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LMC lands
$1.69M grant

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — A program that
helps Lake Michigan Col-
lege students from disad-
vantaged backgrounds
realize a dream of higher
education has been fund-
ed for another five years,
LMC announced Friday.

The U.S. Department
of Education has awarded
Lake Michigan College
$1.69 million to maintain
its Educational Opportu-
nity Center through 2021.
LMC is among 143 col-
leges and organizations to
receive the grants.

“Creating a 21st Century
work force requires more
than just high-quality aca-
demic instruction, and the
EOC gives students the
tools and resources to be-
come successful in and out
of the classroom,” LMC
President Bob Harrison
stated in a news release. “It
is an essential resource in
(the region), where about
65 percent of jobs will re-
quire training and educa-
tion beyond high school.
Our region’s potential re-
sides in our people, and we
can’t afford to leave any-
one behind.”

LMC opened its EOC in
1994 with a goal of helping
more people further their
education beyond high
school. The center has
served more than 25,000
adults throughout South-
west Michigan and north-
ern Indiana.

The EOC is a free com-
munity service and an in-
formation hub for adults
seeking training and edu-
cation and career advance-
ment. The EOC special-

izes in understanding the

needs of those tradition-
ally underrepresented in
postsecondary education,
including students with
disabilities, limited English
proficiency, are first-gen-
eration college students
or are homeless or exiting
foster care.

For those who may not
have finished high school,
help is offered for second-
ary school re-entry or high
school equivalency exam
programs.

Participants are con-
nected with resources
to help them be college-
ready regardless of which
college they choose to at-
tend.

Staff are available as tu-
tors, mentors and coun-
selors to guide students
through the college ad-
missions, course selection,
transfer and testing pro-
cess. Students gain access
to computers and technol-
ogy, and receive training in
financial literacy and plan-
ning.

EOC services are avail-
able to people age 19 and
older who live in the
Michigan counties of Ber-
rien, Cass, Van Buren and
Allegan, and the Indiana
counties of La Porte and
St. Joseph.

Such centers are among
eight national programs
collectively known as the
Federal TRIO Programs.
TRIO helps people suc-
ceed through the academ-
ic pipeline from middle
school to post-baccalaure-
ate programs.

Learn more on LMC’s
EOC website or call 927-
8965 to meet with some-
one m nerson.
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