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OUR TOWN
Got news for ‘Our Town’?

Do you have some news about your hometown that you would like to see in the 
paper? Send it to “Our Town” in care of Features Editor Andy Steinke at The Her-
ald-Palladium, P.O. Box 128, St. Joseph, MI 49085; deliver it to 3450 Hollywood 
Road; fax it to The HP at 429-4398; or send email to focus@TheHP.com. Timely 
news about upcoming events should be received two weeks prior to the events.

IN BRIEF
Relay For Life hosting 
information meeting

ST. JOSEPH — Relay 
For Life of Berrien County 
will host an information 
night from 6-7 p.m. Thurs-
day at Fifth Third Bank, 
830 Pleasant St.

Attendees will learn 
about how the American 
Cancer Society supports 
local residents, and how 
funds raised through Relay 
For Life benefi t the com-
munity.

The event also will in-
clude games, activities and 
a guest speaker – Bertha 
Carson-King, a motivation-
al speaker, cancer survivor 
and co-founder of Strong 
Women of Faith Breast 
Cancer Support Group.

This year’s Relay For Life 
will be June 24 at St. Joseph 
High School.

Clark retirees meeting 
Wednesday morning

BUCHANAN — The 
Clark Salaried Retirees 
Club will meet at 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday at Buchanan 
Area Senior Center, 810 
Rynearson St.

Louis Csokasy, manag-
ing director of the Berrien 
County Road Commission, 
will report on county roads.

For more information, 
call Don Ryman at 695-
6552.

Arts center annual 
meeting rescheduled

SOUTH HAVEN — The 
South Haven Center for 

the Arts, 600 Phoenix St., 
has rescheduled its annual 
meeting for 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day.

The meeting, originally 
scheduled for December, 
was canceled due to bad 
weather.

For more information, 
visit  www.southhavenarts.
org.

Registration open for 
Berrien County Dancers

STEVENSVILLE — 
Registration for the 2017-
18 school year is about to 
begin for Berrien County 
Dancers, a county-wide 
program in which students 
can earn high school credit 
for taking dance classes.

Beginning, Intermediate 
and Advanced Dance 
classes are held during the 
school day at Lakeshore 
High School, 5771 Cleve-
land Ave.

Placement auditions are 
required for enrollment 
in Intermediate and Ad-
vanced Dance.

Advanced auditions 
will be from 3-4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday.

Intermediate auditions 
will be from 3-4:30 p.m. 
Thursday. Students who are 
unable to attend should ask 
for alternate arrangements.

Audition reservations 
are required by contacting 
Artistic Director Theresa 
Graziano at tgraziano@
lpslancer.net. Include the 
student’s name, phone num-
ber and experience level.

Students who plan to 
enroll in Beginning Dance 

can  register through their 
guidance counselor, al-
though an email consul-
tation with Graziano  is 
requested. No prior expe-
rience or audition is neces-
sary.

The curriculum offers 
technique classes in ballet 
and jazz with its emphasis 
focused on modern tech-
nique. Elements of dance 
composition, dance history 
and anatomical alignment 
also are taught.

For more information, 
visit www.BerrienCounty-
Dancers.com.

Buchanan Promise 
holds first info night

BUCHANAN — The 
Buchanan Promise, an 
educational scholarship 
available to graduates of 
Buchanan High School 
starting with the Class of 
2017, will hold an infor-
mation meeting at 6 p.m. 
Thursday in the high school 
auditorium, 401 W. Chi-
cago St.

The meeting is primarily 
for seniors  and their par-
ents or guardians, but any 
current Buchanan family, 
or those interested in resid-
ing in Buchanan and at-
tending Buchanan Schools, 
can attend.

Eligible students will re-
ceive information about 
the scholarship, have their 
questions answered, meet 
with college and communi-
ty representatives, and have 
the chance  to complete a 
scholarship application.

For more informa-

tion, visit www.buchanan
promise.com, or contact 
Michigan Gateway Com-
munity Foundation at 695-
3521.

‘To the Well’ set 
for Tuesday night

ST. JOSEPH — Maud 
Preston Palenske Memorial 
Library, 500 Market St., 
will host “To the Well” at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday.

“To the Well” celebrates 
local artists and artisans. 
Artists discuss their work 
and how it was nourished 
by the library.

Tuesday’s speaker will be 
Peyton Haggerty Brown, 
whose work is on display 
this month at the library.

It’s an instrument zoo 
at Bridgman library

BRIDGMAN — Bridg-
man Public Library, 4460 
Lake St., will host an in-
strument petting zoo at 
4:40 p.m. Jan. 20.

Children in kindergar-
ten through fi fth grade will 
learn about various instru-
ments, being brought by 
The Citadel Dance and 
Music Center, during the 
hands-on program.

For more information, 
call 465-3663.

Purdue Club seeks 
scholarship applicants

For the 18th year, the 
Purdue Club of Southwest 
Michigan is seeking  schol-
arship applicants who are, 
or will be, attending Purdue 

University and are perma-
nent residents of Cass, Ber-
rien or Van Buren counties.

Students must complete 
an application and provide 
an original essay per the ap-
plication instructions.

Applications and essays 
must be received by the 
scholarship committee no 
later than March 1.

Applications are avail-
able online at www.purdue
alumni.org/swmichigan.

For questions or more 
information,  call Glenn 
Youngstedt, scholarship 
chair, at 861-0596.

Library holding 
computer classes

STEVENSVILLE — 
Lincoln Township Pub-
lic Library, 2099 W. John 
Beers Road, is hosting a 
pair of technology classes 
this month.

At 2 p.m. Tuesday, a be-
ginning internet class will 
be open to those 13 and 
older. A limited number of 
laptops will be available for 
use. Participants can bring 
their own.

At 2 p.m. Wednesday 
and Jan. 25, there will be 
a two-part class on Pow-
erPoint. The class is also 
open to those 13 and older. 
Basic computer skills are 
required.

LMC hosting racial 
equality forum

BENTON HARBOR 
— Lake Michigan College, 
2755 E. Napier Ave., will 
host a free forum, “Promot-

ing Racial Equality in Edu-
cation,” from noon-2 p.m. 
Tuesday in Brown Lecture 
Hall.

There will be four panel-
ists, all with expertise in ed-
ucation and race relations: 
Jeffrey Booker, Larry Feld-
man, Rebecca Fudge and 
Gladys Peeples-Burks.

After the panel presenta-
tions there will be oppor-
tunities for questions and 
discussion with those in at-
tendance.

Historical Museum 
explores Galapagos

COLOMA — The North 
Berrien Historical Mu-
seum, 300 Coloma Ave., 
will  explore the tropical 
Galapagos Islands with 
Sarett Nature Center Direc-
tor Dianne Braybrook at 7 
p.m. Tuesday.

Refreshments will follow 
the presentation.

The Galapagos Islands 
contain 15 islands and nu-
merous endemic wildlife 
species. Wildlife highlights 
of the islands include: the 
Galapagos tortoise, Gala-
pagos penguins, marine 
and land iguanas, Darwin 
fi nches, waved albatross, 
fl ightless cormorants and 
blue footed boobies.

Braybrook will  relive 
her adventures of walking, 
snorkeling and “panga” rid-
ing at the travel destination.

No RSVP is required for 
this free program.

For questions, contact 
the museum at 468-3330 
or at kristen@northberrien
history.org.

Tickets available 
for Charity Ball

ST. JOSEPH — Tickets 
are now available for the 
Women’s Service League of 
Berrien County’s 58th an-
nual Charity Ball.

The black-tie optional 
event will be March 18 at 
the Box Factory for the 
Arts, 1101 Broad St.

The event is a long-stand-
ing tradition in Southwest 
Michigan and has helped 
numerous charities, includ-
ing Pennies from Heaven, 
The Alex Mandarino Foun-
dation, The Benton Harbor 
Girls Academy and Sarett 
Nature Center.

This year, all proceeds 
will benefi t Mosaic Chris-
tian Community Develop-
ment Association. Money 
will benefi t its Jobs for Life 
program and aid in its capi-
tal campaign effort.

Mosaic focuses on jobs 
and education. It con-
nects  people to each other 
and resources that foster 
community development, 
while focusing on four key 
values: empowerment, rec-
onciliation, sustainability 

and listening.
The 2017 Charity Ball 

event will begin at 6 p.m. 
with cocktails and tours of 
the Box Factory. The eve-
ning will continue with a 
raffl e, progressive dinner at 
7 p.m. featuring local cui-
sine, and dancing that will 
last until 11 p.m.

Tickets cost $75 per 
person, and can be pur-
chased by contacting Mary 
LoPresti at mmlopresti@
yahoo.com or by sending 
a check (and the names of 
guests) to Women’s Service 
League, c/o Mary LoPresti, 
P.O. Box 871, St. Joseph, 
MI 49085.

Women’s Service League, 
founded in 1931, is a non-
profi t organization com-
prised of 55 active mem-
bers and more than  100 
life members committed 
to promoting volunteerism 
and improving the commu-
nity through positive action 
and leadership.

For more information, 
visit www.womensservice
league.org.

Scholarships available 
through GreenStone

EAST LANSING — 
GreenStone Farm Credit 
Services is accepting appli-
cations through Feb. 27 for 
its scholarship program.

The cooperative once 
again will award up to 
$40,000 to incoming college 
freshmen pursuing a degree 
in an agriculture-related 
fi eld. Students attending a 
four-year college can earn 
a $2,000 scholarship, while 
$1,000 awards will go to se-
lected students attending a 
two-year college.

To qualify, applicants 
must reside within the asso-
ciation’s territory, which in-
cludes Michigan; must be a 
full-time high school gradu-
ating senior; have at least a 
3.0 GPA; and plan to study 
an agriculture-related fi eld. 
Applicants should dem-
onstrate participation and 
leadership in school, com-

munity and agricultural ac-
tivities.

Complete scholar-
ship details are available 
online at bit.ly/17Green
StoneScholarship. Applica-
tions must be postmarked 
by Feb. 27, and arrive at 
GreenStone’s corporate of-
fi ce no later than March 6.

Disbursements will be 
made after GreenStone re-
ceives a transcript identify-
ing a successful completion 
of the fi rst semester.

For more info, visit www.
greenstonefcs.com/member
benefi ts/Pages/Scholarships
CommunitySupport.aspx.

Since 2010, GreenStone 
has awarded $140,000 in 
scholarships to undergrad-
uate students who plan to 
make agriculture their fu-
ture, according to Green-
Stone President and CEO 
Dave Armstrong.
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Damage controlman fireman Julianna Gildea of South Haven takes a reading from a high-pressure air compressor aboard 
the guided-missile destroyer USS Porter earlier this month. Porter, forward-deployed to Rota, Spain, is conducting naval 
operations in support of U.S. security interests in Europe.

ABOARD THE USS PORTER

10 words to make you sound smarter

Stuck fi ling paperwork 
in the offi ce? Tell your boss 
you don’t want any more 
stultifying work while day-
dreaming about your bu-
colic vacation.

While Wayne State Uni-
versity scholars aren’t rec-
ommending you tell your 
boss off, or pass the hours 
daydreaming, they are rec-
ommending that you ex-
pand your vocabulary and 
start using some words 
you’ve either never known 
or forgotten about.

The Wayne State Word 
Warriors recently released 
its ninth annual list of 
words worthy of returning 
to regular use.

“The English language 
has perhaps more words in 
its lexicon than any other,” 
said Jerry Herron, dean of 
WSU’s Irvin D. Reid Hon-

ors College and a member 
of the Word Warriors edi-
torial board. “By making 
use of the repertoire avail-
able to us, we expand our 
ability to communicate 
clearly and help make our 
world a more interesting 
place. Bringing these words 
back into everyday conver-
sation is just another way 
of broadening our hori-
zons.”

Here’s the words they rec-
ommend you start using:

Acedia
Spiritual or mental sloth; 

apathy.
When she broke up with 

him, he fell into a state of 
acedia and didn’t leave the 
apartment for two months.

Anfractuous
Indirect and containing 

bends, turns or winds; circu-
itous.

The road used to reach 
the castle was anfractuous.

Blithering
Senselessly talkative, 

babbling; used chiefl y as an 

intensive to express annoy-
ance or contempt.

His Facebook posts were 
the confused ramblings of 
a blithering fool.

Bombinate
Buzz; hum.
A fl y bombinated in the 

corner of the sun porch, 
making it hard for Tom to 
relax.

Bucolic
Of or relating to the 

pleasant aspects of the 
countryside and country life.

Sitting on the subway, 
surrounded by angry city 
folk, Jack felt a twinge 
of longing for his bucolic 
childhood on the farm.

Effulgent
1. Shining brightly; radi-

ant. 2. (Of a person or their 
expression) emanating joy 
or goodness.

Her beauty was en-
hanced by her effulgent 
personality.

Gauche
Lacking ease or grace; 

unsophisticated and socially 
awkward.

His gauche demeanor 
made Tom stand out like a 
sore thumb in the crowd of 
New York socialites.

Guttle
To eat or drink greedily 

and noisily.
As the man across from 

her guttled his meal, Sabri-
na knew the blind date had 
been a mistake.

Mugwump
A person who remains 

aloof or independent, espe-
cially from party politics.

Ever the mugwump, 
John refused to take a side 
in the partisan bickering 
that divided his work-
place.

Stultify
Cause to lose enthusiasm 

and initiative, especially as 
a result of a tedious or re-
strictive routine.

The stultifying fi le work 
robbed the young intern of 
the joy she’d shown on the 
fi rst day.

By DAVID JESSE
Detroit Free Press

Wayne State University 
offers words that should 
return to regular usage


