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LOCAL 
Hartford clinic’s plan for cooking center denied

HARTFORD — City of-
fi cials have rejected a plan 
by the Holy Family Health-
care clinic to build a cook-
ing demonstration facility 
next door.

The nonprofi t organiza-
tion had sought a special 
use permit to allow the new 
facility along Hart Street, 
just west of the clinic on 
Center Street.

But the City Commission 

on Monday night voted 5-1 
to deny the permit.

Several neighbors had ex-
pressed concerns about the 
impact of the seven-kitchen 
facility and food pantry on 
the residential neighbor-
hood. They cited concerns 
about additional traffi c and 
whether the facility would 
lower property values.

The city Planning Com-
mission had recommended 
issuing the permit, which is 
needed because the site is 
zoned residential.

Voting to deny the permit 
were Mayor Ted Johnson 
and Commissioners Rick 
Hall, Frank Doctker, Ron 
Burleson and Terry Tibbs. 
Commissioner Dennis 
Goss cast the lone dissent-
ing vote, and Commission-
er John Miller was absent.

In other matters, the 
council voted 5-1 to buy a 
tax-reverted parcel at 118 
Michigan Ave. –  abutting 
Ely Park – from Van Buren 
County for $3,500.

A house on the site was 

heavily damaged by fi re 
and will have to be demol-
ished, City Manager Yemi 
Akinwale said.

“This will allow us to 
remove an eyesore,” Akin-
wale said.

Because the site is next 
to the park, it’s possible it 
could be used for  a play-
ground, Akinwale said. 
The site is about a half-
acre.

Voting to approve the 
purchase were the mayor 
and Commissioners Hall, 

Goss, Burleson and Dock-
ter. Tibbs voted “no.”

The commission voted to 
approve a new ordinance 
allowing golf  carts to op-
erate on city streets, with 
some restrictions.

The carts won’t be able 
to drive along Center and 
Red Arrow Highway, but 
can cross them. A driver 
must be 16 or older, with a 
driver’s license. Also, they 
won’t be able to go more 
than 15 mph. They must 
be off  the streets an hour 

before dusk until an hour 
after daybreak.

In other recent city news, 
a new four-year contract 
with the four union public 
works employees has been 
approved. It gives them a 
1.5 percent increase in the 
fi rst, third and fourth years, 
and a 2 percent pay hike 
in the second year, the city 
manager said. The workers 
are represented by  AFSC-
ME/AFL-CIO.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

Don Campbell / HP staff

Children enjoy the Whirlpool Compass Fountain below the bluff in St. Joseph on Monday. It’s an indicator Southwest Michi-
gan’s sluggish spring has passed. Weather Page A6.

A HINT OF SUMMER Pokagon Fund 
hands out over 
$500,000

NEW BUFFALO — 
The Pokagon Fund has 
announced its board  of 
directors have awarded 
$526,621 in grants to the 
following organizations 
serving the New Buffalo, 
Dowagiac and Hartford 
areas:
• $10,000 to Blessings 

in a Backpack as  food 
assistanc for River Val-
ley School District stu-
dents over the next two 
years.
•  $10,000 to South-

hold Dance Theater to 
support production of 
“The Nutcracker” ballet 
in New Buffalo in De-
cember, 2016.
•  $1,500 to Animal 

Lovers Inc. in support of 
its  sterilization program 
for animals.
•  $5,000 to the River 

Valley School District to 
buy new Marching Band 
drums, carrying cases, 
and music stands.
•  $1,000 to the Three 

Oaks Flag Day Commit-
tee to support the Flag 
Day Festival 2016.
•  $13,334 to the New 

Buffalo Business and 
Community Association 
to support the La Porte 
County Symphony Or-
chestra concert and fire-
works July 4.
•  $65,000 to the Har-

bor Country Summer 
Day Camp to support 
summer camp for New 
Buffalo and River Valley 
students.
•  $6,000 to Hartford 

Public Library to sup-
port the purchase of  six 
new computers for the 
Children’s Technology 
Center.
•  $9,977 to the E. 

Root Fitch Foundation 
to support the renova-
tion of  the recreational 
court.
•  $5,000 to Hartford 

Public Schools to sup-

port the fifth grade band 
instrument program.
•  $5,000 to 

A.C.T.I.O.N. Dowagiac 
to support the food min-
istries.
•  $5,000 to Sister 

Lakes Fire Department 
to support the purchase 
of  new wildland fighter 
gear.
•  $5,000 to the Do-

mestic Violence Co-
alition to support the 
Domestic and Sexual 
Assault Response Team 
(S.A.R.T).
•  $37,650 to Grand 

Beach to support the 
beautification of  the en-
trance to the village.
•  $56,038 to Three 

Oaks Township to sup-
port the Three Oaks Re-
cycling Program and to 
establish walking trails 
in the Three Oaks Con-
servation Area.
•  $25,000 to  village 

of  Michiana to support 
the repair of  Bus Stop 
42 Beach Stairs.
•  $6,000 to Catho-

lic Charites, Diocese 
of  Gary, to support the 
Wheelchair Ramp and 
Home Safety Repair pro-
gram for needy families 
in New Buffalo area.
•  $260,122 to New 

Buffalo Township in 
support of  the New Buf-
falo Township building 
renovation (fourth in-
stallment of  a total of  $2 
million).

The Pokagon Fund is 
a nonprofit private foun-
dation in New Buffalo. 
It is funded by revenue 
from The Four Winds 
Casino Resort. Grants 
are awarded to nonprofit 
and governmental or-
ganizations. Since the 
organization’s inception 
in 2007, The Pokagon 
Fund has provided over 
$22 million in grant 
awards and scholarships.

Runner-up gets second look at LMC

NILES —  Lake Michi-
gan College board mem-
bers will size up Montcalm 
Community College Vice 
President  Robert Spohr as 
the institution’s next poten-
tial leader.

LMC board Vice Presi-
dent Michael Lindley said 
Tuesday the board will 
spend the next several weeks 
doing its “due diligence” on 
Spohr to determine if it’ll 
offer him the president’s 
job, or launch a second na-
tionwide search.

“The biggest item we’re 
going to do differently is 
visit his community, and 
obviously, we’ll check refer-
ences, though we always do 

that. We try not to tell ev-
erything that we do because 
we don’t want candidates 
know what we do,” Lind-
ley said. “In general terms, 
we’re going to make every 
effort to make sure we fi nd 
a good match.”

Lindley was referring 
to  last year’s  presidential 
search, which resulted in the 
hiring of Jennifer Spigelvo-
gel, whom the board unani-
mously voted to fi re after a 
public hearing May 5.

Lindley said he hopes 
the board can fi nish those 
efforts by its next meeting 
June 28, but isn’t making a 
fi rm commitment on that 
date.

“We’re not going to rush 
the process. We’re going to 
make sure that we get every-
thing done fi rst. We don’t 
meet in July, so if we can’t 
get it done by June 28, we 
may need to set a special 
meeting to determine where 
we are,” he said.

Spohr was the other fi nal-
ist in the search that LMC 
launched last fall to deter-
mine a successor to former 
president Bob Harrison, 
who retired from the job in 
December 2015.

Lindley broke the news 
during Tuesday’s meeting 
at LMC’s Bertrand Cross-
ing campus. No other board 
member spoke on the issue, 
and there was no formal 
vote on it.

Lindley cited two rea-
sons, including the absences 
of board Chairman Mary 
Jo Tomasini, and Secretary 
Debra Johnson, whom it 
wants included in any de-
cision – and because “we 
didn’t think that one (a vote) 
was necessary,” he said.

“We’d (already) discussed 
what our next options were, 
so we just discussed it,” 
Lindley said.

The board settled on 
those options at a special 
meting last week, where it 

decided to bring back Har-
rison as president emeritus/
acting CEO – and heard a 
second presentation from 
Spohr about why he’s a 
good fi t for the LMC presi-
dency.

How much progress the 
board makes in answering 
that question will depend 
on how quickly it gets the 
necessary information, and 
how much follow-up it has 
to do, Lindley said.

For example, “if we’re 
trying to contact a poten-
tial reference, and they hap-
pen to be traveling abroad, 
those are some of the things 
you run into,” he said.

Board members have al-
leged  unauthorized spend-
ing and unprofessional 
conduct as their main rea-
sons for parting ways with 
Spielvogel, who had served 
as Cuyahoga Community 
College’s vice president be-
fore taking over at LMC in 
January.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Board ponders 
hiring Robert 
Spohr as president

Memorial Day events slated
The following events are slated for Memorial Day 

weekend to honor America’s war dead. To publicize your 
event, please email details to localnews@TheHP.com.

Sunday
• Eau Claire’s annual Keep the Flags Flying event 

begins at 1 p.m. at Village Hall. Flags will be handed out 
for placement throughout the village.
• New Troy’s parade kicks off at 2 p.m. with a ser-

vice to follow. The speaker is state Rep. Dave Pagel.

Monday
• Stevensville American Legion Post 568 will host an 

8 a.m. Monday flag raising and wreath laying at the 
United States Coast Guard Station St. Joseph.

The post is organizing the 11 a.m. Monday parade on 
St. Joseph Avenue in Stevensville. Lineup begins at 
10:30. The parade leads to the Lincoln Township Ceme-
tery, where a ceremony will take place. Attendees are 
invited to the post for refreshments afterward. The post 
is at Johnson and Legion roads.
• The Buchanan Memorial Day parade will be at 10 

a.m. The lineup starts at 9:30 a.m. The parade will fol-
low Front Street west to Terre Coupe and then to servic-
es at Oak Ridge Cemetery. In case of foul weather, ser-
vices will be at American Legion Post 51 at 403 E. Front 
St.
• The Berrien Springs parade will be at 10 a.m. down-

town. The speaker at services afterward will be Tom 
Fanning. 

Upton supports changes to ballast water rules

TRAVERSE CITY — 
U.S. Rep. Fred Upton says 
he’s on board for a plan in 
Congress to establish a na-
tionwide policy for dump-
ing ballast water into U.S. 
waterways, though the idea 
is not sitting well with envi-
ronmentalists.

The organizations say the 
proposed rules will open 
the door for move inva-
sive species like zebra and 
quagga mussels, which have 
wreaked economic havoc 
from the Great Lakes to the 
West Coast.

Upton, R-St. Joseph, 
said the opposite would 
happen.

“A national ballast wa-
ter discharge standard will 
help, not hurt, in combat-

ing invasive species in our 
Great Lakes,” he said in a 
statement issued by his of-
fi ce. “The goal here is sim-
ple: A single, tough federal 
standard – not a patchwork 
of different processes and 
rules. While some states, 
like Michigan, already have 
a high standard – it’s im-
portant that we make cer-
tain other states in our re-
gion are measuring up and 
held accountable.”

The proposal was tucked 
into a $602 billion defense 
bill the House passed last 
week, the latest twist in a 
longstanding struggle over 
how to handle water that 
ships carry in huge tanks 
during overseas voyages.

Ballast provides stability 
in rough seas but harbors 
fi sh, plants and even virus-
es, which fi nd new homes 

when vessels discharge 
the water in distant ports. 
Some multiply rapidly, out-
compete native species for 
food and spread disease.

The debate focuses on 
how extensively ship opera-
tors should be required to 
treat ballast water to kill as 
many organisms as possible 
before the water is released.

U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunt-
er, a California Republi-
can  who  sponsored the 
House provision, said it’s 
intended to simplify a con-
fusing patchwork of state 
and federal ballast regula-
tions.

Environmental groups 
fi ghting for tougher treat-
ment standards say Hunt-
er’s amendment would be a 
signifi cant step backward.

It would exempt ballast 
water discharges from reg-
ulation under the federal 
Clean Water Act, stripping 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency of power to set 
and enforce standards and 

leaving the Coast Guard, 
which currently shares 
those responsibilities, sole-
ly in charge.

“The Clean Water Act 
is the nation’s only com-
prehensive law that can 
combat an environmental 
plague of aquatic invasive 
species that costs the U.S. 
economy billions of dollars 
and touches every single 
state in the union with its 
destructive powers,” said 
Nina Bell, executive direc-
tor of Northwest Environ-
mental Advocates in Port-
land, Oregon.

In a statement, the White 
House said the Hunter 
amendment “undermines 
the ability to fi ght the 
spread of invasive species” 
and would “irreparably 
hinder the successful pros-
ecution of unlawful dis-
charges.”

The Senate is expected 
to vote next month on its 

By HP STAFF 
and The Associated Press

Environmentalists see a pathway 
for more invasive species

See UPTON, page C2

JOIN US FOR THE SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN MINI 
MAKER FAIRE, A CELEBRATION OF INVENTION AND 
CREATIVITY FOR ALL AGES. FOR MORE INFORMATION 
VISIT MAKERFAIRE@BERRIENRESA.ORG

Saturday, June 4, 2016 from 10:00 to 4:00 p.m.

 Join us!


