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Brazen at the stoop

BENTON HARBOR — A 
Bainbridge Township couple is 
hoping a home surveillance vid-
eo will help lead to the arrest of 

someone who stole a package from 
their front steps.

In the video footage, a person 
is seen in plain sight and in broad 
daylight pulling up to a house, get-
ting out of a car, walking quickly 
toward a house, snatching a pack-
age off the porch and running 
back to the car.

It happened Dec. 8 at a house in 
the 8700 block of East Napier Av-

enue, but Eric and Alicia Teunis-
sen only recently discovered the 
theft.

Eric Teunissen said in a phone 
interview he looked at surveil-
lance video after his wife said an 
expected package had not arrived. 
He said the package contained 
curtains his wife had ordered and 
paid for.

Teunissen said perhaps the most 

shocking part about the incident 
is that it happened while he was 
home. He said based on the time 
and date, he was home but asleep.

The Teunissens filed a po-
lice report with the Berrien 
County Sheriff ’s Department. 
They described the thief ’s car 
as possibly a white, four-door, 

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Thief swipes parcel off 
Bainbridge Twp. porch

Marcellus 
teen 
represents 
Heart of 
Blossomtime

ST. JOSEPH — Allison 
Ives  of Marcellus  will rep-
resent her community in the 
Blossomtime Festival as the 
2017 Miss Heart of Blos-
somtime.

She gained the crown be-
fore a full house Saturday at 
the St. Joseph High School 
auditorium.

The Miss Heart Pageant 
originated in 1992 to of-
fer young women in com-
munities that do not host 
a hometown pageant the 
opportunity to compete 
for the Miss Blossomtime 
title. Some 
of these com-
munities are 
Allegan, De-
catur, Dowa-
giac, Covert, 
F e n n v i l l e , 
L a w t o n , 
M at t awa n , 
M a r c e l l u s, 
Three Riv-
ers, Vicks-
burg and 
surrounding 
communities 
in Southwest 
Michigan.

Allison is 
a senior at 
Three Riv-
ers High 
School, and 
the daugh-
ter of Alan 
and Teresa 
Ives. Upon 
graduation, 
she plans on 
a t t e n d i n g 
M i c h i g a n 
State Univer-
sity to earn a 
dual degree 
in animal sci-
ence and po-
litical science. 
She is a mem-
ber of Na-
tional Honor 
Society, Ran-
dom Acts 
of Kindness 
Club, Fash-
ion Club, Sci-
ence Olympi-
ad Team, has 
earned state 
titles and na-
tional rank-
ing in public 
speaking in-
dividual dem-
o n s t r a t i o n 
and horse 
judging, teen 
leader for 
Cass County 4-H, and pres-
ident of her 4-H Club.

The  fi rst runner-up is 
Madelyn MacMillan of Co-
vert. She attends Hartford 
High School. After gradu-
ation, she plans to attend 
college to double major in 
early childhood and sec-
ondary English education. 
Madelyn is the daughter 
of Joseph and Casey Mac-
Millan. Madelyn is a mem-
ber of the National Honor 
Society, Student Council, 
theater, Model United Na-
tions, sideline cheer, com-
petitive cheer, and track 
and fi eld.

Second Runner-Up and 
Miss Heart Congeniality 
Katlynn Madden is from 
Decatur. She is a junior at 
Paw Paw High School. She 
plans to receive her cos-
metology license, attend 
Montclair State University, 
and one day become a spe-
cial effect makeup artist. 
Katlynn is a member of the 
Key Club, SADD, Soccer, 
Student Council, Perform-
ing Arts Center make-up 
crew, and earned MVP for 
her indoor soccer club.

Representing Mr. Heart 
of Blossomtime will be 
T.J. Conklin  of  Marcellus. 
The son of Jeff and Susan 
Conklin attends Decatur 
High School and wants to 
own and operate a cattle 
ranch, raising purebred An-
gus, and is now working on 
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Trustees approve women’s health center

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— InterCare Community 
Health Network will have 
another freestanding med-
ical clinic built alongside 
its Benton Township loca-
tion in 2017.

Township trustees ap-
proved site plans for a 
women’s health center 
during Tuesday’s board 

meeting, which will be 
built next to Intercare’s 
Benton Harbor Health 
Center at 800 M-139.

Tracy Ezell, senior ar-
chitect and project man-
ager with Byce & Associ-
ates, said the proposed 
building would be directly 
north of  the existing 800 
M-139 clinic. The town-
ship assigned an address 
of  796 M-139 to the future 
building.

The network received 
notifi cation this year it 
was a recipient of  a $1 
million federal grant from 
the Affordable Care Act’s 
Community Health Cen-
ter Fund. This led to plans 

for the women’s health 
clinic.

The 1.5-acre prop-
erty will make way for a 
9,500-square-foot wom-
en’s health clinic, which 
InterCare will use for pre-
natal care and other ser-
vices.

Ezell told trustees it was 
a long-term goal to use the 
land north of  the clinic.

“Shortly after the first 
clinic was built, Lake-
land Health transferred 
most of  their women’s 
health care for prenatal 
care to the InterCare or-
ganization,” Ezell said 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

InterCare to open 
neighboring clinic 
in Benton Twp.

Don Campbell / HP staff

The InterCare Community Health Network in Benton Town-
ship  is pictured Wednesday. The land directly north of the 
property is expected to be the new home of women’s health 
care clinic.

LMC sets Financial Aid Fridays in coming year 
BENTON TOWN-

SHIP  —  Prospective col-
lege students can get free 
help applying for fi nancial 
aid and scholarships dur-
ing weekly Financial Aid 
Fridays offered at Lake 
Michigan College’s Benton 
Township, Niles and South 
Haven campuses, LMC an-
nounced.

Sessions will be 2-4 p.m., 
Jan. 6-March 24, though 
there is no session Jan. 13.

Students will learn about 

scholarship opportunities 
and receive help  complet-
ing the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAF-
SA). The FAFSA is used 
by the U.S. Department of 
Education to determine the 
amount of grants, loans 
and other forms of fi nan-
cial aid a student can re-
ceive.

“Applying for fi nancial 
aid can be a daunting task 
for students and families, 
but LMC is here to help 

applicants accurately com-
plete the process on the 
fi rst try and maximize their 
chances of getting as much 
help as possible paying for 
college,” said Doug Schaf-
fer, LMC vice president of 
Student Services.

Attendees should know 
their Social Security or 
Alien Registration num-
ber, their driver’s license 
number if  applicable and 
their FSA ID if they pre-
viously created an account 

at fafsa.gov. Applicants 
should bring their personal 
2015 federal tax returns or 
IRS W-2 information if  no 
2015 return was fi led. Ap-
plicants who are married 
or might be considered de-
pendents should also bring 
their spouses’ or parents’ 
information.

LMC students received 
almost $9.21 million in fed-
eral aid during the 2015-16 
academic year. In addition 
to federal aid, the Lake 

Michigan College Foun-
dation offered more than 
$600,000 in scholarships 
for the 2106-17 academic 
year through private and 
publicly funded donations.

LMC’s Benton Town-
ship campus is at 2755 East 
Napier Ave. The Niles cam-
pus is at 1905 Foundation 
Drive and the South Haven 
Campus is at 125 Veter-
ans Blvd. Family members 

BAINBRIDGE TWP.

BENTON TWP.

ABOVE: Benton Harbor Mayor Marcus Muhammad helps distribute frozen tur-
keys Thursday at the Southwest Michigan Community Action Agency ware-
house in Benton Harbor. The second annual Holiday Food Sharing Program, 
sponsored by the city of Benton Harbor, the PGA of America and Whirlpool 

Corp., distributed 400 turkeys and food boxes to residents in need of assis-
tance.

RIGHT: Hundreds of cars line up to collect turkeys and food boxes Thursday 
at the Southwest Michigan Community Action Agency warehouse in Benton 

Harbor. The second-annual Holiday Food Sharing Program, sponsored by the 
city of Benton Harbor, the PGA of America and Whirlpool Corp., distributed 

400 turkeys and food boxes to residents in need of assistance. 
Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff
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Honda Accord with what 
appears to be two stick-
ers on the back trunk. 
The thief  appears to be a 
white female.

Anyone with information 

is asked to call the Berrien 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment at 983-7141.

Teunissen said Thursday 
police are following up on 
tips they’ve received and 
may be close to making an 
arrest. 

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa
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STOOP
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becoming a firefighter like both his father 
and grandfather. T.J. is involved with the 
Drama Club, varsity wrestling, varsity 
football, president of his 4-H group, re-
ceived varsity letters in band, football 
and wrestling, and is active in 4-H.

Also competing for the title of Miss 
Teen Blossomtime that evening were 12 
contestants ranging in ages from 13 to 
15.

Crowned Miss Teen Blossomtime 
2017 was Alessandra Wilson. She is a 
sophomore at Lakeshore High School 
and the daughter of Don and Kerry 
Wilson. Her first runner-up is Raelyn 

DeGroff of Paw Paw. She is the daugh-
ter of Jim and Nikki DeGroff.

Second runner-up is Madisen 
Kozminski of  Stevensville. She is an 
eighth grader at Lakeshore Middle 
School and the daughter of  Ken and 
Dayna Kozminski. Miss Teen Congeni-
ality is Isabella Parker. She is an eighth 
grader at Lakeshore Middle School 
and the daughter of  Neil and Melissa 
Parker.

Tying into the 2017 Festival theme “If 
it starts with ‘B,’  it must be Blossom-
time,” the pageant theme was “Bangles, 
Walk Like an Egyptian.” The chair-
woman  of Miss Heart and Miss Teen 
Blossomtime is DeAnn Zindler. Adam 
Smego and Gianna Abdelnour  hosted 
the pageant.

BLOSSOMTIME
From page A3

Tuesday. “Those services 
are currently housed in 
the original clinic, which 
was built for overall gen-
eral health care. That 
function will be removed 
from the original Inter-
Care facility and moved 
next door.”

The proposed health 
center would be next to the 
original InterCare clinic, 
but would not be physi-
cally connected.

According to meeting 
minutes from the town-
ship’s planning commis-
sion, InterCare officials 
anticipate moving most of 
the staff  from the existing 
clinic to the new building. 
A few additional employ-
ees may be needed.

The revised site plan 
shows 45 new parking 
spaces with some of  the 
overflow parking to be 
provided by the InterCare 
clinic to the south.

“It’s going to be a shared 
entry drive,” Ezell said. 
“When the original project 
was completed, this drive 
was planned to service 
any future project. There 
are provisions for over-
flow parking, which would 
be handled by the main 
site. It’s a campus plan of 
sorts.”

A number of  patients 

will be using public trans-
portation, also reducing 
the need for additional 
spaces. The site proposes to 
provide an area for storm-
water management – the 
northeast part of  the par-
cel – under Berrien County 
Drain Commission review 
and permits.

Ezell said the extra space 
in the existing clinic, which 
was built in 2011, will al-
low them to systematically 
renovate space as needed 
of  the new model of  health 
care and plan for growth at 
the main clinic.

“I’d like to thank you 
for your proactive runoff 
plans that you have and in-
tegrated into your parking 
areas,” said Treasurer Deb-
bie Boothby at Tuesday’s 
meeting. “That has been 
noticed and mentioned 
throughout the commu-
nity.”

InterCare Commu-
nity Health Network an-
nounced plans in 2009 to 
move its Benton Harbor 
clinics from the former 
Mercy Center to a consoli-
dated clinic to be built a 
few blocks away at the cor-
ner of  M-139 and Empire 
Avenue.

InterCare’s West Michi-
gan network, based Ban-
gor, serves more than 
50,000 low-income patients 
each year.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

HEALTH
From page A3

are welcome to attend the 
workshops along with their 
students. Attendees can 
stop at each campus wel-
come desk or main office 
for specific workshop loca-
tions.

More information about 
financial aid is available 
at lakemichigancollege.
edu/finaid or by contact-
ing LMC’s Financial 
Aid office at finaid@lake 
michigancollege.edu or 
927-8112. 

LMC
From page A3

Stocks slide again as retailers 
and tech companies slip

NEW YORK — Retail-
ers took losses Thursday 
and pulled U.S. stocks low-
er in another day of mild 
trading before the holidays.

Bed Bath & Beyond was 
pummeled after the home 
goods retailer reported 
weak results, and inves-
tors also dumped compa-
nies like Target, Staples 
and Dollar Tree. Chinese 
e-commerce company Ali-
baba fell after it was sanc-
tioned by the U.S. govern-
ment, while companies 
linked to investor Carl 
Icahn climbed after the 
billionaire was named as a 
future adviser to President-
elect Donald Trump.

Quincy Krosby, a mar-
kets strategist for Pruden-
tial Financial, said inves-
tors were concerned about 
the weak earnings for Bed 
Bath & Beyond and about 
the jump in interest rates 
since the election.

“When you have inter-
est rates rising, at least ini-
tially, it tends to take a little 
bit from the discretionary 
(companies) because credit 
card payments move high-
er,” she said.

The Dow Jones indus-
trial average shed 23.08 
points, or 0.1 percent, to 
19,918.88. The Standard 
& Poor’s 500 index lost 
4.22 points, or 0.2 percent, 
to 2,260.96. The Nasdaq 
composite dipped 24.01 
points, or 0.4 percent, to 
5,447.42. The Russell 2000 
index of small-company 
stocks sank 12.53 points, 
or 0.9 percent, to 1,362.66.

With the year-end holi-
days approaching, trading 
remained light.

A second day of losses 
pulled the Dow further 
from the 20,000 mark. 
It first reached 19,000 a 
month ago.

After it reported a far 
smaller profit and weaker 
sales than analysts expect-
ed, Bed Bath & Beyond 
dropped $4.18, or 9.2 per-
cent, to $41.38. That wiped 
out most of the gains the 
company has made during 
the post-election rally. The 
SPDR S& P 500 retail ETF 
lost 3.5 percent.

Alibaba fell after the 
U.S. government put 
the Chinese e-commerce 
company back on a list 
of marketplaces that sell 
large amounts of counter-
feit goods and is slow to 
respond when companies 
complain about knockoffs. 
Chinese regulators have 
made similar criticisms. 
Alibaba’s U.S.-listed stock 
lost $2.45, or 2.7 percent, 
to $86.80.

Several companies linked 
to Carl Icahn surged after 
the billionaire investor 
was named as an adviser 
to Trump on regulatory 
reform issues. Icahn says 
he wants to cut business 
regulations. He is close to 
Trump and advised him 
during the presidential 
campaign, and that’s given 
some of his companies a 
large boost.

Icahn Enterprises rose 
$4.38, or 7.6 percent, to 
$62.30 and refining com-
pany CVR Energy added 
$2.25, or 10.5 percent, to 
$23.69. Icahn owns 82 per-
cent of the voting power in 
CVR Energy. Icahn Enter-
prises has climbed 30 per-
cent since the presidential 
election, and CVR Energy 
has climbed 85 percent.

Open-source software 
company Red Hat sank 
after it reported disap-
pointing revenue in the 
third quarter. Its fourth-
quarter sales projections 
were also lower than ana-
lysts expected. Red Hat 
lost $11.08, or 13.9 per-
cent, to $68.71, its biggest 
one-day loss in 10 years. 
Other technology com-
panies like Facebook and 
Yahoo also fell.

Teva Pharmaceutical In-

dustries, the world’s largest 
generic drug maker, rose 
after it agreed to settle an 
investigation into possible 
bribes paid to foreign gov-
ernments. The Israeli com-
pany will pay $519 million 
and its Russian business 
will plead guilty to crimi-
nal charges. The inquiry 
also involved Teva’s busi-
nesses in Ukraine and 
Mexico. Teva said it re-
placed the leadership of its 
Russian division after the 
investigation began.

The stock added 54 
cents, or 1.5 percent, to 
$36.91. Teva said in Octo-
ber that it was setting aside 
$520 million for a possible 
settlement, and investors 
are often pleased when 
companies settle investiga-
tions because the deals re-
move uncertainty and help 
the companies put their 
problems behind them.

Chocolate maker Her-
shey rose after it named 
Michele Buck as its next 
president and CEO. She is 
currently Hershey’s chief  
operating officer. Hershey 
stock added $1.27, or 1.2 
percent, to $104.44.

Benchmark U.S. crude 
gained 46 cents to $52.95 
a barrel in New York and 
Brent crude, the interna-

tional standard, rose 59 
cents, or 1.1 percent, to 
$55.05 a barrel in London. 
That sent energy compa-
nies higher.

In other energy trad-
ing, wholesale gasoline re-
mained at $1.60 a gallon. 
Heating oil added 2 cents 
to $1.66 a gallon. Natu-
ral gas stayed at $3.54 per 
1,000 cubic feet.

Bond prices fell. The 
yield on the 10-year Trea-
sury note climbed to 2.55 
percent from 2.54 percent.

Gold fell $2.50 to 
$1,130.70 an ounce and 
continued to trade around 
its lowest price since the be-
ginning of February. Silver 
lost 11 cents to $15.87 an 
ounce. Copper held steady 
at $2.50 a pound.

The dollar inched up to 
117.60 yen from 117.54 
yen. The euro rose to 
$1.0433 from $1.0427.

Stocks in Europe were 
also quiet. The DAX in 
Germany lost 0.1 per-
cent and Britain’s FTSE 
100 added 0.3 percent. In 
France, the CAC-40 was 
little changed. Japan’s Nik-
kei 225 index edged 0.1 per-
cent lower and the Hang 
Seng in Hong Kong lost 0.8 
percent. The South Korean 
Kospi fell 0.1 percent.

By MARLEY JAY 
AP Markets Writer

Mark Lennihan / AP

Stock trader Luke Scanlon works at the New York Stock Exchange on Thursday in New York. U.S. 
stocks are lower Thursday morning as health care companies take more losses.

IN BRIEF
BH City Commission 
announces retreat

BENTON HARBOR 
— Benton Harbor city 
commissioners will hold a 
retreat at 6 p.m. Dec. 28 at 
City Hall, 200 E. Wall St., 
Benton Harbor.

Comments sought for 
HUD report

BENTON HARBOR 
— Benton Harbor’s 2015 
Consolidated Plan Annual 
Performance Evaluation Re-
port (CAPER) is available 
for review and comment 

through 5 p.m. Dec. 31.
The report is required 

for the city’s Community 
Development Block Grant 
Citizen Participation Plan. 
It will be submitted to the 
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment.

CAPER is available for 
review during normal busi-
ness hours at:
• Office of the City 

Clerk, 200 E. Wall St., Ben-
ton Harbor.
• Benton Harbor Li-

brary, 213 E. Wall St., Ben-
ton Harbor.
• Benton Harbor Depart-

ment of Community and 
Economic Development, 200 
E. Wall St., Benton Harbor.

Written comments can 
be emailed to comment@
cityofbentonharbormi.
gov or mailed to the Ben-
ton Harbr Department of 
Community and Economic 
Development at the ad-
dress above.

For information, call 
927-8420.

New Products case to 
continue in January

ST. JOSEPH — The court 
case over who owns a strip 

of land at the 18th hole at 
The Golf Club at Harbor 
Shores in Benton Harbor 
will continue at 9:15 a.m. 
Jan. 5 in the Berrien County 
Courthouse in St. Joseph.

New Products Corp. in 
Benton Harbor sued Har-
bor Shores in September 
2011, stating that the com-
pany owns almost 3 acres 
between Klock Road and 
the Paw Paw River that the 
hole is on.

New Products’ attorney 
rested his case Dec. 9 after 
more than four days of tes-
timony in Judge John Do-
nahue’s courtroom.


