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I was shocked.
After less than 90 days and 

an extensive, expensive ($40,000) 
search by an outside fi rm, Lake 
Michigan College President Jen-
nifer Spielvogel, only the second 
female president in the college’s 
history, was abruptly suspended, 
then fi red.

What went wrong?
The early story was that she 

spent too much – $20,625 – less 
than the cost of 
the new commer-
cial dishwasher the 
college purchased 
for its wine and 
culinary education 
center.

Surely there was 
more.

But the “just 
cause” hearing 
wasn’t much more 
enlightening.

According to LMC, when 
board Chairwoman Mary Jo To-
masini learned Spielvogel failed 
to turn in expense reports for two 
consecutive months, she launched 
an “inquiry.”

Why a late expense report 
should rise to the level of board 
scrutiny isn’t clear.

And why Tomasini would 
launch an “inquiry” when she 
could have simply spoken to 
Spielvogel is also not clear.

The complaints against Spiel-
vogel include:
• Spending $1,250 from her 

discretionary fund for Kenny 
Chesney tickets, which Spielvo-
gel contends she purchased at 
an LMC charity auction to raise 
money for student scholarships.
• Spending on offi ce refurbish-

ment, and an inauguration, both 
of which Spielvogel believed the 

college had earmarked funds for.
• Buying an academic robe 

and medallion. Spielvogel agreed 
to reimburse LMC for the medal-
lion.

The board complained that 
Spielvogel attended an academic 
conference as an invited speaker 
for which LMC disputed travel 
and time expenses, even though 
such opportunities are widely 
sought as reputation-enhancers 
for both speaker and school.

And the board charged Spiel-
vogel with contributing to a hos-
tile work environment in part by 
reassigning existing staff or pos-
sibly replacing them, something 
incoming leaders do routinely.

What’s puzzling is that LMC 
could have refused to reimburse 
(and in some instances, did), 
coached and counseled, cau-
tioned Spielvogel and moved on 
to more substantive issues.

Instead they fi red her. After 
only 90 days.

At the “just cause” hearing, the 
board portrayed a grandiose and 
imperial president on a shopping 
spree. This impression was rein-
forced by a mannequin promi-
nently displayed in academic robe 
and medallion. Though Spielvo-
gel agreed to pay for the medal-
lion, it seemed to provoke the 
particular ire of Tomasini.

The HP reported that “while 
medallions are often worn by 
high-ranking university and col-
lege offi cials, Tomasini said ‘no 
former LMC presidents have 
done so’.”

In fact they have.
If Tomasini strolls down 

LMC’s hall, she’ll encounter 
James L. Lehman (1967-1978) 
photographed in his robe (not un-
like the one that helped get Spiel-

vogel fi red), wearing a medallion 
that was presented on LMC’s 
25th anniversary. This chain me-
dallion resides in the college’s ar-
chives.

Spielvogel believes the real 
story is the compliance issues she 
uncovered. Her complaint alleges 
that because LMC’s director of 
fi nancial aid has been on medical 
leave since August 2015, Spielvo-
gel retained two experts to evalu-
ate both the Registrar’s Offi ce and 
the Financial Aid department. 
Their assessment found 15 com-
pliance issues, some rated “seri-
ous, requiring immediate atten-
tion.” Plus numerous training and 
software issues (18 pages worth).

Spielvogel alleges at least one 
compliance issue has been a prob-
lem since 2011.

According to LMC lawyers, 
while there are some compliance 
issues, there is no information to 
suggest fraud. And LMC says 15 
consecutive years of A-133 audits 
have been clean.

Former president (now interim 
president) Bob Harrison was 
hired to ease Spielvogel’s transi-
tion. Did he do his job? LMC 
contends Spielvogel pretty much 
ignored him. Yet she did cancel 
the inauguration, the redecorat-
ing, paid for the medallion and 
went to Lansing with him.

Has anyone heard of another 
college president hustled out after 
only 90 days? Would they have 
hustled out a man as quickly?

When LMC forced out Ran-
dall Miller (for reasons never dis-
closed) the deal was they’d pay his 
full salary until he found a new 
job. Amazingly, he never did.

Which means for about two 
years, LMC paid TWO presi-
dents’ salaries simultaneously for 

only ONE working president, 
Bob Harrison.

No salary, though, for Spiel-
vogel. Terminating her for “just 
cause” terminated her salary. Plus 
the board voted to go after her 
for the $20,625, which includes 
$365.40 for unapproved staff time 
on the canceled inauguration.

Good luck.
If the college thought that by 

fi ring her for just cause, it could 
avoid paying out her contract, she 
returned the favor by suing for 
lost past and future wages, fringe 
benefi ts, compensatory damages, 
reinstatement and attorney fees. 
In federal court.

Lost in the drama about me-
dallions and robes are Spielvo-
gel’s ideas for LMC and how she 
planned to implement them. Her 
Ph.D. is from the University of 
Michigan and she’s described 
as a nationally recognized “ex-
pert in student achievement and 
accountability metrics,” which 
might have been helpful since 
LMC faces challenges, including 
lagging enrollment.

Maybe we’ll fi nd out the real 
story when LMC responds to 
Spielvogel’s complaint.

Since most lawsuits are settled, 
the expectation is that this one 
will, too. But at what cost? LMC 
spent more than $40,000 to fi nd 
Spielvogel. And probably a great 
deal more to fi re her.

Its legal defense costs, it says, 
are covered by insurance, less the 
deductible.

LMC recently announced a 
tuition hike. And amazingly, ap-
pears poised to fl oat a millage 
increase.

Hiring, fi ring, and now taxing 
merrily along.

Enid Goldstein is a writer and broadcaster.

Yes, Hitler.
Some of  you questioned my 

evocation of  history’s great vil-
lain in a recent column on House 
Speaker Paul Ryan’s surrender 
to presumptive GOP nominee 
Donald Trump. I likened Ryan to 
Franz von Papen, a German poli-
tician who helped Adolf  Hitler rise 
to power under the naive delusion 
that he could control him.

A handful of  Trump fans found 
that, as one put it, “a bit of  a 
stretch.” One guy expressed his 
skepticism through the time-hon-
ored expedient of  the triple punc-
tuation mark: “Hitler???”

Yes, Hitler.
Not that their 

dubiousness is un-
reasonable. In re-
cent years, Hitler 
and the Holocaust 
have popped up in 
political debate as 
routinely as dande-
lions on the lawn. 
One man said having 
to tack a “No Smoking” sign on 
his building was like being a Jew 
forced to wear a yellow star; an-
other claimed popular anger over 
the excesses of  the rich was remi-
niscent of  Kristallnacht.

Almost by defi nition, Hitler and 
Holocaust comparisons trivialize 
that era and reveal the ignorant 
insensitivity of  those who make 
them. But the key word there is, 
almost.

Because for the record, I’m not 
the only one who sees the shadow 
of  Germany in the 1930s over 
America in the 2010s. Once again, 
a clownish demagogue bestrides 
the political landscape, demon-
izing vulnerable peoples, bullying 
opponents, encouraging violence, 
offering simplistic, strongman so-
lutions to diffi cult and complex 
problems, and men and women 
who bear more moral authority on 
this subject than I ever could see 
something chilling and familiar in 
him.

“I don’t want to make any com-
parison to Hitler, but believe it or 
not his delivery and the way he 
conducts himself  is very similar 
to Hitler’s way of  doing things. 
He discredits everybody who dis-
agrees with him. He’s insulting. He 
discriminates against everybody.” 
So says Martin Weiss. He’s a sur-
vivor of  Auschwitz.

“It is repeating itself  and it is 
again the inattention that people 
pay to real cues that one should 
understand. ... I think one has to 
speak up. And that’s the one lesson 
from the Holocaust. Do not be a 
bystander.” So says Margit Meiss-
ner, who fl ed occupied France on 
foot through the Pyrenees. Like 
Weiss, she spoke in January to 
Washington Post columnist Dana 
Milbank.

Then there is Eva Schloss, who 
in January said of  Trump, “I think 
he is acting like another Hitler...” 
Schloss, who spoke to Newsweek, 
was the stepsister of  Anne Frank.

No, I don’t predict a new Holo-
caust if  Trump bamboozles Amer-
ica into electing him. But some 
new calamity, inconceivable to us 
now, but repulsive to the values we 
claim to hold dear, does seem cer-
tain. And that raises a question: If  
one should never be too quick to 
make comparisons to Germany in 
the 1930s, is it not also important, 
on the rare occasions it is merited, 
to make sure one is not too slow?

One reason, after all, that no 
one saw Hitler for what he was is 
that people simply could not con-
ceive of  anything as preposterous-
ly monstrous as what eventually 
occurred. They took refuge in the 
assurance – the false assurance, as 
it turned out – that reason would 
eventually reassert itself.

The failure of  imagination is of-
ten a component in tragedy. That’s 
why I’ve always declined to blame 
the Bush administration for 9/11. 
Before that, who could have con-
ceived of  fanatics using jetliners as 
missiles?

But afterward is another story. 
Once you have seen for yourself  
that the unthinkable is not, it 
moves from the arena of  imagina-
tion to that of  history. And then, 
you must use it to understand 
where we are and help chart where 
we should – and should not – be 
going. You can’t blame people 
who didn’t realize what Hitler was. 
They had never seen anything like 
him before.

You and I, however, have no 
such excuse.

Leonard Pitts is a columnist for The Miami Her-
ald. His email is: lpitts@miamiherald.com.

Trump has 
earned his    

comparisons    
to Hitler

LaSata is best option        
in the 79th District

Editor,
I was pleased to have had 

the opportunity to attend the 
candidate forum last Thursday 
evening for the 79th District state 
House race. It was a long evening 
with many questions, but it was 
clear to me that Kim LaSata is 
the best candidate to be our next 
state representative.

Her background in education 
includes both a bachelor’s degree 
and a master’s degree from West-
ern Michigan University. Kim 
has been a teacher for 10 years 
and earned teacher of the year at 
Lake Michigan Catholic Elemen-
tary School in 2015. She pointed 
out during the forum that Michi-
gan spends more than $14 billion 
each year on K-12 education. 
There are very few teachers in the 
Legislature; we need Kim to look 
out for our kids.

She has not only served, but 
chaired many different not-for-
profi t boards that have helped 
children and the elderly. A life-
long resident of northern Berrien 
County, she deeply cares about 
the needs of our community.

I have known Kim for many 
years and know her to be an 
excellent listener who considers 
all points of view and options 
before making important deci-
sions. She is a person of integrity 
and will listen to the concerns of 
her constituents. She will work 
hard to do what is best.

Please join me in voting in 
the upcoming primary for Kim 
LaSata to represent the 79th 
District!

Debbie Johnson
St. Joseph

Arnt has displayed 
leadership in Lansing

Editor,
On Aug. 2 the voters in Michi-

gan’s 79th District will be voting 
on which of the four Republi-
can candidates will become our 
state representative for the 79th 
district. I’m sure that all four of 
the Republicans have the best 
interests at heart for our district 

and will work hard if elected, 
but in the era of term limits and 
the issues facing our state, we 
need someone who’s knowledge-
able of and experienced with the 
legislative process to best hit the 
ground running.

That person is Ryan Arnt.
Ryan has been involved with 

many local organizations over 
the years, but it was during his 
term as chairman of the Real-
tor’s Associations Governmen-
tal Affairs Committee that he 
proved to be an effective leader 
on a larger stage. In 2013, Ryan 
discovered an inconsistency in 
the amount of money counties 
charged for tax information used 
by realtors through multiple list-
ing organizations. Not only were 
there few standards, but some 
counties wanted to raise the rates 
they would charge by more than 
six times over current amounts. 
This increase would ultimately 
be paid for by the consumer, 
something Ryan didn’t feel was 
fair. Through his committee and 

working with the elected offi cials 
in Lansing, Ryan was able to get 
the tax information/county fee 
reform bill passed, the offi cial 
name is Public Act 39 of 2015 
which now limits the amount 
counties can charge, saving the 
taxpayers money.

Please join me in supporting 
Ryan Arnt for state representa-
tive of the 79th District, an indi-
vidual who knows our concerns 
and will be prepared to fi ght for 
us on day one.

Michael Garey
St. Joseph

Putting article on front 
page was a poor decision

Editor,
Monday’s article (”Some say 

lingering sodomy, same-sex 
marriage laws stigmatize”) is 
offensive to 80-90 percent of the 
population that draws its moral 
and ethnic values from the Bible, 
and should not be on the front 
page of your paper.

The population that partici-
pates in such activities represents 
3 to 5 percent of the population 
and has caused untold dam-
age to our society through their 
behavior. The most obvious and 
most costly, of course, is the 
millions of people being treated 
for AIDS and other sexually 
transmitted problems. In three 
wars I saw the devastation these 
tendencies/habits caused to 
individuals and family structures, 
when men were housed together 
for months without their spouses 
or companions. Now we allow 
500 women and 5,000 men to 
serve on aircraft carriers for 
extended periods away from their 
families.

We have lost our way!
Journalists must be educated 

extensively on the use of the 
word “some,” to create articles 
such as this.

Paul M. Allen
U.S. Navy Captain, retired

Mission, Texas
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Adventure tourism            
is on the rise

Adventure tourism is a grow-
ing component of  the travel 
and recreation industry and 
there are few places in the 
world that offer all the natural 
amenities found in Northeast 
Tennessee. We have the Ap-
palachian Trail, trophy trout 
streams, pristine lakes and riv-
ers and magnifi cent mountain 

views — all unspoiled by over-
population, development and 
pollution.

Adventure tourism allows us 
to keep it that way by inviting 
others to come for a friendly 
visit. Tennessee offi cials out-
door recreation generates $8.2 
billion annually in direct con-
sumer spending in this state, 
not to mention providing 
83,000 jobs.

Adventure tourism includes 

such activities as trail riding, 
whitewater rafting and kaya-
king, rappelling, road and 
mountain biking, rock climb-
ing, spelunking and canoeing.

One recipe for success in ad-
venture tourism is for commu-
nities to team up with state and 
federal agencies and involve lo-
cal residents and businesses in 
the development of  outdoor 
parks and recreational activi-
ties. This is a strategy that has 

been employed in Johnson 
County, where offi cials have 
developed the Doe Mountain 
Recreation Area.

Cooperation between state 
and local offi cials to promote 
activities at the new park, whi-
chincludes all-terrain vehicle 
riding, will help Mountain 
City and the entire Upstate 
become a desirable destination 
for adventure tourists.

– The Johnson City (Tenn.) Press


