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LOCAL & STATE
New donations boost Good Fellow Fund

The bucks keep rolling in 
for the Good Fellow Fund.

A slew of fresh contribu-
tions have brought the year-
to-date total to $28,978.32. 
The goal is $35,000 and the 
record is $37,802.

Money gained through 
contributions and the Dec. 
2 Newsies sale are used to 

help struggling families 
during the Christmas sea-
son. Twin Cities Lions and 
Exchange  clubs lead the 
way with The Herald-Palla-
dium covering administra-
tive costs. The HP and its 
predecessor  News-Palladi-
um have coordinated such 
drives for nearly a century.

New donations:
Bruce C. Conybeare, 

$100;  Wightman & As-
sociates  Inc., $100; 
James and Susan Smith, 
$25; Betty Bade Meyerink, 
$200;  Bradford and Mari-
lyn Frey, $100.

A contribution of $300 
was made in the name of 

Bernice Tretheway to hon-
or her on her 98th birth-
day on behalf  the follow-
ing organizations: Lincoln 
Charter Township, Berrien 
County Courthouse, Ber-
rien County Republican 
Party, Republican Women, 
Lakeshore Chamber of 
Commerce, Lakeshore Ex-

cellence Foundation and 
Alumni, Friends of Ber-
rien County Shriners, Ber-
rien County Historical As-
sociation, Sarett Nature 
Center, Lincoln Township 
Library, Michigan Regis-
ter of Deeds Association, 
Twin City Church Women 
United. 

Photos by Tony Wittkowski / HP staff

Devin Kavanaugh, left, watches Byron Pena play “Need for Speed Rivals” on a computer Friday at the Hanson Technology Center 
in Benton Township. The two were there to promote a CTE course.

From MSP to 
the Mounties

LANSING — Michigan 
State Police have joined po-
lice agencies all across the 
country in an effort to make 
travel safer by taking part 
in the annual Operation 
C.A.R.E. (Combined Acci-
dent Reduction Effort) Life-
saver Weekend.

The goal is to reduce traf-
fi c injuries and fatalities re-
sulting from crashes caused 
by dangerous driving behav-
iors during one of the busi-
est travel periods of the year, 
the last full weekend before 
Christmas.

“This weekend is typically 
a very busy travel period due 
to celebrations, shopping and 
other functions,” Col. Kriste 
Kibbey Etue, MSP director, 

stated in a press release.
“Troopers will be taking 

a zero-tolerance approach 
to impaired drivers and mo-
torists who are exhibiting 
any unsafe driving practice 
including not wearing their 
safety belt, running red lights 
and drowsy and distracted 
driving,” Etue said.

Operation C.A.R.E. Life-
saver Weekend began at 6 
p.m. Friday and goes until 
11:59 p.m. Monday. 

Operation C.A.R.E. be-
gan in 1977 as a collabora-
tive effort between the MSP 
and Indiana State Police and 
is one of the nation’s longest-
running traffi c safety initia-
tives.

Today it includes police 
agencies from all 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, 
American Samoa, Guam, 
Puerto Rico, the Royal Ca-
nadian Mounted Police, On-
tario Provincial Police, Que-
bec Police Force and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands.

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Police taking 
C.A.R.E. in impaired 
driver crackdown

A promise to a new career

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — Tamia Clay wants 
to become an engineer for 
NASA.

The Benton Harbor 
sophomore fi rst knew she 
wanted to help people get 
to space because of her 
10-year-old brother.

“A year ago my brother 
was stressing the fact that he 
loved the moon and wanted 
to be out in space as an as-
tronaut,” Clay said. “I told 
him he would be gone for 
years and that I wouldn’t see 
him, and he said ‘you can 
do the engineering part and 
make sure I’m safe then.’ I 
love math and I love science, 
so it was right up my alley.”

In order to learn what she 
must do and what opportu-
nities were out there, Clay 
needed to do some research.

That’s why Clay was 
among the more than 500 
students who attended the 
fourth-annual Career Tech-
nical Education Expo on 
Friday, which was put to-
gether by the Benton Har-
bor Promise.

It was at the Hanson 
Technology Center on Lake 
Michigan College’s campus 
this year, a change from its 
usual venue at the Boys & 
Girls Club Teen Center in 
Benton Harbor.

The Expo’s purpose 
was  to heighten Benton 
Harbor students’ awareness 
regarding postsecondary 

Career and Technical Edu-
cational opportunities – in-
cluding skilled trades and 
other career avenues that 
can be obtained with a two-
year associate’s degree or 
certifi cate.

The students came from 
Benton Harbor High 
School, Countryside Acad-
emy and the Dream Acad-
emy.

Louis Thomas, director 
of the Start to Finish pro-
gram and board member of 
the Benton Harbor Prom-
ise, said holding the Expo 
at the new Hanson Tech 
Center was a great chance 
for students to see what they 
would be working with.

“It gives these students an 
opportunity to meet their 
next instructor or their next 
employer,” Thomas said. 
“It’s mutually benefi cial for 
all parties involved.”

Students were given a tour 
of the center Friday, which 
included a sneak peek at the 
building’s Fabrication Lab 
and Simulation Classroom.

In addition to its pro-
grams and the annual CTE 
Expo, the Benton Harbor 
Promise offers a two-year 
scholarship for students who 
live in Benton Harbor and 
graduate from the school 
system. The award provides 
up to two years of the aver-
age annual tuition cost for 
public community college.

Alex Grumbine, who 
works at Kinexus and serves 
on the board of directors for 
the Benton Harbor Promise, 
said the group of regional 
employers made up a good 
slice of the jobs that were 
available locally.

On hand in the main hall-

way of the tech center were 
groups of manufacturers, 
hotel and health care rep-
resentatives from about 25 
regional employers. The 
employers included The Inn 
at Harbor Shores, Lakeland 
Health, Kay Manufacturing 
and Vickers Engineering.

“It’s a good, diverse 
group,” Grumbine said. 
“The entire goal is about let-
ting them know about the 
opportunities in Southwest 
Michigan – whether that’s 
internships or advice on a 
career path.”

Dionne Bowens, project 
director for Benton Harbor 
Promise, said a lot of the 
regional employers that vol-
unteered to come out and 
speak with students are al-
ready Promise partners. She 
said board members also 
reached out to their employ-
ers to see who could lend 
their time for the Expo.

Bowens, who graduated 
from Benton Harbor High 
School, said it was nice to 

see the collaborative efforts 
take place in her own com-
munity.

With her mind set on 
NASA, Clay said her favor-
ite part of the Expo was the 
networking portion.

“There was a good com-
bination of places and busi-
nesses,” she said. “I thought 
it might be boring, but it 
turned out to be really fun.”

There were a number of 
stations she went to that 
would support Clay’s cho-
sen career, especially Aero-
tek in Benton Harbor.

She said she’s also taken 
an interest in 3-D printers 
and is in the process of get-
ting one of her own.

“I’m looking for a job 
that I’m going to be happy 
to wake up to in the morn-
ing,” Clay said. “I want a 
job that is going to bring me 
a stable income. I don’t want 
to be uncomfortable fi nan-
cially, and I want to leave 
something for my children 
as well.”

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

CTE Expo makes 
first appearance at 
Hanson Tech Center IN BRIEF

Benton Twp. infant 
dies of S.I.D.S

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— A baby who was found 
dead in a house in Benton 
Township on Wednesday 
died of sudden infant death 
syndrome, police said Fri-
day.

Benton Township Police 
and Medic 1 were called at 
12:52 p.m. Wednesday to a 
house in the 1400 block of 
Rose Avenue on a report 
of an unresponsive child. 
When police and an ambu-
lance crew arrived, the baby, 
7-week-old Najarione D. 
Perry II, was dead. 

Detective Sgt. Jeff Fara-
one said Friday an autopsy 
was conducted Thursday at 
Spectrum Hospital in Grand 
Rapids. The medical exami-
nation determined the cause 
of death to be S.I.D.S., and 
there were no signs of foul 
play, Faraone said.

As is done with all cases 
of this nature, a report will 
be sent to the Berrien Coun-
ty Prosecutor’s Offi ce for re-
view, police said.

Deadline to apply for 
food sharing is Monday

BENTON HARBOR 
— The deadline for Benton 
Harbor, Benton Township 
and St. Joseph residents to 
apply for the second annual 
Holiday Food Sharing Pro-
gram is Monday. 

The program, sponsored 

by the city of Benton Har-
bor, the PGA of America 
and Whirlpool Corp., will 
distribute 400 turkeys and 
food boxes to residents in 
need of assistance. 

Contact the Southwest 
Michigan Community Ac-
tion Agency for information 
or locations that provide ap-
plications at 925-9077.

Encore performance 
at BH Salvation Army

BENTON HARBOR 
— ISM Music & Entertain-
ment Industry Academy 
in Benton Harbor will do 
an encore performance of 
its fi rst Christmas musical 
drama, “The Last Minute 
Gift,” at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday 
at the Benton Harbor Sal-
vation Army, 223 Michigan 
St., Benton Harbor.

The drama was written 
and produced by Major Da-
vid Womack from the Salva-
tion Army. Executive Direc-
tor Bonita Mitchell said the 
show will be bigger and bet-
ter than ever, with the chil-
dren in costume.

SJ Verizon collects 
food for campaign

ST. JOSEPH — TCC-
Verizon Wireless at 2015 
Niles Road, St. Joseph, will 
collect canned and boxed 
food through Monday for 
its Stop Hunger campaign.

The food will be given to 
local food banks.

Miss Hartford Mariel Hallgren has eyes on art school
HARTFORD — Hart-

ford High School se-
nior Mariel Hallgren will 
wear the 2017 Miss Hartford 
crown in the Miss Blossom-
time pageant, to take place 
in March.

The daughter of Beth and 
Eric Hallgren gained the 
crown in the Dec. 11 contest 
at her school auditorium. 
Mariel, 18, is dual enrolled 
at  Southwestern Michigan 
College with the goal of ob-
taining a degree in arts and 
communications from the 
Kendall School of Design.

Mariel is involved in band, 
soccer, cheer and pep club. 
Her community service in-
cludes helping with Hospice, 
the Lions Club many Hart-
ford events.

First Runner-Up Makayla 
Robinson is the daughter of 
Sandy and  Doug Paluch 
and Gary Robinson. She 

is a 16-year-old junior at 
Hartford High School. As 
a senior, she will be dual-en-
rolled through Kalamazoo 
Valley Community College. 
She plans to obtain a degree 
in nursing.

She has participated in 
cheer, softball and her youth 
group. Her volunteer work 

includes the Kid Builders 
Learning Center, public 
health emergency simula-
tions, the Van Buren ISD 
and at Stokes Family Farm.

Second  Runner-Up and 
Miss Congeniality is Jessica 
Rosales. She is the daughter 
of Maria and Jesus Rosales. 
Jessica, 18, is  an early col-
lege student at KVCC. Her 
ultimate goal is to obtain a 
degree in culinary arts and 
sustainable food systems.

She is a former Student 
Council member, Spanish 
club and youth group mem-
ber. She has volunteered 
with student council food 

drives, holiday bazaars, the 
giving tree and Christmas 
events.

Other Queen contestants 
were Kaylynn Owens, Isabel-
la Fisher and Ashley Kling.

Mr. Hartford  is Hunter 
Ackerman,  17, the son of 
Gary and Tammy Acker-
man. The senior at Hartford 
High School also attends 
KVCC. He would like to 
transfer to Grand Valley 
State University or the Uni-
versity of Michigan to ob-
tain a degree in biomedical 
science before the attend-
ing the Michigan School of 
Dentistry.

Hunter is in baseball, 
basketball, Student Coun-
cil, band, Model UN and 
church youth group. He 
has volunteered at food and 
blood drives.

First Runner-Up is 
Jake Griffi th  and the Sec-
ond Runner Up is Garrett 
Brandt, and Mr. Nice Guy 
is Ricky Austin. The other 
King contestant was Thom-
as Covington.

The pageant theme was 
“Bug’s Life.” The hosts 
were  Gabriella Garza and 
Glen Head. Pageant Chair-
woman was Taylor Pres-
tidge.

By HP STAFF

HALLGREN ROBINSON ROSALES ACKERMAN

Paul Yakel, program manager for Spectrum Community Servic-
es, speaks to a few visiting students Friday inside the main hall 
of the Hanson Technology Center in Benton Township. Students 
were there as part of the Career Technical Education Expo.


