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Bob and Peggy Thurston of Galien were recently honored by Berrien County court officials for taking in 34 troubled teens as foster 
parents over 12 years. Some of the boys cut the lumber and helped Bob build the picnic pavilion shown here.

GALIEN — It takes a 
big heart to open up your 
home to a child as a foster 
parent.

It takes extra caring and 
commitment to take on the 
toughest cases with teens 
that have been in trouble 
with the law.

Bob and Peggy Thurston 
showed that kind of dedica-
tion for more than 12 years, 
taking 34 boys into  their 
home in Galien. Many of 
the young men came from 
the county juvenile deten-
tion center, including some 
who were registered sex of-
fenders.

“They were indeed pre-
mier foster parents for the 
court,” said Thomas Nel-
son, a retired Berrien Coun-
ty judge who was among 
the current and former 
court officials who honored 
the Thurstons on May 4. 
“They took in some very 
challenging foster children 
and showed each youth 
who entered their home the 
unconditional support and 
love that one would nor-
mally expect only from a 
natural parent.”

Along with a resolution 
signed by all the judges, 
the Thurstons received a 

framed souvenir with pho-
tos of each of the boys they 
fostered over the years. May 
is  National Foster Care 
Month.

“We had some success 
stories, and we had some, I 
wouldn’t exactly call them 
failures, because I think 
they took something with 
them that they didn’t have 
when they came here,” Bob 
Thurston said.

The couple said they 
tried to impart lessons that 
would help the kids later in 

life.
“I told them there are two 

things in life where there will 
always be someone there to 
help you,” Peggy Thurston 
said. “I told them, you got-
ta be honest, and you gotta 
be a hard worker. You have 
these aptitudes and you’ve 
got the world by the butt.”

Bob Thurston said he 
first became inspired to 
help kids after seeing the 
1930s movie “Boys Town,” 
starring Spencer Tracy as a 
priest who started a home 

for wayward youth.
They came in contact 

with the Berrien County 
foster parent program 
through Peggy’s sister and 
brother-in-law, who had 
taken in kids. They became 
even more interested when 
their daughter was having a 
difficult time, and the Thur-
stons considered becom-
ing foster parents for their 
grandchildren.

After a about a year of 
training, they were ready 
to welcome their first fos-
ter child in 2002, and they 
decided to focus on teen 
boys.  It didn’t take long 
for them to realize that 
this wasn’t going to be 
like a Hollywood movie in 
which there are always hap-
py endings.

“It erased the thoughts 
of me being Father Flana-
gan from Boys Town,” Bob 
Thurston said of their early 
experiences. “You think 
you’re going to be a miracle 
person and change them.”

They broke up fights and 
put out smoldering mat-
tresses lit on fire from con-
traband cigarettes. One boy 
stole money from school, 
ran away, stole a bicycle and 
pedaled all the way to the 
Sawyer truck stop, where he 
was arrested for shoplifting 
male enhancement pills.

But they also found out 
that they could make a dif-
ference for some kids with 
a mix of tenderness and 
tough love.

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Galien foster family 
honored for taking in 
34 troubled teens 
over 12 years

Fostering hope

Bob and Peggy Thurston were presented with the framed photos 
of the 34 teen boys they hosted as foster parents over 12 years. 
Many of the them have gone on to lead productive lives with the 
help of lessons learned from the Thurstons.

BENTON HARBOR 
— Former Lake Michigan 
College President Bob Har-
rison will return temporar-
ily until board members de-
cide how to fill the void left 
by the recent firing of Jen-

nifer Spielvo-
gel.

L M C 
Board mem-
bers unani-
m o u s l y 
agreed Mon-
day at a spe-
cial meeting 
to name Har-

rison as president emeritus/
acting CEO, until they’ve 
made that decision.

“This was a very unan-

ticipated and unfortunate 
thing that has happened, 
but Dr. Harrison loves 
Lake Michigan College and 
wants to come back,” LMC 
Board Chair Mary Jo To-
masini said, before the vote.

The board also agreed, 
without taking a formal 
vote, to decide soon if  it 
will reconsider Montcalm 
Community College Presi-
dent Bob Spohr – who was 
the other finalist for Har-

rison’s job – or launch an-
other national search.

Board members voiced 
hopes of deciding on 
Spohr’s candidacy – or 
launching another search 
– by the May 24 regular 
meeting, but did not set a 
timeline.

Whatever decision the 
board makes won’t be done 
in a rush, Tomasini said af-
ter Monday’s meeting.

“We definitely are go-

ing to be analyzing how we 
move forward, and move 
carefully. That’s why I 
didn’t want to be bound to 
a timeline,” Tomasini said. 
“We need to feel sure, but 
the community also needs 
to feel sure, too.”

Trustee Paul Bergan and 
Vice President Michael 
Lindley voiced similar feel-
ings before the vote.

“We don’t need to rush 
to judgment here. If takes 

a month, it takes a month. 
Let’s be confident here,” 
Bergan said.

Lindley suggested ad-
ditional background and 
non-reference checks – 
among other measures – to 
see if  the college should 
look further at Spohr, or 
start another search.

“We need to make sure 
we’re showing our due  

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Former president 
named acting CEO

Harrison back in the saddle at LMC

HARRISON

SOUTH HAVEN — 
City officials Monday 
night adopted a short-term 
rentals registration ordi-
nance, but noted it won’t 
make everybody happy.

Some City Council 
members said they expect 
legal challenges too.

The city will start requir-
ing short-term rental prop-
erties to register, and there 
will be occupancy caps on 
renters. The stated purpose 
is to help officials gather 
data on rentals, with an 
eye toward possible modi-
fications in the fall.

There will be different 
occupancy caps for rental 
properties, based on the 
zoning district, previous 

rental history and other 
factors.

For existing rental prop-
erties in the city’s three 
single-family residential 
districts, the cap would be 
16 people. Kids under 2 
wouldn’t be counted.

New rental properties in 
those three zones would be 
capped at 12, however.

For other residential dis-
tricts and B-3 commercial 
districts, the property own-
er could apply to get a cap 
of 24. To get that higher 
cap the home would have 
to have automatic sprin-
klers on every floor and 
meet commercial-style 
safety and fire codes regu-
lations.

The occupancy caps will 
be based on two people per 
bedroom and two more 
people per floor. So, for 
example, a three-bedroom 
ranch house couldn’t be 
rented to more than eight 

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

Officials: It’s a good 
compromise, but 
challenges expected

City approves 
short-term  
rental rules

ST. JOSEPH — Bond 
has been set at $1 mil-
lion for a Benton Harbor 
man accused of shooting 
and kill-
ing Benton 
Harbor stu-
dent Grady 
Manns last 
week.

Terrance 
Shelby Jr., 
29, is be-
ing held in 
the Berrien 
County jail  on an open 
murder charge in con-
nection with the death of 
Manns, 18, a junior at Ben-
ton Harbor High School. 

His body was found by a 
school bus driver a couple 
blocks from the school and 
about a block from Shel-
by’s house early Thursday 
morning.

Police have said the 
shooting apparently 
stemmed from an argu-
ment late the night before 
or early that morning at 
Shelby’s house at 154 E. 
Empire Ave., and had 
nothing to do with school. 
Investigators said that af-
ter talking to witnesses, 
they determined an argu-
ment between Shelby and 
Manns occurred sometime 
around  midnight while 
Manns was at Shelby’s 
house.

An autopsy determined 
Manns died of a single 
gunshot wound to the 

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

No motive released; 
bond set at $1M

Suspect arraigned 
in shooting death 
of BH student

SHELBY

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT

See THURSTONS, page A8

See HARRISON, page A8

See SHOOTING, page A8

SOUTH HAVEN

See RENTALS, page A8
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .68º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .46º
Record High . . . . . . 89º in 1977
Record Low . . . . . . 28º in 1984
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.86"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.76"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 12.15"
Normal year to date . . . . 11.96"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:21 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:02 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:08 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:28 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a 30% chance of 
showers, high temperature of 
58º, humidity of 58%. North 
wind 5 to 10 mph. Expect partly 
cloudy skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 43º. North wind 
5 to 10 mph.

Today, northeast winds 10 to 20 kt becoming north. Waves 2 to 4 ft. 
Water temperature 52 degrees. Tonight, north winds 10 to 20 kt 
becoming northeast 10 to 15 kt. Waves 2 to 4 ft subsiding to 1 to 3 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Wednesday

Sunny
60º / 43º

Thursday

Sunny
63º / 47º

Friday

Mostly Sunny
68º / 50º

Saturday

Few Showers
68º / 51º

Today

Few Showers
58º

Tonight

Partly Cloudy
43º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be mostly sunny with highs in the 50s. North wind 5 
mph. Expect sunny skies Wednesday with highs in the 50s and 60s. 
Northeast wind 3 to 7 mph.

Today, skies will be mostly sunny to partly cloudy with isolated 
showers, highs in the 50s and 60s. North northeast wind 7 to 10 mph. 
Expect sunny skies Wednesday with highs in the 50s and 60s.

On average, what is the 
wettest place in the United 
States? ?

Answer: Waialeale, Hawaii gets 
about 460 inches of rainfall per year.

Full
5/21

Last
5/29

New
6/4

First
6/12

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 36
Main Offender ................Ozone

Forecast map for May 17, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

The 11th annual Michigan 
Area 17 Special Olympics Sum-
mer Games took place at the 
Berrien Springs High School 
track, and drew 250 Special 
Olympians from Berrien, Cass 
and Van Buren counties. The 
athletes, ages 8 to 26, competed 
in running races, walks, wheel-
chair races, jumps, ball throws, 
softball, volleyball and soccer.

35 years ago – 1981
Benton Harbor won the grand 

championship trophy in the WHFB 
High School Quiz Bowl Saturday 
by edging St. Joseph 150-130.

The champions included cap-
tain David Howard, Edward 
Mohr, Peter Bentley, Daniel 
Opalski during the first half  
and David Kroening in the sec-

ond half. Team members for 
St. Joseph were Josh Nelson, 
Dan Taglia, Norah Plante and 
Ron Willer. St. Joseph had won 
the Round One (fall semester) 
championship in January and 
Benton Harbor had taken the 
Round Two (spring semester) 
championship May 9.

50 years ago – 1966
A small but nationally known 

Chicago architectural firm was 
named by the Lake Michigan 
College trustees last night to plan 
a new $8 million campus for its 
259-acre site in Benton Township. 
Harry Weese & Associates of Chi-
cago, holder of the architectural 
contract for the prestigious Penn-
sylvania Avenue Mall project in 
Washington D. C., was picked to 
design and oversee the building of 
the new LMC building.

Today is Tuesday, May 17, the 
138th day of 2016. There are 
228 days left in the year.

Highlight in History:
On May 17, 1954, a unani-

mous U.S. Supreme Court 
handed down its Brown v. 
Board of Education of Topeka 
decision which held that racially 
segregated public schools were 
inherently unequal, and there-
fore unconstitutional.

On this date:
In 1792, the New York Stock 

Exchange had its origins as a 
group of brokers met under a tree 
on Wall Street.

In 1912, the Socialist Party of 
America nominated Eugene V. 
Debs for president at its conven-

tion in Indianapolis.
In 1940, the Nazis occupied 

Brussels, Belgium, during World 
War II.

In 1961, Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro offered to release prisoners 
captured in the Bay of Pigs inva-
sion in exchange for 500 bulldoz-
ers. (The prisoners were eventually 
freed in exchange for medical sup-
plies.)

In 1980, rioting that claimed 
18 lives erupted in Miami’s Lib-
erty City after an all-white jury 
in Tampa acquitted four former 
Miami police officers of fatally 
beating black insurance executive 
Arthur McDuffie.

In 1987, 37 American sailors 
were killed when an Iraqi war-
plane attacked the U.S. Navy frig-
ate Stark in the Persian Gulf.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

chest. 
Shelby was arraigned 

Monday by Berrien Coun-
ty Trial Court Judge Den-
nis Wiley. Wiley set bond at 
$1 million and also ordered 
no contact between Shelby 
and his wife, children and 

stepchildren, potential wit-
nesses in future court pro-
ceedings.

Berrien Chief Assistant 
Prosecutor Jennifer Smith 
said there were seven chil-
dren ranging in age from 3 
to 15 in the home the night 
Manns was killed.

Police and prosecutors 
are not releasing a potential 
motive for the murder and 

will not say what the two 
men were arguing about. 
Members of both families 
were in court Monday but 
declined to speak with re-
porters.

An open murder charge 
permits a finding of first 
or second-degree murder. 
Both carry a maximum 
penalty of life in prison. 
Shelby is also charged with 

felony firearm, which car-
ries a mandatory two-year 
consecutive sentence.

Shelby told Wiley he has 
hired his own lawyer, but 
he could not recall the law-
yer’s name. A preliminary 
hearing was set for May 31 
before Judge Arthur Cot-
ter.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

SHOOTING
From page A1

people under any circum-
stances. Kids under 2 won’t 
be counted.

A proposal to ban any 
new rentals in properties 
over 3,500 square feet in the 
three single-family residen-
tial districts was eliminated 
from the proposal Monday 
night with a 6-1 vote.

The city defines short-
term rentals as between 
two nights and a month.

The council then voted 
6-1 to approve the changes 
to the zoning ordinance.

Voting “yes” were May-
or Bob Burr and council 
members Scott Smith, Jeff  
Arnold, Clark Gruber, 

Andy Klavins and Vickiy 
Kozlik Wall.

Steven Schlack voted 
“no.” He said he feels the 
city has enough regula-
tions on the books now to 
handle any issues that may 
arise from problems with 
short-term rentals.

More than a dozen peo-
ple spoke during the pub-
lic hearing, with most of 
them in favor of some kind 
of regulations, though not 
this exact proposal.

Resident Joan Hiddema 
submitted more petitions 
to the city urging the occu-
pancy cap to be lowered to 
10 and to not allow rentals 
of less than a week. That 
brings the total number of 
signatures on the petitions 
to 285, she said.

Real estate agent Jay De-
Bruyn cautioned the coun-
cil that the proposal is so 
broad that it may deprive 
property owners of their 
property rights.

“Tourism is our number 
one industry,” he said. “It’s 
strengthening our neigh-
borhoods, not tearing them 
down.”

Councilman Klavins pre-
dicts there will be lawsuits 
over the proposal.

Attorney Rebecca 
Strauss, representing Linda 
Lamb, who owns a large 
rental home at 51 Cass 
St., said legal action will be 
taken if  any limitations are 
placed on her client’s abil-
ity to rent out her home as 
she sees fit.

The city had a rental reg-

istration ordinance from 
late 2009 until early 2010, 
but the council then re-
scinded it.

But most council mem-
bers said they feel the new 
regulations are a good, 
reasonable compromise to 
address the short-term va-
cation rentals issue.

City officials said ear-
lier that the city this fall 
will undergo a master land 
use plan review, and data 
on short-term rentals col-
lected through the new 
ordinance will be used at 
that time to determine 
what changes in rules are 
needed. A public hearing 
will be required before any 
changes are made.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

RENTALS
From page A1

After one brawl be-
tween five boys living at the 
house, Bob decided that if  
they had that much energy 
he’d put them to work.

“I handed them shovels 
and pointed to a tree and 
said ‘Keep digging until the 
tree falls over or you see a 
Chinaman,’ “ he recalled.

Rather than resenting 
the task, the boys ended up 
laughing and bonding with 
each other. Bob milled the 
lumber in his workshop and 
the guys built a picnic pavil-
ion that still stands. Their 
names are written in the con-
crete base. One boy learned 
roofing on this job and later 
went into that line of work.

It wasn’t all hard work. 
They enjoyed outings to-
gether, dug up nightcrawl-
ers for fishing, and sailed a 
boat on a lake on the Thur-
stons’ three-acre property.

“It was like Huckleberry 
Finn to them,” Bob Thur-
ston said. “They had never 

had a childhood.”

Miracles happen
Then there was their 

“Miracle Kid.”
The young man had been 

in an out of several foster 
homes. He had violent out-
bursts and never smiled. 
The Thurstons were told 
that they were the last re-
sort before he went to jail.

They sensed something 
about him, and decided that 
he didn’t want to be mean 
– that something might be 
physically wrong. They 
took him to a doctor in 
Dowagiac who diagnosed 
a chemical imbalance in the 
brain, and prescribed medi-
cation to correct it.

“The next morning he 
slid out of bed onto the 
floor on his back, grinning. 
He said ‘Good morning, 
Bob! I never slept so good!’ 
He was smiling from ear to 
ear,” Bob Thurston said.

His good moods and 
behavior continued.  Three 
weeks later they received a 
call from his case worker. 
“He’s going home. We have 

a miracle.” He is now a 
foreman in a plastics fac-
tory, and has a family of 
his own.

Another of the Thur-
stons’ charges is studying 
at Andrews University to 
become a counselor to help 
troubled kids.

Others returned to pris-
on. One boy, a sex offender, 
hanged himself after leav-
ing foster care.

The Thurstons (who have 
three children, nine grand-
children and several great-
grandchildren) shared the 
foster care responsibilities 
equally.

“She was more like the 
sheriff of the house,” Bob 
said. “She could catch 
things I didn’t. She was 
quick at doing that.”

“If something is out of 
place, I know it,” Peggy 
agreed.

Age, health and other cir-
cumstances convinced the 
Thurstons that it was time 
to retire as foster parents. 
Bob had open heart surgery 
two years ago and, at 70, 
isn’t sure he can handle the 

more rough-and-tumble 
stuff any longer.

The Thurstons said they 
had great support from 
the county’s case workers 
and judges, including Scott 
Schofield and Mabel May-
field, as well as Nelson.

What advice would they 
have for someone consider-
ing becoming a foster par-
ent?

“Don’t do it for the 
money. It’s less than a dol-
lar an hour,” Bob Thurston 
said. “Do it because it’s in 
your heart and you really 
want to help somebody. 
And don’t expect a miracle. 
They rarely happen. We try 
to put some good in them 
and show them the right 
road they’re going down, 
and then they have a choice 
when they leave home.”

Information on Berrien 
County Trial Court’s foster 
care program is available 
at www. berriencounty.org/
Courts/FosterParenting or 
by calling 983-7111, Ext. 
8407.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

diligence,” he said.
As part of  that effort, 

board members heard a 
30-minute presentation 
from Spohr, who described 
himself  as a “Type A lead-
er, with a servant mental-
ity.”

“Our mission is to serve 
our community. That 
means asking, when we go 
out there, ‘What can we do 
for you?’ If  we fulfill our 
mission, the community 
will take care of  us,” he 
said.

Harrison will earn 
$5,000 a month for a 30-
hour work-week, said 
Anne Erdman, vice presi-
dent of  administration. 
Harrison retired in De-
cember 2015. He’d led the 
college since 2009.

Harrison said that he’ll 
focus on day-to-day op-
erations while the board 
works through its decision.

“This is a great organi-
zation. I’m here to help, 
and it’s the least I can do. 
We’ll work with the cabi-
net on the things that need 
to be done and keep things 
moving forward. We’ve got 
great people, and I’ll be 
here to help them be suc-
cessful,” he said.

The board then re-hired 
him as a consultant to ease 
the transition from him-
self  to Spielvogel, whom 
it fired earlier this month, 
amid allegations that she’d 
treated employees poorly, 
and spent money inappro-
priately.

Spielvogel previously 
served as Cuyahoga Com-
munity College’s vice 
president of  evidence and 
inquiry before taking over 
at LMC in January.

As part of  its decision, 
the board has pointed to 
$20,625 in unapproved ex-
penses – which it alleges 
included renovations to 
the presidential office, as 
well as the planning of  a 
large inaugural ceremony 
and purchasing a chain of 
office medallion for her-
self.

The board is seeking 
reimbursement of  those 
expenses from Spielvogel, 
who has claimed that the 
board usurped her own au-
thority and froze her out 
of  day-to-day decision-
making.

Spielvogel also alleged, 
at the May 5 public hear-
ing that resulted in her 
dismissal, that LMC fired 
her when she discovered 
that the college wasn’t in 
compliance with regula-
tions issued by the U.S. 
Department of  Education, 

the agency that oversees 
student financial aid.

Spielvogel’s statements 
came as a surprise to Doug 
Schaffer, vice president of 
students and enrollment 
management.

Schaffer told the board 
that a review of  the fi-
nancial aids and record 
department’s operations – 
which he, Spielvogel and 
two former colleagues 
from Cuyahoga Commu-
nity College conducted, 
in the first week of  March 
– found nothing out of 
place.

The review came a 
month before the board 
suspended Spielvogel with 
pay.

“Their findings weren’t 
causing us to be in jeop-
ardy of  not being able to 
award Pell Grants, offer 
student loans, or partici-
pate in the federal work/
study program,” Schaffer 
said after Monday’s meet-
ing. “There was really 
nothing to be concerned 
about.”

The college also ob-
tained a legal opinion 
from Washington, D.C.-
based education and labor 
law attorneys Brustein & 
Mansevit, PLLC, which 
came to the same conclu-
sion, Schaffer said.

“It’s just not us being 
confident of  our policies 
and procedures,” he said.

Spielvogel’s attorneys 
have said they may chal-
lenge the board’s decision 
in the Court of  Claims, 
where they could argue 
that she’s entitled to a pay-
out on her contract, which 
ends on June 30, 2018.

LMC officials have in-
dicated that the college 
doesn’t owe Spielvogel sev-
erance pay, or continued 
payment of  her benefits, 
since she was fired for just 
cause.

Tomasini stands by the 
board’s decision to fire 
Spielvogel, based on the is-
sues that it has document-
ed so far, she said.

“I have had several peo-
ple come up and talk to me 
about boards that didn’t 
take action,” Tomasini 
said. “One person said, ‘We 
had to live with a president 
that treated us poorly, tore 
the place apart, and when 
that president left, we were 
$17 million in debt. Thank 
God the board took quick 
action.’”

But that doesn’t  mean 
the decision was simple, 
Tomasini said.

“When I was in the 
middle of  it, I knew why 
people (from other boards) 
turned their heads the 
other way. It was not easy 
work,” she said.
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FORT MCMURRAY, 
Alberta (AP) — Hundreds 
of workers at several small 
oil camps north of Can-
ada’s main oil sands city 
were ordered to evacuate 
on Monday due to a quick-

ly spreading wildfire, and a 
precautionary evacuation 
is under way for several 
thousand more workers in 
the area.

The evacuations are 
taking place as the oil in-

dustry attempts to ramp 
up production after the 
same wildfire ignited two 
weeks ago, forcing more 
than 80,000 residents to 
evacuate and destroying 
more than 2,400 struc-

tures in Fort McMurray. 
Firefighters managed to 
save essential infrastruc-
ture in the oil sands capi-
tal, including the hospital, 
water treatment plant and 
the airport.

Workers evacuated from Alberta oil camps due to wildfire


