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Union Park vandalized again

BENTON HARBOR — 
Vandals have again struck 
at Union Park, Benton 
Harbor Parks and Recre-
ation Conservancy mem-
bers learned during their 
meeting Tuesday.

Interim Conservancy 
President Walt Pullins  said 
someone pried open the 
doors on  the concession 
side of the park’s new build-
ing, stole cleaning products, 
dumped paint everywhere 
and spray painted the walls.

“They damaged and de-
stroyed pieces and parts 

of the facility that I don’t 
know what to do with it 
now,” he said.

City Manager Darwin 
Watson said city workers 
turned off the electricity to 

the building because some-
one stole the cover to the 
electric box, exposing the 
wires and making it danger-
ous.

Pullins said the conser-

vancy already paid to clean 
up a July vandalism inci-
dent, where people set fi re-
works off in the bathrooms, 
damaging the countertops 
and walls, along with other 
vandalism.

“We paid a lot of mon-
ey to get it completely 
scrubbed out,” he said.

In addition, Pullins said 
some people were trying to 
live in the dugouts.

“We documented those 
things and sent them to the 
city, asking for help,” he 
said.

After the meeting, Wat-
son said the city’s public 
safety department, which 
handles police and fi re calls, 
may be too busy to police 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Parks conservancy 
considers options
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Road Commission 
approves right 
of way request

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— A group of Lincoln 
Township residents who 
want to build  a seawall 
to protect their lakeside 
houses received permis-
sion Wednesday from the 
Berrien County Road 
Commission to a  public 
right of way to store boul-
ders and other material, 
with some conditions at-
tached to reduce the im-
pact on neighbors.

The homeowners will 
now need approval from 
Berrien County, the Mich-
igan Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality and the 
U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers before they can go 
ahead with construction. 
A permit issued by Lin-
coln Township will need to 
be amended.

The six homeowners 
asked for permission to 
use a gravel section of 
Lake Street to store con-
struction material.  The 
applicants explained that 
they wanted to erect the 
seawall to save their homes 
from rising lake levels.

The Road Commission 
turned down a previous 
request to use a portion of 
the public right of way on 
Lake Street, and the prop-
erty owners submitted a 
new application with mod-
ifi cations to their plans 
that reduced the space 
needed. Neighbors object-
ed to the project that they 
said would damage the 
roadway and nearby veg-
etation, as well as creating 
noise and other nuisances.

Road Commissioner 
Jess Minks, who voted in 
favor of the original ap-
plication, suggested con-
ditions be placed on the 
latest request, that were 
accepted by the board. 
The conditions include:
• All equipment to be 

stored on private property 
overnight.
• The bond will be in-

creased from $10,000 to 
$50,000.
• Construction will be 

limited to between 6 a.m. 
to sunset, meeting the 

county’s noise ordinance.
• No construction and 

no delivery of materials on 
weekends.
• No tandem trucks are 

to be used for deliveries.
• All vegetation that is 

removed or damaged dur-
ing construction will be 
replaced.

Minks said  the Michi-
gan Department of Natu-
ral Resources requires that 
plants be replaced, and 
that the homeowners had 
already agreed to that con-
dition.

The project requires the 
storage of large boulders 
and sand, until they can 
be moved into place along 
the shoreline. About 5,000 
boulders are expected to 
be used for the wall.

Moving the material 
will  require building a 
30-foot path extending 
westward from the gravel 
lot on Lake Street to an 
adjacent private property. 
Some earth would be ex-
cavated, trees would be 
trimmed and one medium-
size tree and a fence would 
be removed, according to 
the application.

The homeowners have 
agreed to return the gravel 
surface to its original con-
dition when the project is 
completed.

In other business, the 
board approved the 2016-17 
budget presented by Man-
aging Director Louis Cso-
kasy. The fi nancial blue-
print anticipates around 
$26 million in revenue, with 
large increases in state and 
federal funding projected 
because of Michigan’s new 
road funding plan.

That plan includes ad-
ditional dollars from an 
increase in fuel taxes and 
vehicle registration fees, 
plus additional general 
fund money.

Commissioner Bill 
Hodge was doubtful that 
the county would see as 
much revenue as antici-
pated and wanted to see 
a policy that would allow 
the Road Commission to 
back out of projects if  the 
money doesn’t materialize.

“Once we put stuff in 
the budget, we start spend-
ing,” Hodge said.

Chairman August Zielke 
asked for monthly updates 
on fi nances to make sure 
that revenue is keeping up 
with expenditures.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Residents can 
leave construction 
material with 
conditions

Vandals have damaged the cover for an electrical box at the 
newly built concession stand at Union Park in Benton Harbor. 

House OKs plan for $170 million to fix Flint water system

WASHINGTON — The 
House easily approved an 
election-year plan Wednes-
day to provide $170 million 
to help Flint, Michigan, 
rebuild its lead-poisoned 
water system, as Congress 
moved toward addressing 
a public health catastrophe 
that became an acrimoni-
ous partisan dispute.

Wednesday’s vote was 

284-141 and came nearly 
a year after Michigan of-
fi cials declared a health 
emergency in the pover-
ty-stricken city. The tally 
came as lawmakers rushed 
to fi nish last-minute busi-
ness and leave town until 
after the November elec-
tions.

“What happened in Flint 
was a failure of govern-
ment at every level,” said 
Rep. Dan Kildee, D-Mich., 
who is from the city and 

has been a leader in the ef-
fort to help it. “We’ve just 
waited an awful long time 
for this.”

All 183 voting Demo-
crats supported the Flint 
provision, while Repub-
licans tilted against it by 
141-101.

Federal, state and lo-
cal offi cials blamed each 
other for the causing the 
contamination, an effort 
in Congress to approve aid 
bogged down and Demo-

crats angrily accused Re-
publicans of dragging their 
feet on the issue. A chief 
reason for the delay was 
conservative Sen. Mike 
Lee, R-Utah, who objected 
to using federal money to 
address the problem.

A breakthrough oc-
curred two weeks ago, 
when the Senate approved 
$220 million for Flint and 
other communities with 
lead contamination prob-
lems. The Senate included 

that money in a wide-rang-
ing water projects bill.

The effort went nowhere 
in the Republican-run 
House until Speaker Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis., and Minor-
ity Leader Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif., struck a deal late 
Tuesday. Under that agree-
ment, a plan to provide the 
Flint aid was included in a 
wide-ranging water proj-
ects bill, which the House 
approved 399-25.

Actual money to help 

Flint will have to be pro-
vided in separate legisla-
tion after Congress returns 
in November. GOP leaders 
pledged to craft legislation 
that will provide the money.

Because the Flint money 
was stalled, Senate Demo-
crats voted Tuesday to de-
rail a must-pass bill to avert 
a government shutdown 
this weekend. They relent-
ed and the Senate approved 

By ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press

LMC lauded for veterans efforts

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— When Nicholas Streeter 
fi nished his four-year U.S. 
Navy enlistment this year, 
he decided that college was 
the next logical step – but 
he needed some encourage-

ment to get past the fi rst 
hurdle.

Streeter had chosen Lake 
Michigan College. But fi rst, 
he needed to take the ACT 
Compass test to determine 
where he stood academical-
ly and what kinds of classes 
he’d take.

“I came in, took the test, 
and didn’t score as well as I 
could have,” he said.

But Linda Pliml, LMC’s 
veterans  and international 
student specialist, wasn’t 
about to let Streeter leave 

it at that – and today he’s 
glad.

“She’s extraordinarily 
helpful when it comes to 
motivating you toward do-
ing things. She pushed me 
to go back, and study a 
little bit, and try again. I 
scored higher, and it got 
me out of taking some ex-
tra classes that could have 
ended up being redundant 
for me,” he said.

Streeter, 25, of Bangor, 
spent four years in San Di-
ego, where he was stationed 

on the USS Ronald Reagan. 
He’s studying to become an 
X-ray technician.

“I fi nd it a very interest-
ing fi eld because you can 
see inside someone’s body, 
and I can actually help 
someone,” he said.

He’s among a growing 
number of veterans tak-
ing advantage of an array 
of programs and services 
that LMC has created to 
help them translate their 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Enrollment on 
rise for those with 
military past

See LMC, page A6

See FLINT, page A6

See UNION PARK, page A6

Don Campbell / HP staff

A forgotten teddy bear is pictured Wednesday at Union Park in Bernton Harbor. Vandals have recently caused significant damage 
to the newly built concession stand at the park. 
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .68º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .48º
Record High . . . . . . 86º in 1952
Record Low . . . . . . 24º in 1991
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 3.35"
Normal month to date. . . . 3.93"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 32.34"
Normal year to date . . . . 27.70"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:42 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:29 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:14 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:05 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a 50% chance of 
showers, high temperature of 
67º, humidity of 88%. Northeast 
wind 15 mph. Expect cloudy 
skies tonight with a 50% chance 
of showers, overnight low of 57º. 
Northeast wind 15 mph.

Today, NE wind 18 to 20 kt, with gusts as high as 26 kt. A chance 
of showers, with thunderstorms also possible after 1pm. A slight 
chance of waterspouts. Waves 5 to 6 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Friday

Showers Likely
66º / 55º

Saturday

Few Showers
67º / 54º

Sunday

Partly Cloudy
69º / 54º

Monday

Mostly Sunny
70º / 53º

Today

Few Showers
67º

Tonight

Few Showers
57º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Skies will be sunny today with highs in the 60s. North wind 10 mph. 
Friday we will continue to see sunny skies with highs in the 60s. 
Northeast wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy today with scattered showers 
and thunderstorms, highs in the 60s. Northeast wind 11 to 16 mph. 
Friday we will see cloudy skies with scattered showers.

How was the ozone hole 
discovered? ?

Answer: The Nimbus 7 polar orbiting 

New
9/30

First
10/9

Full
10/16

Last
10/22

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 20
Main Offender ................Ozone

Forecast map for Sept. 29, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

Fire ripped through two 
houses on Lavette Street and 
left a third damaged Saturday 
morning, punctuating a night 
that found firefighters putting 
out blazes at two other houses 
in Benton Harbor.

Fire also damaged houses at 
Maple St. and Jennings Ave. 
Benton Harbor’s fire depart-
ment was so busy working the 
Lavette fires, the St. Joseph Fire 
Department was called in to 
fight the fire on Jennings.

35 years ago – 1981
Allegan Mayor Marvin Hays 

announced Monday night that 
the city and an Allegan High 
School teacher and her 17 stu-
dents have received a national 
award for efforts made in saving 
Allegan’s antique Second Street 

Bridge from demolition.
Students in Anita VanOrder’s 

class collected over 355 signa-
tures in a drive to save the bridge.

In January, the Allegan City 
Council was notified that a 
$500,000 grant was made avail-
able to pay for about 90 per-
cent of the cost of repairing the 
95-year-old iron truss bridge 
over the Kalamazoo River.

50 years ago – 1966
A Michigan salesman will go 

calling on European grocers and 
processors later this month in ef-
forts to sell them more Michigan 
beans, cherries and mushrooms. 
A planeload of state farm prod-
ucts left Tuesday for Munich, 
Germany, where John Schwartz, 
a marketing specialist for the 
State Agriculture Department, 
will display them at an interna-
tional food exposition.

Today is Thursday, Sept. 29, 
the 273rd day of 2016. There are 
93 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Sept. 29, 1789, the U.S. 

War Department established a 
regular army with the strength 
of several hundred men.

On this date:
In 1910, the National Urban 

League had its beginnings in 
New York as The Committee 
on Urban Conditions Among 
Negroes.

In 1938, British, French, Ger-
man and Italian leaders con-
cluded the Munich Agreement, 
which was aimed at appeasing 
Adolf Hitler by allowing Nazi 

annexation of Czechoslovakia’s 
Sudetenland.

In 1943, General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and Italian Marshal 
Pietro Badoglio signed an ar-
mistice aboard the British ship 
HMS Nelson off Malta.

In 1978, Pope John Paul I was 
found dead in his Vatican apart-
ment just over a month after 
becoming head of the Roman 
Catholic Church.

In 1982, Extra-Strength Tyle-
nol capsules laced with deadly 
cyanide claimed the first of seven 
victims in the Chicago area. (To 
date, the case remains unsolved.)

In 1986, the Soviet Union 
released Nicholas Daniloff, an 
American journalist confined on 
spying charges.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

military experience into their fu-
ture education and career paths.

Recognition in higher places
Those services include veteran-

specific advising and career ser-
vices, as well as a full-time veteran 
specialist, a veteran’s web portal, 
and acceptance of military trans-
fer credits.

Veterans can take advantage of 
those services at Liberty Hall, a 
special resource room and study 
space that’s in Room D-120 of 
LMC’s main campus along  Na-
pier Avenue in Benton Township.

The space, which is only ac-
cessible with a keycode, features 
computers and printers, as well 
as a microwave oven, refrigerator 
and TV.

As of the fall semester, inter-
nal statistics showed 153 veterans 
enrolled at LMC. That’s a steady 
growth from fall 2005, when 59 
veterans were taking classes, fig-
ures show.

Those efforts have not gone un-
noticed in higher places, as well.

Last month, LMC earned a 
gold-level status rating from the 
Michigan Veterans Affairs Agen-
cy’s Veteran-Friendly School pro-
gram.

LMC was the only Southwest 
Michigan  college to make this 
year’s list, according to Doug 
Schaffer, vice president of student 
services.

“It’s really important to us to 
provide high-level service to com-
munity members who have served 
in the armed forces,” he said.

The college received a bronze 
rating from the department last 
year.

“They continue to see that we 
invest in our veteran students – 
some of these things, we’ve done 
for a long time. Some of them 
have evolved recently to enhance 
the experience for our veterans, 
like Liberty Hall,” he said.

Helping vets succeed
Schaffer said he feels honored 

by the gold status recognition, 
which shows that LMC’s atten-
tion to veteran students is paying 
off.

“It starts with daily service to 
our students by our coordinator, 
Linda Pliml, who’s been with us 
for a long time. She brings a lot of 

experience, but most importantly, 
passion for serving veteran stu-
dents, and doing everything she 
can to help them be successful,” 
he said.

Pliml has been with LMC since 
July 1994.

Other services offered include 
scholarships and assistance for 
veterans and their dependents 
through the Veterans Education 
Assistance Fund, which is set up 
for that purpose, Registrar Sarah 
Skinner said.

“Veterans with a need for 
books, education or transporta-
tion, whatever the case may be, 
we have funds that they can access 
with an application,” she said.

Veterans also get priority in 
class registration, as well.

Schaffer said that the fund has 
a $100,000 balance, of which it’s 
already awarded $5,000 this term.

“We continue to search for vet-
erans that could utilize this ben-
efit,” he said.

Ready for improvements
Guy Rayon, a U.S. Navy veter-

an enrolled at LMC’s South Ha-
ven campus, is another area resi-
dent who doesn’t plan on waiting 
for a chance to improve himself.

Rayon is pursuing an associ-
ate’s degree in business adminis-
tration, with the long-term goal 
of  getting a bachelor’s degree 
– and becoming a counselor for 
other veterans.

Having worked in construction 
since 1977, Rayon decided it was 
time to make a move, after going 
on unemployment.

“I can build you a house, I can 
read the blueprints, and every-
thing else. But because the econ-
omy is so slow, construction’s not 
doing so well,” Rayon said.

Although it’s a major commit-
ment, going to school is almost 
a matter of  simple economics, in 
Rayon’s view.

“I’m qualified to be in con-
struction, but not qualified to be 
in business – and I can’t work for 
a regular guy because he knows I 
know too much, and I’m not go-
ing to stay,” he said.

With those factors in mind, “the 
best thing for me to do is, get edu-
cated, so I can get up with the big 
boys,” Rayon said, with a smile.

For more information LMC’s 
veterans’ services and programs, 
visit online at lakemichigan 
college.edu/veterans, or call 927-
8626.

the bill financing federal agencies 
after Ryan and Pelosi reached 
their agreement on Flint.

Flint’s problems began in 2014, 
when the city switched its drink-
ing water supply to the Flint Riv-
er to save money.

That ended up contaminat-
ing the system with lead from 
old pipes. Officials have said up 
to 12,000 children have been ex-

posed to lead in the water.
More than half  of  Flint’s 

100,000 residents are black. Ear-
lier this week, Kildee said during 
House debate that GOP leaders 
“don’t see American citizens” 
when they look at the people of 
Flint.

That prompted an angry re-
sponse from Rep. Rob Woodall, 
R-Ga.: “We owe each other bet-
ter than that. That kind of  vitri-
ol is not going to get us to where 
I know you and I both want to 
go.”

the parks. As an example, he said 
the public safety department re-
ceived 1,401 calls for service be-
tween Aug. 1 and Sept. 13.

He said that averages to 32 
calls a day, which is more than 
one call an hour. And he said a 
lot of calls take longer than an 
hour if  someone has to be taken 
to the jail or hospital.

The Union Park project was 
funded with a $300,000 grant 
from the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and 
$110,00 from the city’s federal 
Community Development Block 
Grant disbursement. Another 
$49,800 was raised in cash do-
nations and donated labor. Not 
only was a new concession/bath-
room building built, but the three 
baseball fields were refurbished, 
the bleachers and dugouts were 
repaired and new sidewalk was 
poured. The work was complet-
ed this spring.

Conservancy member Jerry 
Edwards said the best way to 
stop the vandalism is to get the 
neighbors involved in the park.

He said when his organiza-
tion,  Bracken Edwards Youth 
Organization Umbrella (BEY-
OU), started holding activities at 
Hall Park in the spring of 2015, 
that park was also being vandal-
ized and trashed.

“What we experienced is 
the more they see us out there, 
they’re finally catching on, find-
ing garbage cans, policing each 
other,” he said.

He said not only do neighbors 
see people in the park on a regu-
lar basis, but his organization is 
giving them something to do. On 
weekends in the summer, BE-
YOU holds basketball tourna-
ments and cooks out at the park, 
along with providing other activ-
ities such as horse shoes, softball 
and volleyball.

He said perhaps a neighbor-
hood block club or some other 
organization could start holding 
regular programs at Union Park.

“It took us a year-and-a-half  
to get  people to catch on,” he 
said. “ ... It’s a slow process and 
then you’ve got to find somebody 
willing to put that program to-
gether.”

City Commissioner MaryAlice 
Adams, who is on the conservan-
cy, said activities could be pro-
vided at the city’s parks through 
a summer youth employment 
program.

City Commissioner Juanita 
Henry, another conservancy 
member, agreed.

“I know there are a lot of social 
issues,” she said. “... These kids 
have nothing to look forward to. 
Maybe we can find a way to in-
corporate them into their parks.”

She said the only way the con-
servancy is going to be able to 
take care of the parks is by get-
ting residents involved.

Adams  said the conservancy 
should invite residents to a cook-
out in the park to help them feel 
some ownership.

After the meeting, Adams said 
Edwards is doing a wonderful 

job at Hall Park, and he’s doing 
it on his own.

She said he arranged to have 
volunteers from Lowe’s in Ben-
ton Township to work on the 
park in October.

Conservancy members talked 
about adding more lights to de-
ter vandalism. 

Another problem at Union 
Park is that people continue to 
park on the grass. They talked 
about putting boulders around 
the park to keep cars out of it.

Benton Harbor city commis-
sioners have often complained 
during City Commission meet-
ings that the parks conservancy 
isn’t doing enough.

When contacted by phone, 
Commissioner Duane Seats said 
the security of the park is funda-
mental, and if  the conservancy 
can’t keep the parks safe, then 
the parks may need to be turned 
back over to the city.

Mayor Marcus Muhammad, 
who is a member of the parks 
conservancy, was not at Tues-
day’s meeting. When contacted 
by phone after the meeting, he 
declined to comment.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-0361, 
Twitter: @HPWrege

Don Campbell / HP staff

Vandals have recently caused significant damage to the newly built conces-
sion stand at Union Park in Benton Harbor. 
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Tropical Storm Matthew lashes 
islands of eastern Caribbean

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados 
(AP) — Tropical Storm Mat-
thew lashed islands in the eastern 
Caribbean with heavy wind and 
rain Wednesday night as it gained 
strength and headed west.

Tropical storm-force winds 
extended out for 205 miles (335 
kilometers) as Matthew crossed 
through the southernmost islands 
of the Lesser Antilles and headed 
into the open Caribbean Sea. 
There were no immediate reports 
of damages or injuries as busi-
nesses, airports, schools and gov-
ernment offices remained closed 
throughout the area.

Dominican Prime Minister 
Roosevelt Skerrit told people on 
that island, where tropical storms 

have turned deadly in the past, to 
stay indoors as heavy rain caused 
flooding in some areas.

“We want to advise people to 
stay home as much as possible so 
as not to be exposed to the pos-
sible hazards out there. Be safe 
everyone and let us all pray for 
better weather conditions,” Sker-
rit said.

Many trees were down across 
the island of Barbados and there 
were isolated power outages, ac-
cording to its National Emergen-
cy Operations Center.

The National Emergency Man-
agement Organization of St. Vin-
cent said about 90 people were 
moved into emergency shelters 
because their homes were in low-

lying areas that were expected to 
flood as the area received up to 8 
inches (15 centimeters) of rain.

The U.S. National Hurricane 
Center in Miami said Matthew 
had maximum sustained winds of 
65 mph with higher gusts. A wind 
gust of 89 mph was reported in 
Martinique.

The storm was on track to head 
across the southeastern Caribbe-
an Sea, an area that gets relatively 
few storms compared to the rest 
of the region. A tropical storm 
watch was in effect for the islands 
of Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao. 
Matthew was expected to become 
a hurricane by Friday and then 
turn north toward Jamaica, Cuba 
and Haiti.


