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Should he or shouldn’t he?
That seems to be the main 

question these days about Don-
ald Trump, who very likely will 
be the Republican nominee for 
president. Let that sink in for a 
second before we continue. The 
question now is: Which Trump 
should actually run for president? 
Should he undergo a mainstream 
makeover?

Should it be the vile, racist, sex-
ist and every other kind of -ist 
you can think of Trump, who 
so enamored his information-
challenged groupies during the 
primary season.

Or should it be a toned down, 
more presidential version that 
actually won’t repulse much of 
America.

I don’t expect Trump to change.
By being as disgusting as he 

could – and by labeling those who 
called him out as politically cor-
rect – Trump secured the angry 
white man vote.

Considering that women, His-
panics and just about anybody 
else who actually has a coherent 
thought has been turned off by 
Trump, he should probably keep 
playing up to his lone constitu-
ency. If he loses the angry white 
man vote, he has nothing.

Will that be enough to win him 
the presidency? Not by a long 
shot.

But it will continue to get him 
tons of publicity, which is prob-
ably more important to Trump 
than the presidency.

He isn’t fi t to be president. He 
knows he is selling a bunch of 
garbage by trying to convince 

his robotic followers that he can 
build a wall and have Mexico pay 
for it, that he can deport 11 mil-
lion immigrants, that he can bar 
Muslims from entering the coun-
try. He can’t do any of that, but 
he keeps saying he’ll do it.

And it gets him applause. And 
free publicity.

He won’t change. Being a joke 
candidate has gotten him plenty 
far already.

Gary Stein is a columnist for the Sun Sentinel. 
His email is: gstein@sunsentinel.com
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What lies behind Donald 
Trump’s nomination vic-

tory? Received wisdom among 
conservatives is that he, the out-
sider, sensed, marshaled and 
came to represent a massive re-
volt of the Republican rank and 
fi le against the “establishment.”

This is the narrative: GOP 
political leaders made promises 
of all kinds and received in re-
turn, during President Obama’s 
years, major electoral victories 
that gave them the 
House, the Senate, 
12 new governor-
ships and 30 state 
houses. Yet they 
didn’t deliver. Exit 
polls consistently 
showed that a 
majority of GOP 
primary voters (60 
percent in some 
states) feel “betrayed” by their 
leaders.

Not just let down or disap-
pointed. Betrayed. By RINOs 
who, corrupted by donors and 
lobbyists, sold out. Did they re-
peal Obamacare? No. Did they 
defund Planned Parenthood? 
No. Did they stop President 
Obama’s tax-and-spend hyper-
liberalism? No. Whether from in-
competence or venality, they let 
Obama walk all over them.

But then comes the paradox. If  
insuffi cient resistance to Obama’s 
liberalism created this sense of 
betrayal, why in a fi eld of 17 did 
Republican voters choose the 
least conservative candidate? A 

man who until yesterday was 
himself a liberal. Who donated 
money to those very same Dem-
ocrats to whom the GOP estab-
lishment is said to have caved, 
including Chuck Schumer, Harry 
Reid and Hillary Clinton.

Trump has expressed sympa-
thy for a single-payer system of 
socialized medicine, far to the left 
of Obamacare. Trump lists health 
care as one of the federal govern-
ment’s three main responsibilities 
(after national security); Repub-
licans adamantly oppose federal 
intervention in health care. He 
also lists education, which Re-
publicans believe should instead 
be left to the states.

As for Planned Parenthood, 
the very same conservatives who 
railed against the Republican es-
tablishment for failing to defund 
it now rally around a candidate 
who sings the praises of its good 
works (save for the provision of 
abortion).

More fundamentally, Trump 
has no affi nity whatsoever for the 
central thrust of modern con-
servatism – a return to less and 
smaller government. If the es-
tablishment has insuffi ciently re-
sisted Obama’s Big Government 
policies, the benefi ciary should 
logically have been the most con-
sistent, indeed most radical, anti-
government conservative of the 
bunch, Ted Cruz.

Cruz’s entire career has con-
sisted of promoting tea-party 
constitutionalism in revolt 
against party leaders who had 

joined “the Washington cartel.” 
Yet when Cruz got to his one-on-
one with Trump at the Indiana 
OK Corral, Republicans chose 
Trump and his nonconservative, 
idiosyncratic populism.

Which makes Indiana a truly 
historic infl ection point. It marks 
the most radical transformation 
of the political philosophy of a 
major political party in our life-
time. The Democrats continue 
their trajectory of ever-expan-
sive liberalism from the New 
Deal through the Great Society 
through Obama and Clinton to-
day. While the GOP, the nation’s 
conservative party, its ideology 
refi ned and crystallized by Ron-
ald Reagan, has just gone popu-
list.

It’s an ideological earthquake. 
How radical a reorientation? 
Said Trump last week: “Folks, 
I’m a conservative. But at this 
point, who cares?”

Who cares? Wasn’t caring 
about conservatism the very es-
sence of the talk radio, tea party, 
grass-roots revolt against the 
so-called establishment? They 
cheered Cruz when he led the 
government shutdown in the 
name of conservative principles. 
Yet when the race came down to 
Cruz and Trump, these opinion-
shaping conservatives who once 
doted on Cruz affected a studied 
Trump-leaning neutrality.

Trump won. True, the charis-
matically challenged Cruz was 
up against a prepackaged celebri-
ty, an already famous showman.

True, Trump appealed to the 
economic anxiety of  a squeezed 
middle class and the status anx-
iety of  a formerly dominant 
white working class. But the 
prevailing conservative nar-
rative – of  anti-establishment 
fury – was different and is now 
exposed as a convenient fable. 
If  Trump is a great big middle 
fi nger aimed at a Republican 
establishment that has aban-
doned its principles, isn’t it cu-
rious that the party has chosen 
a man without any?

Trump doesn’t even pretend to 
have any, conservative or other-
wise. He lauds his own “fl exibil-
ity,” his freedom from political or 
philosophical consistency. And 
he elevates unpredictability to a 
foreign policy doctrine.

The ideological realignment is 
stark. On major issues – such as 
the central question of retaining 
America’s global pre-eminence 
as leader of the free world, sus-
tainer of Western alliances and 
protector of the post-World War 
II order – the GOP candidate 
stands decidedly to the left of the 
Democrat.

And who knows on what else. 
On entitlements? On health care? 
On taxes? We will soon fi nd out. 
But as Trump himself says of be-
ing a conservative – at this point, 
who cares?

As of Tuesday night, certainly 
not the GOP.

Charles Krauthammer is a columnist for 
The Washington Post. His email is: letters@
charleskrauthammer.com.

Our question for today: What 
is the proper etiquette when 

confronted with an unexpected 
penis?

That’s from Roz, a Baltimore-
area reader who emailed me a few 
days ago. Roz describes herself  as 
a left-wing progressive, a “long-
time supporter of  gay rights,” a 
feminist and a Democrat who 
worked for President Obama’s 
election.

But Roz is concerned about 
transsexuals in the bathroom – 
more accurately, the locker room. 
“I am all for trans people having 
equal rights,” she 
writes, “but what 
about when they 
collide with non-
trans people’s pri-
vacy?”

Roz’s question 
grows from an expe-
rience years ago at 
a spiritual retreat in 
California; she says 
she “freaked out” when a naked 
guy appeared in the group shower. 
“I was raised in the ‘50s to think 
I am not supposed to expose my 
naked body to strangers of  the 
opposite sex,” writes Roz, who 
says she swims three times a week 
for exercise and walks through the 
women’s locker room in the buff.

“I have no problem with trans 
people of  whatever biology or 
stage of  transition in bathroom 
stalls” she says, “but what about 
locker rooms where nudity is nor-
mal? I would be very uncomfort-
able if  I was unclothed and some-
one two feet away from me took 
off  their clothes and a penis ap-
peared.”

Roz wants to know if  she is 
prejudiced and needs to “get over 
this” or whether it is fair to ask 
trans people to make accommo-
dations in common areas where 
it is normal for people to walk 
around starkers.

I think it’s a good question. 
Wish I had a good answer, but I 
don’t. I toss the question out in 
hopes someone more qualifi ed 
than I will offer some insight. 
If  anything of  interest comes 
through, I’ll share it in a future 
column.

Meantime, Roz’s email of-
fers a valuable primer in the way 
thoughtful people confront the 
inevitable quandaries and conun-
drums raised by social change. 
They question conscience, they 
search soul, they struggle to fi nd 
the answer that best respects the 
needs and dignity of  all involved.

Her example stands in sharp 
contrast to those being offered 
in North Carolina and elsewhere, 
where laws and rules are being 
pondered and passed in a panicky 
haste to restrict transgender peo-
ple to the restroom corresponding 
with their birth gender. This, we 
are told, is necessary to prevent 
sexual molestation of  children in 
public facilities.

Which is, of  course, nothing 
more than a new iteration of  the 
old canard about LGBT people 
as sexual predators. You will no-
tice that nobody is contemplating 
new laws to protect children from 
Dennis Hastert.

That’s because protecting chil-
dren is not the point. The exploi-
tation and manipulation of  fear is.

Increasingly, this is what our 
lawmakers do. How many times 
have you seen laws promulgated to 
address things that never happen? 
Remember California Democratic 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein’s bid for a 
constitutional amendment to out-
law fl ag burning? Remember when 
Oklahoma tried to amend its con-
stitution to stop the use of  Sharia 
law?

These bathroom bans, then, are 
of  a piece with the new American 
ethos. Home of  the brave? Try 
fi efdom of  fear. And not even fear 
of  stuff  that might happen. No, 
fear of  stuff  that never will.

For many Americans, fear is 
the refl exive response to social 
change. They are threatened by 
what is outside their experience, 
by whatever is new, or different, 
or odd. And too often, those fears 
get enshrined into law by pander-
ing legislators, building walls to 
restrict what they don’t even try 
to understand.

Roz’s email is a timely reminder 
that a person can choose to be 
better than that. She can chal-
lenge herself, grapple the fears 
to which other people surrender. 
She can reject the false security of 
walls.

And maybe even build a few 
bridges instead.

Leonard Pitts is a columnist for The Miami Her-
ald. His email is: lpitts@miamiherald.com.

Coping with 
social change    
is never easy

LMC did what it had to   
do in firing Spielvogel

Editor,
I am writing to applaud the 

diligence and swift action taken 
by Lake Michigan College’s 
Board of Trustees in the ter-
mination of LMC’s president, 
Jennifer Spielvogel.

I have no doubt LMC’s selec-
tion process when hiring Ms. 
Spielvogel was thorough, but 
conduct is often only observ-
able after a position has been 
fi lled. When expenses were 
examined and behavior ques-
tioned, the board demonstrated 
its commitment to students, 
facility and taxpayers by thor-
oughly investigating, immedi-

ately acting and subsequently 
terminating her contract.

I support Lake Michigan 
College and its dedication to 
our community.

Lisa Altman
St. Joseph

Something doesn’t add     
up regarding immigrants

Editor,
Mr. Trump says he will  

build a wall between the U.S. 
and Mexico. Our local farmers 
are having diffi culty obtaining 
workers from Mexico. 

What’s wrong with this 
picture?

Julie Williams
Benton Harbor
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Trump will have to   
provide some answers

And so it ends for the 
GOP – in Indiana, the heart-
land, and in May.

Not in a brokered national 
convention. Not with much 
drama as it turned out. Just 
the last two opponents of 
the businessman who would 
be president, U.S. Sen. Ted 
Cruz and Ohio Gov. John 
Kasich, acknowledging that 
the Stop Trump movement 
has been, well, stopped in its 
tracks.

And thus ends Part I of  the 
most improbable political 
campaign in recent Ameri-
can history by a man who 
turned his signature brand 
of  provocation against no 
fewer than 16 rivals for the 
Republican presidential 
nomination and came up 
victorious.

In politics it is often all 
about the moment, and 
Donald Trump managed to 
capture the moment for vot-
ers – voters with fears and 
anxieties about the econo-
my, about the world around 
them, and about the inabil-
ity of  Washington to do any-
thing about any of  that to 
make their lives better.

In this latest contest the 
thrice-married Trump even 
won the votes of  more evan-
gelical Christians than Cruz, 
the pastor’s son.

There may well be some 
morning-after remorse 
among any number of  folks, 
especially those who berated 
the rest of  the fi eld as RI-
NOs (Republicans In Name 
Only), clearing the fi eld for 
the ultimate RINO himself  
– a man whose loyalty to 
the party – and its principles 
– has always been about as 
precarious as the next pri-
mary.

Principles? Trump don’t 
need no stinkin’ principles. 
He’s Trump, right?

And that, in the general 
election, may be his big-
gest advantage – especially 
against one of  the most un-
principled Democrats ever 
to wear that particular la-
bel. The unpredictability of 
the Trump juggernaut will 
simply drive Hillary Clinton 
and her well-heeled cam-
paign crazy.

But eventually the name-
calling and the hate-mon-
gering, if  continued over 
the course of  the next six 
months, will grow wearying. 
Angry and fearful voters will 
begin to look not simply for 
someone who stokes their 
fears, but for someone who 
has answers – answers that 
amount to more than “trust 
me, I’m great.”

The Trump campaign Part 
II will have to provide those 
answers.

– The Boston Herald

ANOTHER OPINION

Will a decent version of Trump run              
for president? Don’t count on it

By GARY STEIN 
Sun Sentinel (TNS)


