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LOCAL & STATE
TIME CAPSULE

Time Capsule, which runs every Monday, takes a look back through the HP photo archives. If 
you would like to share a nostalgic comment about this photo, please join the discussion on 
our Facebook page: facebook.com/HeraldPalladium.

Firefighter Forrest Barker had to climb high to hose down the fire that struck the Whit-
comb hotel Sept. 14, 1961, in downtown St. Joseph. Some 300 guests and staff were 
forced to evacuate after a kitchen fire spread seven floors to the roof. There were no 
injuries. The ladder truck is from the Benton Harbor Fire Department. Firefighter Ralph 
Stanley monitors the hoses. 

WHITCOMB FIRE

SJ Twp. adjusts budget 
to cover shortfall

ST. JOSEPH —  State 
revenue sharing projections 
didn’t come in as expected, 
so the St. Joseph Township 
Board of Trustees has ad-
justed its budget to make 
up for it.

The adjustments ap-
proved at last week’s 
meeting take the general 
fund from $1,436,980, to 
$1,391,980, which is still a 
healthy fi gure, according 
to Interim Manager Denise 
Cook.

“Barring any catastro-
phes, we’ll be in the black 
for the end of the year,” she 
said.

The adjustments come 
as the township prepares to 
adopt next year’s budget, 
which will likely happen at 
the Nov. 21 meeting. The 
township runs on a calen-
dar fi scal year, from Janu-
ary to December.

The board changed the 
meeting date from Nov. 7, 
but will still start at 6 p.m., 
at the township hall, on 
3000 Washington Ave., St. 
Joseph. The budget hearing 
is set for 6:10 p.m.

The adjustments includ-
ed a $30,000 dropoff in 
revenue sharing, which was 
offset in part by $15,000 in 
refunds to the township, 

Cook said.
Those initial calculations 

took the general fund from 
$1,325,500, to $1,310,050, 
said Cook, who continues 
in her other role as town-
ship clerk.

“The state projections 
didn’t pan out to what they 
said they were going to,” 
she said.

The remaining adjust-
ments included $20,000 
in increased spending for 
elections, and transfers of 
$45,000 for the building de-
partment, and $20,000 as a 
contingency, Cook added.

Cook is serving as in-
terim manager until the 
board replaces Tim Fender-
bosch, who retired a couple 
months ago, for health rea-
sons.

In other business, the 
board raised annual sala-
ries 2 percent for elected of-
fi cials and trustees.

Supervisor Roger Seely 
will now earn $17,330, 
Cook and Treasurer Dave 
Vonk will go to $16,751, 
and township trustees will 
receive $5,202 per year.

The board also bought 
a Toro lawnmower for 
$13,917 from Mid County 
Lawn & Garden, of St. 
Joseph to replace two oth-
ers that broke down last 
month, Cook said.

John Deere also submit-

ted a bid for $200 under 
Mid County’s quote, “but 
they (the board) chose to 
get the Toro because all our 
other mowers are Toro, and 
we have parts on hand for 
Toros,” Cook said.

The board named Cook 
and Seely as its alternate 
representatives to the 
Southwest Michigan Plan-
ning Commission, and 
named Ray Matejczyk to 
the Planning Commission, 
for one- and three-year 
terms, respectively. Matejc-
zyk replaces Bill Thomas, 
who resigned.

The board also reap-
pointed Jonathan Fisk, Di-
ana Flora and John Helsley 
for three-year terms to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, 
Library Board, and Plan-
ning Commission, respec-
tively.

The township is still 
looking to fi ll several other 
vacancies, including a posi-
tion on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals.

Seely advises anyone 
who’s interested to stop by 
the township hall, and fi ll 
out an application.

“Ray (Matejczyk) was ap-
pointed, because he’d hand-
ed in some paperwork prior 
(to the meeting). What we 
wanted to do is a compile a 
list of people (who want to 
serve),” he said.

By Ralph HEITBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

The culture of accounting

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Things weren’t that much 
different for Kelli Nelson 
when she walked into work 
last Monday.

She sat at the same desk, 
answered the same phone 
and spoke to the same 
people. However, Monday 
proved to be her fi rst day as 
Benton Township’s next su-
perintendent. The 32-year-
old was fi rst hired to serve as 
the township’s comptroller 
in 2009. She was tabbed to 
replace Elden Piontek – who 
had a longtime presence  in 
Benton Township.

Nelson, who lives  in Lin-
coln Township and  is look-
ing to relocate to Benton 
Township, lives with her 
husband and two children.

Herald-Palladium staff  
writer Tony Wittkowski sat 
down with Nelson to discuss 
how she became interested 
in her profession.

I know you the township 
has been prepping to have 
you take over as superinten-
dent, but how it does it feel 
now that it’s fi nally here?

We’re just a couple days 
in, but like you said we 
had been preparing for the 
transition. It was different. 
(Elden’s) usually in on Tues-
days, so it’s weird not having 
him here. Other than that it’s 
business as usual.

What would you say are 
your responsibilities as super-
intendent?

The superintendent is 
appointed by the board. 
My primary responsibili-
ties are  implementing the 
board’s adoptive policies, 
overseeing the day-to-day 
operations of the town-
ship and helping the board 
achieve their goals.

When did you fi rst become 
interested in fi nances?

I was at Hope College and 
I had originally declared a 
major in engineering. It was 
the summer after my fresh-
man year where I was help-
ing my dad, who is a busi-
ness owner in Kalamazoo, 
with some of the bookkeep-
ing. I thought it was interest-
ing and delved into it from 
there. My sophomore year 
I changed my major to ac-
counting and went into the 
public accounting track. I 

started out with Plante Mo-
ran in 2006 and got my CPA 
shortly after. Benton Town-
ship was one of my clients in 
the time I was there.

So when you were growing 
up you didn’t have plans for 
fi nancing?

No. As a child I couldn’t 
have told you what a CPA 
was. It wasn’t a childhood 
dream, but it was something 
I learned later in life that 
came natural to me. I was 
good at it and I enjoyed it.

After college you worked 
at Plante Moran. What drew 
you there?

I wanted  to work for a 
regional fi rm. I wanted  to 
be relatively close to home. 
I think the deciding fac-
tor was the St. Joseph area. 
That’s where I met my hus-
band.

OK, so how did you start 
working in Benton Township 
as a comptroller?

When I was with Plante 
Moran, I would be out here 
working on the township’s 
audit. Elden would say, “I’m 
getting close to retirement. 
Do you ever think about 
transitioning out of public 
accounting?” A year later, 
Elden got a little more seri-
ous about it and I thought 
it might be a good time to 
try municipal accounting. I 
thought Benton Township 
would be a good fi t.”

What’s your favorite part 
about working here?

Each day is different. Each 

day has it’s own set of chal-
lenges. But we’ve got a really 
great team I enjoy working 
with. It makes it a fun place 
to work. There’s never really 
a dull moment around here. 
We stay really busy.

Do you have any hobbies 
outside of work?

These days my children 
tend to be at the forefront of 
the hobby list. I like spend-
ing time with them. I like be-
ing outside and riding bikes 
and going for a run. I’ve 
been doing spin class more 
often.

What do you have in store 
for the township?

We’ve already started on 
a lot of our big initiatives. 
We’re still working on our 
new website. We hope to 
launch that in a couple of 
weeks. We are starting are 
SAW grant, which will be 
a big undertaking for the 
township. There’s a lot we 
had in progress that we are 
working to wrap up as well.

Heading into municipal 
accounting, was there any-
thing that was different from 
what you were doing?

The culture between pub-
lic accounting and a munici-
pality is different. In public 
accounting you are checking 
the fi nancial preparations 
versus when you work at a 
municipality you are doing 
the preparation. We are ac-
tually creating the entries.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

How Benton Twp.’s superintendent gravitated to municipal finances

Don Campbell / HP staff

Kelli Nelson, the new Benton Township Superintendent, is pho-
tographed Oct. 4. She comes to the job after being township 
comptroller.

Q & A
KELLI NELSON

Mitt Romney Economic 
Club speaker Oct. 18

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
—  The Economic Club of 
Southwestern Michigan 
will host business leader, 
former presidential can-
didate and past Massa-
chusetts Governor Mitt 
Romney Oct. 18 at its fi rst 
meeting of the 2016-2017 
Speakers Series.

Romney will speak at 
The Mendel Center, Lake 
Michigan College, 2755 
E. Napier Avenue. Upton 
Hall doors will open at 5:30 
p.m.; Mainstage Theater 
doors will open at 6 p.m.; 

the speech begins at 7:20 
p.m.

According to Economic 
Club President Mike Cook, 
Romney’s visit to South-
west Michigan just weeks 
before the presidential 
election couldn’t be bet-
ter timing for The Club. In 
his speech, Romney will 
candidly offer his take on 
“The Future of America/
The Politics of Today,” and 
the impact Clinton’s and 
Trump’s bid for the White 
House are having on them.

Romney was the Republi-
can presidential nominee in 
2012. As governor of Mas-
sachusetts from 2002-2007, 
he led a dramatic reversal of 
the state’s fortunes and sus-
tained a period of econom-
ic expansion. He also was a 
catalyst for changing Mas-
sachusetts’ health care pro-

grams, implementing a pri-
vate, market-based reform 
that ensured every citizen 
had health insurance. His 
education reforms helped 
ensure that his state’s young 
people could compete in 
the global economy.

Prior to serving as gov-
ernor, Romney was presi-
dent and CEO of the 2002 
Winter Olympic Games in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. He 
eradicated a $379 million 
operating defi cit and orga-
nized 23,000 volunteers just 
months after the devastat-
ing Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist 
attacks.

As a businessman, Rom-
ney founded Bain Capital, 
one of the nation’s most 
successful venture capital 
and investment companies. 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Memberships, 
single tickets 
available for series

Andrews U. hosts egg drop contest

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
—  The Andrews Univer-
sity campus and commu-
nity is invited to attend the 
annual egg drop contest, 
hosted by the university’s 
Department of Engineer-
ing and Computer Science 
and the Society of Wom-
en Engineers Club, at 4 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20.

The event is held outside 
of the Science Complex, 
with teams taking turns re-
leasing their designs from 
the roof of the building. 
The teams, comprised of 
both engineering students 
and members of the com-
munity, are challenged to 
design and create a vehicle 
that will allow the egg to 
be dropped from the top 
of the three-story building 
and land without break-
ing. The top three teams, 
as judged by department 
faculty, will receive prizes.

Contest rules are:
• The vehicle must be 

intact as it falls. For ex-
ample, no external string 
should be attached to the 
vehicle to control fl ight or 
impact.
• Catching devices are 

not permitted. The ve-

hicle’s design must allow 
the egg to be easily inserted 
and removed.
• There is no weight or 

size restriction on the vehi-
cle, but it must demonstrate 
a creative “design” based 

on science.
For information 

about the Department 
of Engineering & Com-
puter Science, visit an-
drews.edu/ecs or email 
engineering@andrews.edu.

By HP STAFF

See ROMNEY, page A8

adnum=60784770

WANTED
HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

A select number of homeowners in the 
area will be given the opportunity to have 

a lifetime  
installed on their home at a 

reasonable cost. 

Ask how an Erie Metal Roof will keep 
your home warmer in the winter and cooler 

in the summer, saving on energy bills.

Call today to see if you qualify. Not only 
will you receive the best price possible, 
but we will give you access to no money 

attractive rates and terms.

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SAVE.

www.ErieMetalRoofs.com
1-800-952-3743

Call Now!

TM
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .64º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .44º
Record High . . . . . . 82º in 1949
Record Low . . . . . . 19º in 1989
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.01"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.99"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 33.61"
Normal year to date . . . . 28.93"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:54 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:10 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:01 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1:28 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see sunny skies 
with a high temperature of 66º, 
humidity of 72%. South wind 5 to 
10 mph. Expect partly cloudy skies 
tonight with an overnight low of 
50º. Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Tuesday, skies will be mostly sunny 
with a high temperature of 69º.

Today, S wind 9 to 14 kt. Sunny. Waves around 2 ft. Water 
temperature 58 degrees. Tonight, S wind around 11 kt. Mostly 
cloudy. Waves around 2 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Tuesday

Mostly Sunny
69º / 54º

Wednesday

Few Showers
68º / 50º

Thursday

Mostly Sunny
58º / 44º

Friday

Mostly Sunny
61º / 48º

Today

Sunny
66º

Tonight

Partly Cloudy
50º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be sunny with highs in the 60s. South wind 10 
to 15 mph. Expect partly cloudy skies Tuesday with isolated rain, 
highs in the 60s. South wind 3 to 7 mph.

Today, skies will be sunny with highs in the 60s. South wind 6 to 
9 mph. Expect mostly sunny skies Tuesday with highs in the 60s. 
Southwest wind 8 to 11 mph.

What causes wind shear? ?

Answer: A sudden change in wind 
speed or direction.

Full
10/16

Last
10/22

New
10/30

First
11/7

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 36
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Oct. 10, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991
Lake Michigan College’s vice 

president for corporate and 
community development has 
been named to a committee 
of community college training 
leaders which will help develop 
an evaluation model for cus-
tomized training.

Jack Wismer will sit on the 
committee, which will advise the 
Michigan Department of Edu-
cation and the Center for Com-
munity Studies on customized 
training. The group will also 
develop a local and state-wide 
evaluation model for specialized 
training programs and dissemi-
nation of information concern-
ing new technologies that affect 
local occupation education pro-
grams.

35 years ago – 1981
James E. Strong was pre-

sented with the third annual 
Buchanan Good Neighbor 

Award Friday night in ceremo-
nies at Faith United Methodist 
Church in Buchanan. Strong, 
35, is a bachelor who works in 
the paint shop at Tyler Refrig-
eration, Niles. He was cited for 
his work with senior citizens, 
youths from broken homes, 
handicapped children and for 
his church.

Strong received a $400 check 
and a plaque. His name will 
also be engraved on the master 
plaque displayed at City Hall.

50 years ago – 1966
Margaret Sanger Slee, 83, 

founder of the birth control 
movement, died recently in a 
nursing home at Tucson, Ariz. 
She had been the center of 
controversy in connection with 
birth control information since 
1915. She had been arrested and 
indicted on criminal charges in 
her campaign to make birth 
control knowledge available.

Today is Monday, Oct. 10, the 
284th day of 2016. There are 
82 days left in the year. This is 
Columbus Day in the United 
States, as well as Thanksgiving 
Day in Canada.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Oct. 10, 1966, the Beach 

Boys’ single “Good Vibrations” 
by Brian Wilson and Mike Love 
was released by Capitol Re-
cords.

On this date:
In A.D. 19, Roman general 

Germanicus Julius Caesar, 33, 
died in Antioch under myste-
rious circumstances, possibly 

from poisoning.
In 1845, the U.S. Naval Acad-

emy was established in Annapo-
lis, Maryland.

In 1913, the Panama Canal 
was effectively completed as 
President Woodrow Wilson sent 
a signal from the White House 
by telegraph, setting off  explo-
sives that destroyed a section of 
the Gamboa dike.

In 1935, the George Gershwin 
opera “Porgy and Bess,” featur-
ing an all-black cast, opened on 
Broadway, where it ran for 124 
performances.

In 1938, Nazi Germany com-
pleted its annexation of Czecho-
slovakia’s Sudetenland.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

headquarters of the War-
ren Featherbone Co. built in 
1905 at 3 N. Elm St. From 
1928 to 1952, the building 
was the Chamberlain Me-
morial Museum, in honor 
of the founder of Three 
Oaks, Harry Chamberlain.

In 1952, the museum 
collection was donated to 
Michigan State Universi-
ty, the library was moved to 
a smaller structure, and the 

building  fell into disrepair. 
Much of the museum collec-
tion has since been returned 
to the Region of Three Oaks 
History Museum, 5 Feath-
erbone Ave.

In 1982, the building was 
purchased by the Bank of 
Three Oaks. Under the di-
rection of Larry Bubb, more 
than $1 million was spent in 
restoration and the building 
has been placed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic 
Places by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Interior. The build-
ing housed various banks 

until 1999 when the Three 
Oaks Township Public Li-
brary and the Three Oaks 
Township entered into an 
agreement to purchase the 
building. The library of-
ficially made its move on 
January 15, 2000.

The library is open  from 
noon to 7 p.m.Tuesdays 
and Thursdays;  from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  Wednesdays 
and Fridays; and from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays. For 
information call 269-756-
5621 or visit www.three 
oaks.michlibrary.org.

Janet Hayes / HP Correspondent

Three Oaks Township Supervisor Chuck Sittig, left, describes the research he did on River Val-
ley High School basketball teams to Pat and Dr. Raymond Reck. Sittig used old newspapers and 
yearbooks found in the Jane Ward Genealogy Room that was dedicated Oct. 1.

GENEALOGY
From page A1

and holds a B.A. in crimi-
nal justice and psychology. 
He became a Michigan 
State Police trooper and 
was assigned to Van Bu-
ren County in 1997 at the 
South Haven post.

He was seriously injured 
twice while a state trooper 
and had to have surgery. 
After 10 years he left the 
state police and earned a 
law degree from Michigan 
State University’s Col-
lege of  Law. After that he 
served for a year at the Ber-
rien County prosecutor’s 
office. He’s been with  the 
Van Buren prosecutor’s of-

fice for four years.
McKay is a board mem-

ber of  the Wings of  God 
Transition Home for wom-
en coming out of  jail. He 
is also a board member 
of  the Red Arrow Soccer 
Club.

McKay said his goal is 
continuity.

“My goal is to be able to 
step in and help the court 
system do what we do al-
ready,” he said, “which is 
provide a very high level 
of  service to Van Buren 
County citizens.  We have 
to replace a judge that’s 
been there for 20 years. 
That’s a lot more difficult 
than it sounds, to be able 
to step in and do what he’s 
doing.” 

JUDGE
From page A1

will be upset about a 
new Indeck plant. He 
said he’s been told the 
plant will be quieter and 
run more efficiently than 
the plant originally pro-
posed.

Township residents 
were among the most 
vocal opponents against 
the plant 15 years ago, 
but had no power to stop 
it because  the land is in 
Niles,  though surround-
ed by Howard Township.

People can follow the 
company’s plans on the 
www.indecknilesenergy 
center.com website.

INDECK
From page A1

Today, he serves as director 
of Marriott International 
and as an advisor for a pri-
vate equity firm.

The Economic Club has 
memberships available, 
along with a limited num-
ber of single speaker tickets 
for non-members.

In addition to Romney, 
The club’s series includes 
Dana Perino, co-host of 
Fox’s “The Five” and for-

mer White House press 
secretary; Capt. Scott Kelly, 
a history-making NASA 
astronaut and retired U.S. 
Navy captain; Michio 
Kaku, world-renowned 
physicist, futurist and best-
selling author; and An-
derson Cooper, broadcast 
journalist and Anchor of 
CNN’s “Anderson Cooper 
360°.”

Having a Club member-
ship guarantees a seat at all 
five meetings for the price 
of three single speaker tick-
ets. Single tickets for all five 

speakers are on sale now 
on a first come, first hon-
ored basis. For the Rom-
ney meeting, Upton Hall 
Dinner ticket sales close 
at noon  Wednesday. Up-
ton Hall speaker-only and 
Mainstage ticket sales close 
just prior to the meeting, 
Oct. 18.

Information about each 
of the speakers, member-
ships and single ticket prices 
are available at  TheEcon-
Club.com/BoxOffice or by 
calling The Mendel Center 
Box Office at 927-1221.

ROMNEY
From page A3

Michigan resident converts  
farmhouse into antique gold mine

WATERTOWN  — Jill 
and Ron Albert have a 
small farm near the inter-
section of Howe and Air-
port roads a few miles west 
of DeWitt.

The Lansing State 
Journal reported DeWitt 
Township and its apart-
ment complexes, expensive 
homes and shopping pla-
zas lie to the east of Air-
port Road. On the other 
side is Watertown Town-
ship, where the Alberts 
have a cozy little prop-
erty – for a farm – about a 
mile west of the line along 
Howe Road.

The area still has a rural 
feel, but increasingly, new 
single family homes can be 
spotted amid the corn and 
wheat.

But to look at the Al-
bert’s home is to look at the 
past. The white farmhouse 
has red, white and blue 
bunting over the front and 
side doors. A sign marks 
the property as a Michigan 
Centennial Farm.

Among the outbuildings 
behind it are a hen house, a 
granary and a barn named 
best in the state in 2013 by 
the Michigan Barn Preser-
vation Network.

But those are just labels 
now. There are no chickens 
in the hen house, no grain 
in the granary or animals 
in the barn. Just the two 
house cats that sometimes 
drop by.

It’s all devoted to Jill 
Albert’s passion for buy-
ing and selling antiques, 
and she’s planning for her 
ninth annual antique festi-
val Oct. 15-16.

It’ll all be there right on 
her property, which has 
been in the family since 
1891.

“I’ve collected antiques 
for a really long time and I 

just believe that it’s a really 
good way to live green,” 
said Albert, 66.

“And it’s a really good 
investment. I think the 
quality you get with old 
furniture is usually by far 
better than some of the 
bigger stores that you go to 
– and what you’re going to 
pay a lot more for.”

Albert and more than a 
dozen other vendors will 
sell antiques on the farm 
for the two-day event.

Albert has the barn 
stocked full of antique 
items ranging from oil 
paintings, old hardcover 
books to bear rugs and a 
mounted antelope head.

Her grandmother’s solid 
wooden cupboard is there 
along with an ice box that 
could repurposed as a bar 
or small cabinet. They 
both date from the late 
1800s.

There’s even a globe with 
West and East Germany in 
contrasting colors.

Albert said she started 
the antiques sale to pay 
for the maintenance of the 
buildings, which have been 
restored. The rest of the 
proceeds fund more an-
tique purchases.

A records search by a 
family member found that 
a farm has been on the 
property since the 1870s. 
Albert’s grandfather Henry 
Henning – who accord-
ing to family lore came 
to America at age 16 as 
a stowaway – bought the 
place in 1891.

Albert’s parents, Leo and 
Gilberta Henning, eventu-
ally acquired the farm and 
raised their five children 
there. Jill was the youngest.

Leo Henning died in 
1979, and when Gilberta 
Henning died in 1994, 
the 58-acre farm was split 
among the five siblings. Al-
bert got the buildings and 
nearby farmland – slightly 

more than 11 acres in all. 
Her two sisters received 
parcels on each side of the 
Albert’s farm. One brother 
ended with property across 
the street and the other has 
a farmhouse up the road.

“It’s kind of like a com-
mune,” Albert said, laugh-
ing.

That comes in handy be-
cause Jill and Ron Albert 
aren’t farmers. Her brother 
Don, a 76-year-old Gen-
eral Motors retiree, grows 
soybeans, corn and wheat 
on their property. There 
are good years and bad 
years, and the Alberts get 
a percentage of whatever 
Don makes.

Jill said she wants him to 
grow alfalfa for the simple 
reason that she enjoyed the 
smell as a girl.

But like the alfalfa on 
her grandfather’s farm, an 
entire way of life seems to 
be disappearing.

When asked about the 
encroaching development 
Albert simply sighs. The 
old buildings and the an-
tiques provide a link to a 
happy past, but the future 
is undeniable.

A sister died and a new 
modern home stands on 
what once was a section of 
the Henning farm, owned 
by someone from outside 
the family.

“We just lost a farm next 
door,” she said. “They had 
been our neighbors since 
early in the 1950s.

“That was like an 85-
acre farm. It was L-shaped 
and goes around the back 
of our farm.”

Albert said part of that 
tract connects to another 
farm that was recently sold 
along Cutler Road.

“So we’re assuming it’s 
just a matter of time before 
they start tearing that land 
up,” she said. “It’s just not 
country anymore.

“I don’t like what I see.”
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