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Hillary and Bill Clinton 
– have they no shame?

Editor,
With the legal walls clos-

ing in on her, Hillary Clin-
ton is furiously protesting 
that she is the victim of a 
vast conspiracy. This “con-
spiracy” is spreading every 
day to include Republican 
congressmen, the FBI, 
Trump, etc. In reality it is 
a tangled web of deceit of 
her own making, just like 
Jacob Marley’s chain, and 
her web grows all the time.

Should we trust her and 
take her at her word? Why 
not? After all it only took 
six months of harassment 
for Bill Clinton to partially 
come clean about the Le-
winsky affair. He was im-
peached for tampering with 
witnesses, hiding evidence, 
lying under oath, and only 
a spineless Senate saved 
him from being kicked out 
of offi ce and starting a 
new career making license 
plates.

I am in disbelief as Dem-
ocratic apologists continue 
to write in to this paper, 
defend Hillary and claim 
she is a great candidate. 
The reality is that she is 
criminal waiting to be con-
victed, and as the evidence 
continues to mount, those 
writing in her defense look 
all the more ridiculous.

When faced with the 
likelihood that the 1960 
election was stolen from 
him, Richard Nixon took 

the high road and con-
ceded for the good of the 
nation. Al Gore thought 
only of himself and con-
tested the 2000 election. 
When faced with damning 
evidence, Nixon resigned 
from offi ce. Bill Clinton re-
fused to resign and Hillary 
Clinton continues to deny 
any wrongdoing.

They have only them-
selves to blame for their 
troubles and worse still, 
they know no shame.

Richard M. Camacho
Berrien Springs

Community is stronger 
because of LMC

Editor,
We have lived and 

worked in many areas 
throughout the United 
States, and since 1994 in 
three different Michigan 
cities and towns. While 
most areas have a lot in 
common, our experience 
tells us that communities 
with local colleges enjoy 
a signifi cant economic 
advantage because of their 
unique ability to retain 
existing jobs and to attract 
new employment opportu-
nities through workplace 
expansions and business 
recruitment. Communi-
ties that invest in higher 
education have a competi-
tive advantage in becoming 
economic growth engines 
with lower unemployment 
and signifi cant quality of 
life advantages.

Lake Michigan College 
provides strong advantages 
to Southwest Michigan 
by providing affordable 
college courses for adults, 
students entering college, 
and high school students 
earning early college 
credits. Just as employees 
have access to custom-
ized training to help make 
them more productive and 
competitive, employers 
have access to workforce 
skills training that helps to 
make them more profi table. 
All of this adds up to a 
fl exible, strong and com-
petitive regional economy 
well positioned to meet 
the needs of a constantly 
changing future.

In South Haven, the 
LMC campus also provides 
a safe and comfortable fa-
cility for community meet-
ings and other events. The 
staff has been fl exible and 
welcoming to the needs of 
organizations throughout 
the area. With limited 
event space in our commu-
nity, LMC has always been 
available to help meet our 
needs.

We plan to vote “yes” on 
the LMC millage request, 
and encourage voters to do 
so also.

Mark and LaRae Odland
South Haven

LaSata has shown the 
ability to listen, learn

Editor,
Kim LaSata is our best 

choice to send to Lansing 
as our state representa-
tive. Simply stated, she 
holds to the fundamental 
American ideal that we 
are to be governed, not 
ruled – that governance 
is best coming from local 
governing bodies. She 
believes that our represen-
tatives are citizens fi rst, 
rather than career profes-
sional politicians or civil 
servants rising through 
the ranks of  political 
power on the basis of 
“time served.”

Kim is committed to 
her fundamental values, 
but is also open to new 
ideas and new informa-
tion and can be prag-
matic when necessary. We 
should remember that we 
elect representatives rather 
than robots or recording 
devices that will mimic 
our individual opinions 
and concerns. Voters have 
the opportunity with Kim 
to elect a person who has 
the closest set of  values to 
their own and a willing-
ness to learn, listen, and 
will work to represent our 
best interests. Kim has 
shown that she is willing 
to listen, evaluate and put 
in the time and effort to 
research the facts behind 
the issues, rather than act 
on just emotion and sug-
gest a knee-jerk reaction 
to the “crisis of  the day.”

Party affi liation does 
matter. Neither party can 
represent our own ideals 

perfectly, but there is a 
very basic and underlying 
difference currently repre-
sented by each party. As a 
Republican, Kim will still 
vote her conscience and 
make the best decisions 
based on the evidence 
available while represent-
ing the Republican Party’s 
belief  shared that govern-
ment is to be limited, non-
invasive and minimally 
controlling.

The Democratic Party 
seems intent to rush ever 
faster toward a redistri-
bution of  wealth that 
ultimately leaves only the 

political elite and their 
cronies wealthy and in 
power. The Democratic 
Party’s leadership pro-
motes an ever-increasing 
regulatory environment 
that is devastating to jobs 
and the economy. Kim 
LaSata is not afraid to ask 
the diffi cult questions, and 
she will demand perfor-
mance and accountability 
while striving to make at 
least our state government 
live up to the standards 
that we have a right to 
demand and expect.

Brad Wendzel
Watervliet

LETTERS

Well, here we go.
The attempt to intimi-

date Hillary Clinton’s sup-
porters at the polls has begun.

ProPublica, a Pulitzer Prize-
winning independent news or-
ganization, described Donald 
Trump supporters heckling 
voters at the elections offi ce in 
West Palm Beach, Fla. They 
were captured on video shout-
ing through bullhorns:

“How many Syrian refu-
gees, Muslim refugees, are 
you taking into 
your home?” 
one Trump sup-
porter yelled 
at Clinton sup-
porters. “You 
hypocrites! Sep-
arate the peo-
ple! Over here 
we have LGBT. 
And then over 
here we have the blacks. And 
then over here we have the 
Hispanics. But I’m going to 
tell you something: The hard-
working American people that 
served in the armed forces for 
this country stand with Don-
ald Trump!”

The Atlantic’s Emma Green 
reported that Democratic par-
ties in Ohio, Arizona, Nevada 
and Pennsylvania have sued 
Trump in recent days for en-
couraging attempts to unlaw-
fully intimidate voters:

“In Ohio, Pat McDonald, 
the Republican director of 
Cuyahoga County Board of 
Elections, has apparently re-
ported that ‘Trump supporters 
have already visited the coun-
ty elections board identifying 
themselves as poll observers, 
even though they did not ap-
pear to be credentialed as poll 
observers as required under 
Ohio law.’ Election offi cials 
have expressed concern about 
‘instability on Election Day,’ 
one suit alleges, and discussed 
the possibility of  bringing po-
lice offi cers to polling sites to 
address confl icts.”

Sixty-one-year-old Steve 
Webb, a Trump supporter 
from Fairfi eld, Ohio, told The 
Boston Globe at a Cincinnati 
rally that he will heed Trump’s 
call to volunteer as an “elec-
tion observer” to fi ght the 
mythical “rigged” election:

“Trump said to watch your 
precincts. I’m going to go, for 
sure,” Webb said. “I’ll look 
for ... well, it’s called racial 
profi ling – Mexicans, Syrians, 
people who can’t speak Amer-
ican. I’m going to go right up 
behind them. I’ll do every-
thing legally. I want to see if  
they are accountable. I’m not 
going to do anything illegal. 
I’m going to make them a lit-
tle bit nervous.”

Just adorable.
Early voters from across the 

country have begun sharing 
with me early-voting stories 

of  intimidation from Trump 
supporters. I’m used to read-
ers reaching out, but what a 
sobering narrative unfolding 
in real time.

One woman came up to me 
at Hillary Clinton’s rally at 
Kent State, where I teach jour-
nalism. Like so many other 
women, she doesn’t want me 
to use her name for fear the 
men who shouted at her might 
track her down at home.

When I asked how they 
knew she supports Clinton, 
she smiled and pointed at 
me. “Because I look like you, 
right? We’re of  a certain age, 
and they assume.”

Yes, they do. So clever of 
them.

Late last month, I pulled 
in to a Walgreens parking lot 
about a mile from my house to 
pick up a few packs of  family 
photos. As soon as I got out 
of  the car, I saw him – and he 
saw me.

He was in his early 30s, I’d 
guess, wearing a Trump T-
shirt. At the sight of  me, he 
stopped and waited by the en-
trance. I doubt he recognized 
me. I’m not his type of  colum-
nist. I tried to avoid looking at 
him as I approached the en-
trance, but he was itching for 
a fi ght. He pointed to his chest 
and said, “I’ll bet this scares 
you.”

I shook my head and did 
something stupid: I paid at-
tention to him.

“Son, your anger is none of 
my business,” I said, and then 
I walked into the store.

Learn from me, dear voters. 
Ignore the hecklers and just 
keep walking.

He was waiting for me when 
I returned to my car. “Hey,” 
he yelled through his open 
window. “Hey, you f–-ing hag. 
I’m not your son, and I’m not 
angry.”

I love it when they prove my 
point.

I sat in my car and looked 
at photos of  my grandchildren 
until he got bored and pulled 
away. I wasn’t scared, but I’m 
not stupid. I didn’t want him 
to follow me home.

Has Trump inspired grown 
men to bully women like me?

Sure. And don’t they look 
silly?

For decades, we’ve been 
on the receiving end of  their 
sorry excuse for manhood. 
Yet here we are, still standing 
– and speaking our minds.

We are the fi rst generation 
of  women in America who 
refuse to be invisible after 50. 
Every time those angry, red-
faced fellas take the time to 
scream at us, they prove it.

Glad you can see us, boys.
On Election Day, you’re go-

ing to hear us, too.
Connie Schultz is a columnist for Creators 

Syndicate. Her email: con.schultz@yahoo.com

What a surprise:         
Trumpsters as bullies

Connie
Schultz

To vote, or not to vote? That is 
the big question for a lot of 

Americans.
It’s easy to say everyone who can 

vote should. Otherwise, why have a 
democracy?

The tone (stench) of this cam-
paign, however, has been so off-
putting that many who have never 
thought of not voting can’t stom-
ach the idea of stepping into a vot-
ing station.

There’s no point 
at this late date (al-
though this has been 
The Election That 
Went on Forever) 
of rehashing Hill-
ary Clinton’s good 
points and Donald 
Trump’s bad points. 
Or Clinton’s trust 
issues and obvious shortcomings 
and Trump’s take-no-prisoners 
diatribes against women, immi-
grants and anyone who offends 
him.

No matter what happens, 40 
percent of Americans will be so 
disgruntled they will spend the 
next four years complaining and 
verbally trashing the victor. We 
are so polarized that the very idea 
of Ronald Reagan’s promise of 
“morning in America” makes us a 
little queasy. It’s so not happening 
this year.

Whoever wins will not be able to 
do most of what he or she prom-
ised. We will be disappointed and 
probably angry.

But we have had bad choices be-
fore and survived. Actually, many 
of our elections were deplorable. 
Think segregationist George Wal-

lace’s candidacy. Consider the 
venom of the Barry Goldwater 
vs. Lyndon Johnson match. Recall 
the 1828 contest between Andrew 
Jackson and John Quincy Adams, 
when Jackson’s wife was called a 
“convicted adulteress” because she 
was not properly divorced when 
she married Jackson. She died 
soon after the election. We’ve even 
forgotten that the nasty 2012 con-
test between Barack Obama and 
Mitt Romney seemed too dreadful 
to bear at the time.

Voting is a personal choice. The 
idea of having to make a choice 
we don’t like and then living with 
it may seem intolerable. But not 
making a choice – sitting out the 
election – is to turn our fate over 
to others. It is to ignore so-called 
down ballot races where there will 
be real consequences that affect 
each of us and our local commu-
nities for years if  we don’t vote.

Immigrants who come to this 
country from dictatorships are ap-
palled at how little respect many 
of us have for our right to vote. 
The Center for the Study of the 
American Electorate says 57.5 per-
cent of eligible voters went to the 
polls in 2012. This was down from 
62.3 percent in 2008, 60.4 percent 
in 2004 and 54.2 percent in 2000.

There has been a lot of talk that 
turnout in some of the big coun-
ties in swing states would be un-
usually low this year. The good 
news is that early voting shows 
an uptick and that there has been 
a large increase in people voting 
early. A key to this election will be 
whether millennials vote.

There probably should be a law 

that if  you don’t vote, you don’t 
get to complain about the election 
or the aftermath.

This election has been truly aw-
ful, and not just for giving bigots 
free rein to vent their fear and 
hate, but also for its lack of sub-
stance on policy issues that we 
have to confront soon. Very soon. 
Social Security. Medicare. Tax 
reform. Rebuilding crumbling in-
frastructure. Reforming broken 
and outmoded immigration laws. 
Retraining workers who have lost 
jobs that no longer exist and will 
never come back. Educating our 
children to handle the future when 
technology, engineering and sci-
ence will be more important than 
ever. Chaos abroad.

And giving those children rea-
sonable expectations that it is still 
possible in this country to live the 
good life of the middle class. Hard 
work, discipline and the right skills 
do pay off.

When we thank our veterans 
for their service in protecting our 
country, we are thanking them in 
large measure for protecting our 
right to vote. Thousands have died 
to protect that privilege and duty.

It’s scary to think of throwing 
that away because of the fl aws in 
the candidates. Whoever takes the 
White House may be a better lead-
er than we think.

So, let’s hold our noses and do 
this thing.

We may not like the results, but 
in four years, we can do it all again! 
Ah, the power of hope.

Ann McFeatters is a columnist for Tribune News 
Service. His email is: amcfeatters@nationalpress.
com.

Hold your nose and vote

Local races, down-ballot choices are an     
important part of voter responsibility 

Ann
McFeatters
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