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The premiere of Southwest Michigan’s Pure Michigan commercial is shown Thursday at the Hilton Garden Inn in Benton Harbor. 
The ad will be shown in Chicago and Detroit, and could go national in 2017.

Gearing up for  
the national stage

BENTON TOWNSHIP — South-
west Michigan tourism boosters, who 
are ready to launch a regional Pure 
Michigan commercial extolling the ar-
ea’s fall charms, are already planning to 
see the message go national.

“The caliber of this commercial 
showcases our corner of paradise like 
nothing else before,” said Millicent 
Huminsky, executive director of the 
Southwest Michigan Tourist Council, 
following the premiere Thursday of 
the ad narrated by Michigan native 
Tim Allen. “Don’t you agree, this story 
needs to go national?”

Her question was met with an en-
thusiastic ovation from the large crowd 
who came to the Hilton Gardens Inn 
see the commercial, which will be 
shown in Chicago, Indianapolis and 
possibly Detroit. It can be viewed at 
the Travel Michigan website beginning 
Wednesday.

The project came together two years 
ago when the 22 members of the Shore-
line Hotel/Motel Association agreed to 
raise their bed tax from 2 percent to 5 
percent to fund the partnership with 
Pure Michigan, said  Mike Patel, co-
owner of Hilton Gardens and other 
properties.

The goal was to raise $250,000, that 
would be matched with $250,000 from 
Pure Michigan, the statewide tourism 

office. Patel said Southwest Michigan 
plans to have a five-year partnership 
with Pure Michigan.

That amount was raised ahead of 
schedule, which allowed tourism of-
ficials to bring in Pure Michigan and 
McCann marketing last fall.

Chris Cannon, creative director with 
McCann, said the idea was to highlight 
the autumn attractions in an area al-
ready well-known for its summertime 
draws.

Cannon said his creative team 
toured such locations as the Silver 
Beach Carousel, “breathtaking beach-
es,” the Benton Harbor Arts District, 

the Round Barn Winery and “a certain 
golf course that kicked my butt again 
today.”

All of those spots and others make 
an appearance in the 30-second com-
mercial. Allen’s narration says that all 
of these are a reminder “of how im-
portant it is to make time for life,” from 
“nature at its most brilliant to people at 
their most friendly.”

Cannon called it a place “where you 
want to take the scenic route.”

Phil and Janet Dykstra, whose 
caramel apples at Kilwin’s make a  

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Have attorneys  
at arraignments, 
defense expert  
recommends

ST. JOSEPH — Carl 
Macpherson, hired to 
study  Berrien County’s 
system for providing legal 
defense to poor residents, 
says that providing repre-
sentation early is very im-
portant, including during 
arraignments.

“It’s extremely impor-
tant to have representa-
tion as soon as possible” 
in court proceedings, 
Macpherson told the 
Board of  Commissioners’ 
Administration Commit-
tee in his first report since 
being hired in February.

Macpherson was hired 
parttime to review the 
county’s system for pro-
viding legal defense to 
those who can’t afford an 
attorney, and to make rec-
ommendations on how to 
meet new state standards 
for indigent defense.

Among the first of  four 
standards recommended 

by the Michigan Indigent 
Defense Commission is 
providing counsel at the 
first court appearance and 
other critical stages of  a 
trial, Macpherson said.

The MIDC report states 
that this includes repre-
sentation at “arraignment 
on the complaint and 
warrant.”

This recommendation 
has been controversial 
statewide, but it shouldn’t 
be, Macpherson said.

Macpherson, a Chi-
cago attorney who has 
19 years’ experience in 
criminal defense, said he 
has seen defendants plead 
guilty to charges during 
their arraignment without 
every having seen an at-
torney.

Indigent Berrien Coun-
ty defendants are typical-
ly not assigned attorneys 
until after arraignment. 
Those arraignments are 
conducted through a vid-
eo link between the jail 
and the courthouse.

Macpherson, who 
has observed arraign-
ments from the jail, said 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Some principals charged with kickbacks faced financial woes

DETROIT — A dozen 
Detroit principals and an 
administrator are accused of 
finding a way to bleed their 
struggling public schools of 
$900,000 – ordering chairs, 
writing paper and other sup-
plies that in most cases were 
never delivered, even as in-
vestigators doggedly battled 
fraud in a district that lacks 

textbooks and even toilet 
paper.

Federal authorities say 
the bribery and kickback 
scheme started as early as 
2002 and ended earlier this 
year. It is the latest in a string 
of embarrassing public cor-
ruption cases where elected 
officials and workers suc-
cumbed to the temptation 
of an easy dime left in a too-
often unguarded public till.

“They stole from the chil-

dren,” said an angry Ida 
Byrd-Hill, who had two 
children attending a Detroit 
high school in 2009 during 
the height of the alleged 
kickbacks.

“We keep forgetting that 
these schools belong to the 
citizens of Detroit,” she said. 
“They don’t belong to De-
troit Public Schools. They 
don’t belong to the princi-
pals. Everybody has forgot-
ten who they work for. They 

work for the parents.”
Mostly middle aged, the 

13 schools officials charged 
last month with conspiracy 
to commit bribery had sala-
ries far above what the aver-
age Detroiter takes home. 
But a public records search 
by The Associated Press 
showed some faced bank-
ruptcies, tax liens and other 
personal financial troubles 
just prior to or during the 
time they are accused of 

receiving kickbacks from 
longtime district supply ven-
dor Norman Shy, 74.

Wayne State University 
Law School professor Peter 
Henning described it as a 
scenario that is all too famil-
iar in a city where public em-
ployees think they are owed 
more than they get for diffi-
cult, thankless jobs.

“I doubt any of them re-
ally thought they were do-
ing anything wrong – they  

(believed they) were just 
getting something they 
deserved,” Henning said. 
“They worked hard, were 
underpaid and had to deal 
with all the stuff that goes 
on in DPS.”

Henning said it “comes 
down to (the) basic moral-
ity” of city officials – or a 
lack thereof.

“If somebody wants to 

By COREY WILLIAMS 
Associated Press

Dave Lorenz, vice president of Travel Michigan, talks about the Pure Michigan cam-
paign before the premiere of Southwest Michigan’s Pure Michigan commercial Thurs-
day at the Hilton Garden Inn in Benton Township.

Cook Unit 1 back online 

BRIDGMAN — Work-
ers have completed a Unit 
1 refueling outage at In-
diana Michigan Power’s 
Cook Nuclear Plant and 
the unit is back in ser-
vice and connected to the 
transmission grid.

Plant spokesman Bill 
Schalk said the outage last-
ed 36 days and six hours. 
In addition to refueling 
the reactor and perform-
ing regular maintenance 
and testing, workers com-
pleted several large com-
ponent replacements that 
were part of the plant’s 
Life Cycle Management 
(LCM) project. About 
1,500 contracted workers 
supplemented the regular 

1,200-person plant staff  
during the outage, Schalk 
said.

“We appreciate all the 
support of the local and 
regional craft workers on 
these LCM upgrades that 
support the extended oper-
ation of the Cook Plant,” 
Joel Gebbie, chief nuclear 
officer and senior vice 
president for American 
Electric Power stated in a 
news release. “The major 
component replacements 
are just part of our reli-
ability improvements and 
increased safety margins 
that will benefit the plant 
for decades to come.”

Among  the LCM proj-
ects this outage was re-
placement of two 60-ton 
feedwater heaters that pre-
heat water before it enters 
the steam generators. A 40-
ton safety-related heat ex-
changer also was replaced.

Schalk said other modi-
fications enhanced the  

By HP STAFF

Macpherson gives first 
report on county’s  
indigent defense system

Several projects 
completed  
during regular  
refueling outage
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .42º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .61º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .40º
Record High . . . . . . 85º in 1990
Record Low . . . . . . 24º in 1992
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.08"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 3.44"
Normal month to date. . . . 3.53"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 9.89"
Normal year to date . . . . . 9.96"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:42 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:43 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:17 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . 12:37 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a slight chance of 
showers, high temperature of 
54º, humidity of 62%. North 
wind 10 mph. Expect mostly 
cloudy skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 42º. North 
wind 5 to 10 mph.

Today, northeast winds 10 to 20 kt becoming north. Waves 1 to 3 ft. 
Water temperature 48 degrees. Tonight, northeast winds 10 to 20 kt 
becoming east. Waves 1 to 3 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Few Showers
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Few Showers
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Mostly Sunny
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Mostly Cloudy
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Mostly Cloudy
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Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Skies will be mostly sunny to partly cloudy today with highs in the 40s 
and 50s. Northwest wind 5 mph. Expect mostly sunny to partly cloudy 
skies to continue Saturday, highs in the 40s and 50s.

Expect partly cloudy to cloudy skies today with scattered showers, 
highs in the 50s. North northeast wind 7 to 11 mph. Saturday, skies 
will be mostly sunny to partly cloudy with isolated showers.

?

Answer: Vernal Equinox

Last
4/29

New
5/6

First
5/13

Full
5/21

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 39
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for April 29, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

Richard Schanze, chairman 
of Pinnacle Financial Services 
in St. Joseph, has been elected to 
the board of directors of Mercy 
Memorial Health Corp.

Schanze is president of the 
Twin Cities Area Chamber of 
Commerce, president of the St. 
Joseph Downtown Develop-
ment Authority, co-vice chair-
man of the Community Eco-
nomic Development Corp. and 
a member of the YMCA board.

35 years ago – 1981
Patrick J. McMullen, long-

time volunteer worker for the 
Blossomtime festival, has been 
selected to be grand marshal of 
the Floral parade.

McMullen is currently on the 
Blossomtime board of directors 
and is in charge of the stock 
sales program. His first experi-

ence in Blossomtime goes back 
some 55 years when he was re-
sponsible for St. Joseph High 
School floats in the parade.

50 years ago – 1966
Seven more residents have re-

ported sightings of unidentified 
flying objects in South Haven’s 
skies Wednesday evening, state 
police said. Police said they 
were flooded with calls from 
people reporting their sightings 
following a news story yester-
day of Van Buren Prosecutor 
Donald Goodwillie Jr.’s report 
of strange lights over the com-
munity.

Goodwillie, who filed the first 
report, told police he saw a ci-
gar shaped object with red and 
white flashing lights over South 
Haven for several minutes. He 
said the object made no noise 
and seemed to change altitude 
by going straight up and down.

Today is Friday, April 29, the 
120th day of  2016. There are 
246 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On April 29, 1991, a cyclone 

began striking the South Asian 
country of  Bangladesh; it end-
ed up killing more than 138,000 
people, according to the U.S. 
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration.

On this date:
In 1429, Joan of  Arc entered 

the besieged city of  Orleans to 
lead a French victory over the 
English.

In 1798, Joseph Haydn’s 
oratorio “The Creation” was 

rehearsed in Vienna, Austria, 
before an invited audience.

In 1861, the Maryland 
House of  Delegates voted 53-
13 against seceding from the 
Union. In Montgomery, Ala-
bama, President Jefferson Da-
vis asked the Confederate Con-
gress for the authority to wage 
war.

In 1913, Swedish-born en-
gineer Gideon Sundback of 
Hoboken, New Jersey, received 
a U.S. patent for a “separable 
fastener” – later known as the 
zipper.

In 1916, the Easter Rising in 
Dublin collapsed as Irish na-
tionalists surrendered to Brit-
ish authorities.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

he doesn’t think seeing 
your attorney the first 
time by video would be a 
good idea. He said most 
people would want to see 
their  doctor for the first 
time in person, and not on 
a video screen.

It’s not just during 
felony arraignments that 
the stakes are high for 
the defendant, Macpher-
son said. He said someone 
can lose their driving priv-
ileges or suffer other seri-
ous consequences from a 
misdemeanor conviction.

This proposed standard 
calls for an attorney to 
represent and appear at 
every court appearance 
throughout a case.

The other standards 
proposed by the MIDC 
include:

 Education and train-
ing of  defense counsel, in-

cluding knowledge of  the 
law, scientific evidence and 
technology that can be 
used to present a defense 
case, along with continu-
ing education.

 Holding initial inter-
views with clients as soon 
as possible, wit subsequent 
interviews as needed, all in 
a private and confidential 
setting.

 Conducting an inde-
pendent investigation of 
the charges as soon as pos-
sible, with funding avail-
able to hire an investigator 
or experts when necessary 
to rebut the prosecution’s 
case.

These standards, pre-
sented last year, are being 
reviewed by the Michigan 
Supreme Court before 
adoption. Once they are 
adopted, counties will 
have 180 days to comply, 
Macpherson said.

Macpherson said he 
backs each of  these stan-
dards and said  that, re-

gardless of  what the Su-
preme Court recommends, 
they should be instituted 
by Berrien County.

The county already has 
made an effort to meet 
some of  the requirements. 
An office on Church 
Street, previously occu-
pied by the Michigan State 
University Extension nu-
trition program, is being 
renovated to provide space 
for attorneys and clients to 
meet, and is being wired 
for computers for legal re-
search.

In many cases, defense 
attorneys are now meet-
ing clients and their fami-
lies  in the crowded hall-
ways of  the court house.

Macpherson said he has 
met with about half  of  the 
defense attorneys under 
contract to Berrien Coun-
ty, and half  of  the crimi-
nal judges, and is schedul-
ing times to speak with the 
others.

He has met with people 

at the sheriff ’s department 
and with Prosecutor Mi-
chael Sepic and his chief  
assistant. He said he  met 
with some defendants, 
and has shadowed some 
defense attorneys as they 
meet with defendants.

Macpherson is com-
paring Berrien County’s 
pretrial and incarceration 
statistics with comparable 
counties, he told commis-
sioners.

He said he is available to 
meet with any other group 
that wants information on 
the indigent defense re-
forms.

Having been on the 
job only two months, 
Macpherson said he is not 
ready to make recommen-
dations on how the state 
standards should be met.

County Administrator 
Bill Wolf  agreed that it is 
too early in the process for 
Macpherson to bring for-
ward his ideas for meeting 
the mandates.

Before Macpherson 
was hired, Wolf  presented 
commissioners with differ-
ent scenarios for meeting 
the state standards, up to 
creating a public defend-
er’s office at an estimated 
cost of  almost $1 million 
a year. The county now 
hires  law firms that pro-
vide attorneys for indigent 
defense.

Wolf  said the work done 
by Macpherson and Jenny 
Grimm, his administrative 
assistant, “has exceeded 
all expectations.”

Macpherson said de-
fense attorneys must real-
ize that “you literally have 
the client’s life in your 
hands.”

Anyone who doesn’t ac-
knowledge that, or who 
isn’t willing to to the hard 
work to provide the best 
legal defense possible, 
shouldn’t be doing this 
job, Macpherson said.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

reliability of plant emergen-
cy electrical systems and de-
creased the wear on steam 
generator tubes. More than 
13,500 maintenance, inspec-
tion and equipment modifi-
cation job activities totaling 
almost 300,000 work-hours 
were completed during the 
outage, Schalk said.

In 2005, Cook received 
license renewals from the 
Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission that allows the two 
reactor units to run to 2034 
and 2037, respectively. That 
is an additional 20 years be-
yond their original licenses.

At full capacity, the two 
units combined produce 
enough electricity for more 
than 1.5  million average 
homes.

Indiana Michigan Power 
is a wholly owned subsid-
iary of American Electric 
Power.

COOK
From page A1
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steal, they can steal. If some-
body wants to take an im-
proper benefit or payment, 
they can do it. Is anyone 
going to notice $100 here, a 
$1,000 there?” he said.

Federal investigators have 
been busy in Detroit for at 
least seven years. Much of 
their work involved uncov-
ering rampant pay-to-play 
schemes at the highest levels 
of City Hall.

Disgraced ex-Mayor 
Kwame Kilpatrick is serving 
a 28-year prison sentence 
for corruption. Former City 
Council President Monica 
Conyers also spent time 
behind bars after pleading 
guilty in 2009 to conspiracy 
to commit bribery.

But the school bribery 
charges are particularly gall-
ing given the district’s poor 
finances. The state Legisla-
ture is being asked to enact 
a $720 million restructur-
ing plan that would pay 
off the district’s enormous 
debt. Dozens of schools 
were forced to cancel classes 
this year as teachers called 

in sick to protest low pay, 
lacking supplies and over-
crowded classrooms. Enroll-
ment has dropped to about 
46,000 students from 95,000 
in 2009.

The state recently pro-
vided $48.7 million in emer-
gency funding to keep the 
schools open through June.

Principals in Detroit were 
responsible for ordering sup-
plies and selecting vendors. 
Authorities said that be-
cause of the scheme, the dis-
trict paid thousands of dol-
lars for auditorium chairs, 
supplemental teaching ma-
terial, raised line paper and 
other classroom supplies 
that either never arrived or 
came in smaller quantities 
than ordered.

“At the core of this ap-
parent scheme is something 
that’s very real – horribly 
resourced public schools,” 
Detroit teachers’ union 
president Ivy Bailey said last 
month, when charges were 
announced.

The probe evolved from a 
state audit of finances in a 
spin-off district of 15 low-
performing Detroit schools. 
That led to the arrest of Ke-
nyetta Wilbourn-Snapp, a 

principal at two high schools 
who was charged late last 
year with taking bribes to 
hire a company to perform 
tutoring services.

From there, federal inves-
tigators eventually found 
enough evidence to charge 
more administrators. Their 
average salary, without ben-

efits, is about $98,600, com-
pared with the median De-
troit household income of 
about $26,000. Nonetheless, 
several of the accused edu-

cators found themselves in 
financial straits and appear 
to have accepted money, gift 
cards and checks from Shy 
to pull themselves out.

PRINCIPALS
From page A1

 Norman Shy, 74: Shy’s Allstate Sales is accused of receiving 
$2.7 million from the district. Shy also is charged with income tax 
evasion.

 Clara Flowers, 61: Assistant superintendent in Specialized 
Student Services and former principal, $324,785. Flowers also is 
charged with income tax evasion.

 Clara Smith, 68: Thirkell Elementary-Middle School principal, 
$194,000. Authorities say Smith received $18,000 in personal 
credit card and bill payments and checks to relatives and friends. 
A tax lien was filed last year on her home.

 Stanley Johnson, 62: Hutchinson Elementary principal, 
$84,170. Records show a 1997 Chapter 7 bankruptcy filing.

 Ronnie Sims, 55: Former Fleming Elementary, Brenda Scott 
Middle schools principal, $58,519. Records show a 2008 sheriff 
sale notice listed under Sims’ name on a home in the Detroit sub-
urb of Sterling Heights.

 Beverly Campbell, 66: Former Rosa Parks and Greenfield 
Union Elementary-Middle schools principal, $50,000.

 Willye Pearsall, 65: Former Thurgood Marshall Elementary prin-
cipal, $50,000. Pearsall filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy in 2006 and 
Chapter 13 bankruptcy the following year. A small claims judgment 
for $668 owed to a furniture and appliance store was filed in 2012.

 Josette Buendia, 50: Bennett Elementary principal, $45,775.

 Nina Graves-Hicks, 52: Former Davis Aerospace high school 
principal, $27,385. Graves-Hicks filed for bankruptcy in 2013. A 
loan default notice was filed in 2014 on a home in Macomb Town-
ship. That year she received at least $6,000 in prepaid gift cards 
from Shy’s company, according to the U.S. Attorney’s office.

 Ronald Alexander, 60: Spain Elementary-Middle School princi-
pal, $23,000. Records show Alexander filed for Chapter 7 bank-
ruptcy in 2011. Ford Motor Credit sought nearly $6,800 in a civil 
judgment. The Internal Revenue Service also sought more than 
$29,000 in a federal tax lien.

 Gerlma Johnson, 56: Former Drew Academy principal, current 
Earhart Elementary-Middle School principal, $22,884.

 Tanya Bowman, 48: Former Osborn Collegiate Academy prin-
cipal, $12,500. Records show a 2010 notice of sheriff sale on a 
Detroit home on Snowden Street.

 James Hearn, 50: Marcus Garvey Academy principal, 
$11,500. Public records show a $3,033 state tax lien in 2013.

 Tia’von Moore-Patton, 46: White Center High School principal, 
$4,000.

At a glance

DETROIT (AP) — The U.S. Attorney’s office has charged 12 current and former Detroit Public Schools principals, one district 
administrator and a long-time vendor with conspiracy to commit bribery in school supply kickback schemes. The following 
lists their names, schools and kickback amounts, along with details of personal financial problems:

Sources: U.S. Attorney’s office and public records.

cameo appearance, gave the 
ad two thumbs up.

Patrick Bosse, president 
of Holt-Bosse marketing, 
explained that in order to 
send out the ad nation-
ally, starting in 2017, the 
community needs to raise 
$250,000 in addition to 

the $250,000 from the bed 
tax. That will be matched 
by $500,000 from Travel 
Michigan, for a $1 million 
promotional push.

The tourist council and 
area businesses are teaming 
up in other ways to make 
Southwest Michigan a well-
known brand.

Christian Moersch, gen-
eral manager of the Round 
Barn Winery in Baroda, 

announced the creation of 
the Makers Trail, which will 
highlight the region’s winer-
ies, distilleries and brewer-
ies.

Moersch pointed out that 
Berrien County is within a 
three-hour drive for 25 mil-
lion people.

Mike Nadolski, executive 
director of Lake Michigan 
College’s Mendel Center 
and a board member of he 

tourist council, said LMC 
is building a culinary and 
hospitality education center 
along  Empire Avenue that 
will supply the growing hos-
pitality industry with highly 
trained professionals. The 
college also started a wine 
making program this year, 
he said.

David Lorenz, vice presi-
dent of Travel Michigan, 
said that for every dollar 

spent through Pure Michi-
gan, another $7.60 is re-
turned to the state’s econo-
my, and adding tax revenue 
for education, roads and 
other needs.

“It’s good for tourism, it’s 
good for business, and it’s 
great for community-build-
ing,” Nadolski said of the 
promotional efforts.

Huminsky  said the  cam-
paign will put Southwest 

Michigan, which has al-
ready gained a reputation as 
a destination, on the map.

“Thirty-five years ago, 
people didn’t take our little 
corner of the state seriously. 
It as a pass-through loca-
tion or a rest stop” for visi-
tors heading to other places. 
“Today, they take us seri-
ously.”

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 932-
0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak
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