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“Under the Big Top” is the theme Sunday for the Miss Eau Claire/Sodus pageant. The event 
is at 3 p.m. at the student activity center in Eau Claire. Doors open at 2:30. Tickets cost $20. 
The contestants are, from left: Sareyah Quinn, Bailey Dustin, Sydney Webster and Korbin 
Moore.

MISS EAU CLAIRE/SODUS ON SUNDAY

Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff

Benton Harbor Mayor Marcus Muhammad reads to children Friday during a “Home for the Holidays” celebrity story reading at the 
Benton Harbor Public Library.

BENTON HARBOR 
— Rain didn’t dampen the 
holiday spirits Friday of 
more than 100 people at the 
third annual Benton Har-
bor Holiday Lights Cel-
ebration.

Festivities started with 
Celebrity Holiday Story 
Readings at the Benton 
Harbor Library. Celeb-
rity readers this year in-
cluded Benton Harbor 
Mayor Marcus Muham-
mad, library Trustee Dyann 
Chenault, Bonita Mitchell 
from I’m Saving Myself  
and her husband, the Rev. 
Kevin Mitchell. 

Then, instead of mov-
ing outside, the celebration 
stayed indoors.

“At a time like this, let’s 
remember all of those in 
need,” Benton Harbor May-
or Marcus Muhammad 
told the crowd. “There’s a 
lot going on in the world. 
Let’s give everyone a smile, 
a hug.”

Benton Harbor City 
Manager Darwin Watson 
said that prior to three 
years ago, lighting up the 
city for the holidays had not 
happened for more than 40 
years.

“Lights are only a sym-
bol, but if  it’s a symbol, I 
want it to be a symbol of 
hope,” he said.

The Benton Harbor Area 
Schools Middle School 

Band and the I’m Saving 
Myself choir performed.

In addition, the win-
ners of the Youth Window 
Decoration Contest were 
announced. The Benton 
Harbor Girls Academy was 
awarded a prize for decorat-
ing the most original win-
dow at Abonmarche, 101 
W. Main St.

Winning for having the 
most creative window were 
students from the Benton 
Harbor Area Schools 21st 
Century Afterschool Pro-
gram, which painted the 
window at the former Ideal 

Place, 208 Territorial Road.
Both schools will receive 

$200.
Receiving honorable 

mention were members of 
the Countryside Academy 
Art Club for the window 
they painted at the Mason 
Jar Cafe, 210 Water St. 
They won a pizza party.

Still to be decided is 
which group of children 
will receive the People’s 
Choice Award. Voting will 
end at midnight Dec. 25. 
Vote by texting “Window,” 
followed by the team num-
ber, to 27126.

The team numbers are:
1. Benton Harbor Char-

ter, 80 W. Main St.
2. Benton Harbor Girls 

Academy, 101 W. Main St.
3. Benton Harbor Girls 

Academy, 101 W. Main St.
4. Countryside Academy 

Art Club, 210 Water St.
5. Countryside Academy, 

208 Territorial Road
6. BHAS –  MLK 21st 

Century Afterschool Pro-
gram, 208 Territorial Road

7. First Tee and Benton 
Harbor Promise Teen Am-
bassadors, 175 W. Main St.

8. BHAS –  ACA 21st 
Century Afterschool Pro-
gram, 124 Water St.

Charlie’s Piggin’ ‘n’ Grin-
nin’, 136 Territorial Road, 
won a trophy as the best 
decorated business in the 
Benton Harbor Downtown 
Development Authority 
Window Decoration Con-
test. 

Winning second place 
was Jerry Hunt’s Main 
Street Motors, 440 W. Main 
St.

Third place went to Wa-
ter Street Glassworks,  140 
Water St.

The celebration was 
sponsored by the Benton 
Harbor Parks and Recre-
ation Conservancy, Benton 
Harbor Area Schools, Ben-
ton Harbor DDA, Benton 
Harbor Library and the 
New Territory Arts Asso-
ciation.

The celebration and 
lights were made possible 
by contributions from area 
businesses. 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Celebration moves 
indoors due to rain

Holiday spirit thrives

Bonita Mitchell, executive director of I’m Saving Myself Acad-
emy, sings Christmas carols with children Friday during a “Home 
for the Holidays” celebrity story reading at the Benton Harbor 
Public Library.

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP  — A program that 
helps Lake Michigan Col-
lege students from disad-
vantaged backgrounds 
realize a dream of higher 
education has been fund-
ed for another fi ve years, 
LMC announced Friday.

The U.S. Department 
of Education has awarded 
Lake Michigan College 
$1.69 million to maintain 
its Educational Opportu-
nity Center through 2021. 
LMC is among  143 col-
leges and organizations to 
receive the grants.

“Creating a 21st Century 
work force requires more 
than just high-quality aca-
demic instruction, and the 
EOC gives students the 
tools and resources to be-
come successful in and out 
of the classroom,” LMC 
President Bob Harrison 
stated in a news release. “It 
is an essential resource in 
(the region),  where about 
65 percent of jobs will re-
quire training and educa-
tion beyond high school. 
Our region’s potential re-
sides in our people, and we 
can’t afford to leave any-
one behind.” 

LMC opened its EOC in 
1994 with a goal of helping 
more people further their 
education beyond high 
school. The center has 
served more than 25,000 
adults throughout South-
west Michigan and north-
ern Indiana.

The EOC is a free com-
munity service and an in-
formation hub for adults 
seeking training and edu-
cation and career advance-
ment. The EOC special-
izes in understanding the 

needs of those tradition-
ally underrepresented in 
postsecondary education, 
including students with 
disabilities, limited English 
profi ciency, are fi rst-gen-
eration college students 
or are homeless or exiting 
foster care.

For those who may not 
have fi nished high school, 
help is offered for second-
ary school re-entry or high 
school equivalency exam 
programs.

Participants are con-
nected with resources 
to help them be college-
ready regardless of  which 
college they choose to at-
tend.

Staff are available as tu-
tors, mentors and coun-
selors to guide students 
through the college ad-
missions, course selection, 
transfer and testing pro-
cess. Students gain access 
to computers and technol-
ogy, and receive training in 
fi nancial literacy and plan-
ning.

EOC services are avail-
able to people age 19 and 
older who live  in the 
Michigan counties of Ber-
rien, Cass, Van Buren and 
Allegan, and the Indiana 
counties of La Porte and 
St. Joseph. 

Such centers are among 
eight national programs 
collectively known as the 
Federal TRIO Programs. 
TRIO helps people suc-
ceed through the academ-
ic pipeline from middle 
school to post-baccalaure-
ate programs.

Learn more on  LMC’s 
EOC website or call 927-
8965 to meet with some-
one in person.

LMC lands 
$1.69M grant

BENTON HARBOR

ST. JOSEPH — A few 
parents have stressed con-
cerns about a smell com-
ing from  a fourth grade 
classroom at E.P. Clarke 
Elementary School, and 
the administration has re-
sponded.

Superintendent Ann 
Cardon said they’ve done 
various tests, but still don’t 
know what the cause of 
the smell is.

“There is an odor we 
can’t identify,” Cardon said 
Friday. “We’ve been work-
ing with Villa Environ-
mental to do air sampling 
and we worked with Serve 
Pro to do a really good 
cleaning. We are waiting 
for the air samples to come 
back since they were tested 
yesterday (Thursday).”

The students haven’t 
been in the classroom since 
then the smell became 
prevalent three weeks ago.

Cardon said while they 
discovered a leak in the 
roof and fi xed it, the smell 

remained. Cardon added 
that there are times when 
the smell goes away and 
there are other occurrences 
where it is more pungent.

The teacher who nor-
mally occupies the room 
said the smell was there 
last year, however, it went 
away.

Because no one knows 
what the smell’s cause is, 
Cardon said there is no 
timeline on when the room 
can be used again.

“We looked at the drain-
age to see if  things were 
running accordingly and 
they are,” Cardon said. 
“We’re waiting to get the 
air quality results back, 
but they were tested last 
year and the results came 
back normal. For now, 
students will go to class 
elsewhere.”

E.P. Clarke Elementary 
is one of three elementary 
schools in the St. Joseph 
school district. The school 
is at 515 Glenlord Road in 
Royalton Township.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

SJ schools looking 
into EP Clarke odor

DETROIT (AP) — A 
new museum exhibit in 
Detroit will tell the story 
of  how hot coffee, tea and 
chocolate beverages be-
came popular in the 200 
years or so following their 
introduction as commer-
cial products in the 16th 
and 17th centuries.

The exhibit, “Bitter/
Sweet: Coffee, Tea & 
Chocolate,” opens Sunday 
at the Detroit Institute 
of  Arts, the Detroit Free 
Press reported. Yao-Fen 
You, associate curator of 
European sculpture and 
decorative arts, curated the 
exhibit.

The exhibit uses about 70 

works of  ceramics, prints, 
paintings, silver and more 
to show how caffeinated 
drinks infl uenced society 
and art as they changed 
from exotic luxury goods 
to markers of  a rising mid-
dle class.

In addition to the art-
works “Bitter/Sweet” will 
feature videos about the 
preparation of  coffee, tea 
and chocolate. The exhibit 
will also have opportuni-
ties for visitors to touch, 
hear, smell and taste.

“The exhibition is a very 
exciting venture for the 
DIA, with regards to the 
rich, complex story we’re 
telling, and the innovative 

visitor-centered ways in 
which we are presenting 
it,” said Salvador Salort-
Pons, DIA director.

“Bitter/Sweet” along 
with appealing to the sens-
es, touches on the human 
cost of  procuring the raw 
materials to produce cof-
fee, tea, chocolate and the 
sugar used to alter the bev-
erages’ bitter taste.

The coffee, tea and 
chocolate trend influ-
enced drinking habits and 
social interaction, as well 
as prompted an explosion 
in the manufacture of 
products such as coffee 
cups, teapots and sugar 
bowls.

Exhibit explores influence of caffeinated drinks

EAST LANSING (AP) 
— Records for 449 current 
and former Michigan State 
University students and 
employees have been ac-
cessed during a breach of a 
school server.

The school says an unau-
thorized party gained ac-
cess to the records Sunday 
and that the server was tak-
en offl ine within 24 hours 
of the breach.

The database contained 

about 400,000 records 
that included names, so-
cial security numbers and 
university identifi cation 
numbers. It did not contain 
passwords, or fi nancial, 
academic or health infor-

mation.
Records exposed are to 

faculty, staff  and students 
employed by the school 
between 1970 and last 
Sunday, or students since 
1991.

Student, employee records accessed in MSU data breach


