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LOCAL & STATE
LMC upgrades phlebotomy program

BENTON HARBOR — 
Students can now add phle-
botomy technician to Lake 
Michigan College’s growing 
list of program options.

The new program will 
prepare students for work 
in clinical laboratories, 
while giving them a foot-
hold to pursue other health 
care careers, according to 
Leslie Kellogg, vice presi-
dent of academic services.

“We’ve offered a phle-
botomy program for quite 
some time, but it was in 
our short-term training 
division. Now, it’s a credit-
bearing, 12-hour program, 
so that was the change,” 

Kellogg said.
LMC Board members 

approved the change last 
week.

Students who complete 
the program – which pre-
pares them to draw blood 
for various lab tests and 
procedures – can then earn 
a Level certifi cate, and sit 
for the National Healthca-
reer Association certifi ca-
tion exam.

Getting that certifi cate 
will require 100 hours of 
supervised clinical practice 
and 100 successful collec-
tions, as well as classroom 
lectures and lab demon-
strations, according to an 
outline prepared for the 
board.

Students will also earn 

infection control standards 
and safety guidelines, law 
and ethical standards, qual-
ity control methods, and 
specimen collection tech-
niques.

“It is also a gateway into 
other health sciences. It 
is hands-on patient care,” 
Kellogg said.

Students who graduate 
from the program could 
then work for local health 
care providers like Lake-
land Health, and InterCare 
Community Health Net-
work, but the possibilities 
don’t end there, Kellogg 
said.

“For 12 credit hours, 
which you can complete in 
one semester, you can get a 
job in the fi eld, and if  you 
like it, continue your educa-
tion while you’re employed, 

and move into the higher 
levels of the healthcare in-
dustry, such as medical as-
sisting, radiography, sonog-
raphy, and even nursing.”

In other business, the 
board approved a policy 
that spells out minimum 
qualifi cations and stan-
dards for LMC faculty 
members.

The idea is “to ensure 
that the faculty that we hire 
to teach have the qualifi ca-
tions necessary to deliver 
quality education,” Kellogg 
said. “We’ve always prac-
ticed it. We did not have it 
in policy.”

For example, arts and sci-
ences courses will require a 
master’s degree in the sub-
ject, “or a master’s degree 
in some other discipline 
(subject) – plus 18 gradu-

ate hours in the discipline,” 
Kellogg said.

Career technical educa-
tion courses will now re-
quire at least a bachelor’s 
degree, plus proof of rel-
evant licensing and certifi -
cation, and additional work 
experience.

For example, “if  we hire a 
business faculty (member), 
they’d have to have a bache-
lor’s degree, and at least two 
years of working full time, 
in the business fi eld, prefer-
ably more,” Kellogg said.

Faculty members teach-
ing transitional studies 
courses will need at least a 
bachelor’s degree in their 
subject, plus experience in 
working with adult or de-
velopmental learners.

Faculty members in ap-
plied music, foreign lan-

guage and physical educa-
tion will need at least an 
associate’s degree for their 
subject, plus any required 
certifi cations, and prepare 
to show their profi ciency at 
it.

For example, vocal and 
instrumental music teach-
ers must expect to have 
their talents validated 
through “wide critical and 
public acclaim, peer review, 
or publication,” the policy 
states.

The board also made one 
change to its 2017 meeting 
calendar. Election of offi -
cers will now happen at 8:30 
a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2017, 
instead of Jan. 10, as previ-
ously scheduled.

The venue will be an-
nounced when the meeting 
is posted.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Board formalizes policies for faculty hiring

SJPS Foundation 
seeks alumni 
award nominations

ST. JOSEPH — The 
St. Joseph Public Schools 
Foundation is looking for 
nominations for its 2016 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award.

The Distinguished Alum-
ni Award was established 
by the SJPS Foundation to 
honor alumni who have ex-
celled in their profession or 
made contributions to the 
St. Joseph community. The 
deadline for nominations is 
Dec. 15.

A committee, headed by 
Bob Ehrenberg, selects re-
cipients based on different 
criteria.

They have to be a gradu-
ate of St. Joseph Public 
Schools for 10 or more 
years, demonstrate a high 
level of achievement in 
their category and made 
signifi cant contributions, 
or exhibit inspirational 
leadership, character and 
service.

This is the fi fth presen-
tation of this award. Last 
year’s recipients were Carol 
Bartz Stockman, class of 
1945, and John Anzalone, 
class of 1982.

SJPS Foundation Ad-
ministrator Sue Riemland 
said 15 St. Joseph graduates 
have been honored since the 
Distinguished Alumni was 

fi rst created in 2012.
“Those nominated bring 

a wide range of achieve-
ments and experiences with 
them,” Riemland said. “All 
of the alumni honorees 
exhibit strong leadership 
characteristics.”

The foundation receives a 
lot of nominations, enough 
so they have held some that 
are not selected to at least 
be considered for a later 
date.

The awards will be pre-
sented at a special reception 
prior to the high school 
commencement ceremony 
on June 4. Recipients will 
also be seated with the 
graduates and recognized 
at the commencement cer-
emony that evening.

Previous recipient’s pho-
tos and bio information 
can be viewed on the foun-
dation’s website at www.
s t josephpubl icschools
foundation.org.

Those wishing to nomi-
nate an individual for this 
award can obtain an ap-
plication from the founda-
tion’s website. The com-
pleted application can 
be mailed to the founda-
tion or emailed to sjps
foundation@sjschools.org.

People with questions 
can call the foundation’s of-
fi ce at 269-926-3252.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Berrien woman pleads to 
third-degree child abuse

NILES — A Berrien 
Springs woman who didn’t 
get her young children the 
dental care they needed 
was sentenced Monday to 
probation and a jail sen-
tenced that could be de-
ferred if  she completes all 
her other probation terms.

Erin Alesia Weed, 34, 
of  Old U.S. 31 in Berrien 
Springs, pleaded guilty to 
one count of  third-degree 
child abuse and was sen-
tenced Monday in Ber-
rien County Trial Court to 
two years probation and 
$1,138 in fi nes and costs. 
She must testify truthfully 
against her co-defendant, 
Phillip St. Cin.

Berrien County Trial 
Judge Angela Pasula also 
sentenced Weed to a de-
layed sentence of  60 days 
in jail. The jail term is set 
to begin Nov. 1, 2017, and 
may be suspended if  Weed 
fulfi lls other probation 
terms.

The incident occurred 
July 17 at Weed’s home 
in Berrien Township and 
involved her 3-year-old 

d a u g h t e r 
and 6-year-
old son. The 
children are 
now in fos-
ter care and 
she can only 
have super-
vised contact 
with them.

Weed pleaded guilty to 
abusing her son by not get-
ting him proper dental care 
to the point that he needed 
to have root canal surgery, 
but police reports alleged 
there were other  signs of 
abuse.

“I want to apologize 
for not getting them to 
the dentist offi ce sooner, I 
would never intentionally 
harm my children,” she 
said.

“The condition of  your 
home was reprehensible, 
the house was absolutely 
fi lthy,” Judge Pasula said. 
“The children were sleep-
ing on mattresses not fi t 
for animals. There were 
dog feces and dirty diapers 
on the fl oor. It was not fi t 
for animals let along chil-
dren. Your children de-

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Benton Township Firefighter Robert Harper suffered a concussion when a ceiling fell on him 
during a fire Sunday morning at this house at 2195 Truman Drive. Chief Dan Durham said 
Harper, a 12-year veteran of the department, is recovering at home. Other firefighters helped 
him to safety after he was struck by the ceiling, Durham said.

Firefighter recovering after ceiling collapse

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— A Benton Township 
fi refi ghter is recovering at 
home from an injury he 
received Sunday when a 
ceiling gave way at a fi re 
scene.

Chief  Dan Durham said 
fi refi ghter Robert Harper, 
49, suffered a concussion 
when the ceiling fell on 
him while he was fi ght-
ing a fi re at 2195 Truman 
Drive in Benton Town-
ship. The fi re department 
had fi rst been called to the 
house at 10:13 p.m. Satur-
day to put out a fi re that 

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

A Harbor Halloween

Jakela Garrett of Benton 
Harbor and her 6-month-
old son, Darius Gray Jr., 

watch Benton Harbor’s Tiger 
Marching Band perform 
Monday in the Benton 
Harbor Arts District.

Photos by Louise Wrege / HP staff

Benton Harbor Public Safety Officer Kyle Wilson puts a 
sticker on the chest of Duane Stewart, 5, of Benton Harbor 
Monday during trick-or-treating.

Hundreds descend on BH Arts 
District for inaugural event

BENTON HARBOR — Ninja Turtles and Bat-
mans and baby tigers, oh my!

Hundreds of people fl ocked to the fi rst trick-or-
treating event in the Benton Harbor Arts District co-
ordinated with St. Joseph Today, the Benton Harbor 
Downtown Development Authority, Benton Harbor 
Area Schools and the city of Benton Harbor.

“We ran out of candy – twice,” said Richard 
Hensel, president of the Benton Harbor DDA and 
vice president of the Benton Harbor Library.

He said the library’s booth on Water Street gave 
away almost 500 bags of candy. 

Part of Water Street was closed for the event. Not 
only did  the children collect candy, but they were 
able to explore a fi re truck brought by the Benton 
Harbor Fire Department and a boat from the U.S. 
Coast Guard Station in St. Joseph. The Benton 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer
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