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Last week, the U.N.’s premier 
cultural agency, UNESCO, 

approved a resolution viciously 
condemning Israel (referred to 
as “the Occupying Power”) for 
various alleged trespasses and 
violations of the Temple Mount 
in Jerusalem. Except that the res-
olution never uses that term for 
Judaism’s holiest shrine. It refers 
to and treats it as an exclusively 
Muslim site, a deliberate attempt 
to eradicate its connection – let 
alone its central-
ity – to the Jewish 
people and Jewish 
history.

This Orwellian 
absurdity is an 
insult not just to 
Judaism but to 
Christianity. It 
makes a mockery 
of the Gospels, 
which chronicle the story of a 
Galilean Jew whose life and min-
istry unfolded throughout the 
Holy Land, most especially in Je-
rusalem and the Temple. If this is 
nothing but a Muslim site, what 
happens to the very foundation 
of Christianity, which occurred 
600 years before Islam even came 
into being?

This UNESCO resolution is 
merely the surreal extreme of the 
worldwide campaign to delegiti-
mize Israel. It features the BDS 
movement (Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions), now growing 

on Western university campuses 
and some mainline Protestant 
churches. And it extends even 
into some precincts of the Dem-
ocratic Party.

Bernie Sanders tried to intro-
duce into the Democratic Party 
platform a plank more unfavor-
able to Israel. He failed, but when 
a couple of Clinton campaign 
consultants questioned (in emails 
revealed by WikiLeaks) why she 
should be mentioning Israel in 
her speeches, campaign manager 
Robby Mook concurred, “We 
shouldn’t have Israel at public 
events. Especially dem activists.” 
For whom the very mention of 
Israel is toxic.

And what to make of the White 
House’s correction to a press re-
lease about last month’s funeral 
of Shimon Peres? The original 
release identifi ed the location as 
“Mount Herzl, Jerusalem, Is-
rael.” The correction crossed out 
the country identifi er – “Israel.”

Well, where else is Jerusalem? 
Sri Lanka? Moreover, Mount 
Herzl isn’t even in disputed East 
Jerusalem. It’s in West Jerusalem, 
within the boundaries of pre-
1967 Israel. If that’s not Israel, 
what is?

But such cowardly gestures are 
mere pinpricks compared to the 
damage Israel faces in the fi nal 
days of the Obama presidency. 
As John Hannah of the Founda-
tion for Defense of Democracies 

recently wrote (in Foreign Poli-
cy), there have been indications 
for months that President Obama 
might go to the U.N. and unveil 
his own fi nal status parameters 
of a two-state solution. These 
would then be enshrined in a new 
Security Council resolution that 
could offi cially recognize a Pales-
tinian state on the territory Israel 
came into possession of during 
the 1967 Six-Day War.

There is a reason such a move 
has been resisted by eight pre-
vious U.S. administrations: It 
overthrows the central premise 
of Middle East peacemaking – 
land for peace. Under which the 
Palestinians get their state after 
negotiations in which the parties 
agree on recognized boundar-
ies, exchange mutual recognition 
and declare a permanent end to 
the confl ict.

Land for peace would be re-
placed by land for nothing. En-
dorsing in advance a Palestinian 
state and what would essentially 
be a full Israeli withdrawal re-
moves the Palestinian incentive 
to negotiate and strips Israel of 
territorial bargaining chips of 
the kind it used, for example, to 
achieve peace with Egypt.

The result would be not just 
perpetual war but incalculable 
damage to Israel. Consider but 
one example: the Jewish Quar-
ter of Jerusalem, destroyed and 
ethnically cleansed of Jews by 

its Arab conquerors in the war 
of 1948-1949. It was rebuilt by 
Israel after 1967. It would now 
be open to the absurd judicial 
charge that the Jewish state’s 
possession of the Jewish Quarter 
constitutes a criminal occupation 
of another country.

Israel would be hauled end-
lessly into courts (both national 
and international) to face sanc-
tions, boycotts (now under color 
of law) and arrest of its leaders. 
All this for violating a U.N. man-
date to which no Israeli govern-
ment, left or right, could possibly 
accede.

Before the election, Obama 
dare not attempt this fi nal legacy 
item, to go along with the Iran 
deal and the Castro concilia-
tion, for fear of damaging Hill-
ary Clinton. His last opportunity 
comes after Election Day. The 
one person who might deter him, 
points out Hannah, is Clinton 
herself, by committing Obama to 
do nothing before he leaves offi ce 
that would tie her hands should 
she become president.

Clinton’s supporters who care 
about Israel and about peace 
need to urge her to do that now. 
It will soon be too late. Soon 
Obama will be free to deliver a 
devastating parting shot to Israel 
and to the prime minister he de-
tests.

Charles Krauthammer is a columnist for The 
Washington Post. 

So what was it they were trying 
to kill?

After all, the sign standing near 
the Tallahatchie River is cratered 
by dozens of  bullet holes. More 
than idle target practice, it sug-
gests a frenzy of  gunfi re, an at-
tempt to kill something. And the 
something is not really that hard 
to name.

Memory. They sought to as-
sassinate memory.

The damaged sign, discovered 
last week and posted to Face-
book by student fi lmmaker Kevin 
Wilson Jr., marks the spot where 
the body of  Emmett Till, barbed 
wire around his neck tying him 
to a 75-pound fan 
from a cotton gin, 
surfaced 61 years 
ago.

He had trav-
eled to the nothing 
town of  Money, 
Miss., to visit fam-
ily for the summer. 
Emmett, a 14-year-
old black boy from 
Chicago unschooled in the ways 
of  the Jim Crow South, accepted 
a schoolboy dare: Bet you won’t 
whistle at that white woman in 
the store. He carried out the chal-
lenge, wolf-whistling at 21-year-
old Carolyn Bryant.

Four days later, her husband, 
Roy Bryant, and his half-brother, 
J.W. Milam, came for him in the 
dark of  night.

The body that was pulled from 
the Tallahatchie River three days 
afterward barely resembled a hu-
man being, much less a prankish 
boy. It was bloated to the point 
of  shapelessness and had been 
savagely beaten. An eye had been 
gouged out. There was a bullet 
hole in the skull.

The brothers freely admitted 
the kidnapping. A witness placed 
Milam at a barn inside of  which 
he said he heard a child being 
tortured. Yet jurors acquitted 
them in under an hour. One said 
it took that long only because 
they stopped to “drink pop.”

Emmett’s mother, Mamie Till 
Mobley, insisted on an open cas-
ket funeral. She said she wanted 
the world to see what had hap-
pened to her child in America. 
The world saw and was horri-
fi ed. African Americans saw and 
seethed with a familiar outrage 
that was old even then.

Four months later, an Alabama 
seamstress named Rosa Parks re-
fused a bus driver’s demand for 
her seat. There are those who 
say the two events were not un-
related.

And here, perhaps the reader 
looks to the writer for assurance 
that while you can vandalize a 
sign you cannot, in fact, murder 
memory. The writer has no such 
assurance to give.

Whoever destroyed that sign 
represents, albeit crudely, an 
emerging American consensus. 
It says that things which give 
us pain are better off  forgotten, 
some memories better off  dead.

So you get Cal Thomas and 
Snoop Dogg complaining that 
“Roots” has been remade. And 
textbooks teaching slavery as 
“immigration.” And Marga-
ret Biser, a docent on a South-
ern plantation, writing of  being 
scolded once that talking about 
slave life “is bringing down 
America.”

Forget about it, they say. For-
get Rubin Stacy and Mary Turn-
er. Forget Trayvon Martin. For-
get Emmett Till.

We’d never say, Forget Anne 
Frank. That would be like kill-
ing her all over again. But then, 
America bears no conscience 
scars there. America did not kill 
her. In its intransigence and ha-
tred it did, however, kill Emmett.

Nor is this the fi rst time the 
marker of  that tragedy has been 
damaged. In Mississippi such 
markers are often vandalized.

With spray paint and guns or 
just refusal and denial, some of 
us seek to murder memory. But 
others of  us stand stubbornly in 
memory’s defense. One is glad to 
hear money is being raised to re-
place the sign.

Besides, even if  you kill mem-
ory, you do not escape the past. 
America is shaped by Emmett 
Till’s death and always will be, 
even if  we no longer know his 
name.

We make history. But history 
makes us, too.

Leonard Pitts is a columnist for The Miami 
Herald. His email is: lpitts@miamiherald.com.

You can’t     
murder the 
memory of 

Emmett Till

Support LMC at the polls 
with a ‘yes’ vote Nov. 8

Editor,
As a community, we cannot 

fully leverage the economic op-
portunities of  Berrien County 
without fi rst acknowledging 
the importance of  supporting 
the LMC millage request.

With the college’s millage cur-
rently at 1.78 mills, we rank 24th 
out of 28 Michigan community 
colleges. A new millage will help 
bridge the gap between having 
to defer maintenance and other 
improvements by supporting a 
millage that will enable LMC to 
meet the dynamic challenges of 
the future.

Let’s affi rm Bob Harrison’s 
request while at the same time 
supporting his great work as 
president of  LMC. 

We need to answer the 
question: How do we train 
and retain employees to meet 
the needs of  local employers, 
especially now in the midst of 
an improving economy? Our 
economic base has become a 
diverse mix of  employers re-
quiring employees with specifi c 
skills, and in many cases with 
advanced technological train-
ing. Those areas include ma-
chine tool technology, health 
care, manufacturing engineer-
ing, culinary management, 
energy production, hospitality 
management, tourism, basic 
life support, geospatial infor-
mation science and technol-
ogy, casino management, wine 
and viticulture, information 
technology and more, all being 
offered at LMC.

From basic and advanced 
manufacturing skills to our 
emerging tourism industry, 
LMC deserves the support of 
our entire community in order 
to continue its great work. 
With the recent opening of  the 
Hanson Technology Center, 
the community celebrated a 
great day. Another great day 
can occur on Nov. 8, if  we all 
come together for the fi rst time 
in 20 years (when the college’s 
last millage was approved) in 
support of  the capital millage 
for LMC.

That is the best way to 
ensure the future of  LMC and 
by extension, the future of 
citizens of  Berrien County, and 
beyond.

David Kirshenbaum
Benton Harbor

Upton delivers big for 
Southwest Michigan

Editor, 
Whatever you want to say 

about Congressman Fred 
Upton, you can’t say he’s not a 
hard worker.

Fred is one who just gets the 
job done. He is able to leverage 
his knowledge and experience 
into real results for Southwest 
Michigan families and busi-
nesses. The expansion of U.S. 
31, the Harbor Shores devel-
opment, the needed-dredging 
of our harbors, and keeping 

toxins out of the Great Lakes 
... all of these issues and more 
have Fred’s fi ngerprints all over 
them.

It also bears mentioning that 
as the chairman of a powerful 
committee in the House, he has 
helped get more than 150 pieces 
of legislation signed into law 
just in the last few years. That’s 
no easy feat in this time of par-
tisan divides. 

Fred continues to deliver im-
pressive results. That’s the kind 
of leadership we need more of 
in Washington.

On Nov. 8, I’ll be gladly cast-
ing my vote for Fred Upton.

Gregory O’Niel
South Haven 

Brown has work ethic 
suited for Lansing

Editor,
This is the fi rst time in my 

life that I’ve written a letter 
to endorse a candidate. I feel 
moved to do it now because of 
the person I’m supporting.

Over the last year or so, I’ve 
had the pleasure to come to 
know Annie Brown. I have 
found Annie to be the best 
choice to represent me in 
Lansing as my state represen-
tative. I’ve seen Annie speak 
to groups about her values 
and commitment to seniors, 
veterans and students. An-
nie doesn’t just speak about 
her values to get votes – she 
truly lives a life of  exemplary 
values.

Her work ethic is beyond 
impressive, and I know that she 
will fi ght hard for all of us in 
the 66th House District.

Linda Tapper
Paw Paw

Elect a president who 
seeks wisdom, not power

Editor,
The wait will soon be over 

and a new president will be 
elected! Sure hope my vote 
counts.

I can respect a candidate who 
displays a healthy respect for 
the Lord. One who practices the 
Golden Rule, who has mercy 

and compassion, and is peace-
loving! One who seeks wisdom, 
not power.

Lying, bullying, deceptive-
ness, disrespect, pettiness, 
haughtiness, me-ism, great 
wealth are not good qualifi ers!

Someone was recently quoted 
saying that he expects his life 
will not be changed by this elec-
tion. That comfort zone may 
change.

Is it not obvious that our 
lives are constantly threatened? 
Nuclear war, et al. We should 
not accept our status quo – 
for the sakes of those who do 
not live in comfort. Develop a 
means to fairness!

I sure hope my vote counts.
June Rollinger

St. Joseph

Mitchell is the right  
choice for VB County clerk

Editor,
We have an important elec-

tion on Nov. 8. Up and down 
the ticket we should elect princi-
ple-based people in offi ce.

One of those people should 
be Aaron Mitchell in the offi ce 
of Van Buren County clerk. 
He is my brother-in-law, but I 
have also worked with Aaron in 
an offi ce environment while he 
was working his way through 
Western Michigan University, 
and then again when he was 
the deputy clerk for Antwerp 
Township. He is incredibly 
knowledgeable in local govern-
ment and has good judgment.

I’ve also served alongside him 
as a member of the Paw Paw 
Lions Club. I feel Aaron is the 
right choice.

Vote Aaron Mitchell for Van 
Buren County clerk.

Ben Brousseau
Paw Paw

Vavra has done a great job 
on Berrien County Board

Editor,
The Southwestern Michi-

gan Association of  Realtors 
fully endorses Andrew Vavra 
for Berrien County Board of 
Commissioners, District 9.

We interviewed Commis-

sioner Vavra and his opponent 
in this race, and we determined 
that Mr. Vavra is clearly the 
best candidate for District 
9, which stretches from New 
Buffalo east toward Buchanan, 
and north to the south edge of 
Lake Township.

Mr. Vavra has been rep-
resenting the citizens of  his 
district very admirably for 
many years. He is well estab-
lished as an effective leader on 
the Berrien County Board of 
Commissioners. He has chaired 
the important Personnel and 
Human Services Committee 
for a number of  years and he 
serves on many other commit-
tees. He holds a respected seat 
at the table with other com-
missioners for decisions that 
impact his district. He works 
closely with the county Health 
Department. He is available to 
anyone who calls him.

Mr. Vavra has also been the 
chair of  the Local Revenue 
Sharing Board for the distri-
bution of  payments in lieu of 
taxes from the Four Winds 
Casino. He has led this group 
from an era of  long meetings 
and contentious votes to its 
current status of  a well-func-
tioning board distributing mil-
lions of  dollars every year. The 
members of  this board credit 
Andy’s quiet, steady leadership 
for this progress.

Mr. Vavra has the proper 
temperament for public service 
and exceptional experience to 
be an advocate and protec-
tor of  the taxpayers on our 
county citizens and businesses. 
He does not play games or 
use disruptive tactics at public 
meetings. Mr. Vavra focuses 
on gaining understanding of 
policy issues, treating parties 
with respect, and creating long-
term solutions that benefi t 
District 9 and the County of 
Berrien as a whole.

We strongly urge all the 
citizens of  the Berrien County 
9th District to vote for Andrew 
Vavra.

Paul Dumke
President

Southwestern Michigan        
Association of Realtors
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