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IN BRIEF
Disability Network  
sets ‘Concussion’ 
discussion

ST. JOSEPH — Dis-
ability Network South-
west Michigan will host 
a screening of the movie 
“Concussion” and a dis-
cussion afterward noon-
2:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 
27, at 2900 Lakeview 
Ave.  St. Joseph, the net-
work announced.

A light lunch will be 
provided. The event is free 
but advance registration 
is requested, to Joanne at 
johnsonj@dnswm.org or 
call 982-7761.

In the movie “Concus-
sion,” while conducting an 
autopsy on former NFL 
football player, forensic 
pathologist Dr. Bennet 
Omalu (played by Will 
Smith) discovers neuro-
logical deterioration that 
is similar to Alzheimer’s 
disease. As other athletes 
face the same diagnosis, 
the crusading doctor em-
barks on a mission to raise 
public awareness about the 
dangers of football-related 
head trauma.

The movie will be shown 
with open captions, and 
a hearing loop is avail-
able during discussion. 
Let Joanne  know if you 
need other accommoda-
tions to participate.  This 
is a fragrance-free environ-
ment. Please do not wear 
perfume, cologne or other 
scented products to these 
events.

SJ Law Enforcement 
Torch Run Monday

ST. JOSEPH — The 
St. Joseph Law Enforce-
ment  Community Torch 
Run, benefiting Special 
Olympics, will be Monday, 
starting at the Howard 
Band Shell AT  the corner 
of Lake Boulevard and 
Port Street, organizers an-
nounced.

Registration will begin 
at 10 a.m. and the run will 
start at 11. The registration 
fee of $25 includes a LETR 
Run Shirt.

Community members 
are invited to run with law 
enforcement and correc-
tions personnel while rais-
ing money and awareness 
for the athletes of Special 
Olympics Michigan. Thir-
ty-three runs are planned 

between Sept. 10-16.
The Law Enforcement 

Torch Run is the single 
largest grassroots fundrais-
ing effort for Special Olym-
pics International. Michi-
gan’s Law Enforcement 
Torch Run program raises 
funds over 23,000 athletes 
who participate in Special 
Olympics Michigan. The 
two main goals of the Law 
Enforcement Torch Run 
are raise funds and to create 
awareness for the athletes 
who participate in Special 
Olympics Michigan.

To register, visit http://
www.f i r s tg iv ing .com/ 
miletr/.

LMC recognized for 
veteran services

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — Lake Michigan 
College has been desig-
nated a gold-level Veteran-
Friendly School by the 
Michigan Veterans Affairs 
Agency, the college an-
nounced. LMC is the only 
college in the area to earn 
the recognition.

The gold status award 
was granted based on fac-
tors, including LMC’s 
veteran-specific advising, 
career services and priority 
class registration, the em-
ployment of a full-time vet-
eran specialist, opportuni-
ties to receive college credit 
for military experience and 
the Liberty Hall Veterans’ 
Lounge.

Liberty Hall is accessed 
by a special key code pro-
vided only to student vet-
erans and features a study 
area with computers and a 
printer, a television and a 
kitchenette.  Financial as-
sistance is also available 
to veterans and their de-
pendents through a Veter-
ans Education Assistance 
Fund sponsored by Ameri-
can Electric Power and the 
Cook Nuclear Plant.

In fall 2015, 153 veterans, 
active military reservists 
and Chapter 35 dependents 
were enrolled at LMC in 
programs including sociol-
ogy, psychology, business, 
health care, skilled trades 
and law enforcement.

More information about 
LMC’s veterans’ services 
is online at lakemichi-
gancollege.edu/veterans. 
Contact Admissions at 
admissions@lakemichigan 
college.edu or 927-8626.

Throughout July, Bock 
would give people 20 per-
cent off purchased items 
for setting a lure at one of 
the Pokestops. A lure is an 
item users can set that at-
tracts more Pokemon to a 
certain area.

He also gave a 10 percent 
discount to anybody who 
was playing while in his 
store.

“We bought some Poke-
mon buttons and stickers 
that kids could buy for pur-

chase,” Bock said. “It was 
cool because the kids would 
bring their parents in and 
save money in the process. 
We had people come in who 
have never been before. We 
encouraged the game and 
allowed people to benefit 
from it.”

At 219 State St., I Love 
St. Joe put out mannequins 
that wore Pokemon Go 
shirts.

Keren Morhaim, man-
ager of I Love St. Joe, said 
the shirts have become a 
coveted item since the store 
began offering them in July. 
She said they got the idea 

to sell them based on how 
many people came into 
their store trying to catch 
Pokemon.

“They’ve been selling 
pretty well. People of all 
ages have been buying 
them. There have been kids 
and grandmas,” Morhaim 
said. “We tend to put the 
stuff that sells the most out 
front.”

Whitney Behnke, execu-
tive director of St. Joseph 
Today, has noticed people 
walking around with their 
phones in hand.

She said it’s not just been 
kids, but their parents as 

well. At St. Joseph Today’s 
welcome center, Behnke 
said they get questions 
from users of the mobile 
app.

“I was shown how to 
play it so I could talk to 
them about it,” she said. 
“We have seen more people 
downtown this year. I don’t 
know if it’s because of the 
game or what, but you no-
tice them walking around 
with their phones up.

“It helps that the down-
town has a lot of Pokestops. 
There’s too many to count. 
It’s on every corner of every 
block.”

POKEMON
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township was simultane-
ously reduced in January 
when Nelson’s contract was 

reworked.
His work hours were low-

ered from five to one day 
per week with a reduction in 
annual salary from $57,000 
to $28,000. Piontek was 
attached to the township 

through December 2018.
Piontek  started working 

for the township as a con-
troller in 1975. After he re-
tired in 2010, Piontek came 
back as a superintendent in 
2013.

“Elden’s been here since 
I was 4,” White joked Tues-
day. “He’s been very impor-
tant to the township and 
we’ll miss him.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

NELSON
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Also Tuesday, the coun-
cil agreed to name proper-
ty owned by Tigmaster at 
9283 First St. as an indus-
trial development district.

Outside the meeting, 
Cathy Tilly of  Cornerstone 
Alliance said the company 
wanted the designation 
“for potential growth.” 
Council  Trustee  Larry 
Nye said the designation 
qualifies companies to ap-
ply for property tax breaks 

on improvements.
Tigmaster Controller 

Ed Engelkemier said the 
metal fabrication compa-
ny has 47 employees.

In other matters, the 
council agreed to accept 
an audit of  its financial 
books for fiscal 2015-16.

“You’re in good shape,” 
Aaron Stevens, a certi-
fied public accountant 
with Abraham & Gaff-
ney, told the council. Vil-
lages should have enough 
reserves to operate for at 
least two months without 
any income, and Baroda 

has $305,000, enough “to 
function almost a full year 
without added revenues,” 
he said.

The council agreed to 
amend the village ordi-
nance that covers rummage 
and garage sales. Nye said 
the only change is that 
off-site signs must now be 
removed by the end of the 
day on the sale’s last day.

Scott and Erin Kuhl 
told the council the vil-
lage inspector said he’d re-
ceived a complaint about 
their pet pot-bellied pig. 
Scott Kuhl said the 2-foot 

pig is a registered emo-
tional support animal for 
him, and it “sleeps with 
the kids.”

Erin Kuhl said the pig 
is “like a dog,” but “better 
behaved.”

Nye said village ordi-
nances forbid keeping 
farm animals, but added 
he’ll check with the vil-
lage’s lawyer and council 
President Bob Getz to see 
whether anything can be 
done.

The council met on 
Tuesday as Monday was 
the Labor Day holiday.
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South Haven plans to get 
tough on fireworks scofflaws

SOUTH HAVEN — 
South Haven plans to in-
crease fines for people who 
don’t follow the rules regard-
ing fireworks.

The city uses the fire-
works regulations set by the 
state, which only allow for 
fireworks to be ignited the 
day before, of and after the 
dozen holidays recognized 
by the state.

It also bans fireworks 
from being ignited between 
1 and 8 a.m. on those days 

when fireworks are allowed.
As a way to discourage 

fireworks law-breaking, the 
city plans to increase the 
first-offense fine from $50 to 
$100. Second-offense fines 
will go from $100 to $250, 
and fines for third and sub-
sequent offenses will go from 
$250 to $500.

The City Council on Tues-
day night took the first of 
two required steps to ap-
prove the increased fines. Fi-
nal action is expected at the 
council’s Sept. 19 meeting, 
City Manager Brian Dissette 
said.

The council voted for  a 
resolution urging state leg-
islators to repeal the cur-
rent fireworks regulations to 
which the city must adhere.

The resolution asks that 
if the current regulations 
are not repealed, small cit-
ies such as South Haven 
should at least be given more 
control over local fireworks 
regulations.

In other matters, the coun-
cil voted to introduce an or-
dinance that would make 
it illegal to keep animals in 
vehicles if heat, cold or other 
conditions may cause po-

tential harm or death to the 
animals.

The proposed ordinance 
would allow police to rescue 
animals in such cases, and 
fine their owners. Dissette 
said the city had an incident 
earlier this year in which a 
dog had to get veterinary 
treatment after being found 
in a hot van.

The ordinance would al-
low for fines of $100 or $500, 
depending on the severity of 
the incident.

Final action on the ordi-
nance is expected at the Sept. 
19 meeting.

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

SMC makes offer to ITT students
The for-profit college 

chain ITT Technical Insti-
tute is shutting down all 130 
of its U.S. campuses, saying 
Tuesday it can’t survive re-
cent sanctions by the U.S. 
Department of Education.

Meanwhile, Southwestern 
Michigan College says it will 
welcome ITT students from 
the  company’s  South Bend/
Mishawaka, Ind., campus.

“SMC has reached out 
to ITT Tech to determine 
what courses would be of 
the most benefit to students 
looking to complete a de-
gree,” the college announced 
Tuesday. There will be a 5-7 

p.m. Sept. 14 open house at 
SMC’s Niles campus.

SMC is further  offering 
“mid-semester” course sec-
tions starting in October and 
through the winter on its 
Niles Campus. 

In a letter to more than 
35,000 students, the Indi-
ana-based parent company 
ITT Educational Services 
announced campuses won’t 
open for the fall term, 
which was scheduled to begin 
Sept. 12 –  leaving students 
scrambling for last-minute 
options because  many U.S. 
colleges already have start-
ed fall classes. ITT also cut 
more than 8,000 jobs imme-
diately.

The chain was banned 

Aug. 25 from enrolling new 
students who used federal 
financial aid because, Edu-
cation Department officials 
said, the company had be-
come a risk to students and 
taxpayers. The department 
ordered ITT to pay $152 
million within 30 days to 
help cover student refunds 
and other liabilities if the 
chain closed.

Days before those sanc-
tions were announced, ITT’s 
accreditor reported the 
chain had failed to meet sev-
eral basic standards and was 
unlikely to comply in the fu-
ture. It had also been inves-
tigated by state and federal 
authorities who accused ITT 
of pushing students into 

risky loans and of mislead-
ing students about the qual-
ity of programs.

ITT Educational Services 
CEO Kevin Modany told 
reporters on a conference 
call Tuesday that ITT was 
the victim of a “regulatory 
assault” and never had the 
chance to defend itself.

“For what appears to 
be political reasons, there 
seemed to be an outcome in 
mind that was going to be 
forced here,” Modany said.

Department Undersecre-
tary Ted Mitchell, however, 
said ITT never made a for-
mal proposal, and that the 
department’s “informal con-
versations” with potential 
buyers had failed.
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Joker is a 3 month old male Lab mix. He and 
his sister Ivy are looking for responsible, 

loving owners! They are just a few of the many 
puppies available for adoption right now. 

Come take your pick!

269-429-8911
countrycarpetshoppe.net

Joker

Run or walk a combined course of grass, 
trails and streets in and around the Lake 
Michigan College Napier Campus.  
 

Participants registered by September 1 are 
guaranteed to receive a short sleeve t-shirt.  
All participants will enjoy refreshments and 
entry into random drawing for door prizes.   

REGISTER ONLINE AT: 
https://www.raceplanner.com/registratio
ninfo/event/berriencountystrong5k 
 
OR, SCAN THIS CODE: 
 

 Questions? Call  
269-876-0710 or email 
racers@swmiracers.org 

Sunday September 11, 2016 
Lake Michigan College 
2755 E Napier Avenue (Lot B)  
Benton Harbor, MI 49022 
1:00 pm  Same Day Registration 
2:00 pm  RUN / WALK Start    

This event is in memory 
of  Berrien County Court 
Officers Ron Kienzle and 
Joe Zangaro, who lost 
their lives July 11 while 
serving and protecting 
the citizens of Berrien 
County. 

Proceeds benefit the Berrien County Sheriff's Department to fund the purchase of higher-grade 
protective vests and more secure gun holsters for county officers. 


