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HOMESTEAD, Fla. — There was 
something special about NASCAR’s 
playoffs this season that it made it 
feel like Jimmie Johnson would fi nally 
win his record-tying seventh champi-
onship.

Then it was time to race, and sud-
denly Johnson was anything but a 
slam-dunk.

His car was seized by NASCAR 
shortly before the race for a last-min-
ute trip through inspection, setting 
Johnson up for a mind-boggling Sun-
day at Homestead-Miami Speedway. 
He was the worst of the four title con-
tenders for most of the race, but was 
gifted the chance of his career when 
Carl Edwards coughed away the title.

Given two more chances to win the 
title, Johnson got the restart of his 
life to steal the win that earned him 
another entry in NASCAR’s record 
books. Johnson led only one lap — 
the last lap — and it was good enough 
for him to tie Richard Petty and Dale 
Earnhardt as the only drivers in his-
tory to win seven titles.

“I had this crazy calmness over 

myself all day long leading into this,” 
Johnson said. “Even with us running 
fi fth and the championship looking 
like it’s not going to be there, I just 
felt something.”

Petty welcomed Johnson to the 
club.

“They set a goal to get where they 
are and circumstances and fate made 
it a reality,” Petty said. “Jimmie is 
a great champion and this is really 
good for our sport.”

He was also feted by Hendrick Mo-
torsports teammate Dale Earnhardt 
Jr., who represented his late father in 
victory lane.

“I told Jimmie I wish Dad was here 
to shake his hand,” Earnhardt said. 
“Dad would think he’s such a bad-
ass. He’s such a great race car driver. 
How he won this thing tonight, I 
don’t think a lot of people know, he 
can will himself to get (his all) out of 
a car when it matters. There’s a lot of 
circumstance that played into it, but 
he put himself in that position.”

Johnson had to beat only Edwards, 
Joey Logano and defending cham-
pion Kyle Busch to win the title. He 
did it with his fi rst career victory at 
Homestead.

“That’s what makes a seven-time 
champion — someone that fi ghts and 
battles and digs and never gives up,” 
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Spencer Adams Jr. is the point guard and floor leader for 
the Lake Michigan College men’s basketball team.

Spencer Adams Jr.: 

The Lake Michigan 
College’s men’s basket-
ball team is very young 
this season with 10 of 
the 14 players being 
freshman.

First-year coach Jer-
emy Schaeffer believes 
he has already found a 
leader from one of  those 
freshman in point guard 
Spencer Adams Jr.

“He’s really taken on 
the role of  an on-court 
leader and making plays 
for us,” Schaeffer said. 
“He’s pretty fearless. I 
knew right away that 
Spencer was the guy that 
wanted to guard the best 
guy on the fl oor.”

Adams took an un-
usual path to get to 
LMC. During his senior 
season at South Haven 
last year, Adams wasn’t 
receiving much attention 
from colleges when his 
older half-brother, Brian 
Harris, mentioned how 
he was going to an open 
gym at LMC.

Harris had originally 
been recruited by LMC, 
but chose to go to Ka-
lamazoo Valley Com-
munity College instead. 
After suffering an injury 
and a change in head 
coaches at KVCC, how-
ever, Harris decided to 
contact LMC again.

Adams got permission 
to tag along on the visit 
and now he’s playing 
alongside his half-broth-
er during games.

“I defi nitely was in-
terested at the shoot-
around,” Adams said. 
“(Coach Schaeffer and 
I) started talking and I 
liked it more and more. 
I like that he is defensive 
oriented because I like 
to play defense. We’re al-
ways on the same page.”

Adams fi rst became 
introduced to basketball 
in the second grade by 
his uncle. He then con-
centrated even more on 
the sport starting in fi fth 
grade, after moving to 
South Haven.

Adams dreams 
of   playing in the NBA – 
though admits that he 
probably should have a 
Plan B – but isn’t decid-
ed on what that should 
be yet.

Adams is the son of 

Spencer Adams and 
Daphne Harris.

Why do you enjoy play-
ing defense so much? 
Through high school, 
like my freshman and 
sophomore year, I just 
was focusing on scoring 
the ball. Then I was told 
that scoring was not the 
main thing about bas-
ketball that defense mat-
ters too. I started to like 
shutting people down 
and I think I’m pretty 
good at it now. I like 
guarding the best player, 
I like having that chal-
lenge and shutting a guy 
down.

What is it like play-
ing in the backcourt with 
your half-brother? It’s 
always fun. I never got 
to play with Brian in 
high school. He always 
motivates me when I’m 
down or after a bad play 
tells me “next play, next 
play.”

What is the biggest 
difference between high 
school and junior college 
basketball? The pace is 
faster, you’ve got to pick 
things up quickly. It’s 
not about individuals, 
it’s about the team. You 
have to make the smart 
decision every single 
time – one costly mistake 
can change the game. 
You’ve got to work hard 
because you never know 
who is trying to outwork 
you.

What is it like living on 
campus? It’s fun, you get 
a lot of opportunities to 
meet new people every 
day. It’s basically living 
on your own and trying 
to survive by yourself. 
It’s challenging to get up, 
like in high school your 
parents make you go to 
school but here you don’t 
have to go to class but 
you have to be motivated 
to go every day. You have 
to fi nd ways to eat and 
make sure you have clean 
habits. It’s a different ex-
perience. Everybody that 
lives here is like a family.

If you could play for 
any NBA team, which 
one would it be? I’d want 
to play for the Indiana 
Pacers, that’s my home-
town (Indianapolis). I’ve 
always been a Pacers 
fan. Most of my fam-
ily is down there, it’d be 
good to have them at the 
games.

By ADAM KARNIK
HP Sports Writer

A freshman leader for Lake Michigan College
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Detroit wide receiver Andre Roberts returns a punt for a 55-yard touchdown during the first half of Sunday’s game.

Another late rally

DETROIT — The De-
troit Lions leaned on their 

defense and 
special teams 
to score while 
the potentially 
potent offense 
sputtered for 
three quarters.

Detroit’s offense fi nally 
got going in the fourth, 
pulling ahead on Eric 
Ebron’s 1-yard touchdown 
run early in the quarter and 
padding the lead with Matt 
Prater’s 43-yard fi eld goal 

with 22 seconds left in a 26-
19 win over the Jacksonville 
Jaguars on Sunday.

“When you start put-
ting heat on us, man, we 
start playing better,” said 
Ebron, whose fi rst carry in 
the NFL was set up by his 
career-long, 61-yard recep-
tion.

The Lions (6-4) have won 
fi ve of six, keeping them in 
a tie atop the NFC North 
with Minnesota, despite 
trailing in the fourth quar-
ter of every game. For a 
change, Matthew Stafford 
didn’t have to lead a game-
winning drive in the fi nal 
minutes.

Jacksonville (2-8) has 
lost fi ve straight and had a 
chance to stop the skid.

The Jaguars could have 
forced Detroit to punt, or to 
go for it on a fourth-and-2 

from their 46, with 2:34 
left. Sen’Derrick Marks, 
though, was penalized for 
encroachment on a play in 
which Stafford didn’t intend 
to have the ball snapped.

“They’ve done it before 
on tape,” Stafford said.

Jacksonville coach Gus 
Bradley refused to blame 
Marks for the costly fl ag, 
and the nose tackle didn’t 
want to take responsibility 
for the latest loss.

“That wasn’t the only 
mistake,” Marks said.

Stafford converted a 
third-and-5 from the Jack-
sonville 36 with a 7-yard 
pass to Theo Riddick 
with 2:18 left. That set up 
Prater’s fi eld goal to cap a 
15-play, 60-yard drive that 
took nearly 8 minutes off  
the clock. The game-win-
ning drive was a seven-play, 

79-yard possession that 
ended with Ebron getting 
a handoff as he went from 
left to right after lining up 
as an off-the-line tight end.

Tavon Wilson sealed the 
victory with 2 seconds left 
with an interception, the 
second thrown by Blake 
Bortles.

RESTED AND RUSTY
Coming off a bye, the Li-

ons had more punts (fi ve) 
than rushing yards (two) 
and just 18 yards passing 
late in the fi rst half, but led 
6-3 because Andre Roberts 
returned a punt 55 yards 
early in the second quarter 
after he fumbled on a punt 
return early in the game.

The Lions, who had just 
14 yards rushing for their 
lowest total since 2007, 

By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer

Lions use 4th-quarter 
comeback to beat 
Jaguars for 5th 
win in last 6 games

Terry Renna / AP

Jimmie Johnson lifts the trophy as he cel-
ebrates the NASCAR Sprint Cup auto race 
and series title Sunday.

Johnson wins NASCAR title
By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer

Bill Kostroun / AP

Chicago outside linebacker Leonard Floyd (94) is carried off 
the field in a cart after an injury during the fourth quarter of 
Sunday’s game.

Injuries keep mounting for Bears in loss

EAST RUTHERFORD, 
N.J.  — Jay Cutler described 
the Bears’ injury epidemic 
as “crazy”.

It got worse Sunday.
Chicago lost 22-16 to the 

New York Giants, falling 
to 2-8 in what 
has become a 
war of attrition 
as player after 
player heads to 
the sideline. The 
biggest concern 

centered on rookie lineback-
er Leonard Floyd, removed 

on a stretcher in the fourth 
quarter with a neck injury.

Floyd, the Bears fi rst 
round draft pick from Geor-
gia, gave a thumbs-up to 
teammates surrounding him 
as he left the fi eld.

He was taken to a hos-
pital for evaluation. The 
Bears were uncertain if he 
could accompany the team 
back to Chicago, or would 
remain in New Jersey for 
treatment.

“Some of his movement 
looked good or encourag-
ing, but he’s going through 

By MIKE FARRELL 
Associated Press

Detroit

26
Jacksonville

19

New York

22
Chicago

16
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