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LOCAL & STATE

Meeks, Sleep seeking District 3 commissioners’ seat

BENTON TOWNSHIP — 
Whichever way voters in the Berrien 
County Board of Commissioners’ 
District 3 decide Tuesday, there will 
be a new representative after Tues-
day’s election.

Democrat Don Meeks is running 
against Republican Michael Sleep 
for the position held for 12 years by 
Marletta Seats, who is in a race for 
the 79th District House seat with 
Kim LaSata.

District 3 covers Benton Town-
ship and precincts 1,3,4,5 and 6  in 
Benton Harbor.

This is the second time Sleep has 
sought the county commissioner’s 
position, having run against Seats 
in 2014. He admitted he didn’t cam-
paign hard during that race, but he 
still thinks voters should be given a 
choice and that more people should 
become involved.

This is the fi rst at-
tempt to gain public 
offi ce for Meeks, who 
prevailed in a four-
way primary in Au-
gust.

Sleep, 34, has been 
a Berrien County resi-
dent for 33 years, and 
has been a Benton Township home-
owner for 14 years. He also owns a 
rental property.

He said residents are feeling dis-
connected from their local represen-
tatives and don’t think their voices are 
being heard. The candidate described 
himself as a “listener” who wants to 
make government “more transpar-
ent, open and understandable.”

He wants to look for “waste, over-
lap and redundancies” in county 
spending, and to make sure that tax-
payers money is being spent properly.

He characterized himself as “a 
regular Joe” who has worked in the 
restaurant industry and a bartender 

and waiter for 16 
years, most recently at 
Timothy’s.

He said he has 
been involved in 
GOP politics, in-
cluding as a precinct 
delegate to the state 
convention. He was a 

regional coordinator for the Michi-
gan Campaign for Liberty, support-
ing the passage of right-to-work 
legislation in the state. He volun-
teered with Habitat for Humanity, 
rebuilding homes following Hurri-
cane Katrina. He completed courses 
through The Leadership Institute.

Meeks, 66, is a lifelong resident of 
Benton Township, and owned a con-
struction company before retiring. 
He also owned party stores in the 
area. This is his fi rst run for offi ce.

The candidate is interested in 
promoting economic growth in the 
area, and providing career oppor-
tunities so that college graduates 

return here. He also supports more 
job training so that residents can fi ll 
available positions in manufacturing 
and other industries.

“Someone else is getting the cream 
of the crop,” Meeks said. “We need 
to increase opportunities for them. 
They could be the next business 
people.”

Meeks served on the board of 
the Cornerstone Chamber of Com-
merce and is a member of the Lions 
Club.

He has been attended Board of 
Commissioners’ meetings and said 
“everything seems to be running 
pretty smoothly. We have pretty 
good group of commissioners who 
are fully dedicated to the citizens of 
this county.”

Meeks said he wants to contribute 
to the community where he has lived 
since he was 6.

“We can always make things bet-
ter. And we can do it collectively,” 
Meeks said.

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Fire 
destroys 
Fairplain 
house

Fire investigators are ex-
pected Monday in Fairplain 
where a late Friday fi re de-
stroyed a two-story house, 
the St. Joseph Township 
Fire Department reported.

Chief Tom Holland of 
Station 2 said Saturday fi re-
fi ghters from his Fairplain 
station, Station 1 and Ben-
ton Harbor responded to a 
10:02 p.m. call to the James 
Moore house at 1200 Col-
fax Ave. There was no one 
home at the time. A neigh-
bor called 911 to report the 
blaze.

Holland  said fi refi ght-
ers were at the scene for 
about 5 1/2 hours. He said 
the roof collapsed onto the 
second  fl oor, and then the 
second fl oor then collapsed 
onto the fi rst fl oor. Fortu-
nately, there were no fi re-
fi ghters in the 1,500-square-
foot structure.

He said the fi re had 
been  too far advanced for 
fi refi ghters to enter.  There 
were no injuries to fi refi ght-
ers, he said.

A cause could not be de-
termined, and an investiga-
tor from the state police’s 
Fire Marshal’s Division is 
slated to arrive Monday, 
Holland said.

By HP STAFF

County’s Victims Services tops in Michigan
ST. JOSEPH — The Ber-

rien County Sheriff’s Vic-
tim Services Unit has been 
named this year’s Victim 
Services Unit of the Year 
by the Michigan Sheriffs’ 
Association. 

The Berrien County 
Sheriff’s VSU has been op-

erating for seven years. The 
unit responded to 58 calls 
for service this past year 
and helped 686 victims.

Earlier this year, Berrien 
County experienced its own 
need for the Victim Services 
Unit on July 11 when two 
court security offi cers were 
killed during a shooting at 
the Berrien County Court-

house. The volunteers dis-
tributed bottled water, hugs 
and listening ears for depu-
ties and courthouse em-
ployees.

Words cannot express 
the pride Sheriff Paul Bai-
ley has in his unit, not only 
as individuals, but more 
importantly, as a team, he 
stated in a news release.

“Berrien County Sher-
iff ’s VSU represents the 
Offi ce of  Sheriff  profes-
sionally and with pride. 
They are constantly try-
ing to improve the unit 
through monthly meetings, 
continuing training and 
community involvement,” 
Bailey said.

MSA’s Victim Services 

Program began in 1995 to 
provide support for crime 
victims and their families, 
as well as relieving some of 
the stress from certifi ed of-
fi cers. When the program 
started, teams of two vol-
unteers would accompany 
deputies when a death noti-
fi cation was given and stay 
with the next of kin until 

family, friends or clergy ar-
rived.

Today, many sheriffs have 
expanded the use of these 
teams to provide help in 
search and rescue efforts, 
assist in natural and man-
made disasters such as 
fl ooding or school incidents 
and provide support in the 
aftermath of any crime.

By HP STAFF

Hall 
of Fame 
service

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Longtime Berrien Springs 
High School tennis coach 
Rick Fedoruk has another 
honor to add to his resume. 
He will be inducted into the 
Michigan High School Ten-
nis Coaches 
Association 
Hall of Fame 
in February.

B e r r i e n 
Springs Ath-
letic Director 
Alan Alsbro 
spoke about 
F e d o r u k ’s 
honor as part of his recap 
of the district’s fall athletic 
activities at last week’s board 
meeting.

Fedoruk has been coach-
ing tennis for 36 years and 
has over 300 career wins, 
primarily at Berrien Springs. 
He retired from his 40-year 
teaching career in 2010, in-
cluding 27 years where he 
taught English and history 
at Berrien Springs Middle 
School.

Fedoruk’s honor comes at 
the end of a season where the 
boys’ tennis team was region-
al champs in what was to have 
been a rebuilding year, and he 

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Berrien Springs 
tennis coach 
nets state notice

Don Campbell / HP staff

Dog walkers stroll beneath a canopy of trees at Riverview Park in St. Joseph as fall color begins to peak in Southwest Michigan. Clocks get turned back 
today, meaning you have to get up earlier to get a full day’s color.

BRIGHT TREES, EARLY SUNSETS

LMC to host apprenticeship event
BENTON TOWNSHIP  — 

Lake Michigan College will cel-
ebrate the nation’s second-annual 
Apprenticeship Week on Monday, 
Nov. 14, in its new Hanson Tech-
nology Center, LMC announced.

The event is free and open to 
the public. Doors open at 7:30 
a.m. The program begins at 8 
a.m. and includes a tour of  the 
technology center at 2755 E. Na-
pier Ave. Guests should RSVP at 
lakemichigancollege.edu/NAW or 
contact Lynette Wolf  at lwolf@
lakemichigancollege.edu or 926-
4297.

Guests will learn about the ar-
ea’s latest apprenticeship success-
es and opportunities and hear the 
results of  a three-year initiative to 
improve statewide manufacturing 
training programs.

National Apprenticeship Week 
was established in 2014 to double 
the amount of  apprenticeships 
within fi ve years. It is part of  an 
overall effort to make a dent in 
the skills gap faced by U.S. em-

ployers who are trying to fi ll a 
near-record number of  5.4 mil-
lion unfi lled jobs.

Apprenticeships use an “earn 
and learn” training model that 

combines paid on-the-job experi-
ence coupled with a substantial 
educational component. 

“Apprenticeships are a win-win 
for everyone, and they’re making 

a comeback. Students are catch-
ing on to the vast career oppor-
tunities in advanced manufactur-
ing and local companies benefi t 
by diversifying their workforce, 
improving productivity and prof-
itability, reducing turnover and 
receiving tax credits,” Ken Flow-
ers, LMC’s Dean of  Career and 
Workforce Education, said in an 
LMC news release. 

During the event, an impact 
report prepared by the Michigan 
Coalition for Advanced Manufac-
turing will reveal the outcome of a 
$24.9 million U.S. Department of 
Labor grant awarded in 2013 to a 
group of eight Michigan commu-
nity colleges, including LMC.

The report will highlight the 
massive strides LMC has made 
since then to modernize pro-
grams, update equipment and 
technology;  enhance job place-
ment and career development ser-
vices; improve statewide policies 
and strengthen partnerships with 
regional industry leaders. 

SLEEP
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Lake Michigan College will host Apprentice Week on Monday, Nov. 14 at the new 
Hanson Technology Center on its campus in Benton Harbor Township.
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