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Lake Michigan College’s Cortez Moore reaches for a rebound against Ancilla’s Dylan Phair during the first half of Friday’s game 
at LMC. Ancilla won, 79-75.

Lake Michigan 
College’s Kelsee 
Kinder pushes 
past Ancilla’s 
Donshae Daniles 
during the first 
half of Friday’s 
game. LMC won, 
65-47.
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St. Joseph’s Brett Tutton swims to a second-place finish during 
the 200-yard individual medley Thursday against Portage North-
ern. St. Joseph won, 112-72.
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Michigan Lutheran’s Mackenzie Zabel passes while under pres-
sure from Mendon’s Alyssa Kramer during Tuesday’s game. 
Michigan Lutheran won, 53-37.
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Serena said. “I really would 
like to take this moment to 
congratulate Venus, she’s 
an amazing person — she’s 
my inspiration.

“There’s no way I would 
be at 23 without her — 
there’s no way I would be 
at one without her. Thank 
you Venus for inspiring 
me to be the best player I 
can be and inspiring me to 
work hard.”

Asked if  it felt awkward 
to be on the receiving end 
of so many losses to her 
sister, the 36-year-old Ve-
nus didn’t flinch.

“No, because I guess 
I’ve been here before,” she 
said. “I really enjoy seeing 
the name Williams on the 
trophy. This is a beautiful 
thing.”

Venus won the last of 
her seven majors in 2008 
at Wimbledon. She didn’t 
make the second week of 
a major for a few years as 
she came to terms with an 
energy-sapping illness af-
ter being diagnosed with 
Sjogren’s syndrome in 
2011. And she only made 
it back to the semifinals 
last year at Wimbledon.

Another shot at a first 
Australian Open title was 
a sign of progress, she said.

“That’s exactly where I 
want to be standing dur-
ing these Grand Slams, is 
on finals day, having an 
opportunity,” she said. 
“That’s the highlight of 
all this, is to be in that mo-
ment.”

Serena Williams, mean-
while, enjoyed the fact 
she made history in Mel-
bourne. 

Only Margaret Court, 
with 24, is in front of 
her in terms of overall 
Grand Slam singles titles, 
although the Australian 
great won 13 of her Grand 
Slams before the Open era 
began in 1968.

“My first Grand Slam 

started here, and getting 
to 23 here, but playing Ve-
nus, it’s stuff that legends 
are made of,” Serena said. 
“I couldn’t have written a 
better story.”

The match didn’t live up 
to its classic billing, with 
nerves and tension causing 
uncharacteristic mistakes 
and unforced errors, with 
four consecutive service 
breaks before Venus finally 
held for a 3-2 lead in the 
first set. That included a 
game when Serena had 
game point but served 
back-to-back double-
faults and three in all to 
give up the break.

There were six service 
breaks in total. Both play-
ers were relatively sub-
dued, except when Serena 
smashed her racket in the 
third game.

After the fourth game, 
however, Serena Wil-
liams didn’t face another 
break point in the 1-hour, 
22-minute match.

“Serena Williams, that’s 
my little sister,” Venus 
said. “I have been right 
there with you. Some of 
them I have lost right there 
against you. It’s been an 
awesome thing, your win 
has always been my win.”

In terms of total years, it 
was the oldest Grand Slam 
women’s final in the Open 
era —the Williams sisters 
combining for 71 years, 11 
months.

Roger Federer will be 
aiming to increase his all-
time men’s record to 18 
when he takes on 14-time 
major winner Rafael Nad-
al on Sunday, completing 
the singles finals lineup of 
all 30-somethings.

Bob and Mike Bryan 
missed out on a doubles 
record, losing the final 7-5, 
7-5 to Henri Kontinen of 
Finland and John Peers of 
Australia.

The third-seeded twins 
were trying to win their 
17th Grand Slam title, 
which would have tied 
them with John New-
combe.

Regardless of how that 
Super Bowl turned out two 
years back, at least Quinn 
has traveled this way twice 
before, including a romp 
over Denver in February 
2014, when his D was too 
much for Peyton Manning 
and the Broncos.

“For a lot of guys, play-
ing in their first divisional 
game a couple weeks ago, 
and playing in their first 
NFC championship game, 
and all those experiences 
are new,” Quinn said. “You 
have to have awareness for 
those. And this experience 
is different, also. I want to 
fully recognize that.

“However, when we do 
get to the game, it’s still go-
ing to be the game. There’s 
a lot of hype that leads up 
to it. There’s more media 
exposure that goes along 
with it. But our process 
of getting ready doesn’t 
change.

“Our intent of how 
we’re going to play doesn’t 
change. The attitude and 
identity that we want to 
play with doesn’t change. 
So those things are going 
to stay really consistent 
and really the same.”

Really consistent and re-
ally the same is what can 
be expected from the other 
side. No team or coaching 
staff is better at planning 
for a specific opponent 
than the Patriots. Belichick, 
defensive coordinator Matt 
Patricia offensive coordi-
nator and Josh McDaniels 
will devise strategies that 
can rob Atlanta of its most 
dangerous options.

If that means shutting 
down All-Pro receiver Ju-
lio Jones, that’s where New 
England will focus. If it 
means neutralizing NFL 
sacks leader Vic Beasley 
Jr., that’s also where the 
Patriots will concentrate 
efforts.

This is old hat for Belich-
ick, in his record seventh 
Super Bowl as head coach 
(he’s 4-2). The spotlight in 
this matchup will glare on 
Quinn, and not just be-
cause he is more person-
able and entertaining.

Just how will he handle 
the biggest challenge of his 
career?

Technically, he’s al-
ready into it. Speaking of 
Brady’s prolific offense 
— yes, Atlanta’s was even 
more prolific in 2016, but 
the season’s final game is 
an entirely different sce-
nario — Quinn was spot-
on.

“Number one, they’re 
difficult to defend,” he 
said. “They use a variety 
of different formations, 
personnel groups. They’ve 
got a huge playbook from 
the pass game into the run 
game, the gap schemes, 
trap schemes and run 
game, quick game. So I 
would say it’s offense that’s 
well-versed. They have dif-
ferent ways to attack you.”

Quinn knows his de-
fense must be doing just 
as much attacking. He 
need look no further back 
than the Patriots’ rout of 
Pittsburgh last Sunday to 
see what happens when a 
team takes the conserva-
tive route.

Fortunately for the Fal-
cons, Quinn, like mentor 
Pete Carroll, is often a 
turn-it-loose coach. Those 
units that helped carry Se-
attle to the top of the NFC 
and to a Lombardi Trophy 
were assertive, relentless 
and, well, downright nasty.

He needs for those traits 
to spill over into this Super 
Bowl.

Quinn also must make 
sure offensive coordinator 
Kyle Shanahan, in what 
appears to be his final 
game with Atlanta before 
taking over as head coach 
in San Francisco, attacks 
from the outset, too. Try-
ing to outsmart the Patri-
ots isn’t the trick to win-
ning. Outplaying them is.

While Quinn assesses 
those challenges, Belich-
ick dryly explains what his 
coaches can use from two 
years ago.

“Yeah, sure, they have 
some of their own charac-
teristics and of course the 
players are different, so 
that makes it different. But 
schematically there is quite 
a bit of carry-over,” Belich-
ick said of Seahawks-Fal-
cons similarities.

“I think just kind of at 
first glance it might be a 
little more pressure from 
Atlanta than Seattle ran, 
but you know, Seattle did 
some of it, too.
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