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SJ favors B&B ban in residential neighborhoods

ST. JOSEPH — The fi rst read-
ing of  an ordinance that would 
prohibit bed and breakfasts in 
St. Joseph’s single- and two-fam-
ily neighborhoods was heard by 
city commissioners Monday.

Commissioners voted unani-
mously in favor of  the ordinance. 
The second and fi nal reading will 
be heard Nov. 14.

The move was prompted by the 
approval of  a bed and breakfast 
at 1117 State St. earlier this year, 

and concern from some residents 
that such businesses could be 
detrimental to residential neigh-
borhoods.

Andy Sawyer, a 20-year St. 
Joseph resident who opened the 
State Street bed and breakfast 
with his wife, told commissioners 
that the issue had “created dis-
harmony” in the neighborhood 
and “strained relationships,” 
which was not his intent.

He asked that all residents ac-
cept whatever decision the com-
missioners made. “It’s time to 
put this issue behind us. It’s time 

to move on,” Sawyer said.
Jinx Heaton, a Lake Boulevard 

resident who expressed misgiv-
ings about a bed and breakfast in 
the neighborhood, also said she 
wanted to bring harmony back, 
as she hugged Sawyer.

Her husband, Rick Heaton, 
restated his opposition. “To have 
a business in our kind of  neigh-
borhood, it just doesn’t seem like 
the place for a commercial busi-
ness.”

Commissioners had consid-
ered a six-month moratorium on 
B&B permits, but at their Oct. 10 
meeting asked staff  members to 
draw up an ordinance banning 
additional establishments in the 

R-1 districts, with a possible re-
striction in the R-2 districts, as 
well.

Staff  looked at the R-2 two-
family zones in the city and de-
termined that the types of  houses 
were similar to the R-1 single-
family areas and that a bed and 
breakfast ban should apply to 
both. The R-2 zones are mostly 
located south of  Broad Street, 
west of  Wayne, north of  Pearl 
and along Court Street; along 
the west side of  Court Street be-
tween Park and Hoyt; and north 
of  Broad, between Wayne and 
Marsh.

That leaves the R-3 multi-fam-
ily zones, commercial and water-

front recreation zones available 
for future bed and breakfasts. 
City commissioners took similar 
action in 2013 to prohibit future 
short-term vacation rentals in 
residential neighorhoods.

Along with the new State 
Street location, two other B&Bs 
operate in St. Joseph on Lake-
shore Drive, both in R-1 zones.

Rick Heaton said the im-
pact of  the State Street Duncan 
House B&B so far “hasn’t been 
terrible,” which he credited to the 
character of  the Sawyers.

Heaton added that he checked 
with a real estate agent in the 
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Jason Cole, with Strain Electric, cuts into a curb on Niles Avenue in St. Joseph on Monday, while two creepy crew members look on. Actually, they 
are Halloween decorations at a house at Niles and Napier Avenue, and Cole is among the workers preparing for the replacement of traffic light poles 
at intersections from Botham to Main Street. The Michigan Department of Transportation is supervising the project, which will erect mast arms next 
spring like those at Langley and Napier.
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Focus on 
failure

BENTON TOWNSHIP — An 
international movement showcas-
ing personal stories of failure is 
coming to Southwest Michigan on 
Thursday.

Known as Failure:Lab, the 
unique format features a diverse 
blend of storytelling, music and 
audience interaction.

Failure:Lab Southwest Michi-
gan will take place at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday on the campus of Lake 
Michigan College at the Hanson 
Theatre, 2755 E. Napier Ave. in 
Benton Township.

The event’s main draw is the fo-
cus on failure and the often harsh 
consequences that follow. There 
are no lessons or recycled mantras 
about overcoming adversity, said 
Cornerstone Alliance President 
Rob Cleveland.

“It’s a unique way of sharing 
failure and talking about how peo-
ple can work through their failures 
on their way to success,” Cleveland 
said. “It’s not something that’s 
been done here before. We started 
with a large list of candidates to 
speak and found a diverse group 
of storytellers that could be relat-
able to just about anybody.”

This edition of Failure:Lab fea-
tures a lineup of storytellers that 
includes Andrea Metes-Wilamows-
ki, a former contestant on NBC’s 
“Biggest Loser”; Pysche Terry, 
owner of Urban Intimates; David 
Krock, founder of Sunset Coast 
Brands; and Jerry Price, founder of 
the Make Life Happen project.

Failure:Lab was founded in 
2012 by a group of West Michi-
gan professionals to try to  help 
others manage fear of failure, and 
how to move past it.

The format allows each speak-
er to share a personal failure of 
what went wrong with no lessons 
learned. Between each speaker, 
a performance follows to sort of 
“clear the air” and allow the audi-
ence to recharge.

Speakers will bluntly present 
their darkest hours with confi -
dence, while working to remove the 
stigma of failure.

“The Leadership Accelerator 
class is grateful this community in-
vested in us and we wanted to offer 
something back to the communi-
ty,” said Lisa Borre, chairperson of 
Failure:Lab Southwest Michigan. 
“Failure:Lab allows us to think 
about failure as an innovative way 
to resolve problems and encourage 
risk taking.”

The event hinges on audience 
engagement, which takes place 
during and after the event through 
social media and organic conversa-
tions within the audience.

During the musical breaks au-
dience members will have time to 
refl ect and share their thoughts 
with others in the audience and 
on Twitter with the hashtag #Fail-
ureLab. Performers during musical 
breaks will include Leah Tirado, 
Mike Koch, Char Jones and David 
Carlock, among others.

Tickets cost $25 per person and 
are available online at http://bit.
ly/2dDQa1H. Seating is limited to 
250.

For more information about 
Failure:Lab, visit: failurelab.com.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 932-0358, 
Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Thursday program to 
highlight mistakes made 
on the road to success

Lawrence 
schools voters 
to settle 
board race, 
ballot issue

LAWRENCE — Lawrence 
schools voters will be asked to re-
new the nonhomestead property 
tax levy Nov. 8, and settle a two-
way school board race.

The ballot issue asks for the re-
newal of 17.7825-mill levy for four 
years. It would bring in $796,072 
per year.

Jeremy Gleason and Karl Sell are 
the two write-in candidates vying 
for the partial, two-year term.

Gleason, 40, is 
a Bangor High 
School math teach-
er. He and his wife, 
Elizabeth, have 
three children and 
live at 46041 Lake-
shore Drive.

“I have about 17 
years of experience 
in public education. 
I understand a lot 
of the issues that 
impact a small com-
munity, and I believe 
that fi lling that posi-
tion on the school 
board is one more 
way I can do the best I can for the 
kids and the community,” he said.

Sell, 34, is an equipment opera-
tor at the Donald C. Cook nuclear 
power plant. He and his wife, Erin, 
have two children and live at 52367 
42nd Ave.

“It’s my duty to do something 
for the community,” he said. “This 
is one way I thought I could be in-
volved for the kids.”

Board members Melanie Gid-
dings, Rebecca Litchfi eld, Linnea 
Rader and Donna Spenner are un-
opposed in seeking the four four-
year terms.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-0357, Twit-
ter @HPLersten

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer
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Final reading of ordinance set for Nov. 14

See B&B BAN, page A4

Great Pumpkin Derby Race new 
for downtown Halloween event

COLOMA — Something new 
is coming to Saturday’s early 
Halloween festivities in down-
town Coloma.

The Coloma Lions Club is 
sponsoring the fi rst “Great 
Pumpkin Derby Race” in Bak-
er Park at noon, with registra-
tion starting at 11 a.m.

Participants can buy the rac-
ing kit, which includes axles 
and wheels, at many locations 
in the city – and then built a 
racer out of  a medium-size 
pumpkin, according to the 
club’s web site.

The event will precede the 
“Halloween in the Park” event 
from 3-5 p.m., where the kids 

can get candy, hot dogs, pop-
corn, juice and cupcakes. That 
event takes place in the park 
and behind City Hall.

This year, nine local busi-
nesses will have booths in the 
park, Chana Kniebes of  North 
Berrien Community Develop-
ment told the City Commission 
Monday night.

The event is sponsored 
jointly by North Berrien Com-
munity Development and the 
Coloma Township Police De-
partment.

Traditional trick-or-treating 
in the neighborhoods will take 
place Saturday from 5-7 p.m., 
city offi cials said earlier.

Meanwhile, Public Works 
Director Rod Burkholder is 
thinking beyond Halloween.

He told city commissioners 
that 200 tons of  salt has been 
delivered to the city in prepara-
tion for wintry weather.

In other city news, Commis-
sioner Marsha Hammond an-
nounced that the water main 
replacement work on East St. 
Joseph Street is expected to be-
ing today. She warned residents 
to expect some congestion and 
traffi c delays.

The commission voted to ap-
prove the closing of  City Hall 
in connection with upcoming 
holidays. The hall will be closed 
the Friday before Christmas; 
the Monday after Christmas; 
the Friday before New Year’s 
Day; and on Jan. 16.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-0357, 
Twitter @HPLersten

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer
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Council eyes bringing salaries into line

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
The Berrien Springs Village 
Council is considering pay 
raises for village employees to 
bring salaries up to what mu-
nicipalities of  a similar size pay.

Village President Milt Rich-
ter said the council has been 
studying a salary survey pre-
pared by the Michigan Mu-
nicipal League to see where 
the village compares to other 
municipalities of  around 2,000 
people.

“We found out that what we 
pay our employees is woefully 
low,” Richter said. “We want to 
be at least at the average for vil-
lages our size.”

He said the council tabled ac-
tion after one member wanted 
to have more time to look at 
the survey information. He ex-

pects the council to act at its 
Nov. 7 meeting.

He said the raises would be 
done over a three-year period 
and likely cost the village an 
extra $15,000 a year for three 
years for the village’s 10 em-
ployees. He emphasized that 
giving the pay raises won’t 
mean that village property tax-
es will go up any.

The council did approve an-
other pay increase, this one for 
holiday compensation. Mem-
bers continued the village’s tra-
dition of  giving village employ-
ees a holiday bonus of  $20 for 
every year of  employment with 
the village. Richter said the 
holiday bonuses will cost the 
village $2,720 this year.

Also this week, council mem-
bers approved new language 
for the mowing and noxious 
weeds ordinance as well as the 
property maintenance code. 

Members also changed the no-
tifi cation procedures for viola-
tions. The length of  grass al-
lowed remains the same at four 
inches.

The ordinance amendments 
changes the number of  days 
people have to mow overgrown 
lawns from fi ve to three while 
expanding the number of  ways 
the village notifi es a property 
owner. Property owners will 
still get a letter but a violation 
notice “door hanger” will also 
be put the property in question.

Village Attorney Frank De-
Francesco reported on the 
state’s new Medical Marihuana 
Facilities Licensing Act. Rich-
ter said the council will look 
at the information and then 
decide if  they want to take 
any action. If  a municipality 
doesn’t want to have such fa-
cilities, it does not have to take 
any action.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS


