 
decide cases without clear 
reference points, which is 
one quality that makes the 
court so unique, Rappaport 
said.

“The First Amendment 
(of the U.S. Constitution) 
protects your right to free 
speech. Is spending money 
a form of speech? What if  
you’re donating to political 
campaigns?” he said.

Rappaport asked how the 
audience would decide the 
case of an attorney who fell 
asleep and missed critical 
testimony.

“In the end, there’s just 
no avoiding judgment, 
right? Either the sleeping 
lawyer violates the Sixth 
Amendment right to coun-
sel or he doesn’t,” he said.

That power is a big part 
of the court’s mystique be-
cause  a ruling is likely to 
stick after the justices who 
crafted it are long gone, 
Rappaport said.

He quoted an obser-

vation by Justice Robert 
Jackson: “We’re not fi nal 
because we’re infallible, but 
we’re infallible only because 
we are fi nal.”

As Jackson’s quote sug-
gests, “the buck has to stop 
somewhere, and in our sys-
tem, the buck stops with 
the Supreme Court,” Rap-
paport said. “That doesn’t 
mean the court is perfect. 
But it’s right because it has 
the fi nal say.”

The court’s role fell into 
sharper focus with Justice 
Antonin Scalia’s unexpect-
ed death in February, as 
Rappaport noted.

President Obama has 
nominated Merrick Gar-
land to fill the vacancy, 
but the U.S. Senate – 
which must vote to ap-
point any justice – hasn’t 
acted on it.

How that situation will 
play out is anyone’s guess, 
but today’s high-stakes con-
fi rmation battles refl ect re-
newed effort of liberal and 
conservative activist groups 
“in making sure they un-

derstand who they have,” 
Rappaport said.

Examples include for-
mer Justice David Souter, 
who served from 1990 to 
2009,  but angered conser-
vatives when he began vot-
ing with more liberal col-
leagues, Rappaport said.

“He was this reclusive 
guy from New Hampshire, 
really smart, and he vot-
ed Republican. That was 
good enough. Today, that 
wouldn’t be good enough,” 
he said.

Rappaport said  today’s 
superheated partisan cli-
mate might also have 
posed a problem for Justice 
Ginsburg – for whom he 
served in 2009-10.

As a lawyer for the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, 
Ginsburg argued “a num-
ber of ground-breaking 
women’s rights cases” be-
fore her confi rmation by a 
96-3 vote in 1993, Rappa-
port said.

“I have to say, it’s hard to 
imagine an ACLU attorney 
being confi rmed 96-3 in to-
day’s climate,” he said, to 
laughter from the audience.

The irony is that, so-
cially speaking, the Su-
preme Court is considered 
a warmer place than many 
Washington institutions, 
Rappaport said.

“The justices really are 
very collegial with each 
other. It’s often written that 
Ginsburg and Scalia were 
good friends – (Justice) 
Clarence Thomas is ex-
tremely gregarious. If you 
watch Congress today, it 
feels like the court is the last 
remaining institution where 
the two sides of the aisle get 
along with each other,” he 
said.

The League of Women 
Voters of Berrien/Cass 
Counties sponsored Fri-
day’s event.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Former High Court 
clerk says justices 
can teach a thing or 
two about comity 

Getting along supremely

John Rappaport, University of Chicago assistant professor of 
law, highlights some of the duties of the U.S. Supreme Court 
during a forum sponsored by the League of Women Voters on 
Friday at Upton Middle School.

ST. JOSEPH — For the 
fi rst quarter of 2016, the 
Southwest Michigan hous-
ing market was moving at a 
good pace in both the num-
ber of houses sold and the 
total dollar volume in sales.

The market had month-
over-month increases in the 
number of houses sold even 
with the selling prices in 
constant fl uctuation.

The number of houses 
sold increased 12 percent 
over the fi rst quarter in 
2015. Gary Walter, execu-
tive vice president of the 
Southwestern Michigan 
Association of Realtors 
Inc., said the numbers in 
March were similar to the 

same time period in 2015.
“There was just a two-

house difference between 
the number of houses 
sold in March 2016 versus 
March 2015,” Walter said. 
“Contributing to the fi rst 
quarter results, housing 
sales in January were up 
30 percent and in Febru-
ary sales were up 14 percent 
over the same months in 
2015.”

The total dollar volume 
for the fi rst quarter was up 
13 percent. The fi rst quar-
ter results were boosted by 
double-digit total dollar 
volume increases in January 
and February.

In March, the total dollar 
volume increased 3 percent.

With bouncing average 
selling prices, the average 

selling price at the end of 
the fi rst quarter settled to 
within 1 percent of 2015.

In January, the average 
selling price was $200,335, 
which dropped to $156,965 
in February before re-
bounding to $167,562 in 
March. The average selling 
price in March 2016 up 4 
percent compared to last 
year.

The median selling prices 
in the fi rst quarter also fl uc-
tuated. However, the me-
dian selling price at the end 
of the fi rst quarter in 2016 
was up 10 percent over the 
fi rst quarter in 2015.

In January, the median 
selling price was $134,000 
which dropped to $109,950 
in February and rebounded 
to $125,900 in March. The 

year-to-date median selling 
price in 2016 was the high-
est for any year going back 
to 2006.

The number of bank-
owned or foreclosed homes 
as a percentage of all trans-
actions in the Southwest 
Michigan market increased 
to 20 percent in March.

Locally, the mortgage 
rate increased to 3.84 from 
3.76 percent in Febru-
ary. Last year in March, the 
rate was at 3.91. Nationally, 
the Freddie Mac mortgage 
rate in March was 3.67 
percent compared to 3.66 
percent in February for a 
30-year conventional mort-
gage.

Across the nation
According to the Na-

tional Association of Re-
altors, existing-home sales 
bounced back in March 
and remained slightly up 
from a year ago.

Total existing-home sales 
jumped 5.1 percent to a 
seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 5.3 million in March 
from a revised 5.07 million 
in February. Sales rose in 
all four major regions last 
month and are up from 
March 2015.

NAR chief economist 
Lawrence Yun said home 
sales had a nice rebound 
in March following Febru-
ary’s “uncharacteristically 
large decline.”

“Closings came back in 
force last month as a greater 
number of buyers – mostly 
in the Northeast and Mid-

west – overcame depressed 
inventory levels and steady 
price growth to close on a 
home,” Yun said. “Buyer 
demand remains sturdy in 
most areas this spring and 
the mid-priced market is 
doing quite well.” 

The median existing-
home price for all housing 
types in March was up 5.7 
percent from March 2015. 
March’s price increase 
marks the 49th consecutive 
month of year-over-year 
gains.

“The choppiness in sales 
activity so far this year is 
directly related to the un-
evenness in the rate of new 
listings coming onto the 
market to replace what is, 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Sales up, prices fluctuate in first quarter of housing market

See HOUSING, page B2

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— The History Center at 
Courthouse Square in Ber-
rien Springs presented its 
fifth-annual 
Frank J. 
Ward Me-
morial His-
tory Award 
to Barbra 
J. Kolm 
of Berrien 
Springs.

B o a r d 
m e m b e r 
Robert Norris presented 
Kolm the award at the His-
tory Center’s annual meet-
ing April 26.

The History Award 
is presented annually to 
honor an individual, or-
ganization or business that 
advances the cause of local 
history through research, 
writing, historic preserva-
tion or programming. It 
is named for Frank Junior 
Ward, a longtime mem-
ber of the Berrien County 
Historical Association 
and benefactor of the His-
tory Center at Courthouse 
Square.

Kolm is a lifelong Ber-
rien Springs-area resident 
and has played an instru-
mental role in preserving 
the history of the Berrien 
County Youth Fair. She 

was nominated for the 
History Award by her late 
sister, Frances Quirk.

As a child, Barbra ob-
served her mother, Alma 
Foster, keeping a daily 
diary – jotting down the 
happenings of the day and 
recording family history. 
While she has not kept a 
daily diary throughout her 
lifetime, Barbra did keep 
detailed records of lifetime 
events. As she became in-
volved in 4-H, the Junior 
Farm Bureau and the Ber-
rien County Youth Fair, 
members of those orga-
nizations relied on her as 
their record keeper.

Barbra attended grade 
school at Oak Grove 
School, showed cattle in 
the Fairland 4-H club at 
the fi rst Berrien County 
Youth Fair held in the 
Grove Park in Berrien 
Springs, and attended Ju-
nior Farm Bureau dances 
and fundraisers to build 
the Youth Memorial 
Building at Berrien Coun-
ty Youth Fair. She received 
the 4-H’s outstanding 
Leader award in 1974. In 
1965, she was elected sec-
retary of the Youth Fair’s 
board of directors and 
held that position for the 
next 40 years. 

Kolm garners 
history award

BERRIEN COUNTY

KOLM

SOUTH HAVEN  — 
A  panel discussion about 
the lack of civility and oth-
er questions about the 2016 
political landscape will 
be the subject of the next 
South Haven Speakers Se-
ries event Thursday, orga-
nizers announced.

“Why Can’t We All Just 
Get Along?” will feature a 
panel comprised of a tele-
vision political reporter, a 
former U.S. congressman 
and a former state repre-
sentative.

The discussion will be at 
the South Haven campus 
of Lake Michigan College, 
125 Veterans Blvd. There 
will be a pre-program 
speakers reception with 
refreshments beginning at 
6:45 p.m. The program will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. Admis-
sions will be $10. Students 
are admitted free.

Members of the panel 
will be Rick Albin, politi-
cal reporter with WOOD-
TV in Grand Rapids; Dr. 
J.H. “Joe” Schwarz, a for-
mer Michigan state  sena-
tor and U.S. representa-

tive; and 
Joan Bauer, 
a former 
state repre-
sentative.

“If you’ve 
been ask-
ing, ‘what 
h a p p e n e d 
to compro-
mise and 
dialogue?’ or 
‘who stole 
my political 
party?,’you 
are not 
a l o n e , ” 
Speakers Se-
ries President 
Mark Od-
land stated 
in a news re-
lease. “Please 
join us for 
what prom-
ise to be a 
lively conver-
sation.”

The South Haven Speak-
ers Series is in its second 
year. It was formed with a 
goal of informing citizens 
and stimulating thought 
regarding signifi cant issues 
by bringing to the com-
munity interesting experts 
not otherwise available to 
South Haven.

SH Speakers Series 
to tackle America’s 
political dialogue

A civil discussion 
about incivility

ALBIN

BAUER

SCHWARZ

See SPEAKERS, page B2


