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OUR TOWN
Got news for ‘Our Town’?

Do you have some news about your hometown that you would like to see in the 
paper? Send it to “Our Town” in care of Features Editor Andy Steinke at The Her-
ald-Palladium, P.O. Box 128, St. Joseph, MI 49085; deliver it to 3450 Hollywood 
Road; fax it to The HP at 429-4398; or send email to focus@TheHP.com. Timely 
news about upcoming events should be received two weeks prior to the events.

IN BRIEF
Van Buren libraries 
to celebrate books

Branches of the Van Bu-
ren District Library are cele-
brating books Saturday with 
a series of free parties.

Each branch is hosting 
an author, storyteller, poet 
or puppeteers, and will have 
reading-related games, ac-
tivities and contests.

Poet Susan Ramsey 
Blackwell will appear at 
the branch in  Mattawan; 
author Shirley Rigozzi will 
visit Bangor; author Amy 
Goodwin will speak at the 
Bloomingdale and Law-
rence branches; author 
Maris Soule also will visit 
the Bloomingdale branch; 
storytellers Naima Abdul-
Haqq and Kalamazoo Bat-
man will be  in Covert; and 
the Village Puppeteers will 
appear in Decatur.

A complete schedule of 
events is available at each 
location and online at www.
vbdl.org/calendar.

Those  who attend the 
party dressed as a book 
character will receive a prize, 
and cardholders who check 
out at least two books dur-
ing the party will be entered 
into a drawing to win a $25 
Barnes and Noble gift card.

New Troy flea market 
re-opens Saturday

NEW TROY — The New 
Troy Indoor Flea Mar-
ket  will begin its 2016-17 
season Saturday, Oct. 8 and 
15; and will continue on the 
second and third Saturdays 
of every month through 
March at the New Troy 
Community Center, 13372 
California Road.

The market is full of trea-
sures, including antiques, 
tools, crafts, books, memo-
rabilia, housewares, furni-
ture and locally made or 
grown foods.

Admission is free.
Vendors spaces are avail-

able for $13 each, which in-
cludes a table and chair. A 
reduced rate is available for 
those who commit to the 
entire season.

For more information, 
contact Donald at 773-803-
9773.

Zombie Fest set 
Sunday in South Haven

SOUTH HAVEN — 
South Haven Memorial 
Library, 314 Broadway St., 
will host Zombie Fest from 
6-8 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 9.

Festivities will begin with 
snacks and a zombie dice 
tournament. At 7 p.m., a 
makeup artist from Astute 
Artistry will help attendees 
transform into little ghouls.

The event is for those 13 
and older. Registration is 
required.

Shoreline Garden Club 
to meet Monday

S T E V E N S V I L L E 
—  The Shoreline Garden 
Club (SGC) will hold their 
monthly meeting at 6:30 
p.m. Monday, Oct. 10, at the 
Lincoln Township Public 
Library, 2099 W. John Beers 
Road. Barbara Balgoyen of 
Walter Gardens in Zeeland-

will give a presentation fol-
lowed by a short business 
meeting.

Walter Gardens is the 
largest grower of perennials 
in the nation. 

Autumn Theater Event 
to benefit 4-H

THREE OAKS — The 
Berrien County 4-H Foun-
dation’s Autumn Theater 
Event will feature Pump 
Boys and Dinettes on 
Thursday, Oct. 13, at The 
Acorn Theater, 107 Genera-
tions Drive.

Doors open at 6 p.m. 
with complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres, a cash bar and si-
lent auction, followed by the 
musical production at 7:15 
p.m.

Tickets are $35 and can 
be purchased at the door or 
online at www.acorntheater.
com.  Proceeds benefi t 4-H 
programs across Berrien 
County.

Pump Boys and Dinettes 
is a countrifi ed musical 
tribute to life along the 
open road. A little stop off  
Highway 57 in small town 
North Carolina is where all 
the action is, but between 
changing tires and baking 
pies, the gang performs a 
rousing, down-home mix of 
country western, rock ‘n’ roll 
and blue grass in this tale of 
friendship, romance and 
life’s simple pleasures.

To learn more about 
the 4-H Foundation, visit 
www.facebook.com/Berrien
County4HFoundationInc.

Friends bring the 
garden inside

NEW BUFFALO — 
With the outdoor growing 
season coming to a close, 
the Friends of New Buffalo 
Library are bringing garden-
ing inside with a workshop 
on terrariums, disk gardens 
and fairy gardens at 6:30 
p.m. Monday, Oct. 17, at the 
library, 33 N. Thompson St.

The hands-on session will 
cover the basics of putting 
together a tiny garden for 
indoors or outdoors and 
will end with a garden to 
take home. The session will 
be conducted by master gar-
dener Annette Van Dusen.

Attendance is limited to 
15 and registration is re-
quired at the library front 
desk by Thursday, Oct. 13. 
There is a $20 materials fee 
due at registration. Fees will 
be refunded if cancellation 
is received by Thursday, Oct. 
13.

The Friends’ next pro-
gram will be  “Public Gar-
dens – Why They Matter” 
by Fernwood Botanical 
Garden Executive Director 
Carol Line on Oct. 24.

For more  information, 
call the library at 469-2933 
or email new.buffalo.FOL@
gmail.com.

CASM to provide 
LGBTQ+ training

ST. JOSEPH — The 
Counseling Association 
of Southwest Michigan 
(CASM) will be hosting a 
presentation for LGBTQ+ 
cultural competency train-
ing from 5:30-8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 20, at St. 
Joseph High School, 2521 
Stadium Drive.

The OutCenter will be 
providing professional 
training to area agencies, 
organizations, businesses 
and schools who work with 
or employ members of the 
LGBTQ+ community. It 
will provide fact-based, 
proactive and best practices 
training.

This training can help 
organizations meet federal 
requirements.

Participants will learn 
LBGTQ+ terminology, in-
clusion strategies and issues 
faced by LGBTQ+ youth.

Cost is $20 for CASM 
members and $25 for non-
members and includes light 
refreshments.

To register, email sheran
wallis@icloud.com by Oct. 
14. Payment (cash or check 
made out to CASM) will be 
due at the door.

Dance marathon 
planned for Oct. 22

STEVENSVILLE — The 
Berrien County Dancers will 
offer a variety of 45-minute 
dance and fi tness classes at 
their Dance Marathon fun-
draiser from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 22, at Lake-
shore High School, 5771 
Cleveland Ave. The event is 
for adults and children, ages 
3 and up. The cost is $5 per 
class or $15 per person for 
unlimited classes. Registra-
tion will be done at the door.

No prior experience is 
required to participate. 
Classes will include zumba, 
yoga/stretch, fi tness, African 
dance, hip-hop, swing, kids 
modern, kids jazz and cre-
ative movement. Classes will 
be taught by BCD company 
members, except zumba 
which will be taught by Al-
loyd Blackmon.

The class schedule is avail-
able online at www.berrien
countydancers.com. For 
more information, call the 
dance offi ce at 428-1402, 
ext. 2099.

The Dance Marathon is 
a fundraiser for this year’s 
artists-in-residence and fu-
ture projects.

Federal employees 
meeting on Oct. 25

BENTON HARBOR 
—  The Southwest Michi-
gan Chapter 572 of the 
National Association of 
Retired Federal Employ-
ees will hold their monthly 
meeting at 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 25, at the Super Buf-
fet, in the Pipestone Plaza, 
1956 Pipestone Road (next 
to Big Lots). 

The program will include 
updates on 2017 COLA, 
Medicare and health plan 
premiums, and election of 
offi cers. Current and retired 
federal employees, spouses 
and friends are welcome. 
This is the last regular 
meeting of 2016; the next 
meeting will be on March 
28, 2017. The holiday party 
will take place on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6. 

For more information, 
call Jean Rowe at 782-2769 
or email jeanrowe70@
comcast.net.

Festival of Colors 
fundraiser is Saturday

BENTON HARBOR 
— On Saturday, Oct. 8, 
Calling All Colors and the 
Race Relations Council will 
hold the annual Festival of 
Colors fundraiser at Hilton 
Garden Inn, 1300 Cinema 
Way.

The festivities will begin at 
6 p.m. and will include din-
ner, dancing, entertainment, 
games and a silent auction.

Calling All Colors is a 
diversity education pro-
gram for elementary school-
aged  children in  Benton 
Harbor and St. Joseph. 

Calling All Colors provides 
an opportunity for children 
from diverse backgrounds 
to come together, share 
positive experiences, shed 
stereotypes and build rela-
tionships.

Every school year, more 
than 1,000 fi rst- to fourth-
graders spend two half  
days with children from 
the neighboring commu-
nity,  sharing a variety of 
diversity education activities 
in small groups.  The chil-
dren follow up with pen pal 
exchanges and an  end-of-

the-year picnic.
In addition to Calling 

All Colors, part of the fun-
draiser proceeds will go to 
the scholarship fund of the 
Race Relations Council 
and the All God’s Children 
Community Choir.

Tickets for the fundraiser 
are $40, and can  be pur-
chased by calling Barb Pee-
ples at 556-0242.

Tickets also can be pur-
chased the night of the 
event, but reservations are 
necessary. To reserve tickets, 
call Peeples.

Photos provided

The Benton Harbor High School Class of 1961 held its 55th reunion Sept. 10 at Villa San-
taniello’s. Among those attending were in front, from left, Jane (Mitchell) Miller, Shirley 
(Gerdel) Crochrane, Larry Wycoff, William Abbott, Clarence Huebner; second row, Peggy 
(Banks) Alsup, Wally Bennett, Bob Miller, Georgia (Holt) Johnson, Joanne (Smith) Imbor-
dino; third row, Mary Jane (Hetherington) Johnson, Richard Fester, Kathy (Johnson) Kush-
man, Margaret (Martin) Batiest, Enid Goldstein; back row, Janet (Polmanteer) Ragainis, 
Brad Johnson, Betty (Godfrey) Lape, Joyce (Hamilton) Damico, Loren Kushman, Ronald 
Postelli and Cherry Ann (Parks) Nash.

BHHS CLASS OF 1961

Also attending the Benton Harbor High School Class of 1961 reunion were, in front row, 
from left, Nancy (Cox) Brouillard, Mary Lou Elson, Joyce (Cohn) Foster, Gretchen Hirsch, 
Joyce (Hudson) Butler; second row, Elli (Bonkowski) Mass, Peggy Nichols Utterback, Pat 
(Rapp) Breyen, Ann Larson Peapples, Manuel Smith; third row, May (Niemira) Sisson, 
Nancy (Kuball) Ring, Betsy (Preston) Benoit, Barbara (Sheridan) Barsch, Patricia (Riley) 
Podjan; back row, Irma (Hulub) Gorman, Jesse Spiker, Bonita Mitchell, Eric Gross, Doug 
Trembath, Steve Stewart and Ralph Frost.

Other attendees for the Benton Harbor High School class of 1961 reunion were, in front, 
from left, Howard Heimke, Sylvia (Taylor) Lieberg, Judith (Kublick) Lambrecht, Martha 
(Gorton) Herzig, Bill Althouse, Andy Westin, Chuck Ingle; second row, Juanita (Brow) 
Fenderbosch, Anne (Schroeder) Williams, Carol (Blasy) Hambleton, William Ellis, Sara 
(Culverhouse) Wick, Betty (Robinson) Bowman; third row, Nancy (Hope) Harkey, Mike 
May, Bill Meeker, Sue (Eddy) Brown; back row, Bonnie (Everett) King, Wanda (Dobbins) 
Wagester, Connie (Strueli) Langer, Gary Garrett, Jerry Hanes and Robert Bowman.

Submitted photo

South Haven Rotary Club member Dene Hadden, right, presents a $4,610 check from the 
group to Lake Michigan College Board Chairman Mary Jo Tomasini, left, and Barbara 
Craig, center, dean of LMC’s Bertrand Crossing campus. Hadden presented the check 
during last week’s LMC Board meeting at the South Haven campus. The check will fund 
scholarships for South Haven campus students, Hadden said. The money came from a 
recent Rotary Club fundraiser that’s generated more than $140,000 over its 13-year his-
tory. According to Hadden, the funds are currently divided between the scholarships, and 
the South Haven Public Schools Foundation.

ROTARY PRESENTS SCHOLARSHIP MONEY TO LMC


