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LOCAL & STATE
SJ fall festival, public art auction Sept. 23-24

ST. JOSEPH — Sum-
mer’s over, but fall activi-
ties are coming Sept. 23-24 
in downtown St. Joseph, 
including  a Fall Festival, 
Wine Festival and the City 
of St. Joseph’s Public Art 
Auction of its giant “Beach 
Bug” sculptures.

The Fall Festival gets roll-
ing with the  fourth annual 
Rotary and Slumberland 
Great Bed Race at 4:30 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 23 on 
Lake Boulevard. Onlook-
ers can cheer teams as they 
race bed frames to the fi nish 
line. This fundraiser benefi ts 
Benton Harbor Sunrise Ro-
tary youth programs and 
the Slumberland Furniture 
40 Winks Foundation that 
provides mattresses and 
beds to children who need 
them.

On Saturday, Sept. 24, 
Day on the Farm, spon-
sored by United Federal 
Credit Union, brings rural 
living to the city. Families 
can gather up just-harvested 
fruits and vegetables, locally 

raised meats, cider and fall 
decorations at the down-
town Farmers Market, 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m., along Lake 
Bluff Park. A Musical In-
strument Petting Zoo from 
the Benton Harbor Citadel 
Dance & Music Center’s 
collection will also be along 
the bluff from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. as well as the Critter 
Barn petting farm, featur-
ing goats, rabbits, ducks and 
more animals from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Other activities in-
clude face painting at State 
and Broad Streets., 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

The Great Pumpkin 
Festival, sponsored by the 
Benton Harbor Sunshine 
Rotary, runs 10 a.m. to 1:45 
p.m. This fun-fi lled event 
includes pumpkin carving 
and decorating contests and 
culminates with the Great 
Pumpkin Race at 1:45 p.m. 
Participants will cheer on 
a fl otilla of mini numbered 
pumpkins dropped in a 
pool on site. The fi rst fi ve 
pumpkins to cross the fi nish 
line will win $1,000, $300, 
$200, $100 and $50. A $10 
entry fee will benefi t Benton 

Harbor youth programs. All 
tickets will be sold by 1:45 
p.m. and entrants do not 
need to be present to win.

The St. Joseph Wine Fes-
tival pops its cork from 4-9 
p.m. Sept. 24 at  Whirlpool 
Centennial Park overlook-
ing Lake Michigan’s Silver 
Beach. This event, pre-
sented by Lake Michigan 
College’s Wine and Viticul-
ture Technology Program, 
features vintages from state 
wineries, local cuisine, live 
music and front row views 
of the sunset. Admission is 
free. Wine tasting starts at 
$10 and includes fi ve drink 
tickets and a souvenir wine 
glass. A small selection of 
craft beer and cider will also 
be available. Music will be 
provided by Traverse City 
based, Medicinal Groove

For an updated list of 
participating wineries and 
restaurants, visit the events 
page at Facebook.com/stjo-
etoday. mSponsors for the 
Fall and Wine Festivals in-
clude United Federal Credit 
Union, Beaudoin Electri-
cal Construction, the City 
of St. Joseph, and Lake 

Michigan College’s Wine 
and Viticulture Technology 
program.

 The win festival is held in 
conjunction with the  City 

of St. Joseph Live Public 
Art Auction. This year’s 
theme has beach bugs fea-
turing bumble bees, cat-
erpillars, snails and lady-

bugs.  A silent auction will 
again be held this year 
for bidders who are unable 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Projects progressing 
in Dowagiac

DOWAGIAC —  As 
summer comes to an end, 
Dowagiac city offi cials 
can look back at a busy 
few months fi lled with 
construction at two city 
gateway areas and a new 
terminal building at the 
airport.

They were also able to 
settle part of  the lawsuit 
against theater developer 
Kenneth Allen.

As visitors to Dowagiac 
have seen in recent weeks, 
work is progressing on all 
three projects: the rede-
velopment of  the former 
Goerlich factory building 
site on East Division, im-
provements to the Divi-
sion/Commercial Street 
corridor and the building 
of  the new airport termi-
nal.

City Manager Kevin 
Anderson said work on all 
three projects is on sched-

ule and should be done 
before winter. At the old 
Goerlich site, landscap-
ing is being put in place 
to make that gateway area 
look more attractive. The 
city is keeping its options 
open as to the site’s future 
redevelopment.

The city received a 
$250,000 blight elimina-
tion grant last year to help 
pay for the project which 
cost around $500,000. The 
building was constructed 
in 1916 as a warehouse 
and had been vacant for 
some time before its de-
molition.

At the other end of town, 
the construction of the 
new airport terminal is on 
schedule. Work started ear-
lier this summer after the 
project was rebid when ini-
tial bids came in over bud-
get. The project will cost 
nearly $586,000 when it is 
completed later this year.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Don Campbell / HP Staff

“Charlie Bug” by artist Sandra Mitowski, located in downtown St. Joseph, will be among the 
pieces of artwork for sale at the St. Joseph Wine Festival & Public Art Auction, Saturday, Sept. 24 
from 4-9 p.m.

Ron DeKett/HP correspondent

Sailboats with the Tri-State Regatta gather early Sunday off the St. Joseph shoreline as they prepare for a race to Michigan 
City where they stayed overnight before racing back to Chicago on Monday.

COME SAIL AWAY

New hires join Lake Michigan College

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP  —  Lake Michigan 
College students returning 
to fall classes Tuesday will 
be joined by fi ve new facul-
ty members, as well as two 
new directors.

The new hires include 
LMC’s fi rst culinary in-
structor, Luis Amado, as 
well as Hanson Technol-
ogy Center Director Chad 
Dee, and Kimberly Nelson, 
nursing instructor and co-
ordinator of the new cen-
ter’s simulation/skills lab.

President Emeritus/Act-
ing CEO Bob Harrison in-
troduced them, along with 
four other new instructors, 
at last week’s LMC board 
meeting.

Sherman “has been an 
integral part of the college’s 
nursing program since 
2009,” Harrison noted in 
his report to the board. She 
recently fi nished a master’s 
of science degree in nursing 
at Bethel College.

Sherman is looking for-
ward to her expanded role 
at LMC, including her 
oversight of the center’s 
new lab, which will improve 
students’ skills through on-
line simulations.

“I’m so excited to be here 
in a full-time role,” Sher-
man said. “I love LMC, 
and I obviously feel that 
it’s a great place (to work).”

Dee returned to LMC 

Aug. 1, after serving a 
previous six-year stint at 
the college, and as direc-
tor of  Ivy Tech’s Express 
Enrollment Center. He 
has an MBA from the In-
diana Institute of  Tech-
nology.

Dee will run the technol-
ogy center, which opened 
Aug. 23 at LMC’s main 
campus on Napier Avenue, 
and now houses all of the 
college’s manufacturing 
technology programs.

Most of them were pre-
viously housed at the M-
TEC Center, which the 
college closed in December 
2014.

Melissa Emery joined 
LMC on July 1 as its ac-
creditation director.

She’ll be overseeing 
“matters relating to High-
er Learning Commission 
guidelines, policies and 
practices,” an LMC news 
release stated.

Emery previously 
worked for LMC as an 
independent contractor, 
serving as a project man-
ager for accreditation in 
its enology and viticulture, 
and baccalaureate energy 
programs, the release said.

She holds a master of 
arts in liberal studies from 
the University of Toledo.

Amado joined LMC last 
month, after serving for 18 
years as Baker College’s 
program director of bak-
ing and pastry arts.

He holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in general education 
from Baker, and is also a 
certifi ed executive pastry 
chef by the American Cu-
linary Federation.

Amado exemplifi es the 
kind of instructor that 
LMC expects to lead its 
Wine & Culinary Cen-
ter, Harrison said. “Louis 
Amado is a good guy, and 
it’s (his hiring) going to 
work out really well,” he 
said.

The culinary program 
is operating out of a tem-
porary site on the Mendel 
Center’s northeast side, but 
will eventually move into 
a permanent location that 
LMC is constructing at the 
corner of Yore and Empire 
avenues.

The board has approved 
$1.2 million for infrastruc-
ture work – including wa-
ter, sewer and electric – that 
should be completed this 

year, Harrison said.
The other new faculty 

members are in the biol-
ogy, business, and political 
science programs. All were 
hired last month, as well.

Biology lecturer John 
Doudna has been an ad-
junct professor in that 
subject at LMC since Janu-
ary, and has also taught at 
Southwestern Michigan 
College. He holds a Ph.D. 
with a focus on agroecol-
ogy from Iowa State Uni-
versity.

Business/accounting in-
structor Danny Langston 
had served since February 
2014 as an accountant in 
LMC’s fi nance depart-
ment. He holds an MBA, 
with a focus in accounting, 
from Davenport Univer-
sity, in Saginaw.

Political science instruc-
tor Tiffany Bohm taught 
at Governors State Univer-
sity, Purdue University and 
Prairie State College before 
joining LMC. She holds a 
Ph.D. in political science 
from Northern Illinois 
University, with a special-
ization in American gov-
ernment and international 
relations.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Foreclosed properties 
available for sale 
before auction

  ST. JOSEPH — There 
is only one week left for 
potential property owners 
to pick up foreclosed lots 
from Berrien County be-
fore they go on the auction 
block.

Properties that did not 
sell at the July 19 auction 
are available for the mini-
mum bid (the amount of 
taxes owed) plus 10 per-
cent, through Sept. 13. The 
summer 2016 tax bill must 
be paid on properties. 
The county forecloses on 
properties when the taxes 
haven’t been paid for three 
years.

The remaining parcels 
will then be sold at the next 
auction, Sept. 20, at the 
DANK, 2651 Pipestone 
Ave., Benton Harbor.

Berrien County Trea-
surer Bret Witkowski said 
that about 20 properties 
have been purchased since 
the fi rst auction, when 409 
lots were available. At the 
auction, bidders picked 
up 94 properties, total-
ling almost $1.1 million in 
sales.  That money, which 
was a record amount, goes 

into the county’s foreclo-
sure fund, which helps 
pay for the demolition of 
abandoned buildings.

This year’s fi rst auction 
attracted 165 registered 
bidders, close to last year’s 
record of  175.

At the Sept. 20 auction, 
a minimum bid of  $50 
will be set on each prop-
erty. Bidders must submit 
a $250 registration fee. 
Those who bid on the lots 
can’t owe Berrien County 
taxes on any other proper-
ties. Registration begins at 
8 a.m. and bidding com-
mences at 9:30.

Final sales will be with-
held on properties slated 
for demolition until the 
buildings are torn down, 
to keep them from being 
rented or sold.

For information on pur-
chasing properties, and to 
see the listing of  available 
properties, visit www.ber-
riencounty.org, or contact 
Witkowski at 983-7111 
Ext. 8569. Witkowski also 
offers payment plans to 
property owners who are 
behind on paying their 
taxes.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer
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