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LOCAL & STATE
BENTON TOWN-

SHIP  —  Stephen Venable 
of Lawrence and Aiden 
Weston of St. Joseph have 
been selected as student 
speakers for Lake Michi-
gan College’s 69th annual 
commencement exercise at 
2 p.m.  Sunday, LMC an-
nounced.

Venable will graduate 
with highest honors and 
an associate  degree in ap-
plied science – nursing.

After Venable lost his 
mother to cancer three 

years ago, he was inspired 
and comforted by the 
nurses at Lakeland Health, 
particularly the male nurs-
es. Although he had taken 
LMC classes as  a high 
school student, it wasn’t 

until he became a full-time 
LMC student that he began 
to realize he had the chance 
to make a difference in oth-
ers’ lives the way the nurses 
at Lakeland made a differ-
ence for him and his family.

He was selected to serve 
as the student nurse rep-
resentative to the nursing 
faculty, and he was award-
ed the Spirit of Nursing 
Award by the nursing fac-
ulty.

Venable has been hired at 
the medical oncology unit 

at Lakeland Health – the 
same one where his mother 
was treated.

Weston graduated with 
honors in Fall 2014 with an 
associate in science degree, 
and in Fall of 2015 with 
honors and an associate in 
applied business degree in 
computer information sys-
tems – networking.

Weston grew up in 
Nashville, where he was 
an enthusiastic math stu-
dent for as long as he can 
remember, even tutoring 

other students since he was 
in the fourth grade. When 
he moved to Southwest 
Michigan fi ve years ago to 
spend time with family, he 
decided to pursue a math-
ematics degree, and then a 
computer information sys-
tems degree.

He became president of 
the honor society, Phi The-
ta Kappa, where he learned 
leadership skills and met 
people at PTK events, and 
because other students rec-
ognized him from photos.

Weston wanted to speak 
at commencement for the 
challenge of it, and to as-
sure his fellow students that 
though plans don’t always 
go the way you expect them 
to, things can still work out 
well.  

The student commence-
ment speaker is selected 
each year by a panel of 
LMC faculty and staff  
from among graduates 
who enter the annual com-
mencement speaker com-
petition.

SJ, Lawrence students to speak at commencement

VENABLE WESTIN

Debra Haight / HP correspondent

Mason McFarland, a senior at Berrien Springs High School, explains his science project Friday to Berrien RESA Superintendent 
Kevin Ivers. RESA and Andrews University hosted a student science symposium at the university.

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Research is Job 1 in sci-
ence.

But  you have to explain 
it, too – whether  to fellow 
scientists, grant issuers 
or the general public.

The presentation aspect 
took the limelight Friday 
for high school students 
gathered at Andrews Uni-
versity. They came as far 
as the  Lansing  area  for 
the Michigan High School 
Research Symposium.

Their research this year 
has been on everything 
from chemical reactions to 
the effect of music on brain 
activity.

Berrien Springs High 
School senior Mason Mc-
Farland worked with an-
other student to study the 
anti-bacterial and anti-can-
cer properties of different 
products.

“We targeted the anti-
cancer properties of prod-
ucts and then tested them 

on E. coli bacteria,” he 
said. “We saw a little bit of 
results when he upped the 
amounts.”

McFarland will at-
tend Trine University this 
fall as a pre-med or business 
major and is considering 
a career in hospital man-
agement. This school year, 
he’s been dividing time be-
tween Berrien Springs High 
School, where he played 
football, working at Honor 
Credit Union and study-
ing at the Berrien County 
Math & Science Center.

“I feel very prepared for 
college,” he said. “I’ve been 
taking college level courses 
at the center, especially the 
last two years, and learned 
a lot about time manage-
ment. We’ve been able to 
use better equipment here 
at Andrews and work with 
professors.”

Berrien Springs fresh-
man Brandon Edelbach did 
his research on the effect of 
music on brain activity.

“I play the piano, and I 
wondered if  playing music 
would increase brain activ-
ity,” he said. “My results 
were inconclusive.”

He said he’s enjoyed be-

ing at the Math & Science 
Center this year and hopes 
to become an orthopedic 
surgeon. “It’s exposed me 
to different things and new 
stuff,” he said.

It was a family affair 
for members of the Marti-
nez family as they came to 
watch sister and daughter 
Linnea make her presenta-
tion. She is a senior at Ber-
rien Springs High School 
and her brothers, Christian 
and Andreas, are eighth 
graders at the middle 
school.

“She’s been telling us all 
about her project all year,” 
mother Tami Martinez 
said. “She and her broth-
ers all love this stuff. Her 
brothers are involved in 
Science Olympiad and (the 
school district’s) Project 
Lead The Way. She’s go-
ing to Grand Valley (State 
University) in the fall and 
study to become a physi-
cal therapist or doctor of 
osteopathy. She wants to 
have international experi-
ence and maybe go into the 
Peace Corps.”

Andrews and Berrien 
RESA have sponsored the 
symposium for the last two 

years, assuming  sponsor-
ship after Grand Valley 
bowed out. The symposium 
is similar to one Andrews 
and RESA had sponsored 
in the past in which Math 
& Science Center students 
presented the results of 
their research to parents 
and the public.

“It’s a chance for stu-
dents to come together and 
share their research in the 
STEM areas of science, 
technology, engineering 
and math,” Math & Science 
Center Coordinator Tonya 
Snyder said. “When Grand 
Valley stopped hosting the 
symposium, we said yes, 
we’d host it. This is the sec-
ond year here.”

In addition to the  Math 
& Science Center, students 
came from the Lakeshore 
Math & Science Center and 
Otsego, Kalamazoo and 
Williamston.

School districts taking 
part in the Berrien County 
Math & Science Center 
this year are from Berrien 
Springs, Buchanan, Colo-
ma, Watervliet, Eau Claire, 
Bridgman, Brandywine, 
Niles, Cassopolis and Ed-
wardsburg.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

High schoolers 
step up at Andrews

The art of presenting science

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP  —  Lake Michi-
gan College will honor 
two alumni with awards 
during the 69th annual 
commencement exercise 
Sunday at LMC’s Men-
del Center, the college an-
nounced.

The Alumni Service 
Award will be presented 
to Edward Todd of Mus-
kegon. The award is given 
to alumni who have made 
important contributions, 
personally or profession-
ally, to the community or 
Lake Michigan College.

The Clarence Beckwith 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award will be presented 
to Dr. Marilyn Stolberg 
of Big Rapids. Named in 
honor of the fi rst president 
of Lake Michigan College, 
the award is given to alum-
ni who have accomplished 
signifi cant personal and 
professional success.

Todd was a member of 
the 1953 St. Joseph High 
School state champion 
basketball team and he 
graduated in 1954. He at-
tended Benton Harbor 
Community College (later 
LMC) for two years, where 
he played basketball. He 
completed his fi nal two 
years at Western Michi-
gan University, graduating 
with a degree in business 
administration.

After graduation, Todd 
worked at his stepfather 
Paul Suchovsky’s distribu-
tion business, West Michi-
gan Wholesale and, later, 
at Paul’s nursery, the Hill-
top Garden Center. When 
Suchovsky died 2010, Todd 
became the trustee of the 
Paul and Rose Suchovsky 
Charitable Trust.

Todd decided to give 
back to LMC. The Edward 
J. Todd Business Education 
and Resource Center will 
allow students, faculty, and 
aspiring entrepreneurs to 
study, interact and work to 
enhance their learning ex-
perience and maximize stu-
dent exposure to leadership 
principles and practices.

Todd has been award-

ed the St. Joseph Public 
School Foundation’s fi rst 
Distinguished Philanthro-
pist Award for his gener-
ous support of scholar-
ships and technology for 
the high school.  

Stolberg received her 
dental degree from North-
western University Dental 
School and has devoted 
her career to dental edu-
cation and public health 
service. She retired in 2013 
as chief dental offi cer 
at  Family Health Care in 
Baldwin.

While at Family Health 
Care, she developed and 
managed mobile dental 
services in Lake and Ne-
waygo counties’ elementa-
ry schools and Head Start/
Early Head Start centers.

Prior to her time at Fam-
ily Health Care, she taught 
and served as dental di-
rector and program direc-
tor for two allied dental 
professions at Ferris State 
University.

Stolberg began her 
education at Lake Michi-
gan College, where biol-
ogy professor Ralph Gies 
kindled her love for “the 
beauty and wonder of bi-
ology. I was intellectually 
challenged in both lectures 
and labs,” she stated in an 
LMC news release.

She earned an Associate 
of Applied Science from 
LMC and earned a Bach-
elor of Science from Olivet 
College  and  a Master of 
Arts from Western Michi-
gan University.

Though retired, she 
continues advocating for 
the dentally underserved 
through dental consult-
ing and part-time clinical 
practice at the Grand Rap-
ids Home for Veterans. She 
has two grown children, 
Andrew and Kajsa. 

LMC to honor dentist 
and philanthropist as 
distinguished alumni

STOLBERG TODD

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP  —  Lake Michigan 
College will present its 
annual Bernard C. Radde 
Distinguished Service 
Award to Joan Smith of 
St. Joseph during the col-
lege’s 69th annual com-
mencement exercise at 2 
p.m.  Sunday, LMC an-
nounced.

Smith was tapped three 
years ago to serve as chair 
of LMC’s Campaign for 
Tomorrow, which is pro-
jected to exceed its goal 
of raising $7.5 million in 
private support for emerg-
ing careers, student success 
and community engage-
ment.

“The Board is thrilled 
to honor Joan with this 
award.” Board of Trustees 
Chairwoman Mary Jo To-

masini stat-
ed in a news 
release. “She 
is a phenom-
enal cham-
pion for the 
college, and 
has a real 
passion and 
vision for 

LMC to be the best-in-
class community college in 
our region.”

Smith has served on the 
LMC  Foundation board 
since 2010.

Along with business 
partner Ann Dahmer, 
Smith started the mar-
ket  research and  consult-
ing fi rm Smith Dahmer 
Associates more than  25 
years ago.

LMC honors Joan Smith 
with service award

SMITH

ST. JOSEPH — A 
woman originally 
charged with assault 
with intent to murder 
pleaded guilty Friday to 
a reduced charge of  as-
sault with a dangerous 
weapon.

Ollie Moore, 38, faces 
up to four years in prison 
when she is sentenced 
June 13. The original 
charge carried a maxi-
mum penalty of  life in 
prison.

Moore, of  Benton Har-
bor, was scheduled for 
trial on the more seri-
ous charge for her attack 
on Tamala Davis, 34, of 

Benton Harbor, the night 
of  March 14 outside  the 
Wendy’s restaurant on 
M-139 in Benton Town-
ship.

Under questioning by 
Berrien Assistant Pros-
ecutor Mark Sanford at 
a preliminary hearing for 
Moore last month, Davis 
told the court she and 
Moore were once close 
friends. She said the rela-
tionship went sour in late 
January or early Febru-
ary after she had loaned 
Moore $20, and that the 
two had exchanged argu-
mentative text messages.

The night of  March 14, 
Davis said, she was work-
ing the drive-through 
window at Wendy’s 

when Latonya Williams, 
Moore’s daughter, drove 
up with Moore in the 
passenger seat. The three 
women exchanged words.

Davis came out of  the 
restaurant and Williams 
got out of  the car, and a 
tussle ensued.

That is when Moore 
got out of  the car, pulled 
scissors out of  her purse 
and began swinging them 
at Davis, cutting her 
several times, accord-
ing to testimony. Davis 
was treated at Lakeland 
Medical Center, St. Jo-
seph, for stab wounds 
that were not life-threat-
ening. 

Moore’s lawyer, Ernest 
White, earlier called the 

charge of  assault with 
intent to murder “over-
charge.” He negotiated a 
plea deal for Moore with 
Sanford.

Moore further pleaded 
guilty Friday to a proba-
tion violation, a 93-day 
misdemeanor charge. She 
violated her probation by 
committing a new crime, 
by failing to pay fines 
and costs for a 2014 as-
sault conviction and fail-
ing to provide the court 
proof  of  having attended 
counseling sessions.

Judge Donna Howard 
accepted Moore’s guilty 
plea and set sentencing 
in both cases for June 13. 

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Ollie Moore pleads to a reduced charge
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