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G U I D E
to Southwest Michigan entertainment‘Freedom in the journey’: 

Southwest Mich. native 

Daniel Deitrich returns to 

The Livery on Friday night
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PechaKucha Night: 

Visual storytelling 

event returns tonight 

for seventh rendition 
PAGE 4

Monday Musical Club: 

85th Vesper Service 

slated for Sunday at 

First Congregational
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Acoustic duo
Harris and Richardson to

perform rare show together 

at The Acorn Theater 
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Berrien County Sheriff Paul Bailey is joined by Zachariah Meyer, back, from Michiana Land Services, during a press conference 
Wednesday to announce the raising of over $52,000 from the community for the purchase of additional safety equipment for officers. 

Community comes through 
to help keep cops secure

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— When Berrien County 
Sheriff  Paul Bailey shared 
a need for more  safety 
equipment after the shoot-
ing deaths in July of two 
court offi cers, the commu-
nity responded in a big way.

Soon, all sheriff ’s depu-
ties on the road and in the 
jail will be equipped with 
Level III  security holsters 
and weapon-mounted 
fl ashlights, and the entire 
enforcement division, 65 
offi cers, will have plate car-
rier bullet proof vests they 
can put on at active shoot-
er scenes.

The equipment will all 
be paid for from donations 
totaling $52,229 raised 
through the Berrien Com-
munity Foundation.

Foundation President 
Lisa Cripps-Downey said 
the money was raised after 
Berrien County Trial Court 
Security Offi cers  Joseph 
Zangaro and Ron Kienzle 
were shot and killed by jail 

inmate Larry Gordon on 
July 11. A sheriff ’s depu-
ty, James Atterberry, and 
a citizen were shot and 
wounded.

Gordon had wrestled a 
gun away from Atterberry 
while Atterberry was mov-

ing him from 
court to a 
holding cell, 
and used the 
gun to shoot 
Z a n g a r o , 
Kienzle, At-
terberry and 
a citizen. 
Other court 
offi cers shot 
and killed 

Gordon as he held hostag-
es in an escape attempt.

“We lost two great men. 
The community was in 
shock and we all wanted 
to do something,” Cripps-
Downey said at a press 
conference Wednesday be-
fore presenting the sheriff  
with the $52,229 check. 
“The Community Founda-
tion issued a $5,000 chal-
lenge grant and the com-
munity responded in a way 

that shouldn’t surprise me 
any more. This money will 
fully cover the costs of  the 
equipment needs.”

The Level III  holsters 
will make it more diffi cult 
to disarm a police offi -
cer. The weapon-mounted 
fl ashlights will provide light 
for offi cers at crime scenes 
at night without having to 
hold a fl ashlight. The plate 

carrier bullet-proof vests 
are  worn outside the uni-
form and offer protection 
from rifl e rounds at active 
shooter scenes.

“Given all the negative 
things happening across 
the country, we thank the 
Berrien Community Foun-
dation and the public,” 

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

$52,000 raised for new safety equipment

Berrien County Undersheriff Chuck Heit talks about the purchase 
of plate carrier bullet proof vests, Level III security holsters and 
weapon mounted flashlights for officers during a press confer-
ence Wednesday. 
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A barrel       
of memories

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Two Southwest Michi-
gan men who were pio-
neers  in making the area 
a wine destination were 
memorialized Wednesday 
when two French oak bar-
rels were dedicated in their 
names to Lake Michigan 
College in Benton Town-
ship.

Offi cials said that Len 
Olsen, who died Dec., 2, 
2014, and David Bragani-
ni, who died July 5, blazed 
the trail for future wine-
makers in the area.

“Both of these gentle-
men I’ve known since I was 
a young kid,” said Chris 
Moersch, president of 
the Lake Michigan Shore 
Wine Trail, the organiza-
tion that donated the bar-
rels. “We wanted to pay 
homage to two people who 
really blazed the trail for 
the rest of us.”

He said Braganini start-
ed the wine trail, which in-
cludes 20 Southwest Mich-
igan wineries, in 2002.

“It’s harder to get people 
to come out and visit just 
a single winery, but when 
they can come out and visit 
several over a weekend, it 
grabs a lot more people’s 
attention,” he said.

In addition, Moersch 
said it helps the small, 

start-up wineries to be 
able to get their names out 
there.

“They really were pio-
neers in the industry,” said 
Mike Moyer, wine and vi-
ticulture technology direc-
tor at the college. “They 
helped move Michigan and 
the Michigan wine indus-
try in a positive direction.”

Gunnar Olsen, Len 
Olsen’s son, said his fa-
ther founded Tabor Hill 
Vineyard and Wine Cellar 
in Buchanan and, later, 
opened Baroda Founder’s 
Wine Cellar in Baroda.

“It means a lot knowing 
that people recognize my 
father for all the things he’s 
contributed to the wine 
industry,” said Gunnar Ol-
sen, who owns the Baroda 
winery.

Moyer  said Olsen and 
Braganini were among the 
fi rst people to cultivate 
international varieties of 
grapes in Southwest Mich-
igan. Before that, wine 
made in Michigan used 
Concord juice grapes, he 
said.

“They also showed the 
people here and in the rest 
of the country and even 
the world that we can make 
really high quality wine 
here,” he said. “That hadn’t 
been done before.”

Moyer said the barrels 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Don Campbell / HP staff

Michael Moyer, Wine and Viticulture Technology program 
director at Lake Michigan College, unloads two French oak 
wine barrels donated to the school in memory of two local 
founding winemakers.

Two Southwest Michigan founding 
winemakers honored

LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE BERRIEN COUNTY

Rep. Upton is praying for a cure

W A S H I N G T O N , 
D.C. — A bill promising 
to  modernize medical re-
search  in America passed 
in the U.S. House by a 392-
26  vote Wednesday and is 
expected to be voted on by 
the U.S. Senate early next 
week, said U.S. Rep. Fred 

Upton, R-St. 
Joseph, one 
of  the spon-
sors of  the 
21st Century 
Cures Act.

If  it be-
comes law, he 
said the bill 
will modern-
ize and streamline the ap-
proval process for drugs 
and medical devices from 
the  U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration so cures 
can get to patients fast-
er.  Upton  said the FDA 
has signed off  on the pro-
posed safety measures that 

are part of  the bill.
He  said the $6.3 billion 

cost will be funded  from 
several pots of  money, in-
cluding from the Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve, which 
was established in the 
1970s.

“The world is different 
today than it was back in 
the ‘70s when we had an 
oil embargo,” said Upton, 
chairman of the House 
Energy and Commerce 
Committee.

He said that was back 
when America was de-
pendent on oil from the 
Middle East. But now, he 

said the country is almost 
energy independent and 
doesn’t need that large of 
a reserve.

“I think we can stop fi ll-
ing the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve at the moment,” 
he said in the phone inter-
view. “We still have a half  
a billion barrels of  oil in 
reserve. We’re going to sell 
some of  it.”

In addition, he said some 
money will come from 
Obamacare.

“We’re going after some 
of  the excess money in 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Congressman says 
Cures bill he      
championed is on 
track for passage

Some Dems oppose  
medical research bill, but 
White House supports

WASHINGTON — U.S. 
Fred Upton said he ex-
pects the bipartisan, White 
House-endorsed medical 
research bill he has been 
hailing for two years will 
soon become law.

However, the bill faces 
some skeptical Democrats 
and complaints from con-
sumer groups.

The legislation envisions 
spending $6.3 billion over 

the coming decade, includ-
ing $4.8 billion for Na-
tional Institutes of Health 
research. States would get 
$1 billion over the next 
two years for preventing 
and treating abuse of ad-
dictive drugs like opioids, a 
surging problem in red and 
blue states alike. The Food 
and Drug Administration 
would get $500 million to 
streamline approval pro-
cesses for drugs and medical 

By ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press

UPTON
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OUR TEAM IS HIRING!
If you want to work at one of Michigan’s “Cool Places 
to Work,” visit Facebook.com/KinexusGroup to learn 
about our open positions. 
To apply, contact Jamie at QuignoJ@Kinexus.org
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .40º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .28º
Record High . . . . . . 67º in 1998
Record Low . . . . . . 11º in 1958
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.35"
Normal month to date. . . . 3.30"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 37.22"
Normal year to date . . . . 34.33"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:55 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:14 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:26 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:21 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see cloudy skies 
with a 50% chance of showers, 
high temperature of 42º, 
humidity of 87%. West wind 
15 mph. Expect cloudy skies 
tonight with a 40% chance of 
showers, overnight low of 36º. 
West wind 10 to 15 mph.

Today, W wind 18 to 21 kt. A chance of rain and snow showers 
before noon, then a chance of rain showers. Waves around 6 ft. 
Water temperature 48 degrees.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Friday

Rain/Snow
39º / 35º

Saturday

Mostly Cloudy
37º / 30º

Sunday

Rain/Snow
40º / 33º

Monday

Partly Cloudy
43º / 34º

Today

Few Showers
42º

Tonight

Few Showers
36º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Skies will be cloudy today with scattered rain and snow, highs in 
the 30s and 40s. Northwest wind 15 to 20 mph. Expect cloudy 
skies to continue Friday with scattered rain and snow.

Skies will be cloudy today with scattered rain and snow showers, 
highs in the 40s. West wind 14 to 17 mph. Friday we will continue 
to see cloudy skies with isolated rain and snow.

What is a fulgerite? ?

Answer: It is a glassy substance 
created when lightning strikes soil.

First
12/7

Full
12/13

Last
12/20

New
12/29

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 38
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Dec. 1, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

Gateway officials hope area 
residents and the state will 
show some Christmas spirit 
and help the non-profit organi-
zation make up an unexpected 
$250,000 loss in revenue.

The Berrien Springs-based 
organization, which provides 
training and employment op-
portunities for disabled adults, 
is holding its first Decorated 
Tree Auction this weekend at the 
Boulevard Hotel in St. Joseph.

Ron Matthews, Gateway pres-
ident, said the auction goal is 
$2,000. He acknowledged it will 
take much more to make up for 
the revenue shortfall but said the 
auction is a start.

35 years ago – 1981
Andrews University, Berrien 

Springs, received a donation 
from Dow Chemical U.S.A. of 
68 volumes of the Journal of 
American Chemical Society, a 
chemistry journal.

According to Dr. Robert 
Wilkins, chairman of the chem-
istry department at Andrews, 
the donation includes all jour-
nals issued between 1903 and 
1973 and is valued at $1,000.

50 years ago – 1966
After some 80 years of service, 

South Haven’s old swing bridge 
at Dyckman Avenue will soon be 
closed to vehicle traffic. City En-
gineer Norman Polo announced 
this week that the bridge is in 
poor condition and may have 
to be closed to truck traffic as 
early as next Monday. He said 
the bridge may be closed to all 
vehicles within a few weeks.

Today is Thursday, Dec. 1, the 
336th day of 2016. There are 30 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlights in History:
On Dec. 1, 1941, Japan’s Em-

peror Hirohito approved waging 
war against the United States, 
Britain and the Netherlands af-
ter his government rejected U.S. 
demands contained in the Hull 
Note. British-born journalist 
and broadcaster Alistair Cooke 
became a naturalized American 
citizen.

On this date:
In 1824, the presidential elec-

tion was turned over to the U.S. 
House of Representatives when 
a deadlock developed between 
John Quincy Adams, Andrew 

Jackson, William H. Crawford 
and Henry Clay. (Adams ended 
up the winner.)

In 1862, President Abraham 
Lincoln sent his Second Annual 
Message to Congress, in which he 
called for the abolition of slavery, 
and went on to say, “Fellow-cit-
izens, we can not escape history. 
We of this Congress and this Ad-
ministration will be remembered 
in spite of ourselves.”

In 1955, Rosa Parks, a black 
seamstress, was arrested after 
refusing to give up her seat to a 
white man on a Montgomery, 
Alabama, city bus; the incident 
sparked a year-long boycott of 
the buses by blacks.

In 1969, the U.S. government 
held its first draft lottery since 
World War II.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Bailey said. “A recent poll 
showed that our police of-
ficers in our communities 
are highly respected.”

Bailey said the equip-
ment has begun to arrive 
and all officers will be fully 
trained in how to use it.

“We’re going to put 
this to good use. Our law 
enforcement goes out ev-
ery day and works very 
hard to protect our com-
munity,” the sheriff  said. 
“This goes to show what 
a great county we live in 
and how caring our com-
munity is.”

Bailey pointed out that 
prior to July 11, sheriff ’s 
deputies moved thousands 
and thousands of  inmates 
a year between the jail and 
court without incident.

“With this terrible inci-
dent, I got more deputies 
back, and no inmate will 
ever be moved again with 
just one person.”

Cripps-Downey said she 
met with Bailey after the 
July 11 shootings to talk 

about equipment needs for 
the department. After that 
discussion, the foundation 
set out to raise $30,000. 
The amount collected far 
surpassed that goal.

“This community is 
so generous,” Cripps-
Downey said. “People 
gave in so many ways. The 
gifts ranged from $5 to 
$6,000. People sent in not 
just checks, but letters of 
condolence to the sheriff ’s 
office and thank you notes 
for what they do for Ber-
rien County.”

She said a community 
run hosted by the SWMI 
Racers raised more than 
$6,000. Area restaurants 
hosted give-back nights 
and high school students 
from the Interact Clubs at 
St. Joseph and Lake Mich-
igan Catholic high schools 
sold ice cream bars to raise 
money.

The Upton Foundation 
made a $5,000 grant, and 
LECO Corp., Whirlpool 
Corp. and Michiana Land 
Services each made dona-
tions of  $5,000 or more, 
Cripps-Downey said.

Zachariah Meyer of  Mi-

chiana Land Services com-
mented at Wednesday’s 
press conference, “We feel 
privileged to live in such 
a strong community. The 
contributions we make are 
very small compared to 
the sacrifices these officers 
make every day.”

Cripps-Downey said 
one of  the most touching 
donations was one of  the 
smallest. 

“We received $5 with 
a letter that said thank 
you, and that this per-
son wished they could do 
more. The letter said ‘I 
wanted to do something so 
the officers know the com-
munity is behind them.’”

Bailey said Zangaro and 
Kienzle will not be forgot-
ten.

“We recognize Joe and 
Ron for their service to 
our community and their 
friendship of  over 35 years. 
We miss them every day. 
We want to protect our of-
ficers and do what we can 
to make sure a tragedy like 
this never happens again,” 
the sheriff  said.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

Don Campbell / HP staff

Two French oak wine barrels are donated to the Lake Michigan College Wine and Viticulture Tech-
nology program in memory of two local founding winemakers, David Braganini and Len Olsen, 
during a dedication ceremony Wednesday at The Hanson Techonolgy Center. 

were made in France from 
French oak trees and cost 
about $1,000 apiece. He 
said French oak gives wine 
a more subtle flavor than 
American oak. 

“They both have their 
place,” he said.  “There are 
plenty of good wineries 
that use nothing but Ameri-
can oak.”

He said the college’s 
wine program, which is in 
its second year, has some 
used French oak barrels, 
but these are the first new 

ones. He said older barrels 
no longer add flavor to the 
wine.

“These barrels will defi-
nitely help make some fan-
tastic red wine from the 
2016 vintage,” he said. “I’m 
really excited to have them.”

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

Obamacare – the pre-
vention fund,” he said. 
“Shouldn’t the prevention 
fund be used for finding 
cures for diseases?”

He said the bill will fur-
ther keep more money in 
America.

“Venture capitalists have 
reduced their investment 
in America by 50 percent 
because the approvals are 
happening overseas faster 
than they are here,” he 
said. “Let’s figure out what 
we’re doing wrong, which 
is what we’ve done.”

He said his bill allows re-
searchers and universities 
to be able to talk to each 
other and use the internet.

“All these different 
things weren’t around 30 
to 40 years ago,” said Up-
ton, who has been working 
on the bill for three years. 
“The approval process has 
stayed pretty much the 
same, probably since the 
invention of  the polio vac-
cine.”

He said that is why there 
are 10,000 diseases and 
only 500 cures.

“We can do better,” he 
said.

In July, the White House 
issued a statement in sup-
port of  the bill, which in-
cludes President Barack 
Obama’s Precision Medi-

cine Initiative, “which 
would advance a new mod-
el of  participant-centered 
research to accelerate bio-
medical discoveries and 
provide clinicians with new 
tools and therapies tailored 
to individual patients’ 
needs.”

Upton said he was asked 
by a colleague why he 
doesn’t wait until Presi-
dent-Elect Donald Trump 
is in office to push the bill 
forward so Trump gets 
credit for it.

“If  we did that, we’d de-
lay getting the cure to those 
patients,” he said. “Maybe 
that’s the political answer, 
but that’s not what people 
want to hear.”

He said illness knows no 
political boundaries and 
neither should the push to 
find more cures.

“We don’t want to wait 
a year or two just to get it 
politically right,” he said. 
“That’s not what people 
want. They need to get it 
now. ... We all know people 
who suffer from these just 
awful diseases. We don’t 
want to wait for a cure. We 
want it as fast as we can.”

He said an earlier ver-
sion of  the bill was passed 
in the House in July 2015, 
but it didn’t make it out of 
committee in the Senate.

This time, he said he be-
lieves he has the votes to 
get it made into law.

“I think that we have 

the commitment on both 
sides of  the aisle, the lead-
ership on both sides and 
the White House to get it 
done,” he said.

Upton said the bill con-
tains billions of  dollars for 
health research. 

He said the bill will pro-
vide the National Insti-
tutes of  Health $4.8 billion 
in new funding for cancer 
research and to improve 
the understanding of  brain 
diseases like Alzheimer’s. 
He said it includes $500 
million so the FDA can 
modernize its regulations 
and recruit and retain the 
best researchers and doc-
tors and $1 billion to fight 
the abuse of  opioids.

“Ultimately, we’re go-
ing to shorten the time 
for a drug to be approved, 
we hope,” he said. “Guess 
what? That’s going to re-
duce the cost to the patient 
for that drug or device.”

He said he and his staff  
worked around the clock 
over the weekend to get 
support for the bill.

“There’s not a lot of  time 
in this Congress,” he said. 
“We’re in the waning days, 
probably just five or six leg-
islative days left before the 
next congress convenes.”

If  the bill is not passed 
during this session, he said 
he will have to start all over 
again in January.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

devices.
The House approved the 

measures Wednesday.  Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., said that 
following House approval, 
“The Senate will consider 
this measure and send it to 
the president’s desk.” That is 
expected to occur next week.

Democrats grumbled 
that though the bill desig-
nates money for research, 
drug approvals and opioids 
abuse over coming years, it 
fell short of what was need-
ed and would take future 
legislation to actually pro-
vide those funds. They were 
also unhappy about sav-
ings to pay for those initia-
tives, chiefly $3.5 billion to 
be cut from a public health 
program in Obama’s health 
care law, which the GOP 
aims to repeal in its entirety.

The Senate’s No. 2 
Democratic leader, Rich-
ard Durbin of Illinois, said 
the bill reflected “a warped 
sense of justice” by cutting 
public health programs to 
pay for research and said 
he was “totally under-
whelmed” by its spending. 
He said the measure would 
likely pass.

The White House sent 
a letter to lawmakers late 
Tuesday voicing strong sup-
port for the measure, giving 
it a big boost toward pas-
sage. Addressing worries by 

some Democrats, the letter 
said administration officials 
would act swiftly “to ensure 
that the funds in the bill 
would be disbursed quickly 
and effectively so we can 
begin to address these im-
portant public health chal-
lenges.”

Underscoring the mea-
sure’s bipartisan support, 
the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee’s 
top Democrat, Rep. Frank 
Pallone of New Jersey, said 
he’d vote for the bill, saying 
its provisions would ease 
government approval of 
drugs “without sacrificing 
any safety.”

The measure also con-
tains provisions bolster-
ing federal mental health 
programs, though it pro-
vides little money for those 
changes. It has won strong 
backing from the drug and 
medical device industries.

GOP leaders have trum-
peted the bill as a key 
achievement for the post-
election, Republican-led 
Congress as lawmakers 
prepare for Donald Trump 
to replace President Barack 
Obama in the Oval Office 
on Jan. 20. That loom-
ing transition has greatly 
reduced the leverage of 
Democrats, who would have 
preferred the bill to contain 
more money and greater 
consumer protections.

In two noteworthy wins 
for the White House, the 
bill includes $1.4 billion for 
Obama’s precision medicine 

initiative, aimed at shaping 
treatments and care for peo-
ple based on their genes and 
lifestyles. It has $1.8 billion 
for seeking a cure for cancer, 
a priority for Vice President 
Joe Biden, whose son Beau 
died of the disease last year.

Democrats and consumer 
groups were also upset with 
the streamlining of some 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration processes, including 
making it easier for phar-
maceutical companies to 
win approval for some an-
timicrobial drugs and for 
fresh uses of some existing 
medicines.

Michael Carome, the di-
rector of Public Citizen’s 
Health Research Group, 
said that while he was happy 
for extra research and anti-
drug funds, “For us, the bad 
things are not an acceptable 
trade-off.”

Among those who’ve said 
they oppose the bill are two 
of the Senate’s best-known 
populist figures, Sens. Eliza-
beth Warren, D-Mass., and 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt. They 
say it’s a giveaway to drug 
companies.

In eleventh-hour talks, 
both sides agreed to remove 
language that would have 
exempted companies from 
publicly reporting educa-
tion-related gifts to doctors, 
such as textbooks. Firms 
must reveal many payments 
they give physicians, which 
critics say encourage doc-
tors to prescribe products 
made by those companies.
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