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A boat cruises down the St. Joseph River on Tuesday afternoon. Boat slip owners at Pier 1000 are asking that the no-wake zone be moved upriver to get 
operators to slow down sooner as they approach the marina. St. Joseph city and township officials will decide whether to forward the request to the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources.

ST. JOSEPH — A group of 
boat owners along the St. Joseph 
River are asking that the no-wake 
zone be moved upriver to keep 
other boaters from speeding past 
their marina.

The St. Joseph City Commis-
sion on Monday heard the re-
quest to have a public hearing on 
the issue and whether to ask the 
Michigan Department of Natu-
ral Resources to weigh in. But the 
area in question takes in prop-
erty in the city and in St. Joseph 
Township, and each municipality 
is required to hold hearings.

The township has scheduled its 
meeting for Oct. 3.

City commissioners decided 
to wait to see what township of-
ficials decide before advertising 
their own hearing, which requires 

a 10-day notice to property own-
ers. If  the township does approve 
the no-wake zone request, St. Jo-
seph will schedule its hearing for 
Oct. 24.

Robert Kincaid, with the Riv-
erview Marina Condominium 
Association, submitted a petition 
with signatures of 62 boaters, rep-
resenting 32 slips, asking that the 
no-wake zone buoys be moved 
176 yards upriver, to the tip of the 
island crossed by Blackhawk Trail 
in St. Joseph Township.

Kincaid said in a letter to the 
city that residents are seeing in-

creased boat traffic on the river, 
and that new boat owners don’t 
understand the laws. The no-
wake buoys are now at the mouth 
of the channel between Marina 
Island and the Riverview con-
dos, next to  Pier 1000 Marina. 
Kincaid explained that boat own-
ers are required to power down 
before  they reach the buoys, but 
many do not start to slow down 
until after they reach the markers.

Kincaid, reached by phone, 
said boats go by at 20 to 30 miles 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Dock owners ask for no-wake 
zone to be extended on SJ river

Victim 
said she 
was shot 
for no 
reason

ST. JOSEPH — With a bul-
let lodged in her spine, Dontae 
Henderson on Tuesday faced 
the man she says shot her Sept. 
11.

Henderson, 37, of Benton 
Harbor testified in the pre-
liminary hearing for Timothy 
Young Jr., 53, also of Benton 
Harbor. Young is charged with 
two counts of assault with in-
tent to murder, two counts of 
felony firearms and one count 
of receiving and concealing a 
weapon. 

Police and prosecutors al-
lege Young shot and injured 
Henderson and her cousin, 
Jeanie Yarbrough-Patton, 38, 
at about 1 a.m. Sept. 11 outside 
Young’s house at 925 N. Wells 
St. in Benton Township. Yar-
bough-Patton lives next door, 
and Henderson was visiting her 
that day.

Under questioning by Ber-
rien Assistant Prosecutor Jef-
frey Taylor, Henderson told 
Berrien County Trial Court 
Judge Dennis Willey that 
Young shot her cousin in the 
hip and shot her in the chest 
area. She said the bullet went 
through her chest and lodged 
in her spine. She said doctors 
have told her its removal would 
come with risk of paralysis or 
death.

Henderson said she and 
Yarbrough-Patton were out-
side cleaning up from a me-
morial service they’d had ear-
lier for another cousin when 
Yarbrough-Patton and a man 
Henderson did not know start-
ed arguing in front of Young’s 
house. She said Young sent his 
girlfriend inside to get some 
cigarettes.

“She told him there weren’t 
any cigarettes. He went in the 
house. He got a gun. He came 
back out and shot us, for no 
reason.” Henderson told the 
court.

“I guess he was drunk and 
wanted to kill somebody.”

Under cross-examination by 
Smith’s lawyer, Rodney Fuller, 
Fuller asked Henderson what 
became of the man who she’d 
seen arguing with her cousin. 

“I don’t know. He was no 
where around,” she said.

Benton Township Police Pa-
trolman Evan Smith testified 
that he responded to a call that 
two women had been shot at 
825 North Wells St. He said 
while he tended to the victims, 
other police officers searched 
the yard and found a revolver 
behind a shed. The gun, which 
police believe was used in the 
shootings, was found to have 
been stolen  in  Niles, Smith 
said. He said the nine-shot re-
volver had four shots spent and 
five remaining.

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Woman with bullet 
lodged in spine testifies 
in prelim for BH man

Be Healthy Berrien taking 
community food survey

A community survey on buy-
ing healthy food is being con-
ducted by Be Healthy Berrien, 
an organization working to im-
prove access to nutritious, locally 
grown foods as a way to reduce 
obesity and other illnesses.

The survey is a follow-up to 
a food summit in May that dis-
cussed the availability of freshly 
produced foods and the barriers 
for residents in obtaining those 
foods, said Heather Cole, director 
of Be Healthy Berrien, which in-
cludes United Way of South-
west Michigan; Berrien County 
Health Department; Lakeland 
Health; Southwest Michigan 
Planning Commission; and the 
YMCAs of St. Joseph-Benton 
Harbor and Niles-Buchanan.

Cole said the survey results will 
be included in a report that will 
incorporate information from 
farmers, producers, retailers and 
consumers, as well as health and 
census data. That report will be 

completed early next year and 
released at the next food summit 
in May.

The survey asks questions on 
whether residents have access to 
fresh fruits, vegetables and other 
products, where they shop and 
barriers to reaching stores with 
fresh foods, such as lack of trans-
portation.

The survey is available through 
an online link at https://www.sur-
veymonkey.com/r/RFRVSWR. 
Paper copies are available at the 
United Way office at 2015 Lakev-
iew Ave., St. Joseph; and at the 
Berrien County Health Depart-
ment WIC office on Napier Av-
enue. Completed surveys can be 
dropped off at the United Way 
office by Oct. 17.

Food for thought
The May food summit was 

conducted Cole, Nicki Britten 
from the health department, and 
Garth Woodruff, manager of the 
Andrews University student gar-
den and mobile farm market.

They showed that Berrien 

County is bursting with agricul-
tural activity, but many of its 
residents don’t reap the benefits.

Berrien County has 1,063 
farms, well above the average of 
281 for Michigan counties, cov-
ering 156,000 acres. Forty-six 
percent of the county’s land is 
used for farms, far outstripping 
the 10.5 percent average for other 
counties.

Agriculture accounted for 
$161.5 million in revenue in 
2012, a $25 million increase since 
2007. Vegetables, fruits and tree 
nuts and dairy make up most of 
that output.

Along with the farms, Berrien 
has 49 food processing plants, 24 
food warehouses, three cold stor-
age facilities and 39 meat pro-
cessing plants.

What’s on the table?
Berrien has 0.26 grocery stores 

per 1,000 residents, but 0.64 fast 
food restaurants (around 100 
for the population of 155,000). 
It has only nine farm markets, 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Speeding boaters  
causing damage, 
injuries, residents say

SJ State of the City address  

highlights activity in past year
Local, A3

And then 
there were 20

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The search for Lake Michigan 
College’s new president is under-
way with 20 applicants already 
expressing interest in the job.

That was the word Tuesday 
from the Pauly Group’s president, 
Angela Provart, whose firm is 
coordinating the search with the 
LMC Board – which is working 
on a Nov. 7 application deadline 
or until the job is filled.

The 20 applications represent 
about  half the final candidate 
pool that Provart’s firm will help 
the college whittle down, now that 
the job’s posted, she said.

“I would guess that we’ll have 
between 50 and 60 applications in 
total. At this point, our goal is to 
have the best applicant pool that 
we can,” Provart said.

Provart’s comments followed 
a brief presentation that she 
gave during Tuesday’s meeting at 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

See NO-WAKE, page A8

See SURVEY, page A8 See VICTIM, page A8

And even more expected 
to seek LMC presidency

See LMC, page A8
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .69º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .48º
Record High . . . . . . 92º in 1998
Record Low . . . . . . 23º in 1989
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 3.35"
Normal month to date. . . . 3.80"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 32.34"
Normal year to date . . . . 27.57"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:41 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:14 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:35 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with an 80% chance of 
showers, high temperature of 61º, 
humidity of 94%. North wind 5 to 
10 mph. Expect mostly cloudy 
skies tonight with a 60% chance 
of showers, overnight low of 53º. 
Northeast wind 5 to 10 mph.

Today, NW wind 10 to 13 kt becoming NE in the afternoon. 
Showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm. A chance of 
waterspouts, mainly before 1pm. Waves around 3 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Thursday

Few Showers
67º / 55º

Friday

Showers Likely
66º / 54º

Saturday

Few Showers
68º / 53º

Sunday

Partly Cloudy
69º / 52º

Today

Showers Likely
61º

Tonight

Showers Likely
53º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy today with scattered showers, 
highs in the 50s and 60s. Northeast wind 15 to 20 mph. Thursday, 
skies will be mostly sunny with highs in the 60s.

Expect partly cloudy to cloudy skies today with scattered showers, 
highs in the 60s. East wind 6 mph. Partly cloudy to cloudy skies will 
continue Thursday with scattered showers.

What is known as a 
gustnado? ?

Answer: A smaller and weaker 
tornado.

New
9/30

First
10/9

Full
10/16

Last
10/22

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 28
Main Offender ................Ozone

Forecast map for Sept. 28, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

Students aren’t the only ones 
who compete when St. Joseph 
and Benton Harbor high school 
teams clash each fall on the foot-
field field.

The two cities’ mayors root 
for their home teams in the 
hopes of keeping – or winning 
back – a coveted prize. The tro-
phy is a wall plaque with small, 
engraved brass plates to denote 
the winner and score of each 
game.

Former Benton Harbor May-
or Wilce Cooke said he and for-
mer St. Joseph Mayor Franklin 
Smith started the tradition “to 
instill a little pride and camara-
derie in the two cities.”

35 years ago – 1981
Business is ballooning for 

Wynn Graham and Ann Murphy.
Since St. Patrick’s Day, they’ve 

operated Balloons and Baga-
telles. For $11.49 they’ll deliver 
a bouquet of a dozen 11-inch, 
helium-filled balloons anywhere 
in the Twin Cities. For a dollar 
more, they deliver to outlying 
communities.

They operate the business 
from Mrs. Graham’s home, and 
work part-time, averaging 10 de-
liveries a week.

50 years ago – 1966
A total of 13 off-campus 

courses will be offered in this 
four-county area by Western 
Michigan university this fall. 
Classes start next week. Tuition 
is $20 per semester hour and is 
payable at time of enrollment. 
Registration takes place at the 
first class meeting.

Today is Wednesday, Sept. 28, 
the 272nd day of 2016. There 
are 94 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Sept. 28, 1066, William 

the Conqueror invaded England 
to claim the English throne.

On this date:
In 1787, the Congress of the 

Confederation voted to send the 
just-completed Constitution of 
the United States to state legis-
latures for their approval.

In 1850, flogging was abol-
ished as a form of punishment 
in the U.S. Navy.

In 1928, Scottish medical re-
searcher Alexander Fleming 
discovered penicillin, the first 
effective antibiotic.

In 1939, during World War II, 
Nazi Germany and the Soviet 
Union signed a treaty calling 
for the partitioning of Poland, 
which the two countries had in-
vaded.

In 1958, voters in the African 
country of Guinea overwhelm-
ingly favored independence 
from France.

In 1967, Walter E. Washing-
ton was sworn in as the first 
mayor-commissioner of the 
District of Columbia.

In 1976, Muhammad Ali kept his 
world heavyweight boxing cham-
pionship with aclose 15-round 
decision over Ken Norton at New 
York’s Yankee Stadium.

In 1991, jazz great Miles Da-
vis died in Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia, at age 65.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

an hour, creating two to 
three-foot wakes that rock 
docked boats and the docks. 
This also adds to erosion at 
seawalls, he said.

This has resulted in dam-
age to piers and seawalls, 
and to boats, Kincaid re-
ported, with one incident 
causing $15,000 in damage 
to a boat, as well as some 
minor injuries.

Kincaid said residents 
have reported the prob-
lem to the sheriff ’s de-
partment, and they realize 
deputies can’t always be on 
hand. He said nine tickets 
have been issued since of-
ficers were alerted, with six 
of  those written July 2. He 
estimated that if  deputies 
would have been on the 

scene all day, another 40 
tickets could have been is-
sued to speeding boaters.

He said  slip owners on 
Marina Island favor the 
change.

This isn’t the first time 
slip owners have attempt-
ed to distance themselves 
from speeding craft. In 
1997 residents requested 
that the no-wake zone be 
extended to the Napier Av-
enue bridge, but the Michi-
gan DNR rejected that re-
quest.

St. Joseph City Manager 
John Hodgson said the new 
request is only one-seventh 
as far upriver as the previ-
ous recommendation.

If  the DNR gives the 
green light to the change, 
the local municipalities will 
have 60 days to act on it.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

Smith said that Young 
was arrested, though he 
told police he hadn’t shot 
anyone. He said there had 

been  a disagreement be-
tween Yarbrough-Patton 
and an unidentified man 
outside his house.

After calling two wit-
nesses, Taylor asked for the 
evidentiary hearing to be 
adjourned  to another day. 

He said Yarbrough-Patton 
was supposed to testify but 
she was at the hospital be-
ing treated for an infection 
from her gunshot wound. 
Taylor said her testimony 
is important to the case.

“I think that is good 

cause for an adjourn-
ment,” Wiley said. He told 
the lawyers he will resume 
the case Thursday morn-
ing, if  Yarbrough-Patton 
is available by then.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

according to information 
provided at the summit.

Some residents have dif-
ficulty getting to stores 
with fresh foods, and live 
in “food deserts,”  where 
a grocery store with 
fresh food is more than  a 
mile  away.  In America, 
26.5 million people live in 
these food deserts. Several 
of these zones dot Ber-

rien County, and Benton 
Harbor has more than one 
food desert.

Sixty percent of Benton 
Harbor households do not 
have access to a car, and 
less than 1 percent of the 
city’s $35 million spent an-
nually on food goes to lo-
cal farmers and businesses.

The result, food advo-
cates say, is that 32 percent 
of Berrien County adults, 
and 13 percent of children, 
are obese, contributing to 
such illnesses as diabetes, 

heart disease and high 
blood pressure.

Be Healthy Berrien 
has made attempts to get 
fresh foods to low-income 
residents, with the Benton 
Harbor farmers market 
and the mobile market.

Woodruff, from Andrews 
University, reported that 
about three-quarters of the 
customers for the mobile 
market in 2015 said they 
were eating less than the 
recommended amounts of 
fruits and vegetables.

Almost all customers 
said they were eating more 
fruits and vegetables be-
cause of the availability of 
the mobile market, and all 
those surveyed said they 
would continue to patron-
ize the market.

More information is 
available at  www.Be-
HealthyBerrien.org, in-
cluding a list and maps of 
locations to purchase lo-
cally grown foods.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

NO-WAKE
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SURVEY
From page A1

VICTIM
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LMC’s South Haven cam-
pus.

Word has definitely gotten 
out, Provart told the board, 
which decided to wait until 
the 2016-17 academic year 
kicked off before it posted 
the job – in hopes of widen-
ing its potential choices.

“I’m anticipating a very 
strong applicant pool. I 
know you’ve already had 
potential applicants look-
ing up information on your 
campus,” she said.

The board is seeking a 
successor for Jennifer Spiel-
vogel, whom it fired at a 
public hearing in May 5, 
after three months on the 
job, citing allegations of 
unauthorized spending, and 
unprofessional behavior.

Former President Bob 
Harrison then returned to 
the job from which he’d re-
tired in December 2015. He’s 
serving as president emeri-
tus/acting CEO, for which 
the board is paying him 
$5,000 per month – until it 
finds a permanent successor.

LMC Board Chairman 
Mary Jo Tomasini hopes 
to see the field further nar-
rowed to 10 semi-finalists, 
from which the board could 
choose three or four finalists 
to interview.

The college hopes to sit 
down with its finalists in 
November, and get its top 
candidate in place by Janu-
ary 2017, though it hasn’t 
ruled out going into the ear-
ly part of next year if events 
dictate.

Tomasini, Vice President 
Michael Lindley and Secre-
tary Debra Johnson are the 
three board representatives 
on the committee work-

ing with the Pauly Group 
to find Harrison’s replace-
ment.

The committee, which 
also includes faculty mem-
bers, employees and com-
munity representatives, was 
supposed to hold its first 
meeting Monday.

Asked what the college is 
doing differently this time 
around, Tomasini cited two 
factors.

“First, we’ve hired a dif-
ferent search firm,” Toma-
sini said. “This firm spe-
cifically has experience with 
community and technical 
colleges. The other thing 
that’s different is that we’re 
using different testing tools. 
Whirlpool has agreed to let 
us their leadership evalu-
ation tools, when we get 
down to our finalists. Whirl-
pool is supporting our effort 
with an in-kind donation.”

The search committee 
will work closely with Pr-
ovart throughout the pro-
cess, which should help 
in weeding out unsuitable 
candidates – or the “walk-
ing wounded,” as Tomasini 
referred to them a couple 
months ago.

That’s where someone 
with Provart’s experience 
will make a difference, To-
masini said.

“Angela’s firm is very ex-
perienced with that. She 
will know who the ‘walk-
ing wounded’ are because 
they’ll have circulated sever-
al times. She’s got a list, and 
she’s familiar with those 
folks. She’ll be culling the 
herd, so to speak,” she said.

Spielvogel has since sued 
the college for breach of 
contract, claiming that the 
board micromanaged her, 
and undercut her authority. 
No court date has been set 
yet.

LMC
From page A1Idaho county launches ‘food 

truck’ polls for early voting
BOISE, Idaho — Idaho 

election workers say it’s no 
longer enough to encour-
age people to get out to the 
polls. Instead, they say, it’s 
time to bring the polls to the 
people.

In the state’s most popu-
lous Ada County, Chief 
Deputy Clerk Phil Mc-
Grane designed food truck-
inspired voting stations to 
entice voters to cast ballots 
early for the general elec-
tion.

Voters who head to the 
voting trailers, he said, also 
have the advantage of not 
having to figure out where 
their regular polling place is 
located.

Since fixed voting loca-
tions must meet multiple 
requirements, McGrane 
figured it would be a good 
idea to make early polling 
stations mobile and asked, 
“Why can’t we just build our 
own?”

The new voting trailers 
he unveiled Tuesday are 
brightly painted red, white 
and blue with images of a 
friendly cartoonish Uncle 
Sam and “I voted” splashed 
on all sides. Each one cost 
about $50,000.

McGrane said he was 
unaware of any other U.S. 
county or state mounting a 
similar effort to get out the 
vote.

“We typically hear of ef-
forts making it harder for 

people to vote,” said Leo 
Morales, executive director 
of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Idaho. “So 
the fact that this county is 
making it more accessible is 
commendable.”

He described the effort as 
unique and hoped that the 
trailers would make stops to 
lure voters in areas that typi-
cally have low turnout.

Starting in October, the 
four trailers will spend the 
three weeks leading up to 
the November election be-
ing hauled around to towns 
and cities in Ada County 
so residents can vote early 
without having to go to 
their designated precincts.

Poll workers will use 
previous voting data to de-
termine the best locations 
to park and attract high 

concentrations of voters, 
including spots near major 
employers and hospitals. 
On election day, the trailers 
will be kept ready for duty 
as emergency backup poll-
ing places if needed.

County clerks across the 
state are expecting record 
voter turnout numbers in 
November. That means 
some may have to wait 
hours to cast ballots. And in 
Idaho, about 74 percent of 
the state’s registered voters 
voted in the 2012 presiden-
tial election.

Promoting early voting 
helps make voting easier for 
citizens and reduces stress 
for election workers, Mc-
Grane said.

Idaho and 36 other U.S. 
states offer various ways to 
vote early, according to the 

National Conference of 
State Legislatures.

Critics say making early 
voting easier and more 
convenient could lead to 
more fraud. But supporters 
counter that early voting in-
creases turnout, particularly 
among minorities.

Boise resident Kristi 
Poole updated her voter reg-
istration paperwork at one 
of the new trailers Tuesday, 
saying the effort is an effec-
tive way to ensure citizen 
voting access.

“Any way we can make it 
easier for people to register 
and cast their vote is a good 
idea,” said Poole.

McGrane said he hoped 
the voting trailer experi-
ment will convince other 
Idaho counties to mount 
similar efforts.

By KIMBERLEE KRUESI 
Associated Press

Idaho voters head 
to a new food 
truck-inspired 
voting unit in 
Boise, Idaho on 
Tuesday. The 
four new trailers 
will be parked 
throughout the 
state’s most 
populated county 
in the three 
weeks leading up 
to the November 
election and 
allow Idahoans 
to vote early 
without going to 
their designated 
precinct.
Kimberlee Kruesi / AP


