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TIME CAPSULE

Three Oaks is gearing up for its 150th anniversary in 2017. For the 100th anniversary in 1967, celebration organizers 
honored some of the the village’s oldest citizens. From left, Mrs. Fred Scheeley, 91, cited as the oldest person born and 
raised in the Three Oaks area, William Kramer, 83, Mrs. Kramer, 78, and Anna Duncan, 78. Duncan is wearing a dress made 
in 1842 and owned by her mother. 

Time Capsule, which runs every Monday, takes a look back through the HP photo archives. If you would like to share a nostalgic 
comment about this photo, please join the discussion on our Facebook page: facebook.com/HeraldPalladium.

THREE OAKS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

Renovation begins at 
Bridgman’s prime corner

BRIDGMAN — 
An 18-month effort to cre-
ate the MTM Center at 
Bridgman’s gateway corner 
is underway.

The project calls for 
the complete overhaul of 
the buildings on the 1.5-
acre corner site at Red Ar-
row Highway and Lake 
Street.

“Nothing will be torn 
down. We are in process of 
restructuring the buildings 
and maintaining their in-
tegrity,” said Kevin Mitchell 
of Mitchell Construction, 
general contractors. Heidi 
Hornaday is the architect.

The second fl oor of the 
Dave and Ruth Telephone 
Building on Red Arrow 
Highway will be made into 
four larger residential rental 
units. Two large retail spots 
will occupy the ground 
fl oor.

To the north, the old red 
brick Monogram Hotel 
from the 1930s will be reno-
vated into a boutique motel 
with seven one-bedroom 
suites, some with balconies. 
Below, the old Williams 

Drug Store that graced the 
corner until the 1960s  will 
be converted into a coffee 
and wine bar, including 
outdoor dining on a patio 
between the two buildings.

City offi cials and devel-
opers broke ground Thurs-
day.

The project is the un-
dertaking of Marty Ma-
son, who relocated Sunset 
Tool, a custom machine 
tool maker, to a site just 
south of the MTM Centre 
in 2007. He plans to market 
the corner property to wine 
country and beach tourists 
and business and corporate 
travelers.

The existing retail ten-
ants plan to remain open 
during the renovation. The 
tenants are  The Clothes 
Horse Consignment Shop, 
Kangeroo Klippers, Knots 
Therapeutic Massage, the 
MTM construction offi ce 
and Rochefort’s The Next 
Generation restaurant.

“We are happy to be in-
vesting in Bridgman and be 
a part of this great project 
for the community,” said 
Kurt Figy of Honor Credit 
Union, which is fi nancing 
for the project.

By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent

Complex of shops and lodging being built

Janet Hayes / HP correspondent

Honor Credit Union Manager Kurt Figy, left, and Bridgman City 
Manager Juan Ganum share some background about the 1955 
cornerstone to the D & R Telephone Building that will be rein-
stalled on one of the Monogram Centre buildings. The develop-
ment is expected to take 18 months.

Harvest Moon 
fest slated 
for Dowagiac

DOWAGIAC — Down-
town Dowagiac will be 
the place for family fun 
this  weekend at the sixth 
annual “Under the Harvest 
Moon” festival.

People will have a variety 
of activities to choose from 
Saturday, including seeing 
vintage tractors, taking 
part in an Ag Olympics 
and enjoying food, music 
and other entertainment.

Ag Olympics is new this 
year, Dowagiac Chamber 
of Commerce Program 
Director Vickie Phillipson 
said. Teams of local chil-
dren will do everything 
from building a duct  tape 
sculpture to tossing water 
balloons and running a re-
lay race.

The Ag Olympics is host-
ed by the Cass County 4-H 
Youth Development Pro-
gram and will take place at 
1 p.m. Many people may be 
familiar with Ag Olympics 
events at county fairs.

The festival begins at 10 
a.m. Saturday at locations 
on Front Street, which 
will be closed to traffi c. In 
continuing the agriculture 
theme, people will have the 
chance to see modern and 
vintage tractors and  visit 
an open-air marketplace of 
Michigan-grown produce, 
autumn mums, handmade 

products and antiques.
Michiana Two-Cylinder 

Club members and other 
collectors will bring their 
antique tractors, while 
Dowagiac-based Ausra 
Equipment will  bring new 
and giant tractors for the 
third consecutive year. The 
tractor display will be at 
the Division Street inter-
section.

People can enjoy pulled-
pork sandwiches, chicken 
and brats, kettle corn, can-
dy and other sweets from 
Caruso’s Candy Kitchen 
and the Taste of Michigan 
Wine & Craft Brew hosted 
by the Wounded Minnow 
Saloon.

Entertainment includes 
wood-carving demonstra-
tions, music by the Van 
Dyke Revue and Rene 
Meave, performances by 
MKSOD and Positively 
Dance, interactive fi tness 
demonstrations by the 
Cass County Council on 
Aging and demonstrations 
at the Dowagiac Area His-
tory Museum.

Other special activities 
include a scarecrow deco-
rating contest judged at 10 
a.m., the Parade of Hal-
loween Hounds at 11 a.m. 
and a pumpkin pie eating 
contest at 11:30 a.m.

People can fi nd a full 
schedule at the www.
DowagiacChamber.com 
website.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

College clarifies complaint language

SOUTH HAVEN 
—  Lake Michigan Col-
lege students, take note: If  
you’re fi ling a formal aca-
demic complaint, you’ll 
need to put it down in 
writing fi rst.

That requirement is 
among several policy 
changes LMC Board 
members unanimously ac-
cepted during last week’s 
meeting at the college’s 
South Haven campus.

Though fewer  than 
1 percent of  academic 
complaints reach the for-
mal stage, the college feels 
it’s time for stronger lan-
guage, said Leslie Kellogg, 
vice president of  academic 
services/career and work-
force education.

“If  it’s going to be a 
formal complaint, we 
feel that it needs to be in 
writing so there’s no mis-
understanding about the 
student’s perception of 
the issue, and what the 
student is looking for, in 
terms of  a remedy,” she 
said.

The previous policy lan-
guage required only a for-
mal written complaint at 
the dean’s level.

Academic complaints 
fall into two major areas: 
evaluations of  student 
work, such as grades, pa-
pers or quizzes; and fail-
ure to follow procedures, 
according to a memo pre-
pared for the board.

“Obviously, a student, 
at any time, can have a 
casual conversation about 
an issue that they’re un-

happy with. Many issues 
are taken care of  infor-
mally,” Kellogg said.

Most academic com-
plaints focus on grades, 
she added.

The other big change is 
a 10-day turnaround for 
responding to academic 
complaints, no matter 
who looks at them.

“It was (previously) a 
10-day turnaround at the 
dean’s level, but we’ve for-
malized it at the other two 
levels – department chair, 
or program director (lev-
el), and faculty member 
(level),” Kellogg said.

Complaints about non-
teaching staff  and nonac-
ademic issues follow a dif-
ferent process, for which 
the board also approved 
one key change.

The board agreed to 

create a student complaint 
log to help the college 
monitor those issues more 
effectively, said Doug 
Schaffer, vice president of 
student services.

“The general policy re-
lates to things like, ‘The 
parking lot needs to be 
plowed better,’ or, ‘the 
sidewalk is slippery’,” he 
said. “The log has been 
created to help us docu-
ment, track, and make 
sure there’s follow through 
of  written and nonwritten 
complaints.”

LMC is due for another 
accreditation visit in two 
years, “so we’re starting to 
go over these things,  look 
for more policies to 
be brought before the 
board,” President Emeri-
tus/Acting CEO Bob Har-
rison said.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Nonprofit opposes 
allowing farm animals 
in residential area

BATTLE CREEK — A 
local nonprofi t organiza-
tion dedicated to rescuing 
neglected dogs, birds and 
wildlife has come out in op-
position of allowing farm 
animals in Battle Creek’s 
residential neighborhoods, 
instead suggesting a set of 
guidelines it said offi cials 
should consider if they 
choose to make ordinance 
changes.

The Battle Creek Enquire 
reported All Species Kin-
ship said its recommenda-
tions to city commissioners 
set “a minimum standard 
of care that we believe is 
fair and necessary if people 
want to keep farm animals.” 
It includes limiting the ordi-
nance to chickens, requiring 
site inspections, setting per-
mit caps for neighborhoods 
and providing funding for 
All Species Kinship to pay 
for capture response.

“I want to stress that 
there is no amount of fund-
ing that would incline All 
Species Kinship to support 
farm animals in the city,” 
said Sophia DiPietro, the 
group’s executive director. 
“We are simply making the 
city aware that farm-animal 
care is vastly different than 
cat or dog sheltering.”

The suggestions, mod-
eled after those set by Min-
nesota-based Chicken Run 
Rescue, are in response to 
talks that city offi cials have 
conducted since February 
as residents lobby for zon-
ing changes that would al-
low urban agriculture in 
Battle Creek. Right now, 
backyard chickens are al-
lowed in areas that have 
been deemed agricultural 
or rural residential; in rare 
cases, residents with at least 
fi ve acres of land can ob-
tain a special use permit if  
approved by both the plan-
ning and city commissions.

There also has been a 
push to change the ordi-

nance in Bedford Town-
ship.

While staff has held 
roundtable discussions and 
conducted a survey to learn 
residents’ opinions, no of-
fi cial ordinance proposal 
has been considered by the 
City Commission. Battle 
Creek Planning Manager 
Christine Zuzga said city 
staff members are having 
internal discussions and 
may present the fi ndings at 
a workshop later this year.

Some recommendations 
for All Species Kinship’s 
are: allow fi ve chickens or 
fewer – and no roosters – 
that would be classifi ed as 
pets to prohibit slaughter-
ing, meet permit require-
ments with annual renewal 
fees and site inspections, ac-
quire consent from neigh-
bors and cap the number of 
permits in neighborhoods, 
appointment of additional 
administrative staff and re-
sources and allocate fund-
ing for All Species Kinship 
to respond to cases.

“If our proposal seems 
cumbersome, it is,” DiPiet-
ro said. “Farming, whether 
done in the city, or in a ru-
ral environment, is a com-
plex activity that affects 
animals, humans and the 
environment. It is a highly 
regulated industry for a 
reason.”

DiPietro said despite 
their size, it is challenging 
to provide care for birds – 
and there are no veterinar-
ians in Calhoun County 
who specialize in chicken 
care. That would be cou-
pled with upcoming law 
changes that will prohibit 
over-the-counter purchases 
for antibiotics, she said.

A survey conducted 
by the city this summer 
showed a majority of resi-
dents supporting chickens 
and other farm animals in 
urban Battle Creek. Many 
have pointed to the desire 
to raise their own food 
and fi nding uses for vacant 
property.

By JENNIFER BOWMAN 
The Battle Creek Enquire


