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LOCAL & STATE
RESA appoints operations chief for BHAS

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
—  The last major piece 
of Benton Harbor Area 
Schools’ administrative 
puzzle is in place  with  the 
hiring of its new chief oper-
ating offi cer.

Brian Leonard –  whom 
the Berrien Regional Edu-
cation Service Agency 
Board hired Monday – 
will handle buildings and 
grounds at Benton Harbor, 
as well as food service and 
transportation.

The job combines two 
other positions from Ben-
ton Harbor’s former organi-

zation, before the struggling 
district began operating un-
der its consent agreement 
with the state, RESA Super-
intendent Kevin Ivers said.

“A lot of these duties were 
(previously) assigned to an 
assistant superintendent, 
and so, he’s taking that role, 
as well as the buildings and 
grounds director role,” he 
said.

Leonard will further han-
dle real estate transactions 
– specifi cally, building sales 
that might be required un-
der the consent agreement – 
but will fi ll a less hands-on 
role on the food service side 
and student transport side, 
Ivers said.

“He doesn’t directly su-
pervise them (those depart-
ments), but works directly 
with the companies that 
provide those services,” he 
said.

The hiring is part of a 
broader agreement, un-
der which Berrien RESA 
is overseeing Benton Har-
bor’s business, human re-
sources and technology ser-
vices – an arrangement that 
has saved about $100,000 
for the struggling district, 
Ivers said.

The position is a newly 
created one, for which Ben-
ton Harbor agrees to reim-
burse RESA.

Four applicants sought 

the job, but the district 
only interviewed Leonard 
because he had the right 
blend of administrative and 
hands-on skills that his new 
job requires, Superinten-
dent Kevin Ivers said.

“He worked at South-
western Michigan College, 
in a similar capacity,” Ivers 
said. “He had the skills that 
were necessary, not only on 
the maintenance side, but 
he also had educational 
experience.  He knew how 
education organizations 
work.”

Leonard, of Niles, will 
earn $90,000 annually in his 
new role, according to doc-
uments released by RESA.

Before taking the  job, 
Leonard had served as an 
operations manager since 
2015 for B&Z Co. and was 
SMC’s dean of mathemat-
ics and technology from 
2003-15, his resume shows.

Since 2010, Leonard has 
been a reserve offi cer with 
the Niles Police Depart-
ment.

He holds a bachelor’s 
degree in social work from 
Middle Tennessee State 
University, and a master of 
alternative education de-
gree from National Louis 
University.

The district is advertis-
ing for an accounts payable 
position, but hasn’t fi lled it 

yet, Ivers said.
The long-term future of 

any employees hired under 
Berrien RESA’s agreement 
with Benton Harbor would 
have to be discussed when-
ever the consent agreement 
ends, said  Ivers, who sees 
three possible scenarios.

“Their district could em-
ploy these people, instead 
of us,” Ivers said. “Another 
option is, we would absorb 
these people – if  we had 
openings – or they’d be laid 
off, and they could fi nd 
other work. It’d be my pref-
erence these people become 
Benton Harbor employees 
– and still maintain their 
jobs – but that’s a ways off.”

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Boy Scouts clean 
headstones at 
Royalton cemetery

ST. JOSEPH —  Jacob 
Maynard wanted to do 
something that would ben-
efi t his community.

The 13-year-old decided 
to call Royalton Township 
Hall, where he was put in 
touch with Manager Steve 
Tilly. He had a couple 
things in mind and asked 
if  Maynard was willing to 
wash some of the head-
stones at the Spring Run 
Cemetery.

The Upton Middle 
School student enlisted the 
help of his Boy Scout troop 
and began to research how 
to clean the headstones.

“Pretty much my whole 
troop was involved,” Ja-
cob said. “I organized with 
troop leaders and got vol-
unteers and some of my 
family to help. There were 
about 11 people who were 
cleaning the cemetery and 
helping out.”

Troop No. 623 from First 
Congregational Church 
along Niles Avenue came 
out to support Maynard’s 
cause. From 1-6 p.m for 
three days between Aug. 21-
26, Jacob  and others were 
out cleaning, washing and 
scrubbing away the dirt and 
grime that covered a good 
portion of the headstones.

Tilly said since then, 
another scout troop has 
reached out for a project to 
do. Tilly said it’s been about 
a decade since a troop last 
asked him if they could 
help in the Royalton Town-
ship community.

“I didn’t have the scouts 
do the whole cemetery, but 
another scout reached out 
for another project. This 
might be something they 
can do next year,” Tilly 
said. “He organized the 
other troop members and 
set a schedule for when they 
could come in and clean. I 
thanked (Jacob) for having 
an interest in community 
service at such a young age.”

Jacob  estimated they 
cleaned about 180 head-
stones in that last week 
of August. Most of them 
were coated in vegetation 
and dirt because many 
grave  markers  are slowly 
being destroyed by biologi-
cal microbes, which feed on 
the minerals that make up 
the stones.

In order to get rid of 
the muck, Jacob  needed 
a chemical that wouldn’t 
damage the headstones or 
the vegetation and grass 
around them. That meant 
no acids or bleaches. To pre-
vent any further damage to 
the headstones, Jacob  had 
to refrain from using sand-
blasting tools, power wash-
ers or wire brushes.

After some research on-
line, Jacob  found a prod-
uct called D2 – a biological 
cleaner. He discovered it 

was the same cleaner used 
by the government at its na-
tional cemetery.

There was a supply of it 
in Holland, Mich., which 
had to be ordered by Tilly 
in gallon jugs.

Jacob  said the diffi cult 
part was getting used to us-
ing the D2 cleaner.

“Once you get used to it, 
it’s not as diffi cult,” he said. 
“The way you have to spray 
it on the gravestone de-

pends, and then you have to 
wait like 10 minutes for it to 
work on the dirt. After that, 
you spray it again and then 
scrub it. It was about get-
ting everyone coordinated.”

Jacob’s mom, Brandy, 
said she was delighted by 
her son’s initiative. She doc-
umented each day’s worth 
of work.

“I think it was a really 
great project,” she said. “He 
was able to learn a lot of 

different things to take with 
him. Organization, leader-
ship skills and getting other 
people to support a really 
great community project.”

The work didn’t stop 
there.

In the older part of the 
cemetery, Jacob  and a few 
others walked through and 
looked at all the stones. 
They took note of what 
ones were sinking into the 
ground so the township 
could go back and install a 
foundation.

“Steve gave him a map so 
they could mark them down 
as they went,” Brandy said. 
“Steve was saying they cut 
the grass all the time and 
always forget which ones 
need to be straightened.”

This was Jacob’s fi rst 
project coordinating with 
the Boy Scouts. However, 
he’s helped with other troop 
projects before, which in-
cluded building a trail and 
painting fi re hydrants.

“It was fun to get togeth-
er and talking to people 
while getting the project 
done,” Jacob  said. “I’ve 
never been in charge of a 
project before and that’s 
pretty special. Whatever the 
other Boy Scouts fi nd or are 
interested in doing, I’ll help. 
It’s a great after-school ac-
tivity.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Submitted photos

Jacob Maynard cleans headstones at Spring Run Cemetery in Royalton Township. The Boy Scout 
led his troop in the cleaning effort.

Cleaning crew Apple Festival 
today in Bangor

BANGOR — Today will 
be a day for the apples in 
Bangor as the city’s 38th 
Apple Festival takes place.

The event begins at 9 a.m. 
with breakfast at First Con-
gregational Church. At the 
Bangor Branch Library, the 
annual Used Book Sale will 
be 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Hosted 
by Bangor Friends of the 
Library, proceeds will  sup-
port library programs.

Apple bobbing, pick-
le toss and ring toss are 
among the kids activities in 
the area next to Roma Piz-
za. Pony rides and popcorn 
courtesy of We Care Inc. 

will take place there, too.
At noon, the Alleykat 

Dance Studio dance 
team will perform. At 1 
p.m. there will be the John 
Dudley Magic Show. South 
Haven country music singer 
Jared Knox and his band, 
The Hagar Bombs, will per-
form at 2 p.m. downtown.

Other activities include 
an antique and classic car 
and motorcycle show from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m., a vendor 
market and a free outdoor 
showing of the movie “An-
gry Birds” at dusk, next to 
Roma’s Pizza.

For a full schedule, visit 
the festival’s Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/
bangorapplefestival.

By KIM INGALLS
For the Herald-Palladium

Niles man charged 
with brandishing 
machete at deputies

DOWAGIAC — A Niles 
man has been arraigned in 
Cass County District Court 
on charges of assault and 
resisting arrest after alleg-
edly brandishing a machete 
during a domestic violence 
incident Thursday.

Marty Ray Gipson, 44, 
of Niles was arraigned in 
4th Dis-
trict Court 
T h u r s -
day  and 
c h a r g e d 
w i t h 
two  counts 
of alleged 
assault with 
a dangerous 
weapon, and three  counts 
of alleged assault and re-
sisting police offi cers. He 
is being held at the Cass 
County jail  on $10,000 
bond.

Cass County sheriff’s 
deputies responded to a 
call from a Howard Town-
ship residence at about 1:15 
a.m. Thursday about a man 
brandishing a machete and 
“acting crazy.” According 
to a sheriff’s news release, 
they  found a woman and 
her  6-year-old child in a 

locked vehicle in the neigh-
bor’s driveway. The woman 
told offi cers  that Gipson, 
the father of the child and 
her live-in boyfriend, was 
intoxicated and woke her 
up yelling and screaming 
and had a machete in one 
hand and pills in the other.

After a struggle he re-
portedly swallowed the pills 
and asked the woman if she 
had called the police and 
stated “if they come for me 
I’m not going out alive.”

Deputies found the man 
locked inside the house. An 
offi cer and K9 unit from 
Dowagiac Police Depart-
ment were called to assist. 
Inside, Gipson allegedly 
had a large knife and was 
repeatedly told to drop the 
weapon.

Deputies said that when 
he moved toward them an 
offi cer trained to use “less 
than lethal” force twice 
fi red a shotgun loaded 
with rubber bullets, hitting 
Gipson, who was then sub-
dued and handcuffed. Gip-
son  was transported to 
Borgess Lee Hospital by 
SMCAS ambulance service 
for treatment of minor in-
juries and then taken to the 
Cass County jail.

By HP STAFF

GIPSON

Before and after pictures show a headstone cleaned by a local 
Boy Scout troop in late August.

IN BRIEF
LMC College Night 
set for Sept. 26 

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP  —  Lake Michigan 
College will host its annual 
College Night on Mon-
day, Sept. 26, at its Benton 
Township  campus, LMC 
announced.

The free 6-7:30 p.m. 
event  will feature  represen-
tatives from more than 60 
colleges and universities 
throughout the Midwest. 
College-bound high school 
students and their parents, 
returning adult students 
and transferring commu-

nity college students are all 
encouraged to attend.

Among the participating 
schools are Andrews Uni-
versity, Central Michigan 
University, Ferris State Uni-
versity, Grand Valley State 
University, Indiana Univer-
sity – South Bend, Michi-
gan Technological Universi-
ty, Saint Mary’s College and 
the University of Michigan.

College Night will be held 
in the Grand Upton Hall 
of The Mendel Center at 
2755 East Napier Ave. At-
tendees are encouraged to 
register at lakemichigan
college.edu/collegenight.


