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LOCAL & STATE

Don Campbell / HP staff

Nick Gillespie joins his wife Allison at his newly opened store, The Rested Pillow, located at 1330 Hilltop Rd., in St. Joseph. Open 
during regular hours, the store is also available for private appointments for customer who wish to pick out a bed in piece. The store 
is unique in the fact that it has partial walls between each mattress called “snugs,” that operate as privacy barriers for customers.

ST. JOSEPH — All Nick 
Gillespie wants is for people 
to get a good night’s sleep.

For this reason,  Gil-
lespie  said, he  opened The 
Rested Pillow Mattress Co. 
in St. Joseph Township.

Gillespie and his wife, Al-
lison, had a soft opening for 
The Rested Pillow on Tues-
day at 1330 Hilltop Road, 
next door to The Liquor 
Cabinet. Gillespie became 
interested in mattresses 
when he sold them during 
his time in college. After 
spending time at Whirlpool 
Corp., Gillespie felt it was 
time to open his store.

“When I got out of col-
lege, the owner of the place 
I worked at was selling his 
business,” Gillespie said. “I 
almost bought that busi-
ness, but I wanted to ex-
plore a little bit.”

With no mattress spe-
cialty store in the area, Gil-
lespie went to work. After 
coming up with a business 
plan, Gillespie completed 
the lease in June.

Through the summer, 

Gillespie and a friend were 
able to create a line-up of 
what he refers to as “snugs” 
– semi-private spaces that 

allow buyers to try out 
the beds. Above each bed 
is a large chalkboard that 
shows the variations of 

fi rmness and bulleted items 
that go into the specifi cs of 
each mattress. With an edu-
cation center in the front of 
the store and a video being 
projected on the back wall 
showing how a mattress is 
made, Gillespie said their 
intent is to make it easier on 
the customer.

“Ever since I’ve known 
him, for the last eight or 
nine years, he’s talked about 
mattresses,” Allison said. 
“We would go to hotels and 
he would lift the sheets up, 
look at the lining and draw 
my attention to the crafts-
manship. If anyone wants 
to nerd out on beds, they 
should come see Nick.”

Different shapes, sizes
Gillespie refers to his 

mattress store as “the craft 
beer of mattresses.” This 
is not only because of the 
look and feel of the store 
itself, but because the mat-
tresses can be made to or-
der.

In order to do this, Gil-
lespie joined with Capitol 
Bedding Co. of Lansing to 
create a full line of beds. 
He began working with the 
wholesaler during his job in 
college.

“Since that time I kept 
in touch with the owner. 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

The Rested Pillow 
Mattress Company 
opens in SJ

The craft beer of mattresses

The Rested Pillow Mattress Company had a soft opening Tues-
day. The St. Joseph store has been a dream of Nick Gillespie’s for 
years, ever since he worked at a mattress store while attending 
college. 

See PILLOW, page B2

Debra Haight / HP correspondent

Visitors take a peak Friday at Andrews University’s new King-
man Observatory. The dome’s position is computer controlled.

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
—  Area stargazers and as-
tronomers have a new place 
to look up into the night-
time sky with the opening 
of Andrews University’s 
new Kingman Observatory.

The observatory is tucked 
away atop a hill above the 
Pathfi nders building on the 
northwest side of the cam-
pus.

Andrews faculty, alumni 
and students gathered Fri-
day night to dedicate the 
new observatory, which 
honors longtime physics de-
partment chairman Robert 
Kingman and his wife, Lil-
lis. The structure was built 
over the last few months 
and replaces the observa-

tory erected at the site  in 
1969.

The former structure, 
which had a 12-foot-diam-
eter dome, was taken down 
in June. The new building 
was made by Ash-Dome 
and measures 16.5 feet in 
diameter. Unlike the old 
structure, which was manu-
ally operated, the new ob-
servatory is fully automat-
ed.

One thing that hasn’t 
changed is the 14-inch Ce-
lestron telescope.

Astronomy has been a 
part of Andrews since the 
1950s. It was 1957 when the 
fi rst dome and telescope 
were donated to the univer-
sity by members of the Ross 
family in honor of H.R. 
Ross, a Benton Harbor in-
dustrialist. Ross’s company 
merged with Clark Equip-
ment in 1953 and Ross died 
in 1955.

“It was 1957 when The 

News-Palladium reported 
on the opening of the Ross 
Observatory in front of 
Meier Hall,” physics de-
partment chair Margarita 
Mattingly told those gath-
ered Friday night. “In 1975, 
the Lake Union Herald re-
ported on Andrews offering 
its fi rst general astronomy 
course with Robert King-
man as the teacher.”

Mattingly said  the intro-
duction of an astronomy 
course in the Andrews 
curriculum gave Kingman 
the opportunity to impart 
his enthusiasm to others. 
Today, Kingman’s legacy 
includes the observatory 
and  the continued offering 
of astronomy classes at An-
drews and the formation of 
the student astronomy club.

“We still have the only ob-
servatory in Berrien County 
that is available to the pub-
lic for viewing the stars,” 
Mattingly said. “That was 

important in 1957, and it is 
important now.”

College of Arts & Scienc-
es Dean Keith Mattingly 

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Andrews celebrates 
new observatory

Heavens above

Andrews University photo

Andrews University’s has 
a new observatory, but its 
14-inch telescope had been 
used in the old observa-
tory. Andrews opened its first 
observatory in 1957.

NEW BUFFALO — 
Visitors strolling New Buf-
falo’s dune walk will notice 
the  plaque honoring Bill 
Deputy.

Deputy, who died in 
2008, left a lot of marks on 

the city and its waterfront.
“Always a Champion 

for our Harbor” is the in-
scription on the plaque  on 
the walk  dedicated by city 
offi cials last month. Dep-
uty  was  a  New Buffalo 
harbor  commissioner and 
served on its Port Authori-
ty, which preceded the Har-
bor Commission.

“I don’t know of a bet-
ter place for his name to be 
placed than on the top of 
the dune walk where you 
can look over the whole 
harbor he valued so much,” 
Harbor Commission Chair-
woman Nancy Smith said.

Before his death, Dep-
uty established a fund ad-
ministered by the Berrien 

Community Foundation to 
grant up to $7,500 yearly to 
the city “for projects/pro-
grams that include, but are 
not limited to … the water-
front and harbor.”

Smith said the  annu-
al  endowments are used 
to improve and repair the 

New Buffalo walkway 
honors Bill Deputy

Marking a philanthropist

See DEPUTY, page B2
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DOWAGIAC —  Dow-
agiac Union High School 
students are the latest to 
join the statewide Early 
Middle College move-
ment.

Nineteen students have 
agreed to stay in school 
one more year and earn a 
high school diploma and 
college associate’s degree 
at the end of  that fifth 
year.

“We felt it was a good 
program and would be 
very beneficial to offer 
students this opportu-
nity,” Dowagiac Super-
intendent Paul Hartsig 
said. District officials be-
gan talking with and re-
cruiting students for the 
program earlier this year.

Program director Mik-
ki Spagnoli said the Dow-
agiac program allows stu-
dents to get associate’s 
degree from Southwest-
ern Michigan College in 
four career paths or areas 
of  study: engineering, 
nursing, general arts and 
general science.

A unique part of 
the Dowagiac program is 
a partnership with West-
ern Michigan University. 
The agreement allows en-
gineering students take 
classes at SMC and then 
make a seamless transi-
tion to Western’s engi-
neering program.

“We are the first ones 
to have an articulation 
with a four-year univer-
sity,” she said.

Spagnoli said  Dowa-
giac’s effort stems from 
a state initiative encour-
aging school districts to 
start such programs in 
cooperation with com-
munity colleges. Berrien 
County school districts 
have started an Early 
Middle College program, 
forming a consortium 
with Lake Michigan Col-
lege.

“This was part of  (Gov. 
Rick Snyder’s)  initia-
tive and the Legislature 
backed it,” she said. “It’s 
an opportunity for stu-
dents to be college and 
career ready.”

She said Dowagiac has 
10 sophomores  and nine 
juniors participating. 
High school sophomores 
are taking a college suc-
cess course this year to 
learn time management 
and study skills, while ju-
niors are taking two col-
lege classes this year. The 

juniors will take more 
college classes the follow-
ing two years.

Dowagiac juniors 
Daniela Morales and 
Jamie O’Brien say 
they’re glad to be part of 
the program. Daniela is 
getting an associate’s de-
gree in science and hopes 
to become a marine bi-
ologist or veterinarian. 
Jamie is studying to be a 
nurse.

Daniela said it’s taken 
time to get used to her 
college classes. She said 
she doesn’t see staying in 
high school an extra year 
to get both degrees  as  a 
problem.

“I think it’s beneficial 
for students,” she said.

Jamie said she was go-
ing to do dual enrollment 
and then switched to the 
Early Middle College.

“I thought I’d try it. I 
can save a lot of  money 
by doing this,” she said. 
“My family said it would 
be an awesome opportu-
nity, and it has been.”

The girls said that 
they’ve learned valu-
able lessons  about  tak-
ing more responsibility 
for their educations and 
managing time.

“I love the program. 
It’s one of  the best deci-
sions I’ve made,” Jamie 
said. “I’m learning study 
skills. It’s had a super 
positive impact.”

Spagnoli said the dis-
trict has built support 
into the program, such 
as offering mentoring 
and other assitance. She 
meets weekly with ju-
niors, and students in 
their senior year will 
mentor students coming 
into the program. In ad-
dition, all students can 
get help anytime.

Spagnoli said Early 
Middle College goes a 
step beyond the dual en-
rollment college classes 
more and more high 
school students are tak-
ing.

“We say it is dual en-
rollment with a purpose 
where students leave 
with an end product,” 
she said.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Dowagiac schools 
launch Early Middle 
College program

No shame 
in a 5th year

I thought I’d try it. I can 
save a lot of money by 
doing this ... I love the pro-
gram. It’s one of the best 
decisions I’ve made. I’m 
learning study skills. It’s 
had a super positive 
impact.

JAMIE O’BRIEN
Dowagiac junior


