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VB program 
offers vets a 
chance to wipe 
the slate clean

PAW PAW — The new-
est graduate of the West 
Michigan Regional Vet-
erans Treatment Court 
called its program “awe-
some.”

Carl McComis of Law-
ton is the third graduate of 
the specialty court, which 
is treating 19 veterans 
from Van Buren, Allegan 
and Ottawa counties.

Van Buren County Sher-
iff ’s Deputy Brian Mat-
thews arrested McComis 
on Oct. 14, 2014, and pros-
ecutors charged him with 
operating while intoxi-
cated for driving a lawn 
tractor with fl ashlights. 
McComis is a veteran and 
started the program Jan. 2, 
2015.

He served  in the Army 
National Guard from Jan-
uary 1996 to July 2008, in-
cluding a tour in Iraq from 
April 2003 to August 2004.

Veterans Court uses spe-
cial treatment programs to 
help troubled vets avoid 
repeating the actions that 
got them into trouble in 
the fi rst place.

Allegan County Dis-
trict Judge William Bail-
largeon, who spearheaded 
the regional approach to 
helping veterans, as well as 
others during the Friday 
ceremony, described Mc-
Comis as initially hostile. 
That’s no longer true.

“The transformation 
was a dramatic one,” Bail-
largeon said. Baillargeon 
also complimented Mc-
Comis’ wife, Chris, for her 
support.

“His wife was always 

supportive and always 
pleasant,” Baillargeon 
said.

Following the ceremony, 
McComis said he was a 
brand-new man and called 
the people running the 
program “more than sup-
portive.”

“I love this court,” Mc-
Comis said. “It’s got a 
bunch of good guys. It’s 
got awesome leadership 
from the judge to the 
caseworkers to the fi eld 
agents.”

As for Baillargeon, Mc-
Comis said, “He genuinely 
cares.”

McComis said it is a 
shame that veterans have 
to get into trouble to get 
into the program.

Baillargeon compli-
mented Van Buren County 
Chief Circuit Judge Kath-
leen Brickley and county 
Board  Chairman  Richard 
Godfrey for their leader-
ship.

The program’s fi rst grad-
uate, David Bacon, spoke 
briefl y and said he was 
confi dent McComis would 
do well.

By ROD SMITH
HP Correspondent

Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff

Jay Keeler, right, lead faculty with the application development computer information systems department at Lake Michigan Col-
lege, talks with Lionel Kanyowa, a member of LMC’s IT work study program, about the school’s new Virtual Learning Environment 
(VLE) Thursday afternoon.

Demand rises for 
distance learning
BENTON HARBOR 

—  Getting an education 
without leaving the com-
forts of home can be  ap-
pealing for students who 
can’t make it to class.

Convenience defi nite-
ly  is  the driving force be-
hind the growth of online 
education, or distance 
learning, notes Jay Keeler, 
lead faculty for application 
development in computer 
information systems at 
Lake Michigan College.

Examples from last year 
include a  student who  re-
cently had given birth.

“She could not come to 
class with a newborn, but 
she came to campus, in real 
time, and participated with-
out leaving home,” Keeler 
said.

Another student took 
the same approach to work 
around his schedule at 
Lakeland Health.

“He would jack in two 
days a week from Lake-
land,” Keeler said. “We 
would see the lab techs and 
their gurneys in the back-
ground. So he came to class 
and participated, in real 
time, without showing up.”

Not all online programs 
are created equal, however, 
according to David Flem-
ing, vice president of in-
struction for Southwestern 
Michigan College.

For  example, he said 
online classes at  for-profi t 
schools often carry a hefty 
price tag.

“People get sucked into 
the convenience,” Flem-
ing said. “That’s a very, 
very powerful motivator. 
Our average 18-year-old 

is working a 
job or two: ‘I 
don’t have to 
do that (the 
t rad i t iona l 
way).’ It’s all 
in the mar-
keting, which 
helps, right?”

LMC’s virtual experience
The furor over Trump 

University,  which began in 
2005 as an online-only class 
but soon expanded into a 
series of four- and fi ve-fi g-
ure seminars, often is cited 
as an example of the down-
side of digital education.

The now-defunct creation 
of Republican presidential 
nominee Donald Trump is 
under investigation by New 
York’s Attorney General’s 
Offi ce. Two class action 
lawsuits are underway in 
federal court, while a third 

is pending in New York’s 
state courts.

The program has been 
rocked by allegations of de-
ceptive marketing practices 
used to enroll students, but 
never  was  accredited, and 
never conferred credit, 
graded students or granted 
degrees, offi cials say.

By contrast, LMC and 
SMC don’t put any class of-
ferings totally online, which 
Fleming sees as a big red 
fl ag in evaluating any pro-
gram.

“Often, an institution 
runs online, and all they’ve 
done is, they’ve moved their 
nontraditional students on-
line,” he said.

“Community college, 
by defi nition, is the best 
bang for your buck,” Keller 
agrees.

Instead, both institutions 
follow a “hybrid” model 

that allows students to in-
teract online with instruc-
tors or show up in class.

In LMC’s case, it’s created 
a “virtual classroom” that 
will roll out with its Han-
son Technology Center that 
opens this fall, Keeler said.

The system is built 
around Adobe Connect 
videoconferencing soft-
ware, an interactive screen 
in the classroom and a 
“chat pond” for students 
“who don’t want to inter-
act with a webcam and a 
microphone,” Keeler said.

“It’s not just a lecture. 
They participate live 
with me, whether they’re 
on campus or not,” he 
said.  “I’ve got that whole 
interactive experience that 
integrates those different 
resources.”

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Area community colleges consider many factors for online options

Lake Michigan College’s Jay Keeler, right, talks with Lionel Kanyowa about the school’s new 
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). LMC’s “virtual classroom” will roll out with its Hanson Tech-
nology Center, which opens this fall. The system uses videoconferencing software.

FLEMING

I love this court. It’s got a 
bunch of good guys. It’s 
got awesome leadership 
from the judge to the 
caseworkers to the 
field agents.

CARL McCOMIS
Graduate of West Michigan 
Regional Veterans 
Treatment Court

See LEARNING, page A8

See TREATMENT, page A8

100 years later, France 
marks American’s 
Fourth of July sacrifice

BELLOY-EN-SAN -
TERRE, France — In the 
end, Alan Seeger’s bones 
could no longer be distin-
guished from those of his 
Foreign Legion comrades 
who had fallen alongside 
him in one of the most bru-
tal battles of World War I.

United across nations, it 
was the glorious death that 
he craved.

Seeger – an American 
poet, romantic and sol-
dier – died on that most 
American of days, July 
4th, a century ago Mon-
day. Barely 28, he was al-
ready fi ghting for a global, 
common cause that bound 
dozens of countries to-
gether at a time when the 
United States was still a 
bystander, reluctant to get 
involved in a faraway war 
in Europe.

His premonition, “I 
have a Rendezvous with 
Death,” was to become his 
most beloved poem, and 
the volunteer was happy to 
give his life for France and 
its grand ideals of “Lib-
erty, Equality and Frater-
nity.” Half a century later, 
it was a favorite poem of 
U.S. President John Ken-
nedy.

Seeger was last seen by 
his Egyptian friend Rif 
Baer charging the German 
enemy, a tiny part of the 
massive Battle of the Som-
me, where more than 1 
million people were killed, 
wounded or went missing 
in 4 ½ months of fi ghting 
in 1916.

“His head erect, and 
pride in his eye, I saw him 
running forward, with 
bayonet fi xed. Soon he dis-
appeared,” Baer described 

By RAF CASERT 
Associated Press

See SACRIFICE, Page A8
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .80º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .60º
Record High . . . . . . 99º in 2002
Record Low . . . . . . 39º in 1988
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.01"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.33"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 15.45"
Normal year to date . . . . 17.39"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:16 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:24 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:38 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:28 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly 
cloudy skies with a slight 
chance of showers, high 
temperature of 77º, humidity 
of 69%. East wind 10 mph. 
Expect mostly cloudy skies 
tonight with an overnight low 
of 63º. North wind 5 mph.

Today, east winds 10 to 20 kt becoming northeast 5 to 10 kt in the 
afternoon. Waves 1 to 3 ft. Water temperature 64 degrees. Tonight, 
northwest winds 5 to 10 kt becoming west. Waves 1 to 2 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Tuesday

Sunny
82º / 67º

Wednesday

Few T-storms
85º / 70º

Thursday

Few T-storms
86º / 70º

Friday

Few T-storms
84º / 67º

Today

Mostly Cloudy
77º

Tonight

Mostly Cloudy
63º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be mostly sunny with highs in the 70s. South wind 5 
to 10 mph. Skies will remain mostly sunny Tuesday with highs in the 
70s and 80s. South wind 5 to 8 mph.

Today we will see mostly sunny to partly cloudy skies with highs in the 
70s and 80s. East southeast wind 6 to 9 mph. Expect mostly sunny 
skies Tuesday with highs in the 80s. Light winds.

How fast do raindrops fall??

Answer: Raindrops fall between 7 
and 18 mph in still air.

New
7/4

First
7/11

Full
7/19

Last
7/26

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 56
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for July 4, 2016

Marquette
78/62

Green Bay
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Detroit
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Toledo
77/64

Upper Peninsula

Lower Peninsula

DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

They’ve been at it for more 
than 70 years now, and the 
Fourth of July has always been 
their biggest day of the year.

Today is no exception. The 
members of the Casco Band 
will be pleasing crowds with 
their spirited patriotic songs 
and marches at parades today in 
both South Haven and Bangor.

The all-volunteer band fur-
ther enhanced their patriotic 
image by purchasing new uni-
forms with a small flag on each 
shirt.

35 years ago – 1981
The hearing impaired can 

now get emergency medical in-
formation at home from the 
emergency rooms at Memorial 

and Mercy hospitals by using 
telecommunications devices for 
the deaf (TDDs).

H. Davis Claus, vice president 
of the Southwestern Michigan 
Health Care Association which 
operates both hospitals, said the 
TDD is a portable typewriter-
like machine that enables the 
hearing impaired to communi-
cate with the hospital emergency 
rooms over telephone lines.

50 years ago – 1966
United Community Fund 

campaign volunteers will take 
aim at a $455,000 goal this fall. 
The official UCF Campaign tar-
get was established yesterday at 
the monthly board of directors 
meeting at Twin Cities Com-
munity Chest, held at the Whit-
comb Hotel, St. Joseph.

Today is Monday, July 4, the 
186th day of 2016. There are 180 
days left in the year. This is Inde-
pendence Day.

Highlight in history:
On July 4, 1776, the Declara-

tion of Independence was ad-
opted by delegates to the Second 
Continental Congress in Phila-
delphia.

On this date:
In 1802, the United States Mili-

tary Academy officially opened at 
West Point, New York.

In 1826, 50 years to the day 
after the Declaration of Indepen-
dence was adopted, former presi-
dents John Adams and Thomas 
Jefferson both died.

In 1831, the fifth president of 
the United States, James Monroe, 

died in New York City at age 73.
In 1872, the 30th president 

of the United States, Calvin 
Coolidge, was born in Plymouth, 
Vermont.

In 1910, in what was billed 
as “The Fight of the Century,” 
black world heavyweight boxing 
champion Jack Johnson defeated 
white former champ James J. Jef-
fries in Reno, Nevada.

In 1939, Lou Gehrig of the 
New York Yankees delivered his 
famous farewell speech in which 
he called himself “the luckiest 
man on the face of the earth.”

In 1946, the Philippines be-
came independent of U.S. sover-
eignty.

In 1966, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson signed the Freedom of 
Information Act, which went into 
effect the following year.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The approach is essential-
ly an upgraded version of 
the technology that Keeler’s 
already using, like his office 
webcam.

“Students can just ding 
in and say, ‘Hi, I want some 
face time with you.’ They get 
face time with me, but it’s 
through a camera,” he said.

SMC’s virtual experience
SMC favors a slightly 

different philosophy for its 
hybrid model classes.

“Basically, about 50 per-
cent of the time is spent in 
the classroom and the oth-
er 50 percent is spent doing 
work through the Learning 
Management (software) 
system,” Fleming said.

Fleming estimates that 
75 to 100 classes, roughly 
one-third of SMC’s 500 to-
tal courses, follow that ap-
proach.

Many are offered at 
SMC’s Niles campus, 
whose major demographic 
is “the nontraditional 21 
and over (adult popula-
tion),” he said.

Examples include Fast 
Track,  for students who 
want an associate degree in 
business but can’t fit a stan-
dard class schedule into 
their lives, said Brent Brew-
er, Niles campus director.

“They go Monday and 
Wednesday for three hours 
each night,” he said.  “It’s 
really convenient for work-
ing adults because it allows 
them to go part-time and 

still finish in two years.”
SMC also imposes a dif-

ferent rule on younger stu-
dents.

“Some 18- to 21-year-
olds can take hybrids,” 
Fleming said.  “We try not 
to let them do that (during) 
their first semester. We try 
to get them embedded in 
the college, do a little bit 
of screening, and talk to 
them: ‘Is a hybrid (class) a 
good option for you?’”

Checks and balances
Ensuring a quality online 

program means building 
plenty of checks and bal-
ances into the system, Kee-
ler and Fleming said.

For example, when LMC 
created its geographic in-
formation science and tech-
nology program,  which it’s 
submitted for approval by 
the Higher Learning Com-
mission, it made sure the 
content matched federal 
guidelines and local em-
ployers’ needs, Keeler said.

“All of our curriculum is 
based in current technol-
ogy,” he said. “We don’t use 
(educational) versions. We 
use commercial versions 
of software so students can 
make a seamless transition 
into the workplace.”

LMC also checked that 
the course materials fit its 
college or university part-

ners’ expectations, which 
makes it easier for students 
to transfer, he said.

Fleming advises students 
interested in any online 
program to check for those 
types of connections.

“If the online (class or 
program) is associated with 
a traditional bricks and 
mortar institution, that 
probably means there’s an 
alignment in place to align 
the classroom with what 
happens online,” he said.

Any well-run program 
also gives students the 
chance to interact with 
instructors and support 
systems, like tutoring pro-
grams, said Leslie Kellogg, 

LMC’s vice president of ac-
ademic services, career and 
workforce education.

“A poor quality on-
line learning experience is 
one where you just throw 
out the curriculum onto 
a website and you call it a 
day, and students trudge 
through their way through 
it by themselves, without a 
lot of support,” she said

Otherwise, students are 
more likely to flounder, be-
cause they aren’t relating to 
the material, Keeler said.

“You feel untethered and 
isolated, cranking through 
content,” he said.

More than classes
Fleming and Kellogg also 

recommend checking out 
who accredits the online 
class or program that inter-
ests you.

LMC and SMC are ac-
credited by the Higher 
Learning Commission, one 
of seven such regional bod-
ies in the U.S.

The HLC evaluates 1,000 
institutions in a 19-state 
area, making it the largest 
of the seven, spokesman 
Steve Kauffman said.

In accrediting an online 
class or program, the HLC 
looks at whether it’s appro-
priate for the school, how 
well it matches traditional 
classroom formats and 
what type of support the 
institution provides, Kauff-
man said.

“We want students to 
have the same learning ex-
perience as they have in per-
son,” he said.  “It’s making 
sure the institution evalu-

ates their offerings to make 
sure students are getting 
the experience that they ex-
pected.”

That philosophy has 
guided LMC all along, 
Keeler said.

“The curriculum is iden-
tical,” he said. “There’s no 
(strictly) online version. 
There’s no watered-down, 
weaned stuff.”

Accreditation by the 
HLC or any of the other 
regional bodies is a good 
marker of quality, Fleming 
said.

“You always want to 
make sure that any institu-
tion is accredited by one of 
them,” he said.

Aside from those issues, 
Brewer suggests thinking 
hard about why an online 
or hybrid model might be a 
good fit.

That advice “isn’t (given) 
just for our own institution-
al reasons,” he said. “We 
just think that’s what many 
students need, and it’s the 
best thing for them.”

How students  answer 
that question depends on 
their  circumstances since 
everybody’s academic needs 
are different, Fleming said.

“If you’re a working pro-
fessional and only have so 
much time, to look for a hy-
brid or online component 
makes a lot of sense,” he 
said. “For an average 19- or 
20-year-old, the college ex-
perience is more than just 
classrooms. It’s the way you 
interact with people, the 
way you learn. We believe, 
very strongly, that’s a good 
way to be engaged.”

Don Campbell / HP staff

Lionel Kanyowa, part of Lake Michigan College’s IT work study program, works with the school’s 
new Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Thursday afternoon.
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Successfully completing the 
treatment program results in the 
initial charges being dropped, 
something Brickley pointed out, 
using Bacon as an example.

“You have no other bonds oth-
er than the bond of one veteran 
to another,” Brickley said to Ba-
con, who has been volunteering 

in the program.
The West Michigan Regional 

Veterans Treatment Court is the 
first  in the state  to use a multi-
county approach.

Veterans treatment courts pro-
mote sobriety and recovery while 
working with the Department 
of Veterans Affairs healthcare 
networks, Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration, state departments 
of Military and Veterans Affairs 
and volunteers.

Rod Smith / HP correspondent

Carl McComis speaks after receiving his graduation certificate as Van Buren 
County Chief Circuit Judge Kathleen Brickley looks on.

TREATMENT
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the final scene – and the myth of 
Seeger emerged.

As a belated summer comes to 
northern France, peonies bloom 
over Ossuary No. 1 in nearby 
Lihons where he is believed to 
lie, forgotten by most but still 
cherished by some. In the village 
where he fell, a gnarly apple tree 
planted in dedication to his sac-
rifice furtively tries to produce 
fruit from the few branches it still 
has. The mayor plans to graft the 
tree, to make sure Seeger’s mem-
ory survives.

The Belloy village square is 
named after him and the village’s 
World War I memorial even 
has him – in the Gallic “Alain 
Seeger” – chiseled in stone.

“For France, Alan Seeger is 
first and foremost the symbol of 
commitment – commitment right 
up to death,” said local historian 
Marcel Queyrat.

In his diary, Seeger wrote “I 
never took arms out of any ha-
tred against Germany or the 
Germans, but purely out of love 

for France.”
To his mother he wrote “there 

should really be no neutrals in a 
conflict like this, where there is 
not a people whose interests are 
not involved.” This, combined 
with his French military flair for 
“elan” – the forward thrust in 
battle – makes Seeger a standout 
a century later when Europeans 
are questioning their unity.

From the start of World War 
I, Seeger wanted to get the Unit-
ed States involved in the allied 
cause. Once it did, in 1917, it 
set the scene for the “American 
century” of predominance in the 
world.

His centennial now offers a 
stark contrast. During this year’s 
U.S. presidential campaign, op-
ponents of Republican candi-
date Donald Trump accuse him 
of turning back to isolation, his 
“America First” slogan stoking 
such fears.

Seeger could not understand 
those who stood to the side in 
World War I, hardly the anti-
war message that his folk-singing 
nephew Pete Seeger would later 
spread during the Vietnam War 
years.

“Playing a part in the life of 
nations, he is taking part in the 
largest movement his planet al-
lows him,” Alan Seeger wrote in 
his diary.

“An artist is not only an artist, 
he is also a man of action which, 
for me, is absolutely essential,” 
said Pierre-Emmanuel Taittinger, 
president of the famed fam-
ily Champagne house. “Seeger 
shows the way.”

With an uncanny sense of fate, 
Seeger felt battle was near in June 
1916. “We will go directly into 
action, magnificently, unexpect-
edly, and probably victoriously, 
in some dashing charge, even if  
it be only of local importance,” 
he wrote.

That is exactly what happened 
at Belloy-en-Santerre.

“I have a rendezvous with 
Death – At some disputed bar-
ricade,” the poem says.

On Monday, Seeger will be re-
membered again.

“Life is very short but some 
lives are more full than others,” 
said the 63-year-old Taittinger, 
adding that Seeger’s life, cut 
short at 28, “is much more full 
than my life will ever be.”

SACRIFICE
From Page A1


