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King’s inspiration still burns bright
BENTON TOWNSHIP 

— A South Haven pastor 
who marched twice with 
Martin Luther King Jr. was 
the recipient Monday of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Di-
versity Award during Lake 
Michigan College’s 22nd 
annual celebration honor-
ing the late civil rights icon.

“I never received anything 
like this award,” said Pastor 
Aaron Cobbs of  Spiritual 
Church of Christ in South 
Haven, on Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day. 
“Didn’t know 
what to say, 
but I’m here. 
And I’m just 
so grateful to 
receive this, 
and I hope I 
can live up to 
it, the expectations.”

LMC President Emeri-
tus Robert Harrison said 
Cobbs was chosen because 
he was the inspiration be-
hind the Seed of Hope 
Scholarship, which was cre-
ated by residents in South 
Haven.

“His goal was to fund 
the education of children 
in Ward 1, an area that 
has been underserved in 
the past,” Harrison said. 
“According to Rev. Cobbs, 
many kids don’t think much 
about education and see no 
hope to get out of poverty.”

Cobbs said his favorite 
speech by King was “Re-
maining Awake Through a 
Great Revolution.”

“One line he said in that 
speech is that we are all tied 
together in one garment of 
destiny,” he said. “We all 
need one another.”

More than 400 people 
attended the celebration, 
where presenters spoke on 
the theme, “Moving For-
ward,” inspired by the King 
quote, “If you can’t fly then 
run, if you can’t run then 
walk, if you can’t walk then 
crawl, but whatever you do, 
you have to keep moving 
forward.”

U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, 
R-St. Joseph, said South-
west Michigan needs to 
move forward into 2017 by 
helping each other.

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Students from the All God’s Children Community Choir Teen 
Ensemble perform Monday during the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Community Breakfast in the Mendal Center of Lake Michigan 
College in Benton Township.

SH OKs library ballot measure 
in May to pay for expansion

SOUTH HAVEN — 
South Haven Memorial 
Library’s plans for reno-
vating and expanding its 
facility are coming closer 
to reality, but it will take 
a vote of  the public to de-
termine whether the plans 
will reach fruition.

South Haven City 
Council members on 
Monday unanimously 
passed a resolution to al-
low the library to place a 
.25 millage proposal for 
40 years on the May bal-
lot. The resolution follows 
on the heels of  a similar 
motion unanimously ap-
proved by South Haven 
Township Board, Jan. 11.

If  voters approve the 
millage it will fund a $2.3 
million project to expand 
and modernize the library 

at 314 Broadway St.
“The current library 

facilities have served the 
community faithfully for 
going on 60 years, with 
the last major renovation 
project taking place in 
1989,” said Library Direc-
tor Jim France. “As time 
has passed deficiencies in 
the current building have 
become apparent, and 
in seeking to continue 
to serve the community 
to the best of  our ability 
we are requesting help in 
making needed improve-
ments and updates.”

Improvements would 
include making the en-
trance to the library 
handicap accessible, up-
grading the heating and 
cooling systems, updat-
ing the electrical system, 
insulating exterior walls, 
installing energy efficient 
lighting, updating public 
restrooms, installing new 
carpeting and furniture, 
expanding the space for 
community events and li-
brary programs, expand-
ing the space for book 

collections and computer 
usage, expanding storage 
space and making better 
use of  office space by li-
brary staff.

Library staff  has been 
working with the library’s 
board of  directors for the 
past several years to fi-
nalize a plan for improv-
ing and expanding the 
library, according to City 
Manager Brian Dissette.

The library district in-
cludes the city of  South 
Haven and South Haven 
Township, which is why 
voters in both munici-
palities are being asked 
to vote on the proposed 
millage. The millage 
would generate about 
$114,000 in the first year, 
if  approved.

The library is 11,000 
square feet. Plans call for 
expanding the front por-
tion by 1,150 square feet, 
and the back portion by 
950 square feet, creating a 
total of  2,100 square feet 
of  additional space.

By BECKY KARK
For The Herald-Palladium

City, township 
want .25 millage 
over 40 years

Honor Credit  
Union close to  
completing merger

BERRIEN  SPRINGS — 
Pending regulatory ap-
proval, Honor Credit 
Union secured its merger 
with a Battle Creek-based 
financial institution.

Battle Creek Area Com-
munity Federal Credit 
Union, which announced 
its plans to merge with 
HCU in November, saw 
its members vote favor-
ably last week to obtain 
its member interest in the 
merger.

Members submitted 
their votes through paper 
ballets sent by mail or in 
person at the BCACFCU 
Battle Creek branch loca-
tion on Jan. 11.

“Our members’ suc-
cess is our success and it 
means a lot knowing that 
the BCACFCU members 
support this partnership,” 
Liz Amundson, CEO of 
BCACFCU, said in a 
news release. “The impact 
that we will be able to 
bring to the Battle Creek 
community through com-
bining resources with 
Honor Credit Union is 
exciting and something 
that I know BCACFCU 
members are looking for-
ward to.”

BCACFCU’s total as-
sets are nearly $19 million 
with a membership of 
about 2,500. HCU’s total 
assets are more than $706 
million with a member-
ship of  about 63,000.

In Berrien County, 
HCU has six locations, 
including Benton Harbor, 
Berrien Springs, Coloma, 
Niles, St. Joseph and Ste-
vensville. The lone branch 
in Battle Creek is expect-
ed to become an Honor 
Credit Union location.

The member vote was 
preceded by a December 
question and answer  ses-
sion at the BCACFCU 
branch at 240 North 
Helmer Road in Battle 
Creek.

HCU is no stranger to 
mergers.

In 2014, HCU merged 
with SIR Federal Credit 
Union, which previously 
served residents in the 
Negaunee, Marquette and 
Gwinn areas in the Upper 
Peninsula. Allegis Credit 
Union, previously based 
in Kalamazoo, also joined 
HCU in 2012.

This is among a few big 
moves HCU has made in 
2016.

Honor recently opened 
its new operations cen-
ter in Berrien Springs 
and broke ground a few 
months ago on a new 
St. Joseph branch along 
Niles Avenue.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Don Campbell / HP file photo

After opening its new Operations Center in Berrien Springs last 
year, Honor Credit Union is now close to completing its third 
merger in five years.

LMC to hold 
president 
interviews 
this week

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The public is invited to 
attend interview sessions 
this week for the three fi-
nalists to become the next 
president of  Lake Michi-
gan College. The sessions 
will take place at 5:30 p.m. 
for these individuals: 
• Rebekah S. Woods: 

Wednesday, Mendel Cen-
ter North Training Room.
• Jon D. Mandrell: 

Thursday, Mendel Center 
North Training Room.
• Trevor A. Kubatzke: 

Friday, Mendel Center 
South Seminar Room, 
third floor.

Kubatzke is vice presi-
dent of  Student Services 
at Milwaukee Area Tech-
nical College in Milwau-
kee. Mandrell is vice pres-
ident of  Academics and 

John Matuszak / HP Staff

Participants in the “Love Overpass: Southwest Michigan Tour” brave rain and wind from the Napier Avenue overpass at 
I-94 on Monday, to share their message of tolerance. The event was sponsored by CARES (Community AIDS Resources and 
Educational Services) which has offices in Benton Harbor and Kalamazoo. Volunteers plan to be at an overpass from 5-6 
p.m. in Kalamazoo today; in Battle Creek on Wednesday and in Grand Rapids on Thursday.

LOVE OVERPASS 

Battle Creek  
credit union gets 
member approval

South Haven pastor receives Diversity Award; Upton cites example set by John Lewis

By HP STAFF
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See MLK, page A8
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EXPLORE. NETWORK. ATTEND.
Join us for our Kinexus Career Event
5-7 PM on February 8, 2017
499 West Main Street in Benton Harbor
Contact HR@Kinexus.org for more information

LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? WE’RE HIRING!
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .30º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .17º
Record High . . . . . . 60º in 1949
Record Low . . . . . .-17º in 1994
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.06"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.85"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.27"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 1.85"
Normal year to date . . . . . 1.27"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:09 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:42 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 11:36 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:15 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see cloudy skies 
with a 50% chance of rain, high 
temperature of 44º, humidity 
of 87%. South wind 10 mph. 
Expect cloudy skies tonight 
with a 30% chance of rain and 
snow, overnight low of 33º. 
West wind 10 mph.

Today, SSE wind 10 to 15 kt becoming W in the afternoon. Rain 
likely, mainly before noon. Patchy fog before 9am. Waves 2 to 3 ft. 
Water temperature 38 degrees.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Wednesday

Partly Cloudy
41º / 33º

Thursday

Mostly Sunny
44º / 36º

Friday

Mostly Cloudy
48º / 40º

Saturday

Mostly Cloudy
53º / 40º

Today

Scat'd Rain
44º

Tonight

Rain/Snow
33º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with isolated rain and 
snow, highs in the 30s. Northeast wind 5 mph. Expect partly cloudy 
skies Wednesday with highs in the 30s. East wind 5 to 10 mph.

Today, skies will be cloudy with scattered rain, highs in the 30s and 
40s. East southeast wind 5 to 8 mph. Wednesday we will see partly 
cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain and snow.

Which type of thunderstorm 
is considered to be most 
dangerous? ?

Answer: Supercell.

Last
1/19

New
1/27

First
2/3

Full
2/10

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 50
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Jan. 17, 2017
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

Music  students at St. Joseph 
High School got to play with the 
pros on Thursday.

Jazz drummer Billy Hart, gui-
tarist Ron Getz, saxophonist 
Bill Sears, bassist Thomas Knif-
ic and saxophonist Trent Kynas-
ton, joined the high school’s 
student Jazz Ensemble and con-
ductor Steve Reed in the Super 
Bowl of Jazz III Thursday night 
in the high school’s auditorium.

The professionals convened at 
the high school at about 2 p.m. 
Thursday and practiced songs 
with the students that they 
would perform during the con-
cert.

35 years ago – 1982
The Eighth-Grade Chorale 

of South Haven Junior High 

School has been named the 
only junior high vocal group in 
Michigan to be selected by the 
Michigan School Vocal Asso-
ciation to perform at the 37th 
annual Midwestern Conference 
on School Vocal and Instrumen-
tal Music Friday, Jan. 22, at the 
University of Michigan. They 
chorale is under the direction of 
John Bright with David Bright 
as accompanist.

50 years ago – 1967
James Polashak of the Colo-

ma Jaycees has been nominated 
for the Ten Outstanding Young 
Men in America award and has 
left for Jekyll Island, Ga., where 
he will compete for the award 
with other Jaycees from across 
the country. He is employed 
at the Twin Cities Container 
Corp., in Coloma.

Today is Tuesday, Jan. 17, the 
17th day of 2017. There are 348 
days left in the year.

Highlight in History:
On Jan. 17, 1917, Denmark 

ceded the Virgin Islands to the 
United States for $25 million.

On this date:
In 1929, the cartoon charac-

ter Popeye the Sailor made his 
debut in the “Thimble Theatre” 
comic strip.

In 1946, the United Nations 
Security Council held its first 
meeting, in London.

In 1950, the Great Brink’s Rob-
bery took place as seven masked 
men held up a Brink’s garage in 
Boston, stealing $1.2 million in 
cash and $1.5 million in checks 

and money orders. (Although the 
entire gang was caught, only part 
of the loot was recovered.)

In 1961, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower delivered his fare-
well address in which he warned 
against “the acquisition of un-
warranted influence, whether 
sought or unsought, by the mil-
itary-industrial complex.”

In 1966, The Simon & Gar-
funkel album “Sounds of Si-
lence” was released by Columbia 
Records.

In 1977, convicted murderer 
Gary Gilmore, 36, was shot by a 
firing squad at Utah State Prison 
in the first U.S. execution in a de-
cade.

In 1997, a court in Ireland 
granted the first divorce in the Ro-
man Catholic country’s history.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

He said it  is going to be a year 
of great change, but also of great 
adversity and challenges.

“But, the bottom line is, I hope 
it will be a year of opportunity as 
well,” Upton said. “We’re going to 
have to lean on our neighbors, our 
friends, our family, our churches, 
our institutions. We cannot let the 
divisiveness of the national scene 
hold us back. Now, more than ev-
ery, we have got to come together.”

Upton  said he recently saw the 
movie “Hidden Figures,” which re-
minded him what life was like for 
African-Americans not that  long 
ago.

“It was a powerful movie with 
certainly a powerful message,” he 
said. “It’s about three brilliant Af-
rican-American women who really 
set the stage, a pivotal role to make 
sure that John Glenn got into space 
and back safely.”

He said the true story happened 
in 1962.

“African-Americans, especially 
women, were heavily discriminated 
against,” he said. “And at every 
turn they’d face harsh segregation 
and outright hostility.”

Added Upton:  “I know that 
there are a good number of folks 
in this room and across the coun-
try who have also had that per-
sonal experience with discrimina-
tion, that hateful, cruel hate that’s 
impacted a lot of us,” he said. 

He said the country has come a 
long way, but must strive to be better.

“We face some real challenges 
when it comes to racism and dis-
crimination, but the strides that 
we’ve made have been incredible,” 
he said. “Yes, (U.S. Rep.) John 
Lewis is my dear friend. A col-
league. An icon. And I feel fortu-
nate that I’ve been able to walk 
across the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
with him in Selma ... three times.”

Lewis  made international 
news  after entering into a public 

feud with President-elect Donald 
Trump ahead of Friday’s inaugu-
ration.

Upton  said that when Lewis 
speaks, people understand that the 
scars of the past never go away. 

“But for someone who is so bru-
talized, he’s forgiving,” Upton said. 
“He actually went to the bed of 
Gov. George Wallace to accept his 
apology before he died.”

A Race Relations Council Fo-
rum will be today  from noon to 
2 p.m. at LMC’s Napier Avenue 
Campus in the Brown Lecture 
Hall. The theme is “Promoting 
Racial Equality in Education.”

The forum will address a variety 
of strategies for promoting racial 
equality in education. It will be led 
by four panelists: Jeffrey Booker, 
Larry Feldman, Rebecca Fudge 
and Gladys Peeples-Burks. 

For more information, contact 
Kathy Tebell at 927-6197 or te-
bell@lakemichigancollege.edu. 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-0361, Twit-
ter: @HPWrege

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Keishawn Branscumb, 9, of Benton Harbor listens to the Lake Michigan Col-
lege Concert Choir perform while sitting with his grandparents, Will and Doro-
thy Branscumb, during the 2017 Martin Luther King Jr. Community Breakfast 
in the Mendal Center of Lake Michigan College in Benton Township.

MLK
From page A1

Student Services at Sauk 
Valley Community Col-
lege in Dixon, Ill. Woods 
is provost of  Jackson Col-
lege in Jackson, Mich.

Candidate biographies 
and other information 
can be found at www.lake 
michigancollege.edu/presi-
dent.

The candidates will visit 
all three LMC campuses 
this week for interviews, 
community tours and 
meetings with students 
and employees.

Interviews will be con-
ducted by members of  the 
Lake Michigan College 
Board of  Trustees. At-
tendees will be encouraged 
to submit feedback on 
each finalist until Monday, 
Jan. 23 at 5 p.m.

The candidate selected 

will succeed 
retiring pres-
ident emeri-
tus, Dr. Rob-
ert Harrison. 
The three 
finalists were 
chosen from 
92 applicants 
from all over 
the country. 

The hiring process be-
gan mid-last year after 
the board in May fired 
President Jennifer Spiel-
volgel  after about three 
months on the job. Spiel-
vogel later sued for breach 
of  contract, a matter that 
remains in federal court.

KUBATZKE

WOODS

The library stays quite busy 
throughout the year. In 2016, pa-
trons checked out 24,000 books 
and other items. During a typical 
month, more than 6,500 people 

pass through its doors. Computer 
users have become somewhat dom-
inant in the past decade, with ap-
proximately 1,200 online sessions 
logged in each month, according 
to France.

“The role of  the library has 
changed over the years,” he said. 
Patrons not only browse for books, 

they also utilize the library’s com-
puters and take part in programs 
and activities sponsored by the li-
brary. South Haven area organiza-
tions also utilize the library facili-
ties, especially its community room 
for special events.

Becky Kark  is editor and general manager of 
The South Haven Tribune.

MANDRELL

INTERVIEWS
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Photo illustration provided / Abonmarche

South Haven Memorial Library will seek voter approval for a .25 millage over 40 years to pay for a $2.3 million plan to renovate and 
expand the library. If voters OK the request, the structure would would resemble the architectural drawing provided by Abonmarche.

LIBRARY
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Women’s march in D.C. an echo of the past
WASHINGTON — Thou-

sands of women take to the 
streets of Washington, demand-
ing a greater voice for women in 
American political life as a new 
president takes power.

This will happen on Saturday, 
one day after the inauguration of 
Donald Trump.

This DID happen more than 
100 years ago, one day before the 
inauguration of Woodrow Wilson.

So notable was the women’s suf-
frage parade down Pennsylvania 
Avenue on March 3, 1913, that 
Wilson slipped into town almost 

unnoticed on the eve of his swear-
ing-in, forced to travel back alleys 
to reach his hotel.

“Scarcely a score of persons no-
ticed his automobile as it whizzed 
through the silent streets, and 
only a few applauded him as he 
reached his hotel,” The New York 
Times reported at the time.

Meanwhile, more than 5,000 
women marched from the Capi-
tol to the steps of the Treasury 
Department in a parade that fea-
tured nine bands, four mounted 
brigades and two dozen floats.

The procession proved so piv-
otal in the struggle to give women 
the right to vote that it will be de-
picted on the back of the new $10 

bill scheduled to be issued in 2020 
– 100 years after women won the 
vote with ratification of the 19th 
Amendment to the Constitution.

This year, more than a century 
later, throngs of woman on Sat-
urday will march a route similar 
to the suffragists’ in an echo of 
the past. Women still are seek-
ing a stronger voice in society as 
a new president is inaugurated 
who repeatedly demeaned wom-
en during his election campaign. 
The marchers’ mission statement 
pledges: “We will not rest until 
women have parity and equity at 
all levels of leadership in society.”

The 1913 women’s march, 
timed to get maximum publicity 

by coinciding with the inaugu-
ration, was not without contro-
versy.

According to the Library of 
Congress’ American Memory ar-
chives, crowds in town for the in-
auguration – mostly men – surged 
into the streets and made it diffi-
cult for the marchers to pass, forc-
ing them to go single file at times. 
Women were jeered, tripped, 
shoved and spat upon, and police 
did little to assist them or quell the 
unrest. Some 100 marchers were 
taken to the hospital with injuries.

The participants included Hel-
en Keller, the deaf and blind po-
litical activist and author. She was 
so unnerved by the disruptions 

that she was unable to speak later 
that day at Continental Hall.

Secretary of War Henry Stim-
son authorized a troop of cavalry 
to help control the crowd, accord-
ing to the archives.

The treatment of the women by 
the crowd and police led to con-
gressional hearings and the ouster 
of the District of Columbia’s po-
lice chief.

“If I had had a policeman’s 
billy, I would have got that crowd 
back,” one suffragist testified at 
the hearings, The Times reported.

The controversy ultimately 
worked to the women’s advantage, 
producing broad and sympathetic 
press coverage for their cause.

By NANCY BENAC 
Associated Press


