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Move over, “Golden Girls.” Ste-
vensville has the Ebony Girls.

Benton Harbor natives and sis-
ters Barb and Lois Peeples and 
Gladys Peeples-Burks retired and 
moved in together 12 years ago.

The “Golden Girls” was an 
American TV sitcom that ran from 
1985-92 about four mature wom-
en who lived together –  sensible 
Dorothy, ditzy Rose, man-hungry 
Blanche and blunt Sophia, Doro-
thy’s mother.

“We’re the ‘Golden Girls’ minus 
Blanche,” Barb Peeples said.

All three sisters worked in edu-
cation, with Barb Peeples, “the 
youngest,” and Gladys Peeples-
Burks, 87, working most of their 
years with Benton Harbor Area 
Schools. Lois Peeples, 77, said she 
was a teacher in the Chicago area 
and was the last to retire in 2004.

“That’s when we bought the 
house,” Lois Peeples said. “They 
had both retired, and I said, ‘I’m 
not going to stay in this.’ They were 
having so much fun going on trips 
and all. I said, ‘I’m out of here, 
too.’”

The sisters sat down recently with 
Staff Writer Louise Wrege to talk 
about their life living together.

How did you become the Ebony 
Girls?

Lois: After we realized we could 
be the Ebony Girls, a takeoff of the 
“Golden Girls,” there was a fi ght to 
see who was going to be Dorothy.

Barb: Because she was the most 
together person, it ended up with 
Lois being the Dorothy of the 
group.

Lois: That was easy.
Barb: Gladys is Sophia. She’s 

the oldest one. She’s the wisest one. 
That’s what Sophia was. And I 
don’t mind (being) Rose.

Lois: She balked at fi rst.
Gladys: Rose was smarter than 

they gave her credit for.
Lois: She’s always positive. She’s 

always a lot of fun. That’s what 
Barb is, not so much the ditzy part.

Barb: And most of our mail 
comes to “The Ebony Girls.” Ev-
erybody knows us as that. 

Lois: There’s even a catalog that 

comes here, “The Ebony Girls.” I 
don’t know how that got to be.

How did you know you could live 
together?

Lois: What prompted us to do it 
primarily was the need to watch out 
for each other. We were each alone. 
We knew we could do it because we 
had always traveled together. We 
belong to the same organizations. 
We knew we could get along. We 
have our moments. The house is big 
enough, you can get away.

Gladys: Some say they could live 
with one sister but there’s no way 
they could live with two.

Lois: They’re shocked to hear 
that we’re still together.

Gladys: We have some cousins in 
Fort Lauderdale who mimicked us 
and they’re sisters and the three of 
them live together. They’re manag-
ing. 

Barb: They looked at the amount 
of money that they spend and how 
much they save staying together. 
Economically, it makes sense.

Barb: We enjoyed taking cruises. 
We loved long car trips. Now, we’re 
getting too old to drive.

Lois: We had gone abroad. Nev-
er had any problem. We knew we 
could live together.

The house is beautiful. Did it look 
like this when you bought it?

Lois: No. In fact, Gladys won-
dered when Barb and I decided 
(we wanted to buy this house) and 
wanted us to reconsider it. We said 
to Gladys, “We’re going to go back 
and look at that house (in Stevens-
ville) again,” and she said, “For 
what?”

What was the house like?
Lois: The colors were terrible. 

That’s one thing that turned you 
off. There was blue everywhere.

Barb: Especially light blue. We 
could see beyond that. 

Lois: The carpet was worn. There 
had been a dog in here so there 
were pet stains on the carpet. The 
windows needed replacing.

Gladys: It was pretty much su-
perfi cial, though, and they could 
see past, although we did spend a 
lot of energy and money bringing it 
to be comfortable and fresh. Struc-
turally, it’s a sound house. We’re the 
ninth owners. It was built in 1974.

Barb: It’s hard to believe that that 
many owners had so much space 
and they didn’t do anything with it.

Lois: Half of the lower level 
wasn’t fi nished.

Barb: We saw it and were like, 
wow, we know what we can do with 
all of this space. It’s four bedrooms. 
We turned one into a library. This 
was the only house that we saw that 
offered three bedrooms with their 
own bathrooms. Plus the extra 
room because we like to entertain.

Lois: We used to have a big stay-
at-home cruise party. The fi rst time, 
we invited over 100 people. 

Barb: We turned the house into a 
cruise ship because we like cruising. 
We had the different decks.

Lois: Captain’s dinner, talent 
show around the pool.

What are your duties? Who does 
what?

Gladys: When we fi rst moved 
here, of course I was 12 years 
younger, I actually did the yard-
work. I even cut grass occasionally.

Lois: And lopped off trees.
Gladys: I’d cut down trees and 

move shrubs.

Lois: Barb and I would look out 
there in amazement – What is she 
doing out there? It would be 90 de-
grees and there would be a heat ad-
visory and we’d call out, “Gladys, 
they’re telling old people to come 
in out of the heat.” And she’d say, 
“Well, if  I see any out here, I’ll tell 
them to go inside.”

Gladys: Over the years, I have 
switched pretty much to perennials. 
It’s mostly just weeding and water-
ing. I love the outdoors, and I love 
working in the yard. Now I confi ne 
most of my outdoor activities to 
the fl ower garden. I grow a lot of 
things in pots.

Lois: She can just sit back and 
read books.  I cook. I read recipes 
and try out new dishes on these 
two. Most of them are pretty good.

Gladys: They are.
Barb: She’s more critical of her 

cooking than we are.
Lois: I’m always trying some-

thing new.
Barb: I do the cleaning except 

for our personal space. If you walk 
into cobwebs, I’m to blame.

Do you belong to the same orga-
nizations?

Barb: Gladys and I belong 
to Calling All Colors, and Lois 
helps.  Calling All Colors will be 
holding their annual fundraiser 
Oct. 8 at the Hilton Garden Inn. 
The monies raised will help fund 
the program and provide scholar-
ships for students attending Lake 
Michigan College who have dem-
onstrated a passion for improving 
race relations in the Twin Cities 
area.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-0361, Twitter: 
@HPWrege
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Great Lakes tanker Mercury tears through the St. Joseph River ice on its way to Lake Michigan in St. Joseph after deliver-
ing a load of fuel oil in the winter of 1938. Herald-Palladium files include several articles about the Mercury’s battles with 
river ice. North Pier lighthouse enthusiasts may note the smokestack on the structure. The lighthouse revival, completed 
this year, returned a smokestack to the city icon.

Time Capsule, which runs every Monday, takes a look back through the HP photo archives. If you would like to share a nostalgic 
comment about this photo, please join the discussion on our Facebook page: facebook.com/HeraldPalladium.

Homecoming weekend 
lined up at Andrews

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
Andrews University Home-
coming 2016 will be  Sept. 
29 to Oct. 2, and the greater 
community is invited to 
participate in several ac-
tivities, the university an-
nounced.

There will be a  5K Har-
vest Run, the 30th annual 
parade, the second an-
nual classic car show, the 
annual international fl ag 
raising ceremony and the 
annual gala concert. To 
view a complete sched-
ule of events, visit alumni.
andrews.edu/homecoming/.

The car show will be 1-4 
p.m. Sept. 30 in the book-
store parking lot.  To enter 
a vehicle, contact Alum-
ni Services at alumni@
andrews.edu or 471-3591. 
There is no entry fee.

The parade will be at 
5 p.m. Sept. 30.  Viewing 
bleachers outside the How-
ard Performing Arts Center 
and the Adventist Theolog-
ical Seminary along  East 
Campus Center Drive.

The International Flag 
Raising Ceremony will be at 
6:30 p.m. Sept. 30. To par-

ticipate in the parade or car-
ry or raise a fl ag on the Flag 
Mall, contact Rebecca May, 
community and campus re-
lations manager, at rmay@
andrews.edu or 471-3348.

At 7 p.m. Oct. 1, the De-
partment of Physics will 
host the grand opening of 
the Robert & Lillis King-
man Observatory.

The Gala Concert will be 
at 8 p.m. Oct. 1 in the How-
ard Performing Arts Cen-
ter. Ensembles include the 
Wind Symphony, directed 
by Alan Mitchell; the Uni-
versity Singers, directed by 
Stephen Zork; and the Sin-
fonietta, directed by gradu-
ate conducting student Me-
riel Lora. Admission is free 
and no tickets are required.

The 5K/10K Harvest 
Run & 1-Mile Walk will be-
gin at 7:45 a.m. Oct. 2. 

To register for the race, 
visit alumni.andrews.edu/
run. Cost is $22 for adults 
and $12 for children and 
Andrews students. Check-
in is from 8-8:50 a.m. and 
the race begins at 9 a.m. at 
Pioneer Memorial Church 
parking lot.

Q & A

Don Campbell / HP staff

Calling themselves the Ebony Girls, from left, sisters Gladys Peeples-Burks, Barbara Peeples and Lois Peeples are all retired 
and live together in Stevensville. They are pictured here on Wednesday.

The 
Ebony 
Girls
Sisters say they mimic 
the Golden Girls ... 
minus Blanche

IN BRIEF
Alleged driver 
flees fatal crash

ROYALTON TWP.  — 
One driver was killed in a 
two-vehicle accident early 
Sunday morning in Roy-
alton Township and the al-
leged driver of the second 
vehicle fl ed the scene and 
was still being sought late 
Sunday afternoon, accord-
ing to a news release from 
the Berrien County Sher-
iff’s Department.

Jason Ransom, 36, of 
Niles  was driving a 1998 
Buick north on Scottdale 
Road near Rockey Weed 
Road just before 3:30 a.m. 
and collided with a 1999 
Honda traveling south, ac-
cording to the release.

Ransom  was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Two passengers in the 
Honda remained at the 
scene, and a third allegedly 
fl ed along with the driver, 
according to the release. 
Authorities have identifi ed 
the driver of the Honda, 
but his name has not been 
released. Alcohol is be-
lieved to be a factor.

Andrews University 
sets recycling event

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Andrews University, 
in partnership with Green 
Earth Electronics Recy-
cling, will have its biannual 
electronics recycling event 
in the transportation ga-
rage on Sept. 28, the uni-
versity announced.

Community members, 
businesses and residents 
from surrounding com-
munities are encouraged 
to recycle their unwanted 
electronic items at  the 3-7 
p.m. event.

Accepted items include 
computers, laptops, smart-
phones, monitors, TVs, 
telephones, cameras, DVD 
players, printers, toner car-
tridges, cellphones, refrig-
erators, air conditioners, 
appliances and other elec-
tronic items.

A hazardous waste 
fee will be collected for 
all  monitors ($10) and 
all  TVs ($20). All other 
items are recycled free.

All hard drives are wiped 
according to Department 
of Defense specifi cations 
or shredded. Businesses 
are encouraged to regis-
ter by emailing  pickup@
GreenEarth1.com  or call-
ing 326-1232.

Any Andrews Univer-
sity departments wishing 
to participate are asked to 
contact Anton Pellegrini 
at anton@andrews.edu no 
later than Sept. 27 to have 
items picked up prior to 
the event.


