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This may come as a shock to 
a lot of people. We are only 

a few weeks away from a presi-
dential election. I am sure that 
few have been keeping up with 
the race. Since you do not hear 
much from the mainstream me-
dia, I will try to inform and per-
haps enlighten 
you concerning 
the candidates. 
I will try to do 
this by outlining 
some conserva-
tive American 
views. And yes, 
even some Chris-
tian views.

Which candi-
date currently 
holds the Chris-
tian view that all people matter, 
even the unborn? Which candi-
date holds the view that a baby 
not yet born is not a whole per-
son and therefore has no consti-
tutional rights? Which candidate 
believes that illegals who are not 
citizens of the United States do 
have constitutional rights?

Which candidate believes that 
the debt problem of America is 
a dangerous problem? Which 
candidate believes that the cause 
of our debt problem is not gov-

ernment spending, but too few 
taxes, especially on the rich? 
Which candidate recognizes that 
you could tax all of the wealthy 
at a 100 percent rate and not 
charge the poor anything and 
still would not make a dent on 
the national debt? Which candi-
date realizes that there has never 
been nor will ever be a trickle up 
economy? By that I mean that 
there has never been a national 
boom caused by people remain-
ing poor. There must always be 
an upward mobility. Pulling the 
rich down to poor never raises 
the poor to rich.

Which candidate has made 
their money in the private sec-
tor and which has made it in 
the public sector? One may have 
had some help from inside his 
family. The other had help from 
outside the family who wanted 
to buy their way into the fam-
ily. Which candidate would you 
trust with your personal fi nanc-
es, one who was helped and suc-
ceeded or one who was bought 
and succeeded?

Which candidate believes that 
America has been a force for 
good in the world as a whole? 
Which candidate has continu-
ally downplayed the greatness 

of America? Which candidate 
believes that America should 
have a policy based on strength 
and trust while verifying and 
demanding that other nations 
abide by their agreements? 
Which candidate believes that 
any agreement, no matter how 
bad, is a victory because you did 
not fi re a shot?

Which candidate believes that 
the Constitution of the United 
States promises freedom of reli-
gion, not freedom from religion? 
Which candidate realizes that 
people who want to kill others 
simply because they do not be-
lieve as they do are a threat to 
religious freedom in our own 
country? No matter if  they call 
what they do religious, trying 
to destroy the very fabric of a 
society is political at best and at 
worst a cult, not a religion. The 
Constitution guarantees free-
dom to worship as one pleases, 
not to act as one pleases while 
calling it religion. All worship is 
an action, but all actions are not 
worship.

Which candidate actually be-
lieves that the Second Amend-
ment was not an accident of the 
Founders who never dreamed 
of the weaponry we now have? 

Which candidate believes that 
the Second Amendment was 
written with intent to allow pri-
vate citizens, which comprised 
the militia, not an active reserve, 
to protect themselves and their 
country from tyranny?

Which candidate believes that 
the way to heal racial relations 
and relieve tension between the 
citizen and law enforcement is 
not to denigrate the everyday 
lawman, but to restore respect 
for law and order. That must 
come from the policemen and 
the everyday citizen.

Finally, which candidate be-
lieves that actions speak louder 
than words? Which one believes 
that words defi nes character 
much more than what one does?

Finally, which candidate has 
demonstrated the Christian val-
ue of repentance, which means 
about face, not fl ip fl op? Neither 
candidate is perfect, but neither 
is any voter. Therefore each of us 
will have to answer for our own 
imperfect past based on our cur-
rent values. That answer should 
be the trump you play when you 
cast your vote.

Billy P. Long of Benton Harbor has resided in 
the area since 1972. He is retired as pastor of 
the Apostolic Tabernacle in Benton Township.

Meantime, back at Guanta-
namo...

Chances are you haven’t 
thought of  that American gulag 
– or, for that matter, of  “extraor-
dinary renditions,” CIA black 
sites and torture – for a long 
time.

Not everyone has the luxury 
of  forgetting. In the last few 
days, some compelling reportage 
has reminded us of  that.

In The Miami Herald, we met 
48-year-old Mustafa al Haw-
sawi, a Gitmo detainee who was 
scheduled for rectal surgery to 
repair damage 
done when, his 
lawyer says, he was 
sodomized by his 
captors 10 years 
ago. As reporter 
Carol Rosenberg 
explains, this “sod-
omy” was, in fact, 
a “quasi-medical” 
process of  “rectal rehydration” 
and “rectal re-feeding,” i.e., pro-
viding nourishment through a 
tube in the rectum.

The lawyer says this was a 
means of  punishment. It left 
Hawsawi with what’s called a 
rectal prolapse. He has to manu-
ally push tissue back up into his 
anus every time he defecates. He 
has bled from the injury for 10 
years.

Hawsawi, you should know, 
faces the death penalty for his al-
leged part in the Sept. 11 attacks 
that took nearly 3,000 lives. And 
maybe you will fi nd that suffi -
cient to insulate you from feel-
ing, well ... anything at his plight.

One wonders what you would 
make, then, of  two New York 
Times reports documenting 
how torture, both at Gitmo 
and at CIA black sites around 
the world, destroyed the mental 
health of  numerous detainees, 
many of  whom turned out to be 
innocent of  terrorism. Reporters 
James Risen, Matt Apuzzo and 
Sheri Fink introduce us to men 
who were slammed into walls 
and had foreign objects shoved 
into their rectums, who were 
beaten, kept awake, housed in 
never-ending darkness or light, 
forced into stress positions, sub-
jected to nonstop music at ear-
splitting levels, injected with 
drugs, menaced by dogs, locked 
in boxes the size of  coffi ns and 
laid out shackled and nude on 
tarps as gallons of  ice cold water 
were poured down on them to 
simulate drowning. One prisoner 
described being used as a human 
mop, dragged through his own 
urine.

Now, former prisoner Sulei-
man Abdullah Salim struggles 
with depression and PTSD. He 
was released fi ve years after he 
fell into U.S. custody when it was 
determined he posed no threat.

Majid Mokhtar Sasy al-
Maghrebi will fl y into a rage at 
the sound of  music from a pass-
ing car. It takes him back to the 
prison where music was used to 
torture him.

Hussein al-Marfadi has a per-
manent headache. Lutfi  bin Ali 
has a recurrent nightmare of 
suffocating at the bottom of  a 
well. Younous Chekkouri hates 
to go outside because people in 
the crowd turn into guards from 
Gitmo.

For at least one prisoner, what 
made all this worse is that it was 
America doing it to him. Amer-
ica, the world champion of  hu-
man rights. America, the nation 
of  laws.

“It is very, very scary when 
you are tortured by someone 
who doesn’t believe in torture,” 
said Ahmed Errachidi. “You 
lose faith in everything.” He was 
released without charges after 
fi ve years.

Civilization is a word we use 
for the rules we impose upon 
ourselves to protect against 
our most brutish instincts. And 
America is fond of  thinking 
itself  the most civilized of  na-
tions, especially as compared 
with those countries that breathe 
terror like air.

When the history of  this ep-
och is written, it will tell how 
our civilization, our righteous-
ness, came under assault by an 
army of  ragtag barbarians one 
sparkling September morning. It 
will tell how we swore to defend 
all that made us what we were.

But these reports remind us 
how readily we gave it all away.

Leonard Pitts is a columnist for The Miami 
Herald. His email is: lpitts@miamiherald.com.

U.S. succumbed 
to terrible 
impulses       
after 9/11

Vote ‘yes’ on Nov. 8 to 
continue excellence at LMC

Editor,
This past summer I had the 

pleasure of returning to Lake 
Michigan College. I toured the 
Hanson Technology Center, 
a facility providing state-of-
the-art training opportunities 
for a 21st century workforce. I 
stopped by the Mendel Center, 
reminiscing about a time over 
20 years ago when as a commu-
nity we were able to complete 
that building, which truly serves 
Southwest Michigan’s cultural, 
community and training needs. 
I visited the Advising Center, 
witnessing students being served 
by committed professionals who 
were making a difference for the 
men and women who attend the 
college. I talked with faculty, 
some of the best I have ever 
known in my 50-plus years as an 
educator, knowing that future 
nurses, technicians, teachers, 
and countless others pursuing 
degrees that would lead toward 
a job or transfer capabilities, 
were being guided by extraordi-
nary individuals.

I could not help but smile! 
The vision, as I had known it, 
had become a reality! When I 
served as president of LMC, I 
fi rmly believed that the college 
was key to the stabilization and 
revitalization of the area. It was 
then and it is now, in every sense 
of the word, the community’s 
college.

A community’s real strength 
lies in the expertise of its people. 
This means investing in people 
through training and education. 
It means providing opportuni-
ties for art and culture. It means 
valuing diversity and encourag-
ing a society where all people 
can reach their full potential. 
LMC has done all of this in the 
past.

Now, however, the college 
is at a crossroads. On Nov. 8, 
citizens will be asked to vote 
for a millage to continue the 
support for this fi ne institution. 
If you believe in the importance 
of LMC to the community it 
serves, then I know you will 
cast your vote for the millage. 
I encourage you to become 
willing partners with the college 
in investing in the future of the 
institution and the community 
it serves. Together, LMC and 
Southwest Michigan can contin-
ue their partnership in building 
a world-class community.

Please vote “yes” in LMC 
vote on Nov. 8.

Anne E. Mulder
Former President

Lake Michigan College

Send Upton, Vavra  
packing on Election Day

Editor,
Congressman Fred Upton is a 

good man, a nice man, one that 
has represented our area for 
many years in Congress. Most 
of those years he was what the 
British call a “back bencher.” 
Now, due to simply serving lon-
ger that many of his colleagues, 
he is chair of an important 
committee. With that position 
comes the opportunity to cash 
in on the areas his committee 

deals with. So, lo and behold, 
most of his fi nancial support 
comes from Big Energy and Big 
Pharma. It’s almost like magic.

It’s time for Fred to get a real 
job, like running the Upton 
Family Foundation. It’s time for 
the people of the 6th District 
to try something new. It’s time 
to vote against Big Energy and 
Big Pharma. Paul Clements will 
represent real change for us.

Down here in Harbor coun-
try, we have a similar situation. 
Andrew Varva is, I assume, a 
good man, a nice man. I’ve lived 
here for 17 years and have never 
met him. I guess he doesn’t get 
out much. He has represented 
this corner of Berrien County 
on the county Board of Com-
missioners for who knows how 
long. He has made a pretty 
good living doing this job, with 
lots of paid meetings, medi-
cal insurance and a pension to 
look forward to. But, as far as 
I can see, he has not produced 
one thing for his constituents 
in all those years. Look at the 
condition of our roads. Look at 
the lack of cooperation between 
local governments, look at the 
lack of economic growth. He 
could have been at the forefront 
in all those areas, but, seeming-
ly, he chose instead to “go along 
to get along” at the county level.

It’s time for Andy to start 
collecting his pension or else 
fi nd a real job. It’s time to elect 
someone who isn’t married to 
the position, who just might 
advocate for the folks in Harbor 
Country at the county level. The 
choice is easy. There’s only one 
other name on the ballot.

George Lawton
Three Oaks

Upon further review, it 
seems Trump is a sociopath

Editor,
In a letter published Aug. 

12 in this forum, I classifi ed 
Donald Trump as a “rogue can-
didate.” It was based on the in-
cluded evidence: “In my voting 
history, no nominated candidate 
for president has ever publicly 
mimicked a disabled person, 
stated that he wanted to “hit” 
someone, invited a foreign gov-
ernment to commit espionage 
against a nominated opponent, 
mocked the decision of a judge 

on the basis of his ancestral 
heritage, or ridiculed the parents 
of a decorated soldier killed in 
the line of duty.”

Since publication of that let-
ter and after viewing his partici-
pation in two debates, excerpts 
of numerous Trump rallies and 
various news reports, I have 
further honed my opinion. He 
has provided ample evidence of 
being a habitual liar, a sexual 
predator and an individual who 
will do anything to get his way.

If you surf the internet for 
“sociopath,” you can fi nd the 
following: “One personality 
trait of a sociopath is that he is 
egocentric. He derives his self-
worth from acquiring power, 
especially power over others. 
He is focused solely on his own 
pleasure and gratifi cation and 
pursues these goals even if  the 
methods of pursuit are immor-
al, illegal or unethical.”

Fits Trump to a T!
Ed Shaffer

Galien

U.S. is creating a toxic 
mess across Middle East

Editor,
The current 15-year war in the 

Middle East has no end in sight 
and there is no exit strategy. The 
War Powers Act, through vari-
ous amendments, has become 
in effect a continuing resolution 
for war.

Conducting what appears to 
be Israel’s and Saudi foreign 
policy as “world policeman” 
continues to be a massive drag 
on the federal budget, and may 
eventually help cause our fi nan-
cial undoing. Those countries 
need to conduct and pay for 
their own foreign policy efforts.

We are now learning that 
many of the bombs dropped in 
Iraq by the U.S. and allies were 
“dirty” bombs. Our troops, allies 
and civilians were in harm’s way. 
Congress shares the responsibil-
ity for this tragedy.

According to an article in The 
Washington Spectator dated 
April 1, 2016, titled “Irradiated 
Iraq: The Nuclear Nightmare 
We Left Behind,” states that for 
the last 25 years, radioactive 
warheads and explosives have 
been “routinely used.” The De-
partment of Defense classifi es 
these weapons, which allegedly 

used “depleted, un-depleted or 
slightly enriched uranium,” as 
“conventional.”

According to writer Barbara 
Koeppel, these weapons were 
used in Operation Desert Storm 
for destroying tanks and bun-
kers. “Thermobaric” weapons 
were used starting in 2003 dur-
ing the Iraq invasion. The radia-
tion hazard from the bombs was 
caused by breathing the “ura-
nium oxide dust particles” that 
would “fl oat for miles...”

Another hazard to our troops 
and civilians were, according 
to the article, massive burn pits 
that spewed toxic smoke around 
the clock from 2003 to 2011. 
Items such as tires, batteries, 
plastic, oil, solvents and medical 
waste were tossed into these pits.

Information in the article 
further states that leukemia, 
cancers and infant mortality has 
skyrocketed, especially around 
Fallujah.

The irony that we marched 
into Iraq in 2003 to destroy 
weapons of mass destruction 
which were never found, only 
to leave our own nuclear legacy, 
should not be lost.

In my view, it’s time to replace 
Congress and end the continu-
ing war resolution. Our fi nancial 
future depends on it.

Brad Anderson
Bridgman
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Write us

Here’s how to submit a letter to 
the editor: 

E-mail: letters@TheHP.com

Regular mail: Editorial Page, 
The Herald-Palladium, P.O. Box 
128, St. Joseph, MI 49085

Fax: 269-429-4398

 All letters should include a 
daytime telephone number and 
street address for verification. 
The Herald-Palladium reserves 
the right to edit letters for length, 
style, grammar, inappropriate 
content and libel. Anonymous 
letters will not be published. 

Election letters       

The word limit for letters 
regarding the Nov. 8 election is 
350 words. 
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