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LOCAL & STATE

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The Berrien County 
Road Commission is on 
pretty solid ground fi -
nancially, but it probably 
shouldn’t go on any big 
spending sprees any time 
soon, according to the lat-
est audit.

Kenley Penner of fi rm 
Plante Moran presented 
the results at Wednesday’s 
board meeting. He reported 
that, as of Sept. 30, 2016, 
the Road Commission’s 
fund balance was $6.3 mil-
lion. That’s about $1.1 mil-
lion less than the previous 
year, as revenue came in less 
than expected and expendi-
tures were higher than an-
ticipated.

Organizations should 
have reserves that cover be-
tween two and four months 

of their expenses, Penner 
said. The Road Commis-
sion’s balance was about 
one-third of yearly expens-
es, putting it “in the OK 
range,” the auditor said.

He cautioned that when 
emergencies occur for a 
road commission, they tend 
to be big-ticket items, and 
he advised that the fund 
balance probably shouldn’t 

go much lower than where 
it is now.

Of that $6.3 million 
fund balance, $1 million is 
earmarked for inventory 
and prepaid expenses, and 
$472,000 is set aside for 
future road construction, 
leaving $4.9 million avail-
able.

Total revenue had been 
projected at $20.3 mil-
lion, but actually came in 
at $18.75 million, accord-
ing to the audit report. 
Expenditures were $2.1 
million more than ini-
tially budgeted. The Road 
Commission invested $6.6 
million in capital assets 
for the year.

The Road Commission 
in 2016 received $11 mil-
lion in state aid, $5 million 
from federal and states 
sources and $2.4 million 
from local governments. It 
spend $13.3 million on road 

maintenance, $2 million on 
administration, and $5.9 
million in depreciation. Of 
the amount for road work, 
$7.7 million was spent for 
the preservation and main-
tenance of primary roads, 
and $9.4 million was for lo-
cal roads.

Its total net position – 
which includes assets and 
liabilities – decreased from 
$77 million to $75.4 mil-
lion. That was largely due 
to an increase in the Road 
Commission’s long-term 
pension liability, which 
went from $17 million to 
$22 million due to changes 
in how the amount is calcu-
lated.

The Road Commission 
has set aside $11.3 million 
to cover its pension liability, 
about half of the current 
amount of that obligation, 
Penner said. Last year it 
had two-thirds of the liabil-

ity covered.
In 2016 the Road Com-

mission saw an increase 
of $235,000 in Michigan 
Transportation Fund al-
locations, and an $810,000 
increase in federal and oth-
er state funding. Revenue 
from local governments de-
creased $506,000.

A new state funding for-
mula for roads went into ef-
fect Jan. 1, with higher fuel 
taxes and vehicle registra-
tion fees, along with addi-
tional general fund revenue. 
The Michigan Department 
of Transportation estimates 
that the Berrien County 
Road Commission will 
see a 6 percent increase in 
funding in 2017, with the 
fi rst distribution arriving in 
March. The state road plan 
will not be fully funded un-
til 2022.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Audit: Road Commission financially healthy

Don Campbell / HP staff 

A Berrien County Road Commission plow truck is pictured dur-
ing a ribbon cutting ceremony held in November last year for 
the completion of the Red Arrow Highway at the Cherry Beach 
project in Chikaming Township.

ABOVE: Hannah Thomas 
and her husband, Thomas 

Thomas, of St. Joseph enjoy 
a sample of beer Saturday 

from Watermark Brewing Co. 
in Stevensville during the 

St. Joe Winter Beer Fest in 
downtown St. Joseph. The 

second annual event attract-
ed hundreds of people and 

featured beer from numerous 
area and state breweries.

RIGHT: Volunteer pourer 
Tonia LaPlante of St. Joseph 

hands a customer a beer 
sample from Right Brain 
Brewery in Traverse City. 

Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff

SLINGING THE BREWS

BERRIEN COUNTY

LAWRENCE — You’re 
not alone if  you’re tired of 
dodging ruts and potholes 
on gravel roads this winter 
in Van Buren County.

“Every (Michigan) coun-
ty is going through this,” 
said Brian Cornish, a su-
perintendent for Van Buren 
County Road Commission.

Apparently, Mother Na-
ture has played a large role 
in the hazardous conditions 
motorists face on some of 
Van Buren County’s 250 
miles of gravel roads.

“It got really cold in mid-
December where there was 
anywhere from 4 to 5 inches 
of frost in the ground,” 
Cornish said. “But with 
the rapid warmup we’ve 
had in January, the frost 
is now coming out of the 
ground. And with the rain, 
we’ve had it has turned the 
top surface of gravel roads 
into a muddy mess. If you 
try to grade it or blade it 
(the gravel) you’re actually 
pumping the water to the 

surface.”
The thawed-out gravel 

on a section of 52nd Street, 
near Baybrook Road in 
Lawrence Township, had to 
be closed last week because 
the road had become im-
passable. The Road Com-
mission began canvassing 
other gravel roads to deter-
mine conditions and mark 
sections deemed dangerous.

“Basically it’s the spots 
where it’s swampy on both 
sides of the road because 
the ground is saturated 
and can’t dry out,” Cornish 
said.

Unlike the county’s 1,330 
miles of paved roads whose 
winter potholes can be 
patched, there’s not much 
the county can do with 
problem gravel until there’s 
a break in the weather pat-
tern.

“We hope things will get 
colder so we can grade,” 
Cornish said.

Normal winter tempera-
tures returned Thursday 
and are slated to continue 
for coming days.

By BECKY KARK
For the Herald-Palladium

Weird winter wracks Van Buren County roads

Grave situation 
for gravel

BENTON HARBOR 
— Lake Michigan College 
will levy its full millage rate 
to ensure enough money 
exists for covering opera-
tions, offi cials said.

The Board of Trustees 
agreed this week to levy 
2.3002 mills.  

“That’s a housekeeping 
thing. We have to do that 
every year to be able to levy 
our millage,” Chairwoman 
Mary Jo Tomasini said. 
“Basically, the board has 
to concur with our chief fi -
nancial offi cer (Kelli Hahn) 
that we do need the millage 
levied.”

General fund expenses 
for the 2018-19 fi scal year 
will look much like this 
year’s fi gure of $32.1 mil-
lion,  a memo from Hahn 
states. Property tax revenue 
for this year is estimated at 
$19.7 million. LMC’s fi scal 
year runs July 1 to June 30.

Tuesday’s action is a pre-
liminary step as the college 
begins preparing its 2018-
19 budget.

Tomasini said she ex-
pects the picture to get little 
clearer at the board work-

shop, which it moved from 
Feb. 21 to 8 a.m. Friday, 
Feb. 10, “because we had 
three (members) that were 
going to be gone.

“It’s to see how we’re do-
ing, get departmental up-
dates from the President’s 
Cabinet, to look at our 
strategic plan – we call it 
a workshop, but it’s like 
a mini-retreat. It’s getting 
caught up on those things,” 
Tomasini said.

The workshop isn’t open 
to the public.

The board is starting off  
the year with a new slate of 
offi cers, which it affi rmed 
at its Jan. 3 organizational 
meeting. Board policy re-
quires members to hold 
different offi ces every two 
years, Tomasini said.

The new offi cers are: 
Chairman Michael Lindley, 
Vice Chairwoman Debra 
Johnson, Treasurer Jeff  
Curry and Secretary Judy 
Truesdell.

In other actions, the 
board tightened procedures 
for releasing academic re-
cords.

Students must sign off  
on any requests and decide 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

LMC agrees to 
collect full levy

The Berrien County Sui-
cide Prevention Coalition 
announced events focusing 
on teens and veterans.

The Niles and Brandy-
wine school districts will 
host a conference on teen 
suicide at 6 p.m. Monday 
in the Niles High School 
auditorium. Superinten-
dent Dan Applegate will 
conduct a 45-60-minute 
presentation, followed by 
a question and answer ses-

sion. Administrators and 
school counselors will be 
available to answer ques-
tions.

For information on 
this event, contact Niles 
Schools counselor Michelle 
McHale at  683-0757 Ext. 
143.

The Healthy Men Michi-
gan campaign is hosting a 
free, online webinar, “It’ll 
Treat You Better Than a 
MRE: How Screening Can 
Prevent Veteran Suicide,” 
from noon-1 p.m. Tuesday, 

Feb. 7.
The webinar will dis-

cuss how online screening 
programs, such as the one 
available on HealthyMen-
Michigan.org, can be a 
valuable fi rst line of de-
fense in preventing suicide 
among veterans. Facilita-
tors will be Tom Cruz, an 
active-duty master sergeant 
in the U.S. Army with 21 
years of experience, and 
April C. Foreman, a li-
censed psychologist serving 
veterans.

To register, go to https://
mentalhealthscreening.org/
webinars.

The Healthy Men Michi-
gan campaign has been 
launched to address the 
increasing rate of suicide 
among men ages 45-64, 
and to research ways to 
better reach this popula-
tion and provide treatment 
alternatives.

For information about 
the Berrien County Suicide 
Prevention Coalition, visit 
www.berriencares.org.

By HP STAFF

Suicide prevention events focus on teens, veterans

LANSING (AP) — A 
bar opening in Lansing will 
be named after an elephant 
that was gunned down on 
the south side of the city 53 
years ago.

The 3,000-pound animal 
named Rajjee was killed 
by police after getting 
spooked during a circus 

performance at the Logan 
Square Shopping Center 
and storming into a dis-
count department store. 
Rajjee had trampled over a 
man during the chase, the 
Lansing State Journal re-
ported.

“It took eight rapid-se-
quence shots from a deer 

rifl e fi red by Det. Lt. Mack 
Seegraves just to knock 
‘Little Rajjee,’ a 16-year-
old ‘baby’ who had broken 
in with the old Ringling 
Brothers tent circus, to one 
knee,” a front page story 
from Sept. 27, 1963 read. 
“And more than three doz-
en shots were required to 

fi nish her off.”
Nick Ostapczuk has 

planned to slightly alter 
her name when he opens 
Rajje’s Taphouse this fall 
in The Venue at East Town. 
Ostapczuk hoped naming 
the gastropub after Rajjee 
will pay homage to the el-
ephant.

Lansing gastropub to be named after slain elephant

See LMC, page B2
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if  they want other people 
– like parents – to see their 
records, and put that choice 
in writing, Tomasini said.

“It better defines what 
the protection is for the 
student,” Tomasini said. 

“Basically, if  you’ve got a 
20-year-old that’s coming 
to school here, you can’t 
call, and say, ‘What are my 
kid’s grades? I paid for their 
tuition.’”

Colleges and universities 
must approve such policies 
under the Family Educa-
tional Rights and Privacy 
Act of 1974.

“We already had some-
thing (on file), but felt it 
needed better definition, 
and benchmarked it against 
the other 28 community 
colleges (in Michigan),” she 
said.

The board approved a fi-
nancial policy that requires 
setting cash reserves at 
about 120 days of average 

expenses, “and that’s in line 
with what we’ve had in the 
past,” Tomasini said.

LMC is getting an ac-
creditation visit next year 
by the Higher Learning 
Commission, which will 
mean reviewing about 250 
policies, and making sure 
they’re up to date, Tomasini 
said.

LMC
From page B1

Mark Parren / HP correspondent

Benton Township firefighters responded to this 5:35 p.m. Saturday blaze at the Anna Villalobos house at 1276 Rose Ave. Lt. 
Scott Allers said the garage and two cars were destroyed after flames from a kerosene heater ignited fumes from a nearby 
can of gasoline. Two men were working in the garage when the fire broke out. There were no injuries, and the rest of the 
house suffered extensive smoke damage. The fire displaced the family.

FAMILY OUSTED IN BENTON FIRE

DETROIT — In a 
classroom with bars on 
the windows and views 
of  the razor wire that 
surrounds the Detroit 
Re-entry Center, inmate 
Mathew Hernandez, 33, 
is learning how to safe-
ly remove asbestos and 
lead-based paint – skills 
he hopes will land him 
a construction job when 
he’s released.

With the unemploy-
ment rate at 76 percent 
among newly released 
prisoners in Wayne 
County, the city of  De-
troit is using a $4.5 mil-
lion grant from the U.S. 
Department of  Labor 
to prepare inmates such 
as Hernandez for jobs 
in environmental work, 
culinary arts and fork-
lift operation. According 
to Mayor Mike Duggan, 

all these fields are hiring 
workers in Detroit.

The Detroit Free Press 
reports asbestos abate-
ment is at historic highs 
in Michigan and much of 
that work is in Detroit, 
where the city is over-
seeing the largest blight-
removal initiative in the 
country and has demol-
ished more than 10,000 
properties since Duggan 
took office in 2014.

The city is also gen-
erating work for lead 
inspectors and abate-
ment contractors. Dug-
gan said landlords must 
have their properties 
inspected annually for 
lead, and deteriorating 
lead-based paint must 
be abated.

“These jobs are keep-
ing our kids healthy,” 
Duggan said, also noting 
that the city’s restaurants 
and warehouses are in 
need of  workers.

By JENNIFER DIXON 
Detroit Free Press

Detroit helping 
inmates prep for jobs

HOLLAND — For the 
Holland Peanut Store and 
the Fabiano family, 2017 
is a big year. Having first 
opened the store under 
the Fabiano name in 1902, 
this year marks the 115th 
year the business has been 
in operation.

The business, now lo-
cated in downtown Hol-
land at 46 E. Eighth St., 
has been family owned 
from the beginning and 

currently has third, fourth 
and fifth generation fam-
ily members involved in 
operating the store.

It all began when Jo-
seph Fabiano arrived from 
Italy. His first stop was 
in Pittsburgh and from 
there he came to Holland. 
When he first opened the 
store in 1902, it was called 
“Fabiano’s” and it sold 
bananas, nuts, produce, 
cigars, newspapers and 
confection.

Moving forward, the fu-
ture looks bright for the 

Fabiano family and for 
the Holland Peanut Shop. 
The fifth generation, 
granddaughters Saman-
tha and Sarah, have grown 
up in the business and are 
“experienced, focused, 
educated, energized and 
confident.”

No matter what direc-
tion the store goes in mov-
ing forward, the Fabiano 
family all agreed that the 
partnership between the 
store and the city of  Hol-
land has been great and 
they said they would not 

be where they are today 
without the loyal and 
faithful residents of  Hol-
land.

“The Fabiano family of 
the Holland Peanut Store 
is extremely grateful for 
the loyalty, support, kind-
ness, commitment and 
love of  the fine people of 
Holland, Michigan and 
surrounding communi-
ties,” Paula Fabiano said. 
“It is with humility and 
gratitude that we look for-
ward to serving you in the 
future.”

By AUSTIN METZ 
Holland Sentinel

Historic peanut store celebrates 115 years
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SATURDAY 
SPECIALS

Polish Plate $12
Polish Sausage, Sauerkraut, Red Potatoes, 

Perogies and Stuff ed Cabbage

Fried Chicken Dinner $10
1/2 of a Chicken, Potato and Cole Slaw

Check out our daily specials 
on our website

www.BarodaTap.com
“Like” us for Specials, 
Events & more

Mini Dental Implants are titanium screws that can
replace the root of missing teeth or stabilize loose
dentures. Mini Dental Implants are thinner in size 
making them easier to fit into resorbed bone.
For dentures and partials, a housing is attached
precisely inside your appliance to hold it in place 
securely with an o-ring and functions like a button,
snapping in and out. Mini Dental Implants may 
also be an excellent option for replacing missing
teeth as a more affordable option than Standard 
Dental Implants.

WHAT ARE MINI DENTAL IMPLANTS?

BEFORE MAKING ANY 

TREATMENT DECISIONS, 

SCHEDULE YOUR 

FREE EVALUATION 
AND SEE HOW WE CAN HELP! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.DENTALIMPLANTSDECATURMI.COM

HHAAVVEE YYOOUU BBEEEENN TTOOLLDD YYOOUU NNEEEEDD

OR

DENTAL IMPLANTS
MISSING TEETH

tto repllace

LOOSE DENTURES?
to secure

COME SPEND SOME TIME WITH US AND
EXPLORE ALL YOUR OPTIONS, TOGETHER!

EAT ALL YOUR 
FAVORITE FOODS AGAIN!

REGAIN YOUR 
BEAUTIFUL SMILE!

Decatur Family Dentistry
Robert S. Murav, DDS
321 W. Delaware St 

Decatur, MI 49045
(269) 266-3739


