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LOCAL & STATE
District gets an ‘A’ on latest audit

ST. JOSEPH — The St. 
Joseph school district is in a 
good place fi nancially.

Superintendent Ann Car-
don had a lot to celebrate 
after St. Joseph school 
board members were given a 
synopsis of the 2015-16 fi s-
cal year audit report during 
Monday’s study session.

The audit revealed that 
last year was the fi rst time 
in fi ve years that the school 
district added money to its 
fund balance.

“This is a step in the right 
direction,” Cardon said. 
“(The auditors) were here 
for a shorter amount of 
time than usual, which goes 
toward the preparedness for 
the audit.”

David Schaffer, a partner 
at Kruggel Lawton, said 
while the district had origi-
nally budgeted for a $22,000 
defi cit last year, the district 
actually fi nished with a 

$120,000 surplus.
The surplus was mainly 

attributed to lower mainte-
nance costs that came dur-
ing a mild winter.

“We have given you an 
unmodifi ed report, which 
is the highest level of as-
surance we can give. That’s 
kind of like getting an ‘A’ on 
your report card,” Schaffer 
said. “This was the best au-
dit we’ve done for St. Joseph 
schools, and we’ve been au-
diting you guys for a long 
time.”

The fi rm was required to 
do audits of the district’s 

bond and sinking funds, 
which also turned out well.

Kathy Hamilton, chief  
fi nancial offi cer for the dis-
trict, said the district re-
ceived great rates for their 
fuel for transportation, as 
well as the heating, mowing 
and plowing costs.

“The generosity of the 
(SJPS) Foundation and our 
heating and fuel costs were 
a big factor in the budget’s 
surplus,” Hamilton said af-
ter the session.

Schaffer told board 
members the district has 
remained relatively even 

over the past three years, 
which was a reprieve for 
the amount of defi cits that 
were  addressed in years 
prior.

“You guys have made the 
proper adjustments in the 
past,” Schaffer said. “Over 
the last three years you’ve 
been breakeven, which in 
the school fi nancing world is 
something to be proud of.”

Treasurer Chris Cook em-
phasized the  increasing  to 
the district’s fund equity, 
while board President Amy 
Porritt-Peirce said the board 
should not be surprised by 

the district’s fi nancial well-
being.

“We know everybody has 
been putting the pencil to 
the paper, if you will,” she 
said. “This was a team ef-
fort, from the Foundation to 
the staff, we couldn’t ask for 
better results.”

The board has a week to 
look over the audit before 
a scheduled vote at next 
week’s meeting, set for 6 
p.m. next Monday  in the 
North Lincoln Administra-
tion Building.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski
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St. Joseph adds to 
fund balance for 
1st time in 5 years
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Eighth-grader Thomas Dover, right, will run onto the field with the Bridgman Bees football team on Friday thanks to his mentor, 
senior Julian Sheriff. Sheriff told Dover if he did well on a math test, he could run out with the team. The Bees will be playing a 
home game against Lake Michigan Catholic. Dover attends F.C. Reed Middle School in Bridgman.

Going the extra mile

BRIDGMAN — The 
Bridgman Bees will have 
an extra special fan on the 
sidelines when they face the 
Lake Michigan Catholic 
Lakers on the football fi eld 
Friday.

Senior Julian Sheriff, a 
running back and middle 
linebacker with the team, 
told the eighth-grade student 
he mentors that if he got at 
least 75 percent on a recent 
math test, he could run onto 
the fi eld with him during a 
home football game.

“I aced it,” said Thomas 
Dover, who attends F.C. 
Reed Middle School in 
Bridgman.

Sheriff said Dover will 
carry the Bridgman Bees 
team fl ag onto the fi eld and 
will sit on the sidelines with 
the team during the game.

“Thomas will never forget 
Julian, ever,” said Sally Pas-

saro, who teaches the Peer 
Mentor Program at the high 
school. “He’s never going to 
forget this experience ever in 
his life.”

Dover said several of his 
relatives plan to attend Fri-
day’s game to watch him run 
onto the fi eld. He said he re-
ally likes being mentored by 
Sheriff.

“I think it’s fun,” he said. 
“He likes football and plays 
football. I like football, but I 
don’t play.”

Although he said that 
could change. Dover said 
he plans to join the football 
team when he goes to high 
school next year. And he 
said most of the reason is be-
cause of his experience with 
Sheriff.

Through the mentoring 
class, sheriff starts most 
of his school days in Kerri 
deBest’s eighth-grade math 
class sitting beside Dover.

“Whenever he needs me 
to read to him or help him 

with a problem, I’m there,” 
he said. “There’s other kids 
in the class who also need 
help so if they ask for help 
or anything, I’m there to as-
sist them.”

Sheriff said he knows 
what it’s like to need a little 
extra help because he was 
in the same spot when he 
was in fi fth grade at Trinity 
Lutheran School in Sawyer. 
He said one of the teachers 
there helped him become a 
better reader.

“She read to me and she 
helped me read different 
books just so I could get a 
hang of seeing and analyz-
ing different things ... be-
cause I stumbled a lot,” he 
said.

Sheriff said he plans to at-
tend Ferris State University 
in Big Rapids to become a 
traveling nurse. He said he 
volunteers Sunday nights 
during the summer at Lake-
land Health in St. Joseph.

“I volunteer in the ER and 
just clean up stuff,” he said.

Passaro said it is very 
competitive to get into her 
mentoring class.

“I knew Julian would be 
amazing,” she said. “I start-
ed recruiting him, probably, 
halfway through his junior 
year. He’s an amazing leader. 
I just saw the potential.”

She said the class is mostly 
for seniors.

“It’s a very elite group of 
students who get chosen,” 
she said. “It’s based not only 
on their grade point average, 
but on the letters of recom-
mendation that come in. 
They have to have excellent 
references. Their character 
has to be above par. And 
they have to have a desire to 
work with other people.”

She said the mentoring 
class helps both students.

“It supports kids who are 
struggling in various aca-
demic areas as well as it cre-
ates relationships that pro-
mote long lasting individual 
success,” she said.

She said the experience of 
being mentored by Sheriff  
could change Dover’s entire 
high school career for the 
better.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

By LOUISE WREGE
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Eighth-grader will join mentor when 
Bees take the field before game

Board signs off 
on extending 
no-wake zone

ST. JOSEPH — Dock 
owners supporting an 
ordinance to put the 
brakes on speeding boat-
ers gained a unanimous 
endorsement Monday 
night from the St. Joseph 
Township Board.

Board members agreed, 
following a half  hour 
public hearing, to pass 
an ordinance that would 
move the no-wake zone 
buoys 176 yards up river, 
to the tip of  the island 
that’s crossed by Black-
hawk Trail, in St. Joseph 
Township.

Monday’s action is the 
only fi rst step in curbing 
a problem that’s gotten 
too diffi cult to ignore 
anymore, said Bob Mc-
Dowell, of  St. Joseph, 
who’s had a slip since 
1985.

“At fi rst, it was only a 
little bit of  rocking here 
and there, but it’s got-
ten worse over the last 10 
years or so,” McDowell 
said, after the vote. “We 
can’t fi gure out where this 
is coming from – whether 
it’s just new boaters who 
are ignoring the rules, or 
something else.”

The proposal now goes 
back to the St. Joseph 
City Commission, which 
decided to wait and see 
fi rst what the township 
would do.

Both municipalities are 
required to hold public 
hearings and pass the 
measure before the De-
partment of  Natural Re-
sources, per its own pro-
cedural rules, will weigh 
in on it.

The City Commission’s 
hearing wouldn’t happen 
until Oct. 24, because its 
own rules require a 10-
day notice to property 
owners.

About 30 people 
packed the township hall 
for Monday’s meeting in 
which  Robert Kincaid – 
who’s a member of  the 
Riverview Marina Con-
dominium Association 
– summarized the prob-
lems that he detailed for 
St. Joseph City Commis-
sioners last week.

According to Kincaid, 
many boaters aren’t pow-
ering down – as the law 
requires – until they ac-
tually reach the no-wake 
buoys that are posted at 
the mouth of  the channel 
between Marina Island 
and the Riverview con-
dos near the Pier 1000 
Marina.

The result leaves 2- and 
3-foot wakes that cause 
damage to piers and sea-
walls, and increased noise 
levels, said Kincaid, who 
played videos for that 
he shot on the lake for 

the board.
At one point, Kincaid 

gestured to the screen, 
saying, “See that? He (a 
speeding boater) only 
slowed down when he 
saw me coming.”

Kincaid said that he has 
discussed the problem re-
peatedly with the Berrien 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment, which has told him 
it can only spend so much 
time patrolling the water.

Supervisor Roger Seely 
said that, although he 
supports the extension, 
it may be worth going 
back to the sheriff ’s de-
partment – or even the 
Berrien County Board 
of  Commissioners – and 
lobbying for stronger en-
forcement.

Even if  the DNR ulti-
mately ends up backing 
the extension, the city 
and the township would 
still be stuck with the 
same problem because 
neither of  the two com-
munities has the man-
power to make it stick, 
Seely noted.

“It’s worth a try. We 
just don’t know where the 
DNR where will go (with 
the idea),” he said.

Kincaid responded 
that any long-term solu-
tion must start with the 
city and township acting 
fi rst.

“At least it (passing an 
ordinance) gets us one 
step further, and if  there’s 
an issue where they (the 
DNR) won’t approve it, 
we have an appeals pro-
cess for that,” he said.

Kincaid agreed that 
it will take a systematic, 
sustained effort to curb 
the wakes.

“We understand (the 
issue). We’re not asking 
you to get rid of  it 100 
percent, but if  we could 
decrease it to 95 percent, 
95 percent would help us 
out immensely,” he told 
the board.

Seely said he under-
stands  residents’ frustra-
tion, but the long-term 
diffi culties of  addressing 
the issue aren’t to be un-
derestimated.

“We don’t have a clue 
what they’re (the DNR) 
going to do. We don’t 
have an ordinance to en-
force anything,” Seely 
said after the meeting. 
“We don’t have a boat. It 
sounds like, when they’ve 
used the county, it’s 
helped – but they have to 
get their attention.”

Now that the township 
has weighed in, it’s up to 
the city to follow suit, 
Seely added.

“We feel their (the 
residents’) pain. We just 
don’t know if  there’s a so-
lution, if  we go this route. 
There are no guarantees,” 
he said.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

LMC enrollment up slightly

BENTON HARBOR 
— Lake Michigan College 
has started off the new year 
with a student head count 
slightly ahead of last year’s 
levels.

The fall semester, which 
began Sept. 6, shows enroll-
ment running at 3,442 stu-
dents, President Emeritus/
Acting CEO Robert Har-
rison recently told LMC 

board members. That’s a 
slight uptick from last year’s 
fi gures, which showed 3,338 
students.

“We have (originally) 
budgeted for a small drop 
in enrollment, so we’re 
pleased with that (3,442 fi g-
ure),” Harrison said.

Those fi gures also refl ect 
a larger trend statewide, 
in which LMC is one of 
seven area community col-
leges whose enrollment 
has either stayed fl at, or is 
running slightly above last 
year’s levels, said Doug 
Schaffer, vice president of 

student services.
That snapshot is taken 

from 27 community colleg-
es that report fi gures to the 
state, Schaffer said.

Asked what he takes 
away from those trends, 
Harrison said: “I suppose 
some people might say that 
the impact of the recession 
is slowly coming to an end. 
The differences between the 
colleges are probably more 
geographic variances than 
anything else.”

The fi gure doesn’t include 
high school students taking 
classes as part of LMC’s 

dual enrollment program. 
That tally won’t be clear 
until the end of this month, 
though Harrison doesn’t 
expect it to drastically 
change the total enrollment 
fi gure.

The college is seeing 
more older students, for 
whom enrollment is about 
10 percent higher last year 
and shows people are trying 
to upgrade their skills for 
the local job market, Har-
rison said.

“That’s the logical 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI 
HP Correspondent

Dorm at full capacity, 
officials report

BRIDGMAN SCHOOLS ST. JOSEPH TWP.

See LMC, page A4
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