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LOCAL & STATE

TIME CAPSULE
Folks at Benton Harbor’s Ross 

Field – now Southwest Michigan 
Regional Airport – made barn-

storming pilot Otto Thar, center, its 
honored guest for the June 1979 
50th anniversary of the Michigan 

Aeronautics Commission. With 
celebration co-chairs Kim Hatch, 

left, and Thomas Millar, right, Thar 
holds a propeller from the Curtis 
biplane he first flew in 1923. The 

retired gas station owner from 
Benton Harbor said he gave up 

flying in 1926 after he got married. 
Speaking of aeronautics ... alert 

reader Laurie Landry Bame of 
Benton Harbor solved last week’s 

Time Capsule mystery. The de-
icing airplane pictured is working 

Airport Road near South Haven. 
She said she grew up in the house 

seen at right.

Time Capsule, which runs every Monday, takes a look back 
through the HP photo archives. If you would like to share a 
nostalgic comment about this photo, please join the discus-
sion on our Facebook page: facebook.com/HeraldPalladium.

Researcher to discuss 
evidence in JFK assassination

ST. JOSEPH — The as-
sassination of President 
John F. Kennedy 53 years 
ago Tuesday is an intriguing 
true murder mystery.

But that tragic day re-
mains a cautionary tale for 
the American people, said 
Timothy Smith, an educa-
tor and researcher who has 
studied the assassination for 
much of his life.

“We must be very careful 
of what President Eisen-
hower called the industrial 
military complex,” Smith 
said in a news release. “Un-
derstand that these things 
can happen, that they may 
have possibly happened in 
the case of John Kennedy, 
to be aware of it, to ask 

questions, to 
always ques-
tion your gov-
ernment and 
to ask good 
questions we 
should be 
asking.”

He will dis-
cuss fi ndings 
from 7-9 p.m. Tuesday at the 
St. Joseph Catholic Parish’s 
Rose Center, 301 Wayne St., 
St. Joseph.  A love offering 
will be accepted to benefi t 
the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul, an organization that 
aids the area’s poor.

Kennedy, the nation’s 
35th president, was fa-
tally shot on a sunny day 
in Dallas while riding in a 
motorcade with his wife, 
Jacqueline Kennedy. The 

assassination and its af-
termath spawned count-
less books and conspiracy 
theories, a popular movie 
and several government in-
vestigations  – but no defi ni-
tive answer on why or who 
killed JFK, Smith said.

Smith has his own theory, 
but he said his conclusions 
do not fall into the category 
of kooks who espouse wild 
theories, including that all 
the evidence is fake. 

“When I talk it is not to 
convert people to my agen-
da,” he said. “I’m not trying 
to play John the Baptist of 
the Kennedy assassination 
world. I’m just trying to 
give them as much evidence 
as I can, spark their interest 
and let them look at it. 

“We can’t allow things 

like this to happen that spoil 
our democratic process. Our 
vote is completely meaning-
less if people through some 
kind of a coup take out 
the president of the United 
States.”

Smith, the director of 
religious education at St. 
Joseph Parish, teaches logic 
and philosophy part time 
at Lake Michigan Col-
lege. Previously he taught 
at St. Philip Catholic Cen-
tral High School in Battle 
Creek and for 25 years at 
Southwestern Michigan 
College.

His master’s thesis while 
attending Indiana Univer-
sity in South Bend was on 
the Kennedy assassination. 
He has attended multiple 
symposiums on the assas-

sination and was one of the 
featured speakers during a 
national symposium called 
“Solving the Great Ameri-
can Murder Mystery” on 
the 40th anniversary of the 
JFK Assassination in 2003 
at Duquesne University in 
Pittsburgh.

His interest was piqued as 
a teenager when he watched 
“Goodnight America,” a 
TV show hosted by Geraldo 
Rivera that featured Robert 
Groden and Dick Gregory, 
both of whom were skepti-
cal of the Warren Report 
conducted soon after Ken-
nedy’s assassination. It con-
cluded Lee Harvey Oswald 
acted alone in fi ring the fa-
tal shots from the sixth fl oor 
window of the Texas School 
Book Depository.
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Museum curator hits the ground running

Jack Greve has been cura-
tor and executive director 

of the North Berrien His-
torical Museum in Coloma 
for only about 10 weeks, but 
he’s already tackled several 
projects, including a new 
exhibit on the history of the 
Interurban Railroad in Ber-
rien County and coordina-
tion of a big holiday fund-
raiser coming soon.

And he’s been brain-
storming about upcoming 
events, programs and fund-
raisers too.

He recently graduated 
from Western Michigan 
University with a bachelor’s 
degree in public history and 
was an intern at the Coloma 
museum this summer before 
taking the director job.

Staff Writer  Andrew Le-
rsten talked to Greve last 
week about his new job, his 
interests in history and sail-
ing, and much more.

The museum’s annual 
Holiday Open House, fea-
turing 38 decorated Christ-
mas trees, live music and 
much more, is scheduled 
for Dec. 2-4 at the museum, 
300 Coloma Ave., across the 
street from Coloma High 
School. Late last week, the 
museum was strewn with 
many of the trees that will 
be decorated by local orga-
nizations and citizens who 
sponsor a tree for the event.

It’s going to be insane the 
next few days, isn’t it?

Yes. The 38 trees are set 
up, with many still to be 
decorated. Thanksgiving 
is our deadline. This is our 
big fundraiser. We’re going 
to have live reindeer here on 
Dec. 4 from 1-3 p.m. too.

Live reindeer? Is that a 

fi rst for you guys?
Yes, we’re bringing them 

in from the Reindeer Ranch 
in Kalamazoo. They’ll be 
outside or in the barn.

So you’re already trying 
out some new ideas.

We have to try out some 
new things so people will 
come back year after year. 
We defi nitely want to have 
more fundraisers as well.

I saw the Hot Wheels stuff 
in the museum. What’s that 
for?

I’m going to have a Hot 
Wheels-themed tree. I defi -
nitely had a good collection 
of Hot Wheels growing up. 
There will be a glow in the 
dark track inside the tree.

How did you get into his-
tory?

I’ve always had a healthy 
interest in history. Our fam-
ily used to go on sailing 
trips for about a month ev-
ery summer, and one of the 
places I remember going 
to is Fayette Historic State 
Park in the Upper Peninsu-
la. It’s a ghost town. It was 
an old mining town.

That’s got to spur a young 
person’s imagination.  Your 
new job is not only about his-
tory, but also about educa-
tion, isn’t it? I know you guys 
get a lot of school trips to the 
museum.

Yes, and in fact before I 
went into history, I studied 

engineering and then edu-
cation. Also, My mom’s a 
teacher. I recently did a lo-
cal cemetery tour, and there 
were 26 students there. It 
was my fi rst experience do-
ing that.

What are some of the 
things you’re planning at the 
museum for next year?

Well, it will be the 50th 
anniversary of the Coloma 
Glad-Peach Festival next 
year, so I want to do a spe-
cial exhibit on that. Also, 
Monte Package Co. will 
be bringing in 22 pieces of 
large equipment that was 
used in the fruit industry.

So now that you’re settling 
into the job, what’s the most 

enjoyable part of it?
There’s so many different 

tasks involved with this job. 
I never get bored. You don’t 
have to sit at a desk all day 
long, or do manual labor all 
day. It’s defi nitely been a lot 
of fun, and I’m meeting a 
lot of people.

I know you were on the 
sailing team at Western. 
I have to ask you: Did the 
boom ever hit you in the 
head?

(Laughs). Yes, when I 
was younger. But you learn 
very quick! I taught sailing 
the past four years on Gull 
Lake.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Andrew Lersten / HP staff

Jack Greve, the new executive director and curator of the North Berrien Historical Museum in Coloma, is shown outside the 
museum. He’s gettting the museum ready for its annual holiday fundraiser.
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IN BRIEF
3 SH men arrested on 
gun, drug charges

South Haven police were 
called to a Meijer store in 
South Haven Friday on a 
theft complaint and ended 
up arresting three men on 
multiple drug- and gun-
related charges, according 
to a news release from the 
South Haven Police De-
partment.

The original complaint 
involved two of the sus-
pects allegedly attempting 
to steal liquor from the 
store. Offi cers took the sus-
pects into custody and ob-
tained warrants to search 
their vehicle and hotel 
room, the release stated.

Offi cers then discovered 
marijuana, crack cocaine 
and a stolen handgun, 
leading to charges of orga-
nized retail fraud, posses-
sion with intent to deliver 
marijuana, possession 
with intent to deliver co-
caine, felon in possession 
of a fi rearm, and felony 
fi rearm.

Names of the suspects 
were not released.

Program sends cards 
to military personnel

U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, 
R-St. Joseph, is invit-
ing constituents to  make 
cards or write notes 
for  active duty military 
personnel, veterans and 
their families this holiday 
season as part of the Red 
Cross’s Holidays for He-
roes program.

Area residents, schools, 
and community organiza-
tions are encouraged to 
take part in writing cards 
of appreciation. Cards 
may be dropped off at 
either of Upton’s  con-
stituent service offi ces in 
Kalamazoo or St. Joseph/
Benton Harbor. Upton’s 
offi ces will accept cards 
dropped off until  5 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 2, and will 
deliver them to a local Red 
Cross offi ce.

More information on 
the Holidays for Heroes 
program  can be found at 
www.redcross.org/volun
teer/volunteer-opportuni
ties/holidays-for-heroes

Upton’s constituent 
service offi ces are located 
at 720 Main St. in St. Jo-
sephand at 350 E. Michi-
gan Ave., Ste. 130, in Ka-
lamazoo.

Holiday Craft Day 
at Bangor Library

The Bangor Branch Li-
brary will host a Holiday 
Craft Day from 11 a.m-1 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3.

Sponsored by the Ban-
gor Friends of the Library, 
the event will feature sever-
al Make It and Take It sta-
tions all centered around a 
reindeer theme. Some of 
the activities include deco-
rating cookies and making 
ornaments.

The event is free and 
open to all families. The li-
brary is located on the cor-
ner of Monroe and Divi-
sion across from city hall.

To register, contact the 
library at 427-8810.

LMC seeks Alumni Award nominations

The Lake Michigan 
College Alumni Associa-
tion Board of Directors is 
seeking nominations for 
its 2017 Alumni Awards. 
Best consideration for the 
2017 awards will be given 
to nominations received by 
February 28, 2017.

To be considered for the 
awards, nominees need to 
have attended Lake Michi-
gan College or its predeces-
sor, Benton Harbor Com-
munity College, and have 
earned at least 30 credit 
hours through the College.

The three award catego-
ries include:
• The Clarence Beck-

with Distinguished Alumni 

Award, named in honor of 
the fi rst president of Lake 
Michigan College, given 
to an alumnus who has ac-
complished signifi cant suc-
cess in his or her personal 
or professional endeavors.
• The Alumni Achieve-

ment Award, presented to a 
recent alumnus who attend-
ed LMC within the past 15 
years and has demonstrat-
ed signifi cant achievement 
and distinguished them-
selves in their career, edu-
cation or community such 
that they would be role 
models to current LMC 
students.
• The Alumni Service 

Award,  given to an alum-
nus who has offered signifi -
cant personal contributions 

to the College or commu-
nity, with community being 
broadly interpreted as lo-
cal, the state of Michigan, 
or the nation. 

To nominate an individu-
al for an alumni award, ac-
cess the nomination forms 
online at lakemichigancol-
lege.edu/nomination. For 
more information, con-
tact Rita Whise, manager, 
advancement programs 
& stewardship at (269) 
927-6278 or rwhise@lake
michigancollege.edu.

Upon nomination, an 
application will be sent to 
the candidate. Award win-
ners will be recognized at 
the College’s 2017 Com-
mencement ceremony on 
Sunday, May 7.
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