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LOCAL & STATE
Swimmer, 93, dies 
in Lake Michigan

GANGES (AP) — A 
93-year-old woman who 
authorities say regularly 
swam in Lake Michigan 
near her home was pulled 
from the water and has 
died.

The Allegan County 
Sheriff’s Department re-
ported rescuers  tried CPR 
on Thursday afternoon, but 
Elizabeth Ann Bennett was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene in Ganges Township.

The sheriff’s department 
says Bennett lived nearby 
and was known to swim in 
Lake Michigan on almost 
a daily basis. Investigators 
say a person saw her swim-
ming on Thursday, but 
didn’t see her get out of the 
water. She was found in the 
water, pulled to the beach 
and 911 was called.

The person told inves-
tigators that nothing ap-
peared out of the ordinary 
that day. The medical ex-
aminer’s offi ce will deter-
mine cause of death.

Open house set 
for Fort St. Joseph

NILES — The annual 
open house for the Fort St. 
Joseph archeology dig will 
be 10 a.m.-4 p.m. today and 
Sunday at the site along the 
St. Joseph River in Niles, 
organizers announced.

People can hear speeches 
connected to this year’s 
theme of “The River: Flow-
ing Back Through Time,” 
wet screen demonstrations 
and history re-enactments.

Western Michigan Uni-
versity researchers found 
the fort site along Bond 
Street in 1998. Fort St. Jo-
seph was built in 1691 and 
destroyed 90 years.

Mutts march 
for forever homes

ST. JOSEPH — “There 
is No Place Like a Forever 
Home” is the theme for the 
37th Annual Mutt March 
Aug. 27 at Lake Bluff Park 
in St. Joseph, according to 
a press release from  Ani-
mal Aid of Southwestern 
Michigan.

Registration for this 
“Wizard of Oz” themed 
walk is at 10 a.m., with a 
costume contest at noon. 
Cost is $10. The rain date is 
Aug. 28.

Registration forms can 
be found at www.anim-
alaidswmi.org. More in-
formation is on the group’s 
Facebook page at “Animal 
Aid of Southwestern MI.”

BH holds hearing 
for CDBG money

BENTON HARBOR 
— A public hearing for the 
fi ve-year consolidated plan 
and the 2016-17 annual ac-
tion plan  for the Benton 
Harbor Community Devel-
opment Block Grant will be 
presented at 6 p.m. Monday 
at City Hall, 200 E. Wall St.

The fi ve-year plan is for 
2016-20. A draft copy of 
that plan is available at the 
City Clerk’s offi ce at City 
Hall.

Clogged sewer may 
have gone unnoticed

KALAMAZOO (AP) 
— Offi cials in Kalamazoo 
say a clogged sewer may 
have gone unnoticed for 
days, leading to a roughly 
60,000-gallon overfl ow.

The city is advising people 
to avoid coming into contact 
with water at the north end 
of Monarch Millpond and 
Portage Creek following the 
problem, which was report-
ed Thursday morning. The 
city says the overfl ow from 
a manhole may have started 
as early as Monday.

Workers removed a 
blockage Thursday af-
ternoon and normal fl ow 
conditions were restored to 
the sewer. Still, people are 
urged for now not to swim, 
wade, fi sh, canoe or kayak 
in the water.

IN BRIEF

Drug Court sentences

St. Joseph

Methamphetamine
Matthew C. Kelly, 27, of 

Coldwater, 2-10 years in pris-
on, credit for 48 days served, 

and $198 in costs for meth 
possession Dec. 29, 2015, in 
Niles.

Matthew L. Lilly, 26, of North 
Fourth Street, Niles, 90 days in 
jail, credit for 45 days served, 
and $258 in costs for meth 
possession May 28 in Niles.

Marijuana
Dylan R. Hull, 20, of South 

14th Street, Niles, 90 days in 
jail, credit for 41 days served, 
$1,698 in fines and costs, 90 
days on tether and 2 years 
probation for delivery/manu-

facture of marijuana June 7 
in Niles. A concurrent term of 
90 days and $198 in costs for 
tampering with evidence, 
flushing marijuana in the toi-
let.

Amanda L. Kean, 30, of Wal-
ton Road, Niles, 180 days in 

jail, credit for 2 days served, 
$1,838 in fines and costs, 
completion of the Kalamazoo 
Probation Enhancement Pro-
gram and 2 years probation 
for delivery/manufacture of 
marijuana March 30 in Niles 
Township.

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT

DOWAGIAC — Wheth-
er he’s investigating a mur-
der or catching a wayward 
squirrel, Dowagiac Police 
Patrolman James Kusa 
takes his oath to serve and 
protect seriously.

“It’s much more to me 
than a job. It’s an important 
part of me, giving back to 
my community,” Kusa said. 
“I always wanted to be a 
cop, ever since I was a kid 
growing up in Cleveland.”

His family moved to 
Dowagiac in 1973 when his 
father took a new job, and 
as soon as Kusa turned 21, 
he joined the Dowagiac po-
lice department as a reserve 
offi cer. He’s been patrolling 
the streets of Dowagiac for 
nearly 39 years.

“A violent crime occurred 
at my family’s house. It was 
a robbery and my mother 
was assaulted. I took her 
to the police station to ID 
some people, and I picked 
up an application. As soon 
as I turned 21 I got into the 
reserves.”

That was in 1974, and 
in 1977 Kusa joined the 
department full time as a 
dispatcher. He went to the 
police academy at Lake 
Michigan College, graduat-
ed in January 1978 and went 
on the road as a patrolman.

Kusa recently received 
the Paul Harris Fellow 
award from the Dowagiac 
Rotary Club. He was rec-
ognized as “a fi xture of the 
community who has dedi-
cated his life to ensuring 
the safety and security of 
the citizens of Dowagiac.”

The Paul Harris Fellow 
award comes with a certifi -
cate and a $1,000 donation 
to the Rotary Foundation 
of Rotary International in 
the name of the recipient. 
Past recipients have includ-
ed U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter, Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, astronaut 
James Lovell and Jonas 
Salk, discoverer of the po-
lio vaccine.

Kusa said there were 
times he aspired to move up 
in rank but has had a satis-
fying career as a patrolman 
and, over his nearly four 
decades  as a small town 
cop, never had a desire to 
move to a different police 
department.

“It’s a very good depart-
ment with a lot of good 
people through the years. 
The administration has 
always been good and the 
co-workers work well as a 
team and with other area 
agencies. It’s a small town 
but there’s enough going 
on. You can keep as busy 
as you want to,” Kusa said.

He has specialized in 
crime scene investigation 
and teaches a CSI Acad-
emy for middle school 
students in which they get 
to process a mock crime 
scene. He said technology 
is changing the face of law 

enforcement.
“There are some very in-

teresting gadgets. But as a 
smaller department we still 
rely on the tried and true 
methods like fi ngerprint 
powders.”

He said a police offi cer 
never knows what the day 
will bring.

“You can have nothing 
for weeks, then suddenly all 
the excitement you could 
want is staring you in the 
face,” Kusa said. “One time 
my partner and I had to dis-
arm a person with a loaded 
handgun that was trying to 
kill someone else. We had 
to actually go hands-on. 
The last thing I would ever 
want to do is shoot some-
body, but it’s come close a 
couple of times.”

On a less serious note, 
he recalled the time he and 
a partner went to help an 

elderly woman who had 
called police to report a 
squirrel in her bathroom.

“We go in the bathroom 
and close the door. We 
don’t see a squirrel, but 
suddenly it comes out of 
the linen closet. We nearly 
destroyed this lady’s bath-
room getting this squirrel 
into custody. Things were 
knocked off shelves. But we 
got the squirrel and it was 
released unharmed.”

As for how the squirrel 
had gotten into the wom-
an’s house,  Kusa said,  “I 
don’t know. We didn’t in-
terview the squirrel.”

Kusa said that, like in 
any profession, there is 
room for improvement in 
law enforcement but “The 
vast majority are hard-
working, honest individu-
als like myself.”

When Kusa is not patrol-

ling the streets of Dowagi-
ac, he enjoys camping and 
fi shing with his son, James. 
He said that while he has 
no retirement date in mind, 
at 63, he’s “been thinking 
about calming down.”

Dowagiac Police Deputy 
Chief Jarrid Bradford said 
that although Kusa “won’t 
tell me his good fi shing 
spots,” he is an asset to the 
department and the com-
munity.

“Jim stays positive. It’s 
rare, but good, to have peo-
ple in law enforcement for 
this long that still get ex-
cited about it. It makes for 
good morale to have a guy 
like Jim,” Bradford said.

“Even people who’ve 
been arrested by him are 
happy to run into him. Peo-
ple want to talk to him.”

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Longtime Dowagiac 
patrolman James 
Kusa honored by 
Rotary Club 

A good fellow

Don Campbell / HP staff

Dowagiac Police Patrolman James Kusa recently was honored by the Dowagiac Rotary Club with 
a Paul Harris Fellow Award. Kusa has been a patrolman in Dowagiac for nearly 39 years and was 
honored for his service to the community.

BENTON TOWNSHIP — A 
St. Joseph-based job placement 
agency has launched a scholar-
ship program at Lake Michigan 
College for skilled trades stu-
dents, LMC announced Friday.

Williamson Employment Ser-
vices will donate $4,000 each year 
in scholarships, LMC reported.

“In a tangible way, (the dona-
tion)  demonstrates our commit-
ment to vital business partner-
ships and long-lasting strategic 
alliances,” Judee Hopwood, pres-
ident of Williamson Employment 
Services Inc., said in an LMC 
news release.  “The scholarship 
will promote training opportuni-
ties for individuals to build suc-
cessful careers and will keep our 
local people working locally.”

Six students each semester will 
get  the Williamson Employment 
Services Skilled Trades Scholar-
ship. LMC reported that Wil-
liamson will  provide fi nancial 
support for students while boost-
ing the number of skilled profes-
sionals to meet  opportunities in 
Southwest Michigan’s thriving 
advanced manufacturing indus-
try.

Students must reside in LMC’s 
service area, and may be full- or 
part-time. They must be accepted 
into the college and enrolled in a 
skilled trades short-term train-
ing, certifi cate or associate’s de-
gree program. More information 
is available at lakemichigancol-
lege.edu/technology.

Students can apply at lake-
michigancollege.edu/apply and 
apply for scholarships at lake-
michigancollege.edu/scholar-
ships. Registration for the fall 
term is open. For questions re-
garding scholarships and appli-
cation, contact the admissions 
staff  at 927-8626.

Employment 
agency 
launches LMC 
scholarship

CASSOPOLIS —  A former 
Dowagiac high school football 
star was  sentenced to prison Fri-
day for a 2015 incident in which he 
broke into a Niles-
area home and tried 
to sexually assault a 
woman.

Ramon Caldwell 
Jr., 33, of Michigan 
51 South in Dowa-
giac was found 
guilty of three 
felony charges dur-
ing a June trial in 
Cass Circuit Court: two counts 
of fi rst-degree home invasion and 
one count of assault with intent 
to commit sexual penetration as 
a habitual offender. He was fur-
ther found guilty of a misdemean-
or charge of indecent exposure.

On Friday, Cass County Circuit 
Judge Michael Dodge sentenced 
Caldwell to two concurrent prison 
terms of 18 to 30 years for the 
home invasion and one concurrent 
prison term of eight to 30 years for 
the assault. He was given credit for 
363 days served for indecent expo-
sure. He must pay $1,884 in fi nes 
and costs.

The incident occurred in the 
early morning hours of Aug. 9 
in Howard Township. Caldwell 

climbed through a bathroom win-
dow and entered the bedroom of 
a 23-year-old woman. The woman 
woke up to fi nd him standing in 
her bedroom without any pants 
on. She screamed and kicked him 
in the groin.

Caldwell left the house and was 
found by police a short time later 
asleep in his truck a short distance 
away on Carberry Road. He was 
identifi ed by the victim. Caldwell 
claimed he had been partying with 
friends in South Bend and decided 
to pull his vehicle over when he de-
cided he was too drunk to drive.

Dodge said  the 2015 incident 
was hauntingly similar to a 2005 
incident when Caldwell broke into 
the home of a Dowagiac woman 
and tried to rape her. Caldwell was 
sentenced to a prison term of sev-
en to 20 years in that case. He had 
completed his parole a few months 
before the 2015 incident.

“You have a dual personality,” 
Dodge told Caldwell. “You were a 
successful athlete in high school in 
Dowagiac, you’re a church mem-
ber and good neighbor. Then on 
the other side is what happens 
when you’re drinking and out at 
night. ... You pose a substantial 
risk to society and especially to 
women.”

Caldwell’s victim spoke before 
the sentencing. “He tried to rob 
me of my security, but God is my 

security,” he said. “I hope and 
pray that God will have mercy on 
his soul.”

Cass Prosecutor Victor Fitz 
called Caldwell a “dangerous 
predator, liar and perjurer” and his 
crime “a chilling” one. He said this 
is Caldwell’s third sex offense con-
viction. He was convicted of incest 
against a minor in Tennessee in 
2004 and home invasion and as-
sault with intent to commit sexual 
penetration in the 2005 Dowagiac 
incident.

Fitz said the victim in the 2015 
incident is still affected by the 
crime.

“She’s afraid to be alone at 
night. She wants her security 
back,” he said. “To walk around 
the block poses a serious challenge 
for her.”

Caldwell said he respected the 
jury’s verdict but continued to 
maintain his innocence. He has 
fi led an appeal of the verdict and 
sentence.

“Throughout the whole pro-
cess, the current got blurred with 
the past,” he said. “I feel like I’m 
being punished for my past. ... I 
made bad mistakes in the past 
but I shouldn’t be punished for 
that.”

He’s among Dowagiac Union 
High School’s all-time running 
backs. He rushed for more 2,000 
yards over three seasons.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Home invasion, rape attempt 
leads to long prison terms

CALDWELL

TEXAS TOWNSHIP (AP) — 
People representing charities and 
nonprofi ts who stand in roadways 
to collect money from drivers are 
concerned after the Michigan at-
torney general said the solicita-
tions aren’t legal.

Attorney General Bill 
Schuette recently gave a formal 

opinion to a lawmaker, saying 
Michigan’s traffic code doesn’t 
allow it.

Portage and Texas Township 
fi refi ghters canceled a fundraiser 
this week in Texas Township, 
near Kalamazoo, MLive.com 
reported . They typically would 
stand in the road and collect do-

nations in a rubber boot for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion.

Monty Nye of  the Michigan 
Professional Firefi ghters Union 
believes some fi refi ghters else-
where in Michigan will collect 
money unless a local government 
says no.

Volunteers can’t stand in the road and collect for charities


