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Dozens of people march past Paw Paw Middle School Saturday in protest of the Redskins mascot used at the high school.

Protesting the r-word

PAW PAW — Chanting “Teach re-
spect not racism” and “People aren’t 
mascots,” more than 20 people turned 
out to protest Paw Paw schools’ Red-
skins mascot Saturday.

On the route from the Paw Paw 
schools administration building to 
the amphitheater on the south side of 
Maple Lake, a small group of women 
told the culturally diverse group “We 
agree with you.” While nearing the am-
phitheater an elderly man quietly told a 
police offi cer, “Kill them” and repeated 
it. The offi cer was noncommittal.

Organizer Monica Washington 
Padula called the redskins term “The 
r-word slur.”

The protest rally took place during 
the Paw Paw Wine and Harvest Fes-
tival. While there were booths set up 
nearby and people visiting them, most 
of the festival event and the majority 
of the crowd were several blocks east.

Julie Dye, another organizer, and a 
member of the Pokagon Band of Po-
tawatomi Indians, said the rally came 
about because of the inaction of the 
Paw Paw Board of Education to re-
quests to drop the “Redskins” mascot.

“We’re frustrated,” Dye said. “We 
haven’t been able to accomplish any-
thing with the school board.”

Dye grew up in Lawrence and was 
both an athlete and a member of the 
marching band. She hated going to 
Paw Paw games because “everything 
that went along with it was very hurt-
ful.”

The likeness portrayed by the Red-
skins logo is that of a warlike Holly-

wood brave, Dye said.
“That’s not us,” she said.
The logo, according to Dye, dates 

back about 80 years.
“We weren’t consulted,” Dye said. 

“Nobody gave a damn about what 
Indians had to say years ago.”

Some protest signs read “Redskin 
means murder.” According to Dye, 
that’s because the term originally 
came from the blood on the bodies of 
the scalped Native Americans. There 
were bounty hunters who were paid 
by the “number of red skins they 
had,” Dye said.

On Aug. 22, the Tribal Council of 
the Pokagon band, passed a resolu-
tion calling the term “offensive, de-
rogatory and demeaning.”

“The term ‘Redskins’ derives from 
a practice that encouraged genocide 
against Native Americans,” the reso-
lution said.

The resolution encourages elimi-
nating the term for any mascot, name 
or symbol.

The program in the amphitheater 
was free-form, with people volun-
teering to speak. There was a handful 
of spectators, some responding to the 
speakers, many just listening.

Kathy Randall of Paw Paw, sup-
ported the protesters.

“People would not like it if  they 
called their team ‘The Jews’ or any 
racist name,” Randall said.

Adele Walters, also of Paw Paw, 
brought along a newspaper story 
about the late Joseph Quigno, a tribal 
elder. Walters said she went to school 
with him. “He never felt it was disre-
spectful,” Walters said.

She said a recent meeting of grad-
uates voted to support the current 
mascot with just two or three dissent-
ing.

By ROD SMITH
HP Correspondent

Rally draws more than 
20 at Paw Paw festival

Skyler Daisy of Hartford participates in a Native American smudging ceremony, using 
burning sage to spiritually purify the body, before the start of a march at Paw Paw 
Middle School. 

LMC enters 
transfer pact 
to help students 
in manufacturing

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP  —  Manufacturing 
program students who’ve 
taken classes elsewhere 
won’t have to retrace their 
steps, thanks to an agree-
ment signed by Lake Mich-
igan College.

LMC offi cials signed 
the agreement Thursday 
at Lansing Community 
College, as part of the 
Michigan Coalition for 
Advanced Manufactur-
ing,  which includes Bay 
College, Grand Rapids, 
Kellogg, Lansing, Ma-
comb, Mott and School-
craft community colleges.

Thursday’s agreement 
marks the fi rst one signed 
for manufacturing pro-
grams – including CNC/
machining, mechatronics, 
production operations and 
welding – that M-CAM 
member colleges offer, said 
Ken Flowers, LMC’s dean 
of career and work force 
development.

The agreement should 
ease the transfer process 
for students who’ve gotten 
certifi cations through other 
entities like the American 
Welding Society, he said.

“Basically, what it cre-
ates is an avenue for stu-
dents that have passed 
third-party assessments – 
whether it be welding, me-
chatronics, machine tool 
or production – to transfer 
those credits, or third-par-
ty certifi cates, to these eight 
separate schools,” Flowers 
said. “And each school will 
recognize them for college 
credit.”

Formed in 2014, M-
CAM works to equip stu-
dents with “the necessary 

certifi cations, industry cre-
dentials and employer con-
nections to create careers 
in the rapidly growing ad-
vanced manufacturing in-
dustry in Michigan,” LMC 
stated, in its news release 
announcing the agreement.

M-CAM itself is fund-
ed through a $24.9 mil-
lion Trade Adjustment 
Assistance Community 
College Career Training 
(TAACCCTT) grant that 
the Department of Labor 
approved in October 2013, 
Flowers said.

The grant runs through 
Sept. 30, 2017, and helps 
community colleges to 
train unemployed, under-
skilled and current workers 
seeking advanced skills for 
in-demand careers, Flow-
ers said.

Thursday’s announce-
ment means that students 
need not worry about go-
ing backwards, TAACCTT 
Project Manager Lynn 
Wolf said.

“Individuals not only 
can gain credentials – while 
they’re in training – they 
can come in with that par-
ticular certifi cate, and earn 
credentials, too, so it’s like 
a closed-loop system, of 
‘earning and learning’ at 
the same time,” she said.

Wolf worked on the 
grant with Flowers and 
Susan A. Lupo, a senior 
policy associate from the 
Corporation for a Skilled 
Workforce, and Donna Pe-
tras, Macomb Community 
College’s dean of univer-
sity relations.

Thursday’s announce-
ment refl ects another long-
standing principle at LMC 
– stripping barriers that 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Groundbreaking 
Niles artist gets 
state recognition

BUCHANAN —  A 
19th century black  art-
ist born in Niles has been 
selected for induction into 
the Michigan Women’s 
Hall of Fame.

Charlotte “Lottie” Wil-
son is  among  fi ve histori-
cal women being inducted 
into the hall this year.

Several descendants of 
Wilson’s family still reside 
in Niles and plan to at-
tend the Oct. 19 induction 
ceremony at the Kellogg 
Hotel and Conference 
Center in East Lansing. A 
celebration will take place 
in Niles later this fall.

Other 2016 honorees 
include historical and con-
temporary fi gures: Diana 
Ross, Dr. Anan Ameri, 
Lou Anna Simon, Dr. 
Olivia Letts, Rev. Faith 
Fowler, Elizabeth Sparks 
Adams, Daisy Elliott, Dr. 
Evelyn Golden, The Mary 
Free Bed Guild and Court 
of Appeals Judge Damon 
Keith.

Wilson was born in 
Niles in 1854. She became 
a nationally renowned art-
ist whose works were dis-
played at the White House 
and in cities throughout 
the eastern half  of the 
United States.

As a  black  wom-
an in the late 19th century, 
Wilson faced countless 
challenges but overcame 
every hardship she faced 
through determination 
and a strong sense of in-

dependence, according 
the Niles History Center. 
She was able to accom-
plish major strides in art, 
education civil rights and 
women’s rights.

Wilson was the fi rst 
black  woman to graduate 
from the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago. Al-
though her medium con-
sisted primarily of portrait 
and landscape painting, 
she was also known to 
dabble in the painting of 
fi ne china, fi ne needlework 
and sculpting.

Wilson’s best known 
work is titled “President 
Lincoln with A Former 
Slave,” which interprets 
the signifi cant 1864 meet-
ing of Sojourner Truth 
and Abraham Lincoln. 
She presented this piece to 

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Artist Charlotte “Lottie” Wil-
son of Niles broke ground as 
a black woman. She will be 
inducted into the Michigan 
Women’s Hall of Fame.

Chikaming Open Lands benefit set for new easement
THREE OAKS — Chika-

ming Open Lands will 
have its seventh-annual Barn 
Benefi t at Richard and Nan-
cy Spain’s historic Toad 
Hollow Farm along  Prairie 
Road from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, COL announced.

And the farm isn’t just a 
party spot.

On Aug. 19, the Sawyer-
based Land Conservancy 
placed a conservation ease-
ment on about 14 acres of 
the Spains’ farm.

“It’s the fi rst time we’ll 
be hosting the event on a 
protected property,” Jen 
Thompson of COL said.

The Spains have been 
Harbert property owners for 
more than 34 years, and in 
that time “we have witnessed 
a lot of land development, 
much of which has been a 
wonderful addition to the 
area,” they said in a news 
release.  “We are concerned, 
however, that without con-
servation efforts, the natural 
character of the area which 
attracted us in the fi rst place 
will be lost. ...

“We believe that the only 
way to ensure continued ac-
cess to open spaces and nat-
ural areas is to set aside pre-

serves and easements, which 
can never be developed.”

The Sept. 17 Barn Ben-
efi t is billed as “a fun and 
relaxed evening featuring 
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, a 
fabulous auction and good 
company in a beautiful rural 
setting.”

Tickets can be ordered on-
line (go to chikamingopen
lands.org/) or by calling the 
COL offi ce from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day at (269) 405-1006. Ba-
sic tickets are $120 each for 
COL members or $150 each 
for non-members (includes 
1-year membership); Land 
Protector Tickets are $250 
per person. 

COL recently announced 
that its deadline to raise 
funds for the purchase of 
the 12-acre Turtle Creek 
property near New Buffalo 
Elementary School has been 
extended until Oct. 31. As of 
Aug. 30 the effort was less 
than $20,000 away from its 
$90,000 goal.

Michiana donates 11 acres
In other COL news, the 

village of Michiana  placed 
a conservation easement on 
about 11 acres of village-

owned land along  Lake 
Michigan. The easement  to 
COL protects the natural 
state of a valuable beach and 
critical dune area.

The Sawyer-based land 
conservancy  said  the proj-
ect marks the fi rst lake-
front property COL has 
protected, adding it’s the 
fi rst conservation easement 
agreement between the con-
servancy and a municipality 
in the area.

The easement extinguish-
es the residential develop-

ment rights on the 11 acres, 
while ensuring the dunes and 
beach remain village-owned 
and open to the community 
for recreational use.

While the easement was a 
full donation by the village, 
surveys, an environmental 
assessment, legal fees and 
closing costs were covered in 
part by The Pokagon Fund 
through a $17,000 grant to 
the village. In addition,  14 
donors in the Village con-
tributed a total $6,200 to the 
project.

Contributed photo

A stream cuts through the woods  at Richard and Nancy 
Spain’s  Toad Hollow Farm near Three Oaks. The couple has 
donated a conservation easement to Chikaming Open Lands.
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President Theodore Roos-
evelt in 1902. The painting 
was exhibited at the White 
House, making her one of 
the first black  artists to 
have work displayed in the 
prestigious building.

Aside from her pro-
fessional career, Lottie 
Wilson was also an activ-
ist who campaigned for 
women’s rights. She held 
talks on women’s progress 
at several churches and art 
studios during the late 19th 
century. More so, Wilson 
was a dedicated civil rights 
advocate who placed a 

strong emphasis on the 
rights of  black women.

Although Wilson 
worked and lived in sev-
eral cities throughout the 
United States, she even-
tually moved back to her 
hometown of  Niles, where 
she exhibited her works 
and taught classes un-
til her death on January 
16, 1914. She is buried at 
Silverbrook Cemetery in 
Niles with her parents and 
children.

A year after her death, 
Wilson’s work was includ-
ed in an exhibition titled 
“Fiftieth Anniversary of 
the Emancipation of  the 
Negro” during the Lincoln 
Jubilee in Chicago.

ARTIST
From page B1

prevent students from get-
ting an education, Flowers 
said.

“We looked at the best 
way, so that people don’t 
have to go backwards – if  
they have a skill set, we hon-
or the certificate they have, 
and it allows them to move 
forward to get college credits 
that could lead to getting a 
degree,” Flowers said.

So far, M-CAM has ex-
ceeded its original enroll-
ment goals, recording more 
than 2,800 participants since 
it began, LMC’s news re-
lease stated.

As of April 2016, more 
than two-thirds of those stu-
dents who have completed 
an M-CAM program have 
found a job, “and the major-
ity received a wage increase 
over their previous earn-
ings,” the release said.

Whether those numbers 
continue to rise depends on 
the student’s own education-
al path, Flowers said.

“It’s fantastic engagement 
for all the community colleg-
es,” Flowers said. “We may 
not see a huge amount (of 

students), in terms of mov-
ing from school to school, 
but we’ll hopefully see some 
that come in, that have the 
AWS certificate – South 
Bend has lots of welders. 
Hopefully, this’ll draw them 
in, and they can say, ‘I can 
get college credits.’”

That’s why the skills cer-
tificates play such a key role, 
and needed to be covered 
under the agreement, Wolf 
said.

“It’s important, too, for 
employers to recognize 
those skill sets – these are all 
competency-based, so the 
employer knows that that in-
dividual has the proficiency 
to hit the ground running,” 
she said.

LMC has already ap-
plied for funds to continue 
beyond 2017 because it sees 
the transfer agreement as 
one piece of a much larger 
job training picture, Flowers 
said.

“For example, the contin-
uation grant actually has a 
central focus on apprentice-
ships. That’s the next piece. 
For example, if you get a 
student that comes in with 
a machining third-party cer-
tificate, I can say, ‘You’ve got 
four or five classes toward an 

apprenticeship credential al-
ready,’ and it works out well 
for them.”

College officials should 
know if it’s successful by 
month’s end.

“That’s part of the con-
versation we’re continuing 
to have. The whole point of 
the grant is to develop proj-
ects and processes that are 
sustainable to each college,” 
Flowers said. “Our college 
developed new program-
ming – the welding pro-
gram’s new, the mechatronic 
program’s new.”

STUDENTS
From page B1

IN BRIEF
MSU marching band to 
perform at Lakeshore

STEVENSVILLE  — 
The Michigan State Uni-
versity Spartan Marching 
Band will perform at 10 
a.m. Saturday at Lake-
shore High School’s Al 
Stockman Stadium before 
heading on to the Univer-
sity of  Notre Dame, the 
high school reported.

The Spartan football 
team will play Notre Dame 
that night at the South 
Bend campus.

“We’re looking forward 
to getting fired up for the 
game with a sneak peek of 
the band’s halftime show 
and a run-through of  their 
one-of-a-kind pre-game 
entrance,” Principal Brad 
Brunner said in a news re-
lease.

The performance free to 
the public  and  organized 
by the Berrien County 
MSU Alumni Chapter in 
conjunction with Lake-
shore Public Schools, and 
sponsored by the Lake-
shore Excellence Founda-
tion. Concessions will be 
available, with all proceeds 
supporting the Lakeshore 
Lancers High School 
Band.

WMU welcomes  
ITT Tech students

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The Western Michi-
gan University Southwest 
Campus is opening its 
doors for students dis-
placed by last week’s  clo-
sure of  ITT Tech, the 
private vocational college, 
WMU announced.

ITT students can en-
roll at WMU for the fall 
semester while having ap-
plication and late-regis-
tration fees waived. ITT 
had campuses across the 
nation with the nearest 
in Wyoming, Mich., and 
Mishawaka, Ind.

Info meeting set for 
Miss and Mr. Coloma

COLOMA — Young 
women and men interested 
in entering the  Miss and 
Mr. Coloma pageant can 
attend an informational 

meeting at 1 p.m. for Miss 
and at 3 p.m. for Mr. on 
Sunday Sept. 18 at the Co-
loma Township Hall, 4919 
Paw Paw Lake Road, the 
pageants announced.

The meeting will include 
information for the con-
test and  fashion show by 
Memories Bridal & Eve-
ning Wear in Kalamazoo. 
Contestants must be 17-20 
years old and be accompa-
ined to meeting by a par-
ent or guardian.

The Miss and Mr. Colo-
ma pageant will be Jan.  7 
at Lake Michigan College’s 
Mendel Center in Benton 
Township. For more infor-
mation, call Doreen Hess 
468-4020.

Error nixes recount on 
election won by 1 vote

GIRARD TOWNSHIP 
(AP) — In one southern 
Michigan community, one 
vote made a difference — 
and a technical error in-
volving ballot container 
seals sealed the deal.

WTVB-AM and The 
Daily Reporter of  Cold-
water report Girard Town-
ship Trustee Philip Ac-
Moody sought a recount 
after losing the Aug. 2  
supervisor race to incum-
bent Gene Easterday. 
Easterday won by a vote 
of  198-197.

However, Branch Coun-
ty officials this week nixed 
a recount. Metal cans stor-
ing ballots had bottom 
seals that weren’t recorded 
and changed after each 
election, as those on the 
top were to verify the seal 
numbers are properly re-
corded in a poll book.

Election rules say all 
seals must be recorded and 
tagged.

Most precincts use bal-
lot bags requiring only one 
seal and tag to close and 
certify. County officials 
recommend them to town-
ship officials.

U-M aims for safe, 
urine-based fertilizer 

ANN ARBOR (AP) — 
Special toilets are coming 
to University of  Michigan 
as part of  a large project 

researching the conversion 
of  human urine into fertil-
izer.

Officials say engineering 
researchers at the Ann Ar-
bor school are leading the 
effort that just received a 
$3 million grant from the 
National Science Founda-
tion. The project is billed 
as the nation’s largest pro-
gram examining the tech-
nological requirements 
and social attitudes related 
to urine-based fertilizers.

The grant builds on 
work started in 2014 to 
remove bacteria, viruses 
and residual pharmaceu-
ticals from urine to make 
fertilizer. Researchers say 
deriving fertilizer from nu-
trient-rich urine could save 
money and reduce pollu-
tion.

The university’s toilets, 
opening this fall in the 
G.G. Brown building, will 
route urine to a tank for 
treatment. The resulting 
fertilizer will be used at 
Matthaei Botanical Gar-
dens.

New campaign  
warns against buying 
alcohol for minors

DETROIT (AP) — Sec-
retary of  State Ruth John-
son and other Michigan 
officials are warning of  the 
consequences of  buying 
alcohol for minors.

The “21 to Buy, Not Sup-
ply” marketing campaign, 
which targets college stu-
dents, was launched this 
week at an event at Wayne 
State University in De-
troit.

Johnson says “there is 
too much risk” for people 
who turn 21 and are asked 
to buy alcohol for their 
friends.

Providing alcohol to a 
minor can bring a $1,000 
fine, up to 90 days in jail 
and legal fees of  $5,000 or 
more. The coalition says 
other consequences can in-
clude lost wages, forfeited 
scholarships and even ex-
pulsion from college.

The marketing cam-
paign will last for a year 
and be visible at Secretary 
of  State offices, grocery 
stores and other places.
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