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It was a two-track debate. At 
times, it was the setting for a 

detailed argument over serious 
issues in which Hillary Clinton 
and Donald Trump offered vot-
ers a relatively straightforward 
clash of progressive and conser-
vative perspectives.

But this is 2016, and eventu-
ally the third and fi nal debate 
on Wednesday 
reached the fun-
damental issue 
of the campaign: 
whether Trump is 
fi t to be president. 
Despite her sub-
stantial lead in the 
polls, Clinton did 
not hang back, as 
many predicted 
she would. Instead, she pressed 
Trump sharply on the entire cat-
alogue of his shortcomings, ac-
cusing him of being a “puppet” 
of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and denouncing his treat-
ment of women, his mocking a 
disabled reporter and his habit 
of saying that any contest he los-
es is “rigged” against him.

And she clearly signaled one 
of the closing themes of her 
campaign when she declared that 
Trump had shown “a pattern 
of divisiveness, of a very dark 
and ... dangerous vision for our 
country.” The election, she said, 
was about “what kind of country 
are we going to be.”

Trump drew from his own ar-
senal of favored attacks on Clin-
ton, from the work of the Clin-
ton Foundation to her use of a 
private email server and her role 
in the Obama administration’s 
foreign policy. “She been proven 
to be a liar,” Trump said.

Had the exchanges come down 
to an ideological fi ght and simple 
tit-for-tat, fi re and counterfi re, it 
might have constituted a kind of 
victory for Trump, given his poll-
ing defi cit and his gaffes and lies 
in his earlier debate performanc-
es. But as the debate wore on, 
Trump once again left behind 
moments that will only reinforce 
the doubts many voters already 
have about him.

Repeatedly, he refused to dis-
own Putin, and he once again 
praised him relative to both Clin-
ton and President Obama. “She 
doesn’t like Putin because Putin 
has outsmarted her at every step 
of the way,” he said.

He did himself no good when 
he accused the nine women who 
have said he groped and accosted 
them of being liars, motivated by 
a desire for fame.

And again and again, when 
Clinton repeated things that 
Trump had actually said, he sim-
ply denied saying them, provid-
ing fact-checkers with another 
rich Trumpian trove.

From the start, Chris Wal-
lace, the moderator in Las Vegas, 

tried to press Clinton and Trump 
on a series of specifi c issues – 
what sort of justices they would 
nominate, how they viewed the 
Constitution, where they stood 
on abortion rights and gun con-
trol. In each case, they stressed 
themes congenial to their core 
constituencies.

Clinton strongly endorsed 
Roe v. Wade, sharply attacked 
the Citizens United decision that 
undercut campaign fi nance re-
strictions and stressed that she 
wanted justices who would stand 
with ordinary citizens against the 
wealthy and the powerful.

Trump began with his com-
mitment to the Second Amend-
ment and gun rights and kept 
coming back to the issue. Al-
though Wallace pressed him re-
peatedly, Trump refused to say 
if he wanted Roe overturned, 
though he predicted that because 
his Supreme Court appointees 
would be “pro-life,” Roe would 
fall. Although Trump no doubt 
pleased opponents of abortion, 
Clinton showed passion in the 
exchange, while Trump seemed 
to be answering by rote.

Oddly for a campaign in which 
immigration is a central issue, 
the third debate was the fi rst in 
which voters were exposed to an 
extended look at their sharply 
different approaches.

But since nothing in this cam-
paign is ever destined to look like 

the Oxford Union or any other 
stately discussion of public prob-
lems, the fi rst track was over-
whelmed by the second. Trump’s 
obvious purpose was to shake 
voters away from Clinton. And 
if Clinton was trying to drive up 
turnout – her fervor on abortion 
rights and gun control no doubt 
helped her with women and lib-
erals – Trump may have been at-
tempting to drive it down, fi gur-
ing that in a smaller electorate, 
his committed voters would give 
him a better chance of prevail-
ing.

Yet Trump suffered from what 
he always suffers from: an inabil-
ity to control his anger or stop 
himself from interrupting, which 
only reinforced undecided vot-
ers’ worst perceptions of him.

The most important moment 
of the evening was Trump’s refus-
al to say that if he lost, he would 
accept the outcome: “I will look 
at it at the time,” he said. “I will 
keep you in suspense.”

Never has a candidate for pres-
ident challenged the legitimacy 
of the entire electoral enterprise 
in which he was engaged. Clin-
ton’s core claim is that Trump is 
a dangerous man who lacks re-
spect for American institutions 
and American democracy. On 
this central issue, Trump chose 
to prove Clinton right.

E.J. Dionne is a columnist for The Washiongton 
Post. His email is: ejdionne@washpost.com.

Federal pot eradication 
program is a huge waste

The federal government thinks 
marijuana use ought to be 
stopped. So it has a program to 
“eradicate” the plant. The pro-
gram accomplishes little, some-
times at much cost. Instead of the 
plant, Congress should eradicate 
the program.

In 2015, the program awarded 
$20,000 to New Hampshire. That 
eradicated 27 plants. You can 
probably do the math. In Utah, 

by contrast, nothing adds up. 
There, at a cost of $73,000, zero 
plants were eradicated.

In some states, the program was 
more successful. Kentucky, with 
$1.9 million, eradicated 570,000 
plants. That’s just $3.33 a plant.

In a story last year, the Post 
said eradicators had gone after 
okra plants, warned of rabbits 
liking pot and, in the mid-2000s, 
been found to have gotten more 
wild, nonpsychoactive “ditch-
weed” than actual, smokable pot.

The Drug Enforcement Ad-

ministration, which runs the 
roughly $14 million program, 
credits it with the seizure of $29.7 
million of assets. Yet federal 
agencies should not be allowed 
to defend their programs by how 
much they seize. Taking people’s 
property doesn’t produce wealth, 
and counting it in a program’s fa-
vor creates an incentive that has 
nothing to do with any legitimate 
policy goals.

Trying to eradicate marijuana 
is futile. It’s too easy to grow, and 
there’s too much demand for it. 

Worse, the program runs against 
the trend of public policy and 
public opinion. Many states are 
embracing at least some mari-
juana legalization. A Gallup poll 
this time last year found that 58 
percent of Americans favored 
marijuana legalization.

What, if anything, should be 
done to stop people from using 
marijuana is a question best left 
to the states. The federal govern-
ment should eradicate this silly 
and expensive program.

– Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Many millennials are OK with 
socialism, even communism, 

according to a YouGov poll com-
missioned by The Victims of  Com-
munism Memorial Foundation.

Forty-fi ve percent of  those 
polled between the ages of  16 and 
20 years old said they would vote 
for a socialist, while 20 percent 
said they could vote for a commu-
nist. Maybe that explains the Che 
Guevara T-shirts so many of  them 
like to wear.

Responding to the 
poll, Marion Smith, 
the executive direc-
tor of  the organi-
zation, said, “An 
emerging generation 
of  Americans has 
little understanding 
of  the collectivist 
system and its dark 
history.” Partial credit for this 
should go to former presidential 
candidate and avowed socialist 
Bernie Sanders.

Even more shocking is the poll’s 
discovery that a third of  millen-
nials believe more people were 
killed under George W. Bush than 
Joseph Stalin, whose regime mur-
dered 20 million people between 
1924 and 1953. The total killed 
under all communist regimes (so 
far) is estimated at 100 million.

The poll also found that capital-
ism, which offers millennials more 
opportunities than the socialism 
and communism so many of  them 
admire, is viewed favorably by 42 
percent of  young people, com-
pared to 64 percent of  Americans 
over the age of  65. That so few 
older adults appreciate capital-
ism is also disturbing, though it is 
a triumph of  liberal propaganda, 
which tends to base its ideology 
on intentions and feelings, not evi-
dence and outcomes.

In part, these results are a prod-
uct of  a public education system 
that increasingly treats all ideas 
and organizing principles – save 
democracy and capitalism – as 
equal. Moral judgments are not 
to be made, thanks in part to an 
emerging philosophy divorced 
from right and wrong.

The late Catholic Archbishop 
Fulton J. Sheen brilliantly summed 
up the problem with modern soci-
ety more than a half-century ago; 
before it evolved into the morally 
chaotic nation we are today. He 
wrote, “America, it is said, is suf-
fering from intolerance – it is not. 
It is suffering from tolerance. Tol-
erance of  right and wrong, truth 
and error, virtue and evil, Christ 
and chaos. Our country is not 
nearly so overrun with the bigoted 
as it is overrun with the broadmin-
ded.”

When one has lost a standard 
for judging right from wrong, 
good from evil, when anything 
goes (Cole Porter wrote a satirical 
song with that title), then social-
ism and communism become one 
more organizing principle among 
many of  equal value.

That liberal Democrats are suc-
ceeding in shaping young people’s 
minds is revealed by this fi nding in 
the YouGov poll: More than half  
of  millennials say the capitalism 
system works against them, while 
four in 10 call for a “complete 
change” so that the highest earn-
ers pay their “fair share” in taxes.

No one ever defi nes what “fair 
share” means, much less holds 
government accountable for the 
money it wastes, including the 
failure of  costly programs Con-
gress lacks the will to terminate.

This way of  thinking is a tri-
umph of  the envy-greed-entitle-
ment worldview, which believes 
that if  someone is making more 
money than you, they owe you 
the difference, except those high-
er taxes won’t fi nd their way into 
your pocket.

We used to learn from the suc-
cessful, because they served as 
role models and examples of  how 
hard work and risk-taking could 
improve any life. Now, we penalize 
success and, as a result, get less of 
it. But we feel better and feelings 
are all that matter, right? At least 
that’s how we have been condi-
tioned to think.

These poll results ought to spur 
more parents to rescue their chil-
dren from an education system 
that is failing them on many levels. 
Maybe a fi eld trip to a communist 
country would cure millennials 
of  their moral equivalence. They 
might start by visiting the prisons 
in Cuba.

Cal Thomas is a columnits for Tribune Content 
Agency. His email is: tcaeditors@tribpub.com.

The Bernie 
Sanders effect 
on America’s 

youth

Keeping LMC strong will 
help keep our region strong

Editor,
I’m often asked, “What is 

the most important thing a 
community can do to recruit a 
new business?” The answer is 
quite simple – provide a qual-
ity workforce. I’m fortunate to 
travel the country and share 
stories about Berrien County’s 
many assets. Whether I am 
speaking with a real estate 
broker, a site location consul-
tant or the CEO of  a company 
considering relocation, I’m 
able to tout the great business 
climate in the state of  Michi-
gan and the superior quality 
of  life offered in Michigan’s 
Great Southwest.

As the lead economic de-
velopment agency in Berrien 
County, the Cornerstone Al-
liance team visits hundreds of 
local businesses each year, and 
the message is the same here as 
it is in nearly every corner of 
the country – “Can you pro-
vide the talent necessary for 
my business to succeed?” For-
tunately for all of  us, Berrien 
County is an incredible place 
in which to live, work and do 
business. For us to excel and 
continue to be a world-class 
community, we must invest in 
our young people and provide 
them the skills necessary to 
maintain a quality career that 
provides lifelong professional 
and fi nancial growth.

On Tuesday, Nov. 8, you 
have a choice to invest in 
Berrien County’s future by 
supporting the Lake Michi-
gan College millage. For $2 a 
month (on $100,000 market 
value of  a home), you can 
ensure that LMC will be able 
to prepare students for careers 
in health sciences, advanced 
manufacturing, energy pro-
duction and tourism, to name 
a few.

Many community and 
industry leaders have already 
committed their personal sup-
port to Lake Michigan College 
as it plans for the future.  On 
Nov. 8, you have an opportu-
nity to invest in the same great 
cause by supporting such a 
critical asset.

Rob Cleveland
President

Cornerstone Alliance

LaSata is wrong about     
the importance of unions

Editor,
I was pleased to read Kim 

LaSata’s quote in The HP, “I’m 
a Republican but I do care about 
the environment.” Hopefully, if  
elected, Mrs. LaSata can help 
end her party’s irresponsible and 
dangerous denial of the over-
whelming scientifi c consensus on 
climate change.

In the same article, Mrs. La-
Sata was described as disagree-
ing with her opponent on the 
need for labor unions, particu-
larly teachers unions such as the 
MEA. Mrs. LaSata expressed her 
concern for children and asked, 
“When are we going to start a 
childrens union?”

Children benefi t when their 
parents earn fair wages and 
health insurance for their families 
while working reasonable and 
predictable hours in a safe and 
respectful environment. By 
helping to assure these condi-
tions, all labor unions are, in fact, 
“childrens unions.” The welfare 
of children is not independent of 
that of their working parents, a 
reality often ignored by anti-
union politicians.

Like Kim LaSata, I have a 
master’s degree and work very 

hard as a teacher. Unlike Mrs. 
LaSata, my family depends on 
my teaching salary and benefi ts. 
Perhaps this accounts for our dif-
fering perspectives on the value 
of the MEA.

Beth Houseal
Watervliet

Seats is most qualified 
candidate in 79th race

Editor,
Please ignore that Marletta 

Seats is a Democrat if her party 
affi liation bothers you.

I wish you had been sit-
ting with me during the re-
cent League of Women Voters 
forum with our state represen-
tative candidates. Contrary to 
the presidential sideshow, this 
“debate” was civil ... and tell-
ing. Both candidates are good 
people but the scope and depth 
of Seats’ experience of public 
service on both sides of the 
bridge far exceeds her opponent.

Marletta Seats has been a Ber-
rien County commissioner for 
12 years and an accomplished 
advocate for education, jobs and 
social justice. She is currently 
the vice chair of the Administra-
tion Committee and serves as 
the commission chaplain. She 
has also served on the Local 

Emergency Planning Commit-
tee, the Southwest Michigan 
Community Action Agency, the 
Southwest Michigan Planning 
Commission, and the Land 
Bank.

Seats is not a career politi-
cian. She was lead auditor at the 
Bosch Corporation for 32 years. 
She has real world knowledge of 
how business operates and how 
government and business can 
form productive partnerships to 
create more and better paying 
jobs.

Seats has been very active in 
community initiatives, including 
one she created to help at-risk 
women lead productive lives. 
She volunteers at local home-
less shelters and food banks 
and mentors youth as a life 
coach. She has been a leader in 
organizing efforts to stop the 
epidemic of drug overdose that 
plagues communities across Ber-
rien County.

Let’s all vote for the most 
qualifi ed candidate for state rep-
resentative from the 79th Dis-
trict – Marletta Seats. She has 
the proven and public record of 
leadership that cuts across party 
lines and demographics. How 
refreshing and intelligent is that!

PJ Canonie-Bubin
Coloma
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