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Only amid the most bi-
zarre, most tawdry, most 

addictive election campaign 
in memory could the real 
story of 2016 be so effectively 
obliterated, namely, that with 
just four months left in the 
Obama presidency, its two 
central pillars 
are collapsing 
before our eyes: 
domestically, its 
radical reform 
of American 
health care, aka 
O b a m a c a r e ; 
and abroad, 
its radical re-
orientation of 
American foreign policy – dis-
engagement marked by diplo-
macy and multilateralism.

Obamacare
On Monday, Bill Clinton 

called it “the craziest thing in 
the world.” And he was only 
talking about one crazy aspect 
of it – the impact on the con-
sumer. Clinton pointed out 
that small business and hard-
working employees (”out there 
busting it, sometimes 60 hours 
a week”) are “getting whacked 
... their premiums doubled 
and their coverage cut in half.”

This, as the program’s en-
tire economic foundation is 
crumbling. More than half  
its nonprofi t “co-ops” have 
gone bankrupt. Major health 
insurers like Aetna and Unit-
edHealthcare, having lost 
millions of dollars, are with-
drawing from the exchanges. 
In one-third of the U.S., ex-
changes will have only one 
insurance provider. Premiums 
and deductibles are exploding. 
Even The New York Times 
blares “Ailing Obama Health 
Care Act May Have to Change 
to Survive.”

Young people, refusing to 
pay disproportionately to sub-
sidize older and sicker patients, 
are not signing up. As the risk 
pool becomes increasingly un-
balanced, the death spiral ac-
celerates. And the only way to 
save the system is with massive 

infusions of tax money.
What to do? The Democrats 

will eventually push to junk 
Obamacare for a full-fl edged, 
government-run, single-payer 
system. Republicans will seek 
to junk it for a more market-
based pre-Obamacare-like al-
ternative. Either way, the sin-
gular domestic achievement 
of this presidency dies.

The Obama Doctrine
The president’s vision was 

to move away from a world 
where stability and “the suc-
cess of  liberty” (JFK, inaugu-
ral address) were anchored by 
American power and move to-
ward a world ruled by univer-
sal norms, mutual obligation, 
international law and multi-
lateral institutions. No more 
cowboy adventures, no more 
unilateralism, no more Guan-
tanamo. We would ascend to 
the higher moral plane of di-
plomacy. Clean hands, clear 
conscience, “smart power.”

This blessed vision has just 
died a terrible death in Alep-
po. Its unraveling was predict-
ed and predictable, though it 
took fully two terms to un-
fold. This policy of pristine 
– and preening – disengage-
ment from the grubby imper-
atives of  realpolitik yielded 
Crimea, the South China Sea, 
the rise of  the Islamic State, 
the return of Iran. And now 
the horror and the shame of 
Aleppo.

After endless concessions 
to Russian demands meant 
to protect and preserve the 
genocidal regime of Bashar 
Assad, last month we fi nally 
capitulated to a deal in which 
we essentially joined Russia 
in that objective. But such is 
Vladimir Putin’s contempt for 
our president that he wouldn’t 
stop there.

He blatantly violated his 
own cease-fi re with an air 
campaign of such spectacular 
savagery – targeting hospitals, 
water pumping stations and 
a humanitarian aid convoy – 
that even Barack Obama and 

John Kerry could no longer 
deny that Putin is seeking not 
compromise but conquest. 
And is prepared to kill every-
one in rebel-held Aleppo to 
achieve it. Obama, left with 
no options – and astonish-
ingly, having prepared none 
– looks on.

At the outset of  the war, we 
could have bombed Assad’s 
airfi elds and destroyed his air-
craft, eliminating the regime’s 
major strategic advantage – 
control of  the air.

Five years later, we can’t. 
Russia is there. Putin has just 
installed S-300 antiaircraft 
missiles near Tartus. Yet, 
none of the rebels have any air 
assets. This is a warning and 
deterrent to the only power 
that could do something – the 
United States.

Obama did nothing before. 
He will surely do nothing now. 
For Americans, the shame is 
palpable. Russia’s annexation 
of Crimea may be an abstrac-
tion, but that stunned injured 
little boy in Aleppo is not.

“What is Aleppo?” famous-
ly asked Gary Johnson. An-
swer: The burial ground of 
the Obama fantasy of benign 
disengagement.

What’s left of  the Obama 
legacy? Even Democrats are 
running away from Obam-
acare. And who will defend his 
foreign policy of lofty speech 
and cynical abdication?

In 2014, Obama said, 
“Make no mistake: [My] poli-
cies are on the ballot.” Dem-
ocrats were crushed in that 
midterm election.

This time around, Obama 
says, “My legacy’s on the bal-
lot.” If  the 2016 campaign 
hadn’t turned into a referen-
dum on character – a battle 
fully personalized and ad ho-
minem – the collapse of the 
Obama legacy would indeed 
be right now on the ballot. 
And his party would be 20 
points behind.

Charles Krauthammer is a columnist for 
The Washington Post. His email is: letters@
charleskrauthammer.com.

Did you hear about Jacob 
Hall?

Maybe his name rings a bell 
for you, maybe not. Jacob 
was the 6-year-old boy who 
was shot on the playground at 
Townville Elementary School 
in South Carolina on Sept. 
28. Another boy and a teacher 
were also struck, but survived.

It’s a blessing that Jacob was 
denied. Hit in the femoral ar-
tery, he suffered massive blood 
loss and spent his last three 
days in a hos-
pital fi ghting to 
live. He lost that 
battle.

Police say his 
assailant was 
another boy, 14 
years old.

Maybe you 
heard about it, 
maybe not. Un-
less you live near where it 
happened, it probably didn’t 
lead your local TV news, nor 
would your favorite cable net-
work have spent much time on 
it. Donald Trump didn’t tweet 
about it. Stephen Colbert of 
“The Late Show” didn’t men-
tion it in his Monday night 
monologue.

But last month, when pres-
sure cooker bombs exploded 
in New York City and on the 
Jersey Shore, it led Colbert’s 
monologue, Trump tweeted 
about it and TV news was all 
over it. No one died, though 
over two dozen were injured.

Of  course, that was terror-
ism. Jacob died in a schoolyard 
shooting.

That’s meant to criticize nei-
ther Colbert, Trump nor the 
news media. Nor is it meant to 
minimize the threat posed by 
terrorism. No, it’s meant only 
to make the following point:

Without really meaning to, 
we’ve evolved a kind of  hierar-
chy of  death in which anything 
that’s called terrorism requires 
wall-to-wall media coverage, 
reactions from political candi-
dates and somber acknowledg-
ment from late-night talk show 
hosts. But a 14-year-old shoots 
a 6-year-old on a playground, 
and it’s just Wednesday.

Perhaps the most frustrating 
thing is that that hierarchy has 
no basis in reality. Last year, 
PolitiFact tallied the number 
of  Americans killed in this 
country by terrorism in the 
10 preceding years. It came to 
71. The number of  us killed by 
guns in that same time frame? 
301,797.

Even if  you allow that some 
of  those shootings were in self-
defense, the gap between 71 
and 301,797 still yawns vaster 
than oceans. Extrapolating 
from numbers compiled by the 
Brady Campaign to Prevent 
Gun Violence, we can estimate 
that well over 25,000 of  the 
dead in that decade are teenag-
ers – and children.

So yeah, did you hear about 
Jacob Hall? Or Justice Bur-
roughs? Or Rodriquez Fer-
guson? Did you hear about 
Solomon Jordan Smith, Sav-
ier Jones and Melanie Marti-
nez? Did you hear about the 
18-month-old in Georgia who 
was shot in the head? Police 
aren’t sure if  he did it himself  
or if  it was his brother, who is 
3 years old.

That’s a snapshot from the 
week Jacob died, seven aver-
age days in America. For the 
record, Jacob, 6, was the oldest 
of  those victims.

Given the disparity between 
the threats represented by gun 
violence and terrorism, it is not 
rational that the latter comes 
out on top in our hierarchy of 
death. For some reason, some 
of  us are less alarmed by ran-
dom violence if  it doesn’t come 
from people with funny names 
acting in service to what is seen 
as an off-brand faith. For some 
reason, some of  us fi nd it easier 
to focus on the threat posed to 
us by perceived Others than on 
the threat we pose ourselves.

Some of  us need to open 
their eyes.

We have built an America 
where a 14-year-old can get his 
hands on a weapon of  mass de-
struction, use it to kill a 6-year-
old and we respond with a 
national shrug – an America 
where we’ve normalized car-
nage and called it “freedom.”

Did you hear about Jacob 
Hall? No, he was not a victim 
of  terrorism.

May that bring you absolute-
ly no comfort at all.

Leonard Pitts is a columnist for The Miami 
Herald. His email is: lpitts@miamiherald.com.

Our hierarchy 
of death makes 

little sense

Trump should walk a mile 
in a vet’s combat boots

Editor,
I am writing this in order 

to vent my displeasure for 
certain remarks by Don-
ald Trump aimed at combat 
vets with PTSD, of which I 
am one.

I would invite Mr. Trump 
and his family the next time 
there is a Khe Sanh, a Tet 
Offensive, a Hue, a Rockpile, 
an LZ Stud, a Sau Valley, a 
Hamburger Hill. Please come 
with us and sleep in an un-
derground bunker with rats, 
then drag a 155mm Howitzer 
down a steep narrow road 
through enemy territory with 
mortars dropping, trying to 
get to Danang for a new tube 
(barrel) pulled by a deuce and 
a half.

Also, please go with us at 
night when your dog tags are 
given up and you chopper 
into Cambodia or Laos, stand 
on a hill, overlooking the 
next, viewing approximately 
450 bodies which you helped 
kill, fi ring dangerously close 
with a 155mm Howitzer, then 
go down roads in which there 
are bodies hanging in trees 
held up with communica-
tions wire or view decapitated 
heads on stakes or wash your 
clothes with fl oating dead 
bodies.

Last but not least, come 
and stand or sit in a muddy 
foxhole eating C-rations from 

1943, sipping on a canteen of 
water waiting all night to be 
overrun by NVA.

Yes, please do this and tell 
me and others that PTSD is 
only for the weak. Walk in 
our shoes when certain sights, 
smells or sounds make you 
jump or want to throw up and 
you can’t sleep, for you can 
still see and feel a war of long 
past.

Russell N. White
U.S.M.C. 1966-1969)
Vietnam (1968-1969)

Sawyer

Griffin will be advocate 
for area’s small farmers

Editor,
My name is Kristin 

Kubiszak. I am a wife, mother 
and farmer. Southwest Michi-
gan is a special place, and I 
am writing to let our farming 
and small business communi-
ties know of our family sup-
port of Beth Griffi n for state 
representative.

Beth has been endorsed by 
the Farm Bureau because she 
has shown that she will be a 
positive and hard-working 
advocate for all farms in our 
area. Through her connection 
to the conservation district, 
she also understands the 
many positive and proactive 
things that local farmers are 
doing to help improve water 
quality and overall soil health. 
She has been working togeth-
er with the Farm Bureau and 

conservation district for over 
four years, and will continue 
this focus into the future.

We have an opportunity to 
elect someone who knows 
the needs of our farming and 
small business community. 
Join me in supporting Beth 
Griffi n for state representative 
for Van Buren County.

Kristin Kubiszak
Paw Paw
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IN OUR OPINION

College needs to advance; 
vote ‘yes’ on tax increase

On Nov. 8, voters in Ber-
rien County, Covert 
Township and the South 

Haven school district will be 
asked to approve a 10-year, 0.48-
mill tax increase to fund Lake 
Michigan College capital proj-
ects.

Should voters say “yes”? That’s 
an easy one: Absolutely.

As far as Berrien County insti-
tutions go, it is difficult to find a 
more important one than LMC. 
To keep the region strong, it is 
vital that the region keep LMC 
strong.

We say this because so many 
households depend on the com-
munity college. Countless area 
residents over the years have 
started their postsecondary edu-
cation careers at LMC, whether 
to obtain an associate degree, or 
in many cases using it as a spring-
board to a four-year degree. And 
in this age of skyrocketing college 
costs and debt, students and par-
ents are especially wise to con-
sider the economic advantages of 
community college.

In addition, numerous employ-
ers in Berrien County and 
beyond depend on LMC to serve 
as a training ground for our 
region’s workforce. Without the 
college, it is fair to say any num-
ber of companies simply could 
not find enough skilled labor 
to remain here. Looking to the 
future, the need for a workforce 
with skills beyond what a high 
school education provides is only 
projected to keep increasing. 
According to 2013 Georgetown 
University Center study, 70 per-
cent of jobs by 2020 in Michigan 
will require college training after 
high school.

With this in mind, LMC lead-
ers have carefully examined the 
college’s long-term needs and 
concluded it will need an infu-
sion of revenue in order to thrive. 
That’s why LMC seeks a millage 
increase to fund major building 
needs. The increase would cost 
the owner of a $125,000 home – 
nearly the average median home 
value in Berrien County – about 
$30 a year, raising about $4 mil-
lion a year over the next 10 years.

By law, the money could not 
be used for operations. It would 
go toward various needs such as 
upgrading security, modernizing 
classrooms, improving technol-
ogy and equipment, beefing up 
student support services, updat-
ing heating/cooling systems, etc.

Has LMC been a good steward 
of taxpayer money? We believe 
so. LMC currently has the 24th 
lowest overall millage rate out 
of 28 community colleges in 
Michigan. Should this levy pass, 
it would have the 21st lowest 
rate. Also, the last time LMC 
raised taxes was in 1996 (0.25 
mills), despite seeing state reve-
nue sharing plummet since 2001. 
(The college received 17 percent 
of its funding from the state for 
the 2015-16 school year, down 
from 32 percent in 2001.)

In short, the college is at a 
crossroads. If voters approve 
the increase, LMC will revamp, 
retool and reinvigorate in order 
to remain an academic and eco-
nomic regional powerhouse. If  
the millage fails, LMC will took 
to trim costs, tighten budgets and 
more or less get by as best it can.

We sincerely hope voters see 
the value of spending a couple 
of dollars a month to allow the 
college to achieve its vision. We 
can’t think of a better invest-
ment in Southwest Michigan as 
a whole.

Obama’s legacy already lies in tatters
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